
Fifth Sunday of Lent- Lazarus comes back to life 

 

Opening Prayer 

Loving Father, bless our family as we spend time today reflecting on your word. 
Even though we cannot come to chapel for Mass bless us now in our sacred 
time together. Grant us your protection from all illness and distress. AMEN. 

 

God is the one who gives life and there is nothing God cannot do. Today in the 
Gospel story we hear how Jesus’ good friend takes sick and dies. Jesus does 

something wonderful that shows Jesus truly is the Son of God. 

Gospel (John 11:1, 3-5, 17-29, 33-34, 39-44) 

Lazarus and his two sisters Martha and Mary, 
were very good friends of Jesus. They lived in a 

town called Bethany, not far from Jerusalem, and 
Jesus often went to visit them. One day, the sis-
ters sent an urgent message to Jesus, because 

Lazarus was very ill and close to death. Two days 
later Jesus and his disciples set off for Bethany, but when they arrived they 

found that Lazarus was dead, and had already been buried for four days. Mar-
tha ran to meet Jesus and said to him, “Lord, if you had been here, you could 

have saved our brother.” Jesus said, “Your brother will live again.” “I know that 
on the last day he will come back to life,” she answered. Jesus turned to her 

and said, “Anyone who believes in me will have eternal life, and he will never 
die. Do you believe this?” Martha answered him, “Yes, Lord, because I know 

that you are the Son of God.” 

When Jesus saw the great sadness of Martha and Mary and their friends, he 
was filled with love. “Show we where he is buried,” he said. So they took him to 

the tomb, where Jesus said to them, “Roll away the stone, and you will see 
God’s glory”. They did as he said, and Jesus looked up to Heaven and prayed. 
“Father, I thank you, for I know that you always listen to me. Let these people 

see and believe.” Then he called out in a loud voice, “Lazarus, get up and come 
out!” To everyone’s amazement Lazarus appeared, still wrapped in burial 

cloths, and walked from the tomb. Many people saw what happened and they 
believed in Jesus.” 



Who sent an urgent message to Jesus and what was it? 

Martha and Mary sent the message that their brother Lazarus was really ill and 
they wanted Jesus  to heal him. 

How do you think Jesus would have travelled then? 

Jesus didn’t have a car and there would have been no train or buses or planes. 
Jesus would have had to travel on foot or by horseback. The journey would have 
taken many days– that is why Lazarus had already been dead for 4 days when 

he got there. 

What did Jesus do when he seen that Martha and Mary were so upset? 

When Jesus seen that Martha and Mary were filled with sadness He was filled 
with love and he went and prayed for Lazarus to be well again. 

How do you think Martha and Mary would have felt to see Lazarus walking 
out of the tomb? 

They were probably really shocked. They believed that Jesus was the Christ, the 
Son of God. They asked Jesus to come as they believed he could heal their broth-
er. However, when he died before Jesus got there they probably didn’t imagine 

that he would be able to raise their brother from the dead. 

 

 

 

Imagine you had been standing in the crowd and had seen all of this happen. 
Draw a picture or write a story of what happened. 

Have you known anyone who has died? With 
the help of an adult light a candle and say a 

prayer for all those who have died. 

 

CLOSING PRAYER 

Thank you Lord for all the ways you bless us. 
Help us to be more like Martha and Mary and 
see clearly that you are the Son of God. Help 

our faith grow stronger every day.  

Amen 




