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Parting is Such a Sweet Sorrow 

Very soon we will be celebrating two important feasts in the Easter                          

calendar.  The Ascension of Jesus and Pentecost.  Our readings today 
draw our attention to this and begin to point us in that direction  Having 

experienced the pain and sorrow of the crucifixion, then the joy and new 
life of the resurrection, the followers of Jesus now have to face the                     

reality of the Risen Lord’s departure - again.  He senses their confusion, 
pain and sense of loss.  But before he leaves them, he gives those two parting gifts: the 

Holy Spirit and his own peace. 

He doesn’t give them all the answers to the questions they have.  He knows that they will 

have to face difficulties, disagreements and differences.  So he prepares them for the road 
ahead by strengthening and encouraging them with His risen life through the gifts of the 

Holy Spirit and his own inner peace.  He is sending them out to proclaim the good news, 
but he does not expect them to do it on their own. 

Encouraged by His presence they will never be alone or helpless and neither are we, who 

are the community of believers today.  We are asked to face our daily reality and lives not 

just with optimism but with faith and hope in the risen Jesus and each other.  Through 
celebrating and sharing in the resurrection, each of us also shares in and experiences the 

peace of Christ and the power of the Holy Spirit.  As we continue our journey through 
Easter, we know that we will be blessed with the gifts of Christ’s peace and encouraged by 

the power of the Holy Spirit. 

Lord Jesus, we thank you that you have sent us your Spirit to help,                                                                 
guide and comfort us as we try to follow you in this world.  May we know your love                                

more and more through the Spirit, and spread that love to those around us.    

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Parish Novena for Pentecost: Friday 22nd May - Saturday 30th May 2020 

To celebrate Pentecost, the descent of the Holy Spirit on the Church, we 
are going to pray as a parish community the Holy Spirit Novena!  It is a 

powerful and moving Novena that is meant to help us open ourselves 
up to the power of the Holy Spirit, the third person of the Holy Trinity.  

It is also an opportunity for us all as people and priests of the parish to 
pray together, that we will be renewed and strengthened by the Holy 

Spirit to live in these challenging and uncertain times. 

The Pentecost Novena is really THE original novena.  The disciples 
waited in unity and prayer for the Holy Spirit for nine days after Jesus’ 

ascension to heaven.  Jesus asked them to pray constantly in the upper 
room until the descent of the Holy Spirit.  “They all joined together constantly in prayer, 

along with the women and Mary the mother of Jesus,  and with his brothers.”  Acts 1:1-14 

During this time, we can also wait in prayer with the disciples and Our Lady in our rooms 
at home where we can join together with the online Novena Mass celebrated each                   

morning in our three churches.  Each day we will focus on each of the gifts / fruits of the 
Holy Spirit and explore ways that we may live each one, especially in the times we live in.  

Further details will be announced during the coming week. 

 

 

 



We invite you to join us via webcam in Three Patrons’ Parish by watching 
our live streaming which can be viewed online at www.mcnmedia.tv or the 

parish website at www.threepatrons.org. 
 

ST PATRICK’S CHURCH, PENNYBURN  
Sunday 17th May 
6.00 pm: (Sat) Vigil; 10.00 am & 12 noon: Mass 

Monday - Friday 

7.30 am: Mass & 10.00 am: Mass followed by Rosary 
7.00 pm: Evening Prayer of the Church 

The Ascension of the Lord 

6.00 pm: (Sat) Vigil; 10.00 am & 12 noon: Mass 
 

ST BRIGID’S CHURCH, CARNHILL  
Sunday 17th May 

6.00 pm: (Sat) Vigil; 10.30 am & 12.30 pm: Mass 

Monday – Friday 
9.00 am: Mass followed by Rosary 

6.00 pm: Regina Coeli followed by Mass 

The Ascension of the Lord 
6.00 pm:(Sat) Vigil; 10.30 am & 12.30 pm: Mass 
 

ST JOSEPH’S CHURCH, GALLIAGH  

Sunday 17th May 

7.00 pm: (Sat) Vigil; 9.00am & 11.00 am: Mass 
Monday – Friday 

11.00 am: Mass followed by Rosary 

Please visit the Franciscan Friars’ facebook ‘derryfranciscans’ for their schedule. 
The Ascension of the Lord 

7.00 pm (Sat) Vigil; 9.00 am & 11.00 am: Mass   

 

_________________________________________________________________________________________   
 

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament  We encourage you to pray before                        

the Blessed Sacrament in the silence of your own homes (via webcam).  

 

The Rosary will be recited after morning Masses in our three churches. 
 

The Stations of the Cross have been installed in the grounds of the churches of 
our parish.  If you are passing you are welcome to come and pray at the Stations.   

“Place your heart gently in Our Lord’s wounds. Have great confidence in His mercy 

for He will never abandon you”.  St Pio 
 

 

It is very important at this time that we pray asking God for protection.  Perhaps                          

individuals or families could commit to praying the Rosary each day for relief of this 
crisis. 
 

A Prayer in the Time of the Coronavirus by Fr Brian Grogan S.J 
 

Dear God, in 1879 the Apparition at Knock gave hope and                   

courage to the people of Ireland in difficult times.                                   
We ask that Our Lady may now protect your beloved people                    

from the coronavirus.  May its victims be strengthened                              

by the spiritual support of the Christian community and                           
restored soon to full health.  We also pray for the medical                       

personnel who deal with the virus. This we ask in confidence                      

through Christ Our Lord. Amen.                                                                 
Our Lady of Knock pray for us.  St Joseph pray for us.                                    

St John the Evangelist pray for us. Amen. 



 
 

AN ACT OF SPIRITUAL COMMUNION  

“My Jesus, I believe that you desire to make your home within me and 
that you are present in the Most Holy Sacrament of the altar.                            

I love you above all things, and I desire to receive you in my soul. 
Since I cannot at this moment receive you sacramentally, come                      

spiritually into my heart. I embrace your love as if you were already 
there, and I unite myself wholly to you. Never permit me to be                         

separated from you. Amen."  

Sacrament of Confession  Due to the coronavirus outbreak, it is not possible to celebrate 

the Sacrament of Confession in the usual way, while respecting social distancing. 
 

Due to these circumstances, Pope Francis has allowed a special Plenary Indulgence.  A 
person may receive this Plenary Indulgence if, in a spirit of seeking the                   

forgiveness of God, he or she fulfils the following conditions: 
 

1) He or she has a will to celebrate the Sacrament of Confession, receive the                         

Eucharist and pray for the Pope’s intentions as soon as this becomes possible; 
2) Reads the Holy Scriptures for at least half an hour OR recites the Rosary OR prays 

the Stations of the Cross OR recites the Divine Mercy Chaplet, while imploring 

from Almighty God the end of the epidemic, relief for those who are afflicted and 
eternal salvation for those whom the Lord has called to himself.  

 
      ___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Requiescant in Pace We extend our sympathy to the family and friends 

of Brian Duffy, Glendale Park and The Fairways, Phonsie English,                         

Galliagh Park, Kathleen Mooney (nee Durnin), Gortnaghey. 

Anniversaries Kathleen Gormley, Dessie McGrenera, Madge McGrenera, 

Mary McGrenera, Rosemary Ferry, Chris McSheffrey, Hugh Gillen, Lily Gillen,                      

Hugh Gillen, Janet Holt, Sadie Carlin, Anne Boyle, Rosaleen Doherty, Eileen McGurk, 

Tony Martin, Tom Bergin, Mary Melanaphay, Daniel Joseph Leonard, Annie Tracey, 

Craig Birss, Kathleen Donaghy, John Donaghy, Nan Quigley, Lauri McDermott,                            

Eileen Brown, Eleanor Coulter, Janete Moynihan, Gwen Barr, Paul McDowell,                                   

Jackie McMonagle, Winnie Browne, Bridget Squires.  May they rest in peace.                                                                                                                                                                                                                 
 

Saints of the Coming Week:  Monday: St John I, pope and martyr; Wednesday: 

St Bernadine of Siena, priest; Thursday: Ss Christopher Magallánes, priest and     

Companions, martyrs; Friday: St Rita of Cascia, religious. 
 

Readings for Sunday 24th May, Ascension of the Lord 1st Reading:                               

Acts 1:1-11;  Responsorial Psalm: Ps 47: 2-3, 6-7, 8-9 (6) ; 2nd Reading:                      

Ephesians: 1: 17-23;  Gospel: Matthew 28: 16-20      
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

                 Prayer for Peace    

O Heavenly Father, God of Love and Peace,                                  
send down your blessed peace into our hearts, our 

homes and our country.  O Lord Jesus, you died to                            
make peace between God and mankind.  We long for               
justice and peace, send us your gift of peace.  O Holy 

Spirit, you work always for our peace. Show us the value 
of peace.  Take away all sorrow and hatred from our 

hearts.  O Mary, Queen of Peace, we consecrate                         
ourselves and our homes to your immaculate heart.                   
Obtain for us the peace you promised to the world                      

at Fatima.  Pray for us now and always, Amen. 

 



Your prayers are so valuable to us at this present time.  We thank each of you for                    

your prayers, and your continued commitment and support while we try to provide                 
Mass and various times of prayer via the webcam and facebook. All of us remain                     

hopeful that the current crisis will pass, trusting in the power and love of the Risen                            
Christ who journeys with us in this Easter season and in the time to come, please God.                 

 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

Anniversary Masses and Prayers  If you wish to have an anniversary Mass offered or a 
Mass or prayers offered for any intention, please email the parish offices at 

stpatricks@threepatrons.org or stbrigids@threepatrons.org or phone the parochial houses 
at St. Patick’s (028 71262360) or St. Brigid’s (028 71351261).                                                                   

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Supporting Your Parish Thank you for your ongoing generosity to the offertory                        
collection through envelope, standing order, online payments and the ‘donate’ button on 

our parish website.  Thanks also to those who have returned Gift Aid declaration forms.  
Your support is greatly appreciated.  If you require information about any of the above 

methods of supporting Three Patrons Parish, please contact the parish office - 
stpatricks@threepatrons.org or 028 71262360.  The bank account details for Three                    

Patrons’ Parish are: sort code: 90 49 74; account number: 51442271. 

 
       _________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Fan The Flame Mass 2020  Thursday 4th June was to be the day for 

our Fan the Flame Mass, where we come together to celebrate all the 
young people in our diocese who have received the sacrament of               

Confirmation and who are preparing to move to the next stage of their 
education.  Unfortunately, that will not be possible this year.  We do 

hope that these young people will experience the full Fan the Flame in 
the future as it is such a joy-filled day for all of us.  To mark the end 

of their primary education, Bishop McKeown will celebrate 10.00 am 
Mass in Saint Eugene’s Cathedral for them that day via the webcam: 

http://www.steugenescathedral.com/webcam.html 
 

Derry Diocesan Catechetical Centre, working in partnership with St Mary’s              

University, Twickenham, offers the Masters in Catholic School Leadership.  This is a post 
graduate degree dedicated to the professional development and spiritual formation of 

Catholic school leaders - a great opportunity for those currently in leadership roles and 
those who aspire to, or have an interest in, leadership roles within the Catholic school           

system. Next intake: Autumn 2020. Please contact 71264087  or tferry@derrydiocese.org.  
 

Accord (Catholic Marriage Care Service)  Due to the Coronavirus crisis, Accord’s       
normal face to face counselling service has been suspended.  Accord is offering a Covid-19 

Couples and Relationships Support Line.  If you need to speak with an experienced                 

Couples and Relationships Counsellor during this time of unprecedented stress and                 
pressure on family life, contact 003531 5313331 or 028 95680151 or 003531 9059555 

(Monday - Friday 9 am - 8 pm).  Calls charged at local rate. 
 

Men’s Action Network  Covid 19 Isolation Helpline for Men Aged 50+ Community 
Information, Listening, Signposting - Register your interest for a call back -                         

tel: 028 71377777.  Facebook: Man in Derry NI Twitter: @man_in_derry.  Appointments 
via telephone or online.  Email: admin@man-ni.org. 

 
The Messenger  Messenger Publications are now offering a free online copy of the June 

edition of The Messenger, given that it remains impossible to distribute the paper copy in 
the usual manner.  To access the June edition, visit: https://issuu.com/

messengerpublications/docs/messenger_june_v11.3_low_res.  If you have any difficulty 
accessing the link or if you have any further queries please email c.henry@messenger.ie   

https://issuu.com/messengerpublications/docs/messenger_june_v11.3_low_res
mailto:c.henry@messenger.ie


Monday 18th May 2020 
marks the anniversary of                   

the 100th birthday of                       
Pope Saint John Paul II 



Centenary of the Birth of John Paul II   
 

A Saint and his Family 
 

Unshakable faith in the Lord, devotion to 
Mary, the spirit of sacrifice, the                           

commitment to one’s neighbour, even at 
the risk of one’s own life.  In his own                   

family, Karol Wojtyla encountered all those 

characteristics that were then developed in 
his own life,  and in an extraordinary way, 

in his Pontificate. 
 

In his “service to the People of God, Saint John 

Paul II was the Pope of the Family”.  These 
words of Pope Francis during the canonisation of Karol Wojtyla and Angelo Roncalli on 

27th April, 6 years ago, have a special meaning today as we approach the centenary of 
the birth of the holy Polish Pope.  In fact, celebrating the beginning of his earthly life 

naturally leads us to want to “meet” his family, to try to discover the “secret” of his 
parents. 
 

Their cause for canonisation began last week in Poland.  Simply reading the basic                           

biographical data of his mother, Emilia, and father, Karol, after whom he was named, 
one can understand how deeply their witness impacted the personality of the future 

Pope.  Without a doubt, it can be said that the pillars of his priestly, and then pastoral 
ministry first as the Archbishop of Krakow, and then as Bishop of Rome, were laid down 

in the early years of his life in Wadowice, a small town in the far south of Poland, where 

he was born on 18th May 1920. 
 

Over this, your white grave 
The flowers of life in white - 

So many years without you -  
How many have passed out of  sight? 
 

These poignant words, dedicated to his mother in a poem written in                           
Krakow in the spring of 1939, emphasise the tragedy for young Karol 

Wojtyla of his mother’s death.  It occurred when the future saint was 
only 9 years old.  Emilia, whose health was poor, had completed her 

pregnancy amidst a thousand difficulties, even though doctors had 
advised her not to continue with it.  Her constitution had been so severely                            

compromised that the nine years after his birth were punctuated by continuous                    
hospitalisation and constantly ebbing strength until her death. 
 

Significantly, the people of Wadowice have dedicated to Emilia Kaczorowska Wojtyla a 

Home for Single Mothers.  During his visit to his native land in June 1999, Pope John 
Paul II said, “I am grateful for this great gift of your love for the human person and 

your concern for life”.  He continued “I am all the more grateful because the Home is 
named after my mother, Emilia.  I believe that she who brought me 

into the world and filled my childhood with love will also watch over 

this undertaking”. 
 

Three years after his mother’s premature death, another deep sorrow 

struck the Wojtyla family: the tragic death, at the early age of 26, of 
Edmund, the beloved older brother that Karol had looked up to with 

admiration.  Edmund was an exceptional figure, whose life recalls, in 

our day, the heroism of so many doctors and nurses who risk their 
lives to treat victims of the coronavirus.  Edmund was himself a                      

doctor, serving in Poland, who gave his life treating a young girl with 
scarlet fever - a disease for which, at the time, there was no vaccine.  

The young doctor knew the possible consequences, but like the Good  



Samaritan, he did not count the cost to himself, but was 

concerned only to care for those in need.  As the future 
Pope recalled many years later, Edmund’s death was a 

shock for him, not only because of the dramatic                        
circumstances that surrounded it, but also because Karol 

had grown more mature since the death of his mother.  
The example of his brother’s “martyrdom to duty”                      

remained engraved on Karol Wojtyla’s memory forever.  It 
was Edmund who had encouraged him in his studies, 

taught him to play sports, and, with their father, had 
raised young Karol after their mother’s death. 
 

And so at the tender age of twelve, Karol found himself 
alone with his father, a career soldier in the Polish army.  His father was a good and                 

serious man, whose faith, despite so many personal tragedies, remained unshaken.  He 
“accompanied” his only remaining son as he grew to adulthood, forming his personality 

by teaching him - above all by his own example -    values such as integrity, patriotism, 
and that love for the Virgin Mary that became almost second nature to the younger 

Karol Wojtyla.  When, after having become Bishop of Rome, he recalled his father in a 

conversation with his journalist friend, Andre Frossard.  “My father was wonderful”, he 
said, “and almost all my childhood memories refer to him”.  The Pope then pointed out 

that the many sorrows his father had experienced, rather than causing him to turn in on 
himself, had instead opened up “immense spiritual depths”.  His pain became prayer”, 

the future Saint said.  “The simple fact of seeing him on his knees in prayer had a                  
decisive influence on my formative years”.  It had an influence, too, on his priestly                 

vocation.  In his autobiographical work, Gift and Mystery, published for the 50th                     
anniversary of his priesthood,  John Paul recalled that, with his father, “there was no 

talk of a vocation to the priesthood.  But his example for me was in some way the first 
seminary, a sort of domestic seminary”.  And in his book-length interview, Crossing the 

Threshold of Hope, John Paul remembered a book given him by his father which                      
included a prayer to the Holy Spirit.  “He told me to recite it daily”, he confided to                      

Vittorio Messori.  “So from that day on, I’ve tried to do so.  Then I understood for the 
first time what Christ’s words to the Samaritan woman about true 

worshippers of God - that is, about those who worship Him in 

spirit and in truth - really meant”. 
 

The years of his maturity were decisive for Karol’s total                        
entrustment to the Lord and His mother.  Karol and his father 

now lived in Krakow.  There as a young man he was studying at 

university when the Nazi occupation occurred.  The sufferings of 
his family intertwined and merged, becoming one with those of 

the Polish homeland. At the age of 21, the future Pope also lost 
his father, who died on a cold winter night on February 18, 1941, 

perhaps, the most painful day of his life.  Karol Wojtyla was alone 
in the world.  And yet thanks to the love, the example, and the 

teaching of his parents and brother - those “saints next door” (as 
Pope Francis might say) - he knew that there is a hope that no illness, and not even 

death, can overwhelm.  In the long journey of his life, in his travels  throughout the 
world proclaiming the Gospel, Karol Wojtyla always had his family with him.  Like his 

mother, he defended life with courage.  Like his brother, he spent himself for others      
until the end.  Like his father, he was not afraid, because he opened, and indeed opened 

wide, the doors to Christ. (by Alessandro Gisotti, Vatican News) 
 

 


