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                                                      The Divine Dance 
 

The Greek term perichoresis is used to describe the relationship 

between the three persons of the Trinity.  ‘Peri’ means around, 

while ‘chorein’ has many layers of meaning including ‘to make 

room for’ or to ‘give away’.  I mention this not to get bogged 

down in language, but to hint at the magnitude of the depth 

contained in this great mystery of our faith.  Over the centuries 

artists have made many attempts to illustrate the mystery of 

the Trinity, while theologians and mystics have tried to put it 

into words.  Saint Patrick famously used the shamrock to                

illustrate the three persons of the Trinity.  In the 12th century, St Bernard of Clairvaux 

described the Holy Spirit as the kiss of God, and spoke of the ‘unshakable bond’ and 

‘indivisible unity’ of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  Others describe the Trinity as a 

sort of divine dance of love.  When the new translation of the liturgy came into use, 

one of the terms people struggled with was ‘consubstantial with the Father’, which                 

replaced ‘of one being with the Father’ in the Creed.  In today’s Gospel Jesus describes 

this relationship as one of love - God loved the world so much he sent his only son.  

The language is simple but the concept goes much deeper.  Today’s Second Reading 

ends with a blessing we often hear at Mass: ‘The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the 

love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all’.  What a beautiful 

blessing and description of the triune God.  The unity and harmony of the Trinity                   

provide us with the blueprint for our Christian lives.   Triona Doherty, Intercom  
 

Almighty and eternal God, you have revealed yourself as Father, Son and Holy 
Spirit, and live and reign in the perfect unity of love: hold us firm in this faith, 

that we may know you in all your ways and evermore rejoice in your eternal 

glory, who are three Persons yet one God, now and forever, Amen.     
__________________________________ 

Every time we make the sign of the Cross, we are expressing our belief in 

the Trinity. When you make the sign of the Cross today, take a moment to 

pay reverence to the great mystery of the Holy Trinity. It brings together in 
so few words and a simple movement of the arm all that we believe in and 

all that we live for.  
 

Feast of St Columba  This year, the Mass in honour of St Columba, on his 

June 9th Feast Day, will be broadcast via the webcam at St Columba’s Church, 
Long Tower.  Bishop Donal will celebrate the Mass on Tuesday at 7.30 pm, 

during which water from St Columba’s Well will be blessed and made available 
to people afterwards.  Visit: www.longtower.org. 



We invite you to join us via webcam in Three Patrons’ Parish by watching 
our live streaming which can be viewed online at www.mcnmedia.tv or the 

parish website at www.threepatrons.org. 
 

ST PATRICK’S CHURCH, PENNYBURN  
Sunday 7th June - The Most Holy Trinity 
6.00 pm: (Sat) Vigil; 10.00 am & 12 noon: Mass 

Monday - Friday 

7.30 am: Mass & 10.00 am: Mass followed by Rosary 
7.00 pm: Evening Prayer 

Sunday 14th June - The Feast of Corpus Christi 

6.00 pm: (Sat) Vigil; 10.00 am & 12 noon: Mass 
 

ST BRIGID’S CHURCH, CARNHILL  
Sunday 7th June - The Most Holy Trinity 

6.00 pm: (Sat) Vigil; 10.30 am & 12.30 pm: Mass 

Monday – Friday 
9.00 am: Mass followed by Rosary 

6.00 pm: The Angelus followed by Mass 

Sunday 14th June - The Feast of Corpus Christi 
6.00 pm:(Sat) Vigil; 10.30 am & 12.30 pm: Mass 
 

ST JOSEPH’S CHURCH, GALLIAGH  

Sunday 7th June - The Most Holy Trinity 

7.00 pm: (Sat) Vigil; 9.00am & 11.00 am: Mass 
Monday – Friday 

8.30 am: Morning Prayer led by Stephen, our diocesan seminarian 

11.00 am: Mass followed by Rosary 
Please visit the Franciscan Friars’ facebook ‘derryfranciscans’ for their schedule.  

Sunday 14th June - The Feast of Corpus Christi 

7.00 pm (Sat) Vigil Mass; 9.00 am & 11.00 am: Mass   

 

_________________________________________________________________________________________   
 

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament  If you are unable to visit the chapel, we 
encourage you to pray before the Blessed Sacrament in the silence of your own 

homes (via webcam). 

 

The Rosary will be recited after morning Masses in our three churches. 
 

 

It is very important at this time that we pray asking God for protection.  Perhaps                          

individuals or families could commit to praying the Rosary each day for relief of this crisis. 
 

A Prayer in the Time of the Coronavirus by Fr Brian Grogan S.J 

Dear God, in 1879 the Apparition at Knock gave hope and                   

courage to the people of Ireland in difficult times.                                   
We ask that Our Lady may now protect your beloved people                    

from the coronavirus.  May its victims be strengthened                              

by the spiritual support of the Christian community and                           
restored soon to full health.  We also pray for the medical                       

personnel who deal with the virus. This we ask in confidence                      

through Christ Our Lord. Amen.                                                                 
Our Lady of Knock pray for us.  St Joseph pray for us.                                                   

St John the Evangelist pray for us. Amen.   

 

Readings for Sunday 14th June, The Feast of Corpus Christi 1st Reading:                  

Deuteronomy: 8: 2-3, 14-16;  Responsorial Psalm: 147: 12-15, 19-20                              

2nd Reading: 1 Corinthians: 10: 16-17; Gospel: John 6: 51-58       



AN ACT OF SPIRITUAL COMMUNION  

“My Jesus, I believe that you desire to make your home within me and 
that you are present in the Most Holy Sacrament of the altar.                            

I love you above all things, and I desire to receive you in my soul. 
Since I cannot at this moment receive you sacramentally, come                      

spiritually into my heart. I embrace your love as if you were already 
there, and I unite myself wholly to you. Never permit me to be                         

separated from you. Amen."  

Sacrament of Confession  Due to the coronavirus outbreak, it is not possible to celebrate 

the Sacrament of Confession in the usual way, while respecting social distancing. 
 

Due to these circumstances, Pope Francis has allowed a special Plenary Indulgence.  A 
person may receive this Plenary Indulgence if, in a spirit of seeking the                   

forgiveness of God, he or she fulfils the following conditions: 
 

1) He or she has a will to celebrate the Sacrament of Confession, receive the                         

Eucharist and pray for the Pope’s intentions as soon as this becomes possible; 
2) Reads the Holy Scriptures for at least half an hour OR recites the Rosary OR prays 

the Stations of the Cross OR recites the Divine Mercy Chaplet, while imploring 

from Almighty God the end of the epidemic, relief for those who are afflicted and 
eternal salvation for those whom the Lord has called to himself.  

 
      ___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Requiescant in Pace We extend our sympathy to the family and friends of 

Maura Slevin, 36 Garden City, Philip Oakes, 3 Oakbridge Park 

Anniversaries Bridie Quinn, Charlie Hegarty, Billy McCauley, Margaret Hegarty,                    

Margaret Herron, Connie Dobbins, Michael McMahon, Maureen McReynolds,                             

Annie Morgan, Winnie McClements, Thomas Roberts, Kate Quigley, Betty Woodrow,                           

Jonathan Concannon, Kathleen Mooney, James & Mary Redden, Kathleen & John 

Lynch, Carmel & Andy McDaid, Bernie Houston. May they rest in peace.                                                                                                                                                                                                                 
 

Saints of the Coming Week:  Monday: St Colman, bishop; Tuesday:                   

St Columba, abbot and missionary, secondary patron of Ireland;  Wednesday:                        

St Ephrem, deacon and doctor of the Church; Thursday: St Barnabas, apostle;                 

Saturday: St Anthony of Padua, priest and doctor of the Church.    

 

The Sacred Heart Novena  The Novena to the Sacred Heart takes place from 

Thursday 11th June until Friday19th June, Feast of the Sacred Heart. We are 
all invited to make this novena in our own homes, with friends and family or in 

our parish (via the webcam).  The novena prayer will be recited publicly each 
day at Masses in our parish.  Full Novena prayers available at the end of the 

bulletin.   
 

Devotion to the Sacred Heart of Jesus is considered a symbol of ‘God’s boundless and         
passionate love for humanity’. Many have found comfort and solace praying the Novena, 

and this year we have particular reason as a community, a nation and a global people to 
find strength, patience and reassurance in God’s love for us.   

 

      Novena Prayer  
Lord Jesus, you have said, ‘Ask and you shall receive, seek and you shall find, 

knock and it shall be opened unto you’. I come to you in faith and trust,                           
in love and hope. Let me know your closeness to me, and your care for me                   

and all who are dear to me. My intention for this Novena is dear to me,                          

and I know that what is important to me is important to you. Hear my                         
prayer (mention your intention); grant what I ask, and may I always trust                    

that in all that happens in life, you will be close to me as my friend, guide and                

saviour. And so, Most Sacred Heart of Jesus, I place all my trust in You. 



.Anniversary Masses and Prayers  If you wish to have an anniversary Mass offered or 

a Mass or prayers offered for any intention, please email the parish offices at 
stpatricks@threepatrons.org or stbrigids@threepatrons.org or phone the parochial houses 

at St. Patrick’s (028 71262360) or St. Brigid’s (028 71351261).                                                                   

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Supporting Your Parish Thank you for your ongoing generosity to the offertory                        
collection through envelope, standing order, online payments and the ‘donate’ button on 

our parish website.  Thanks also to those who have returned Gift Aid declaration forms.  
Your support is greatly appreciated.  Boxes are available in our three churches to                        

return your parish envelopes.  If you require information about any of the above          
methods of supporting Three Patrons Parish, please contact the parish office - 

stpatricks@threepatrons.org or 028 71262360.  The bank account details for Three                    
Patrons’ Parish are: sort code: 90 49 74; account number: 51442271. 

 
       _________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Online Youth Course - Sundays 7 pm  Calling all young people 15 - 18 yrs from Derry 

Diocese.  We are hosting an online meeting course for 8 weeks starting on 31st May at              

7 pm.  We will have some craic, play some games and quizzes but we will also explore 
some big questions about our faith with the help of a programme called Alpha.  Alpha 

Youth explores the Christian faith and answers some pretty big questions.  Each week as 
part of the meeting we will watch a video and have a discussion afterwards.  This trailer 

will give you an idea what to expect from this part of the meeting: https://alpha.org/run. 
 

‘Scripture Saturday with Bishop Donal’  Created by Derry Diocesan Youth, Bishop 
McKeown presents a series of short lessons on the gospel in easy-to-understand, short                

(3 - 4 minute) videos, with tips and references of where and how to use these lessons in 
your daily life.  View the series at https://www.derrydiocese.org/scripture-Saturday. 
 

Online Youth Programmes  To access a wide variety of initiatives and activities by 

Derry Diocesan Youth, visit: Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/DerryDiocesanYouth/  
Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/derryyouth/ 
 

RTÉ air Mass every weekday at 10.30 am from St Eunan and St Columba’s Cathedral,        
Letterkenny on RTE News Now.  RTE News Now can be accessed on Saorview (channel 

21), Sky (521), Virgin Media (200),  Eir (517) as well as via the RTÉ Player, the RTÉ News 
Now app and via RTÉ .ie/news. 
 

Galliagh Women’s Group provide a range of activities each week via their facebook 

page, including meditation, craft classes, exercise sessions, cookery and live music.  You 
can contact Galliagh Women’s Group on Messenger or tel: 71356092. 
 

Accord (Catholic Marriage Care Service)  Due to the Coronavirus crisis, Accord’s       

normal face to face counselling service has been suspended.  Accord is offering a Covid-19 
Couples and Relationships Support Line.  If you need to speak with an experienced                 

Couples and Relationships Counsellor during this time of unprecedented stress and                 
pressure on family life, contact 003531 5313331 or 028 95680151 or 003531 9059555 

(Monday - Friday 9 am - 8 pm).  Calls charged at local rate. 
 
 

Hope, a new docudrama about the Knock apparition, made and directed in Ireland, is now 
available to purchase on DVD at the Knock Shrine website online store.  The film was            

directed for global tv network EWTN by Campbell Miller from Co Down, who earlier this 
year presented a copy of the film to Pope Francis at a public   audience in the Vatican.  

The film features contributions from relatives of the original witnesses, as well as Fr                  
Richard Gibbons, PP, Knock, Archbishop Eamon Martin and Knock historian, Tom Neary as 

well as Marion Carroll who was cured of a serious illness while on pilgrimage at Knock.  
  

Waterside Theatre has an online programme of classes for families, children, young 

people and care homes to help us shake off those lockdown blues.  We have lots of your 
favourite artists delivering workshops in dance, drama, storytelling, movement, music and 

visual art.  For more information on our timetable and how to join in and get creative               
contact aj@watersidethreatre.com.  



Verbal Arts Centre has launched WellRead, a free website aimed at supporting parents 

of children aged 8 - 11 years to nurture a child’s emotional health and wellbeing through 
storytelling.  The WellRead website features a collection of carefully curated new and       

classic short stories by authors from all over the world.  Accompanied by a series of                  
questions using state-of-the-art chatbot technology, parents are guided through the story 

to help them spark a conversation with their child.  WellRead is designed to help parents 
talk to their child about emotional wellbeing and for a child to learn more about their own 

feelings as well as the feelings of those around them.  It also allows them to explore new 
ways of solving problems and coping with stress.  To get started with WellRead visit 

www.theverbal.co or www.mywellread.com. 
 

NW Migrants’ Forum Friendly Faces Virtual Club  Would you like to connect and 

make new friends whilst on lockdown?  Are you curious and want to learn about                         
traditions, customs and etiquette?  Or perhaps you would like to expand your cultural 

knowledge. Friendly Faces Virtual Club invites adults to register their interest on 
info@nwmf.org.uk or call 028 71362184, whatsapp 07476136168.  The group meets on 

Mondays from 2 - 4 pm and Thursdays from 7.30 - 9.30 pm and promotes health and well
-being, connects people from diverse backgrounds and keeps intercultural dialogue alive.   

Activities include intercultural recipe challenge, intercultural quiz nights and current affairs 
debates and discussions.  Everyone welcome. 
 

Bluebell Arts will be hosting a series of spoken word events and opportunities for poets, 
writers, performers and spoken word artists.  The poetry slam will be held on Saturday 

27th June and Saturday 25th Jul at 6 pm.  To enter email Frank Rafferty on                            
bluebellartsproject@hotmail.com and an entry form will be sent to you.  The slams will be 

broadcast live via the Bluebell Arts Derry Facebook group page.  Bluebell Arts also has a 
variety of online creative arts video workshops for a wide range of arts and crafts             

activities for all ages on the Bluebell Arts Derry Youtube channel. 
 

FREE Stress Control Online Course starts on Monday 8th June from 2 - 3.30 pm or 

8.30 - 10 pm.  Stress is a normal reaction to the rapidly changing and uncertain times we 
are living in at the moment.  The classes will help people deal with common problems like 

anxiety, depression, panicky feelings, poor sleep and poor well-being.  Visit: 
www.ni.stresscontrol.org. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 



 

 

WE ARE OPEN  FOR                     

SOLITARY PERSONAL                       

PRAYER AS FOLLOWS 
 

St Patrick’s: 11 am - 5 pm 
 

St Brigid’s: 12 noon - 5 pm 
 

St Joseph’s: 12 noon - 5 pm 

 

The churches are                                  

professionally cleaned 

each day for                      

health and safety.                          

 

Please respect                          

social distancing.                              

 

Hand gel is available     

at all doors.                            

 

We welcome people     

for private prayer. 

 
 

St Patrick’s  St Brigid’s  St Joseph’s 



 








