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 Sunday 29th March - Fifth Sunday of Lent 
 

 
 
 
Come forth Lazarus 
In today’s Gospel Jesus is surrounded by a culture of death. The disciples are afraid to go back to                   
Bethany, the Jews want to stone Jesus to death, Mary and Martha are distraught over the death of their                   
brother Lazarus, and Lazarus himself lies bound in the darkness of the tomb. It appears as if there is no                    
hope. Jesus weeps for his friend and for those around him. 
 Yet, surrounded by a culture of death and despair, Jesus gives compassion and new life to those in                  
turmoil. It is easy to say that nothing can be done when we are faced with difficult situations in our own                     
lives. Yet Jesus says ‘Lazarus, come forth’ and to the people he says ‘Unbind him, let him go.’ It is a                     
message for all of us to come away from a culture of death; to help unbind one another and to allow                     
ourselves to emerge from the tomb. We are called to take away the stone. Today’s Gospel is a story of                    
liberation. Jesus gives a new insight into the power of faith over death. It is an active faith, one that urges                     
us on to work for change and new life. 
‘What did you do while the planet was plundered? What did you do as the earth was unravelling? Surely                    

you did something as the seasons started failing? Surely you did something as the mammals, reptiles and                 
birds were all dying? Did you fill the streets with protest when democracy was stolen? What did you do                   
once you knew?’      (From Hieroglyphic Stairway by Drew Dillinger) 
 

 

Requiescant in Pace Jackie Logue, Carnhill; CelineTaylor, Belmont Crescent; Arthur Carter, Elmgrove; 
Rachel Glenn, Elaghmore Park; Maureen Quinn, Ballyarnett. 

Please remember in your prayers: Seamus Mc Dowell, Beatrice Duffy, Eddie Mc Ateer, Rose Kelly, 
Mollie Dunne, Brian Grant, Jean Cooke, Danny Deeney,  John Mc Namee, Ann Bradley, Celine Doherty, 
John Concannon, Tom Melarkey, Joey Molloy, Peg Monaghan, Joe and Josephine Gallagher. 

 
 
 
 
Baptisms  We welcome into God’s family Hannah Winter Russell 

 

http://www.threepatrons.org/


Thanksgiving for a New-born or Newly Adopted Child 

  

God, our creator, cherish this child. Jesus, our saviour; protect him/her. Holy Spirit, our comforter, 
strengthen him/her. 

Source of all blessings, protector of infants, look with favour on this child, N. Hold him/her gently in 
your hands. When he/she is reborn of water and the Holy Spirit, bring him/her into the Church, there to 

share in your kingdom and with us to bless your name forever. We ask this through Christ our Lord. 
Amen 

  

The parents trace the sign of the cross on the child’s forehead. N. may the Lord Jesus, who loved 
children, bless you and keep you in his love, now and forever. Amen 

 
 

 Readings:  Sunday 5th April   - Palm Sunday of the Lord’s Passion: 
Is 50:4-7. Ps 21:8-9, 17-20, 23-24, R/ 2. Phil 2:6-11.  Mt 26:14-27:66.  
 
 

COVID-19 Support Line for Older People ALONE has launched a national support line and              
additional supports for older people who have concerns or are facing difficulties relating to the outbreak                
of COVID-19 (Coronavirus). Professional staff are available to answer queries and give advice and              
reassurance where necessary. The support line is open 7days a week, 8am - 8pm, tel:  0818 222 024.
 

Lent Online Retreat - Do a free, three day online retreat focusing on Prayer, Fasting and Almsgiving.                 
Throughout Lent.  prioryinstitute.com +3531404 8124.  
 

 
 
Prayer: Today, we pray for those affected by the coronavirus pandemic: those who are at-risk, those who                 
are currently sick and suffering, for the medical professionals working to save lives, and others who are                 
risking themselves in their jobs for the good of others. We pray for those who have died and for who are                     
grieving. You are not alone! Father in Heaven, have mercy on us and on the whole world. We come to                    
you today with our fears and concerns. You know what's in our hearts. We love You, trust You, we need                    
You. We ask You to be with us. Stay with us. Help us through these times of uncertainty and sorrow.                    
We know you are the Divine Physician, the healer of all. And so we ask that you bring your loving and                     
healing presence to all those who are sick and suffering right now. Please comfort them. Lord, we are                  
scared and we are sorrowful. Please heal us. Send us your peace and overwhelming presence. St Anthony                 
the Great, patron of those affected by infectious diseases, pray for us! 

Parish Contributions We acknowledge this is a difficult time for everyone and would like to thank all 
our parishioners for their continued support. Following several requests on how parishioners can continue 
their weekly contribution we have details of our standing order scheme for anyone wishing to contribute 
available in the porches of our churches. Alternatively for those who wish to do so there is a box in each 
of our churches marked offertory envelope or they may be posted through the letterbox of our parish 
offices in order to avoid contact. We would like to assure all our parishioners of our ongoing prayers for 
you all at this difficult time. 



 

 

  

 
 


