
Do Not Let Your Hearts Be Troubled 
 

In today’s Gospel, Philip and Thomas are desperate to understand 

more fully where Jesus is going, how they can get there and what 
God is like. Big questions! Jesus tries to reassure them, ‘do not let 

your hearts be troubled.’ Jesus is urging the disciples to embrace 

the journey rather than focusing on the destination. It is only in the 
light of the events that will happen to them (and us) that this                

period of time will be understood. It is always about the journey. 
As the saying goes, ‘Life can only be understood backwards but 

must be lived forwards’ (Kierkegaard).  
 

In the Old Testament, we read that people experienced God in                 
different ways. For example, Moses experienced God in a burning 

bush or a cloud; for Elijah it was a whisper; for Solomon, it was in a dream. We each 
have our personal relationship with God, yet any words we try to put on this relationship 

can seem insufficient. Yet in Jesus we can experience what God is like and enter into a 
personal relationship. Jesus models the way for us, shows us that God is love,                              

compassion, inclusive, embracing of all people. To know Jesus is to know God. This only 
makes sense in light of John’s opening lines of the Gospel, where he says ‘The Word                   

became flesh and dwelt amongst us…’ (Jn 1:14). Jesus shows us what the presence of 

God in this world looks like and also what it means to be fully human. Jesus says, ‘I am 
the way, the truth and the life…’ This truth lies deep within us and in the world around us. 

We are each called to discover this truth. Perhaps today is an opportunity to reflect on 
those personal God-experiences of deep peace and love.  
 

Father, I thank you for creating me to live forever in your presence.  In Jesus I can 

come to you freely.  I can know you as my Father and see you face to face.  Teach 
me to put my faith in the truth of the gospel and the hope and life it brings.’ 
                                                                                                                                                                 

 
 

      _________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

 

       Our Lady of Fatima   
 

Wednesday of this week is the Feast of Our Lady of Fatima.   

You are invited to join us on Wednesday at 9.00 pm  
(streamed live via webcam) at St Brigid’s Church, Carnhill  

for Candlelight Rosary and Reflections in Honour  
of Our Lady of Fatima.   

 

 
 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

The Franciscan Friars will lead a  

Time of Prayer today (Sunday) from 7 pm - 8 pm and    

Evening Prayer on Tuesday at 5.00 pm, both in St Joseph’s Church, Galliagh. 

You are invited to join them via webcam or the Derryfrancsicans facebook page. 
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We invite you to join us via webcam in Three Patrons’ Parish by watching 
our live streaming which can be viewed online at www.mcnmedia.tv or the 

parish website at www.threepatrons.org. 
 

ST PATRICK’S CHURCH, PENNYBURN  
Sunday 10th May 
6.00 pm: (Sat) Vigil; 10.00 am & 12 noon: Mass 

Monday - Friday 

7.30 am: Mass & 10.00 am: Mass followed by Rosary 
7.00 pm: Evening Prayer of the Church 

Sixth Sunday of Easter 

6.00 pm: (Sat) Vigil; 10.00 am & 12 noon: Mass 
 

ST BRIGID’S CHURCH, CARNHILL  
Sunday 10th May 

6.00 pm: (Sat) Vigil; 10.30 am & 12.30 pm: Mass 

Monday – Friday 
9.00 am: Mass followed by Rosary 

6.00 pm: Regina Coeli followed by Mass 

Wednesday  
9.00 pm: Candlelight Rosary and Reflections in honour of Our Lady of Fatima 

Sixth Sunday of Easter 

6.00 pm:(Sat) Vigil; 10.30 am & 12.30 pm: Mass 
 

ST JOSEPH’S CHURCH, GALLIAGH  
Sunday 10th May 

7.00 pm: (Sat) Vigil; 9.00am & 11.00 am: Mass 

7.00—8.00 pm: A Time of Prayer led by the Franciscan Friars 
Monday – Friday 

11.00 am: Mass followed by Rosary 

Tuesday 
5.00 pm: Evening Prayer led by the Franciscan Friars 

Sixth Sunday of Easter 

7.00 pm (Sat) Vigil; 9.00 am & 11.00 am: Mass   

 
_________________________________________________________________________________________   

 

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament  We encourage you to pray before                        
the Blessed Sacrament in the silence of your own homes (via webcam).  

The Rosary will be recited after morning Masses in our three churches. 
 

The Stations of the Cross have been installed in the grounds of the 
churches of our parish.  If you are passing you are welcome to come and 

pray at the Stations.  “Place your heart gently in Our Lord’s wounds.                          

Have great confidence in His mercy for He will never abandon you”.  St Pio 
 

It is very important at this time that we pray asking God for protection.  Perhaps indi-
viduals or families could commit to praying the Rosary each day for relief of this crisis. 
 

A Prayer in the Time of the Coronavirus by Fr Brian Grogan S.J 

Dear God, in 1879 the Apparition at Knock gave hope and courage to the people of 
Ireland in difficult times.  We ask that Our Lady may now protect your beloved 

people from the coronavirus.  May its victims be strengthened by the spiritual                    

support of the Christian community and restored soon to full health.  We also pray 
for the medical personnel who deal with the virus.  This we ask in confidence 

through Christ Our Lord. Amen.  

Our Lady of Knock pray for us.  St Joseph pray for us. 

St John the Evangelist pray for us. Amen.  

 



 
 

AN ACT OF SPIRITUAL COMMUNION  

“My Jesus, I believe that you desire to make your home within me and 
that you are present in the Most Holy Sacrament of the altar.                            

I love you above all things, and I desire to receive you in my soul. 
Since I cannot at this moment receive you sacramentally, come                      

spiritually into my heart. I embrace your love as if you were already 
there, and I unite myself wholly to you. Never permit me to be                         

separated from you. Amen."  

Sacrament of Confession  Due to the coronavirus outbreak, it is not possible to celebrate 

the Sacrament of Confession in the usual way, while respecting social distancing. 
 

Due to these circumstances, Pope Francis has allowed a special Plenary Indulgence.  A 
person may receive this Plenary Indulgence if, in a spirit of seeking the                   

forgiveness of God, he or she fulfils the following conditions: 
 

1) He or she has a will to celebrate the Sacrament of Confession, receive the                         

Eucharist and pray for the Pope’s intentions as soon as this becomes possible; 
2) Reads the Holy Scriptures for at least half an hour OR recites the Rosary OR prays 

the Stations of the Cross OR recites the Divine Mercy Chaplet, while imploring 

from Almighty God the end of the epidemic, relief for those who are afflicted and 
eternal salvation for those whom the Lord has called to himself.  

 
      ___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Requiescant in Pace We extend our sympathy to the family and friends of 

Kevin Browne, Temple Court, Brídín McDermott, Culmore Road ; Josie Brown, 
Carnhill, John McCormack, Farren Park, Danny Toner, Donaghadee  

Anniversaries Pat McLaughlin, Paul Duddy, Ruby Lynch, Eileen Brown,  

Marie Duffy, Paul Higgins, Sheila McCaul, Pat Mulkeen, Sheila McCormack, 
Paul McDowell, Marie Devine, Winnie Browne, Brian O’Rourke, Patsy Glenn,  

Eileen Carlin, Margaret Elliott, Sean Fox, James & Sarah Gallagher, Brigid McChrystal,     

Jim Bradley, Mary Cartin & Eileen Cartin, Evelyn Johnston.  May they rest in peace.                                                                                                                                                                                                                  
 

Saints of the Coming Week:  Tuesday: Ss Nereus and Achilleus, martyrs,                  
St Pancras, martyr; Wednesday: Our Lady of Fatima; Thursday: St Matthias,                    

apostle; Friday: St Carthage, bishop, Waterford & Lismore; Saturday: St Brendan, 

abbot, Clonfert, St Brendan, abbot Kerry  

 

Readings for Sunday 17th May, Sixth Sunday of Easter 1st Reading: Acts 8: 5-8, 
14-17;  Responsorial Psalm: Ps 65: 1-7, 16, 20; 2nd Reading: 1 Peter: 3: 15-18;                           

Gospel: John 14: 15-21      

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

Blessing of Babies  All babies who were to be christened, their parents, godparents and 

families will receive a special blessing during Masses this weekend in each of the three 

churches.          

PRAYER OF BLESSING 

Lord, our God, out of the speech of little children you have fashioned a hymn of praise.  

Look with kindness on these children whom the faith of the Church commends to your       

tender care,  Your Son, born of the Virgin Mary, gladly welcomed little children.  He took 

them in his arms, blessed them, and held them up as an example for all. 

We pray that you, Father, will also send your blessing on them, so that when they are                   

baptised, they may grow in Christian maturity and, by the power of the Holy Spirit, become 

Christ’s witnesses in the world, spreading and defending the faith.  We ask this through 

Christ our Lord.    R. Amen. 

CONCLUDING RITE 

May the Lord Jesus, who loved children, bless you all, in the name of the Father  and of 

the Son and of the Holy Spirit and keep you in his love, now and for ever.    R. Amen. 



Your prayers are so valuable to us at this present time.  We thank each of you for                    

your prayers, and your continued commitment and support while we try to provide                 
Mass and various times of prayer via the webcam and facebook. All of us remain                     

hopeful that the current crisis will pass, trusting in the power and love of the Risen                            
Christ who journeys with us in this Easter season and in the time to come, please God.                 

 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

First Holy Communion  We acknowledge in our prayers the                    
children from Ardnashee School & College, Greenhaw PS, St Brigid’s 

PS, St Patrick’s PS, St Paul’s PS and St Therese’s PS who were to        
receive their First Holy Communion around this time.  We pray for 

them and their families and we look forward to the day when we can 
celebrate your First Holy Communion as part of our parish faith                 

community.  In the meantime keep safe and continue to say your           

little prayers. 
 

Anniversary Masses and Prayers  If you wish to have an anniversary Mass offered or a 
Mass or prayers offered for any intention, please email the parish offices at 

stpatricks@threepatrons.org or stbrigids@threepatrons.org or phone the parochial houses 
at St. Patick’s (028 71262360) or St. Brigid’s (028 71351261).                                                                   

 

‘Hold on to Hope’  Archbishop Eamon Martin has offered a message of encouragement to 
A level and Leaving Cert pupils during the current Covid—19 pandemic.  He                            

acknowledges their worries and concerns in a beautiful video and letter.  He assures them 
that they will not be robbed of their hopes and dreams and offers his continued support 

and prayers in the coming days, weeks and months. Visit: Armagharchdiocese.org/
holdontohope. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Supporting Your Parish Thank you for your ongoing generosity to the offertory                        
collection through envelope, standing order, online payments and the ‘donate’ button on 

our parish website.  Thanks also to those who have returned Gift Aid declaration forms.  

Your support is greatly appreciated.  If you require information about any of the above 
methods of supporting Three Patrons Parish, please contact the parish office - 

stpatricks@threepatrons.org or 028 71262360.  The bank account details for Three                    
Patrons’ Parish are: sort code: 90 49 74; account number: 51442271. 

 
       _________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

Trócaire Lenten Campaign  If you wish, you can donate to Trócaire in the following 
ways: online banking directly to Trócaire: bank details: sort code: 93-80-92; account no: 

88227020 or by cheque to Trócaire, 50 - 52 King St, Belfast, BT1 6AD or your donation 
can be put in an envelope marked ‘Trócaire’ and left in the letter box at Pennyburn                         

Parochial House, the SVDP box beside Kildare Room at St Brigid’s Parochial House,                    

Carnhill or in the letter box at Franciscan Friary, St Joseph’s, Galliagh. Thank you.                      
 

Derry Diocesan Catechetical Centre, working in partnership with St Mary’s              
University, Twickenham, offers the Masters in Catholic School Leadership.  This is a post 

graduate degree dedicated to the professional development and spiritual formation of 
Catholic school leaders - a great opportunity for those currently in leadership roles and 

those who aspire to, or have an interest in, leadership roles within the Catholic school           
system. Next intake: Autumn 2020. Please contact 71264087  or tferry@derrydiocese.org.  
 

Accord (Catholic Marriage Care Service)  Due to the Coronavirus crisis, Accord’s       
normal face to face counselling service has been suspended.  Accord is offering a Covid-19 

Couples and Relationships Support Line.  If you need to speak with an experienced                 
Couples and Relationships Counsellor during this time of unprecedented stress and                 

pressure on family life, contact 003531 5313331 or 028 95680151 or 003531 9059555 
(Monday - Friday 9 am - 8 pm).  Calls charged at local rate. 






