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                                         God’s Way 
 

God’s ways are not our ways and our ways are not God’s ways.  

We will find no clearer illustration of this truth than the incident 
recorded in today’s Gospel reading.  

No sooner had Peter received one of Jesus’ greatest                    
affirmations on declaring him to be the Christ, the Son of the 

Living God (Matt. 16:16), than he received one of his harshest 
rebukes: ‘Get behind me, Satan!  You are a hindrance to me; 

for you are not on the side of God, but of men’ (v 23).  Poor 
Peter must have reeled - he was after all only trying to help.  

In uttering his rebuke, Jesus was, however, looking beyond Peter to Satan, who he                           
discerned to be behind his disciple’s words.  Jesus’ entire mission and goal was focused on 

the cross.  Never in human history was someone born to die like Jesus.  His death would 
mean life for all, and Satan and his realm worked day and night to prevent it.  

Like Peter, each one of us needs to grow and mature in our understanding of the cross.                    

It was on the cross that God proved his love for us.  When Christ hung and bled and died it 
was God saying to the world, ‘I love you’.  Nails could not have kept Jesus on the cross:               

it was his love that held him there.   Jesus came to pay a debt he did not owe because we 
owed a debt we could not pay.  We are blessed beyond compare because we stand in the 

glory of the cross and have received through it every grace and blessing.        Bible Alive 
 

Lord, teach me to be generous.  Teach me to love and serve as you deserve;                        
to give and not to count the cost; to fight and not to heed the wounds;                                

to toil and not to seek for rest; to labour and to look for no reward,                                   
save that of knowing that I do your holy will, Amen.  (St Ignatius of Loyola) 

 

 

The Season of Creation  Pope Francis established 1st September 

as an annual World Day of Prayer for the Care of Creation.  The 
Season of Creation or Creation Time, is marked through the                     

Christian world from 1st September - 4th October (Feast of St       
Francis of Assisi) and celebrates the joy of creation as well as                   

encouraging awareness-raising initiatives to protect the natural environment. World Day of 
Prayer for the Care of Creation, offers to individual believers and to the community a precious 
opportunity to renew our personal participation in this vocation as custodians of creation,                      

raising to God our thanks for the marvellous works that he has entrusted to our care, invoking 
his help for the protection of creation and his mercy for the sins committed against the world in 

which we live. Visit https://www.derrydiocese.org/news/the-season-of-creation.  
 

Father, we praise you with all your creatures. They came forth from your all-powerful hand; 

they are yours, filled with your presence and your tender love. Praise be to you! Son of God, 
Jesus, through you all things were made. You were formed in the womb of Mary our Mother, 

You became part of this earth, and you gazed upon this world with human eyes. Today you are 
alive in every creature in your risen glory. Praise be to you! Holy Spirit, by your light you guide 

this world towards the Father’s love and accompany creation as it groans in travail. You also 
dwell in our hearts and you inspire us to do what is good. Praise be to you! God of love, show 

us our place in this world as the channels of your love for all creatures of this earth, for not one 
of them is forgotten in your sight. Enlighten those who possess power and money that they 

may avoid the sin of indifference, that they may love the common good, advance the weak, 
and care for this world in which we live. The poor and the earth are crying out. O Lord, seize us 

with your power and light, help us to protect all life, to prepare for a better future, for the com-
ing of your Kingdom of justice, peace, love and beauty. Praise be to you! Amen. (Pope Francis)  

https://www.derrydiocese.org/news/the-season-of-creation


We welcome people back to the public celebration of the Eucharist in the 
three churches of our parish. For those who prefer to do so, we invite you 

to join us via webcam in Three Patrons’ Parish by watching our live 

streaming which can be viewed online at churchservices.tv/pennyburn, 
churchservices.tv/carnhill, churchservices.tv/galliagh or the parish                   

website at www.threepatrons.org/webcam.  Please note change of Mass 

times to facilitate fair distribution of people attending Masses. We                       
encourage you to use the three churches of our parish to ensure                             

adherence to social distancing regulations. 
 

 

ST PATRICK’S CHURCH, PENNYBURN  

Sunday 30th August - Twenty-Second Sunday of the Year 

6.00 pm: (Sat) Vigil; 8.00 am, 10.00 am & 12 noon: Mass 

Monday - Friday   

7.30 am: Mass; 9.40 am: Rosary; 10.00 am: Mass  

Saturday   
9.40 am: Rosary; 10.00 am: Mass 

Sunday 6th September - Twenty-Third Sunday of the Year 
6.00 pm: (Sat) Vigil; 8.00 am, 10.00 am & 12 noon: Mass 
 

ST BRIGID’S CHURCH, CARNHILL  
Sunday 30th August - Twenty-Second Sunday of the Year 

6.00 pm: (Sat) Vigil; 10.30 am & 12.30 pm: Mass 

Monday - Friday 
9.00 am: Mass followed by Rosary 

Sunday 6th September - Twenty-Third Sunday of the Year 
6.00 pm: (Sat) Vigil; 10.30 am & 12.30 pm: Mass 
 

ST JOSEPH’S CHURCH, GALLIAGH  
Sunday 30th August - Twenty-Second Sunday of the Year 

7.00 pm: (Sat) Vigil; 9.00am & 11.00 am: Mass 

Monday - Thursday 

11.00 am: Mass followed by Rosary 

Please visit the Franciscan Friars’ facebook ‘derryfranciscan  

Friday 11.00 am: Mass followed by Rosary 
7.00 pm: Healing Night with Franciscan Friars of the Renewal 

Sunday 6th September - Twenty-Third Sunday of the Year 
7.00 pm: (Sat) Vigil; 9.00am & 11.00 am: Mass 
 

____________________________________________________ 

 

It is very important at this time that we pray asking God for protection. Perhaps                              

individuals or families could commit to praying the Rosary each day for relief of this crisis. 
 

A Prayer in the Time of the Coronavirus by Fr Brian Grogan S.J 

Dear God, in 1879 the Apparition at Knock gave hope and courage to the 

people of Ireland in difficult times.   We ask that Our Lady may now protect                  
your beloved people from the coronavirus.  May its victims be strengthened 

by the spiritual support of the Christian community and restored soon to 

full health.  We also pray for the medical personnel who deal with the virus. This 
we ask in confidence through Christ Our Lord. Amen. Our Lady of Knock, pray for 

us,  St Joseph, pray for us, St John the Evangelist, pray for us. Amen.   

 

Saints of the Coming Week   
Monday St Aidan of Lindisfarne, bishop and missionary,                      

Thursday St Gregory the Great, pope and doctor of the Church,  
Friday St Mac Nissi, bishop                                                                                                                                         



AN ACT OF SPIRITUAL COMMUNION  

“My Jesus, I believe that you desire to make your home within me and 
that you are present in the Most Holy Sacrament of the altar.                            

I love you above all things, and I desire to receive you in my soul. 
Since I cannot at this moment receive you sacramentally, come                      

spiritually into my heart. I embrace your love as if you were already 
there, and I unite myself wholly to you. Never permit me to be                         

separated from you. Amen."    
 

                _________________________________________________________________________ 

Requiescant in Pace Eddie Harkin, Ballyarnett Road, Robin Kane, Carnhill 

Derry Diocesan Society You are asked to remember in your prayers the                     

following people that were recently enrolled in the Derry Diocesan Society:                                        

Bishop Francis Lagan, Gerard Quinn, Patrick J Doherty, Ester McGovern, Lily Mackey, 

William C Roberts, Des Harvey, Joe Gamble, William Fleming, Cathy McHugh,                      

Sean McMahon, Sheila Fleming, Mary McCloskey, John Clarke, Geraldine Butler,                        

Rosemary Morrin, Bobby Durey, Mary Doherty, Kathleen Armstrong, Brian McDevitt, 

Marian Carlin, Kevin Browne, Bridín McDermott, John McCormick, Kathleen Friel,                    

Patton Hynes, Maura Slevin, Tony McDaid, Mark McDermott, Geraldine O’Hagan,                     

Rita Nicell, Christine Dunleavy, Thomas McCauley (jnr), Paddy Glenn, Billy McDonnell, 

Michael Gallagher, Patrick O’Hara, Patrick McCrossan, Maureen Quinn, Jackie Logue, 

Michael & Kathleen Duffy, Fr John McNamara, Mary Jamison, Michael Lyttle,                                

Maura Bradley, Jim Keenan, Mary Murphy, Margaret Ward, Deborah Deeney,                           

John McLaughlin, Jean Martin, Mary J Browne, Anthea O’Hara, Joseph Friel,                              

Mary Gallagher, Brian McCool, Lily Tallent, Frank Semple, John Coyle, David Wright, 

Lauren McCloskey, Anthony McKeever, Bridgene Conaghan, Bryan Concannon,                         

Mickey Singh, Daryl O’Hagan, Rachael Glenn, Maureen Lynch Fox, Brian Duffy,                          

Phonsie English, Eileen Cox, Michael McNaught, Raymond McGlinchey, Breedge Harkin, 

Eileen McMenamin, Paul Gallagher.  That these and all who sleep in Christ may find in 

your presence light, happiness and peace, Amen. 

Anniversaries Daniel McGettigan, Danny Browne, Joe Cartin, Nan Cartin,                                

Cathal McDaid, Hugh Gillen, George McGilloway, Kathleen Grant, Billy Hay,                              

Jerome Mackey, Joseph Mackey, Frances McNally, Charles Herron, Mary Bradley,                   

Hugh Porter, George Mullan, Celine Rafferty, Jimmy Crumley, Terence Cavanagh,                     

Margaret Campbell, Moira McMenamin, Nina McCloskey, Isobel McLaughlin,                         

Emma McLaughlin, Ollie Smith. May they rest in peace.                                                                                                                                                                                                                 

 

Baptisms  We welcome into God’s family Dakota Sydney Campbell, Hannah Grace 
Hargan, Jamie Michael Kirkwood, Mason William Nixon, Oisin James Campbell, 

Caiden Declan Holden Devine, Roise Ivy Moore, Reuben Kevin McLaughlin, Clodagh 
Eire Logan, Brayden John Diamond, Cara Crudden, Elena Ann Breslin, Grainne 

Patricia Jordan, Brody Turner, Elena Ann Breslin 
 

 

Anniversary Masses and Prayers  If you wish to have an anniversary Mass offered                   

or a Mass or prayers offered for any intention, please email the parish offices                               
at stpatricks@threepatrons.org or stbrigids@threepatrons.org or phone                                        

the parochial houses at St. Patrick’s (028 71262360) or St. Brigid’s (028 71351261).                                                                  

 

Supporting Your Parish Thank you for your ongoing generosity to the offertory                        

collection through envelope, standing order, online payments and the ‘donate’ button on 

our parish website.  Thanks also to those who have returned Gift Aid declaration forms.  
Your support is greatly appreciated.  Boxes are available in our three churches to                        

return your parish envelopes.  If you require information about any of the above          
methods of supporting Three Patrons Parish, please contact the parish office - 

stpatricks@threepatrons.org or 028 71262360.  The bank account details for Three                    
Patrons’ Parish are: sort code: 90 49 74; account number: 51442271.   
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. 
Thank You We extend our thanks to those who volunteer as stewards in our three 

churches.  Thank 
 



Readings for Sunday 6th September, Twenty-Third Sunday of the Year                          

1st Reading: Ezekiel 33:7-9; Responsorial Psalm: Psalm 95: 1-2, 6-7, 8-9 (8);                      
2nd Reading: 13: 8-10; Gospel:  Matthew 18:15-20 

 

Readings for Sunday 6th September The first reading God tells Ezekiel he will                       

be held accountable for his task as a prophet. The second reading St Paul insists                      
that what is done in love cannot hurt another. The Gospel Jesus shows how                              

love can sometimes include confrontation.  

_ 
_______________________________________________________________ 

 

Face Coverings At this time, both in N Ireland and in the Republic of Ireland, the                         

governments have not made mandatory the wearing of face coverings at services of                   

worship.  However, following recent consultations with public health authorities, the leaders 
of the four main churches in Ireland decided to recommend and encourage the use of face 

at Masses and other liturgical celebrations, from Sunday 30th August 2020.  Some people 
are exempt from the wearing of face coverings, even in situations which would otherwise 

be mandatory, as outlined at https://www.nidirect.gov.uk/articules/coronavirus-covid19-
face-coverings and https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/aac74c-guidance-on-safe-use-of-

facecoverings.  Please continue to observe social distancing, and to use the hand sanitiser 
on entering and leaving our three churches. 

St Joseph’s Young Priests’ Society The Society’s next meeting will be held in the                
Emmaus Room, beside Pennyburn church on Friday 4th September after 10 am Mass.                  

St Joseph’s Young Priests’ Society is a lay catholic association in the church, established in 
Ireland in 1895.  The Patron of the Society is St Joseph, and the Society’s purpose is to 

help provide the church with priests for today and tomorrow, and to help its members     
understand and live out their own vocation to witness to Christ and share their faith.               

Today, there are branches in many parishes throughout Ireland.  The Society has received 

encouragement for its work from successive Popes and its constitution has been approved 
by the Irish Bishops.  Members pray regularly for all students preparing for the                      

priesthood, and are asked to make a modest contribution (50 pence per month) to the So-
ciety, and to invite others to do the same.  Please call in after Friday morning’s Mass.   

Monthly Mass in honour of St Pio will be celebrated on Monday 7th September at 7 pm 
in St Patrick’s Church, Pennyburn.  We ask God’s blessing on all through the intercession of 

St Pio.   
The First Healing Night of the Season with the Franciscan Friars will take place on                

Friday 4th September at 7.00 pm in St Joseph’s Church, Galliagh.  Unfortunately, due to 
the coronavirus regulations and respecting social distancing a maximum of 120 people can 

attend in the church so we will still have the service available at derryfranciscans facebook 
page or St Joseph’s Church webcam.  For those who want to come in person, you’ll have to 

get a ticket.  If you are from Derry, please call at the friary from Monday - Thursday from 
9 am-12 noon or 7-8 pm.  For those out of town please email derryfranciscans@gmail.com 

to request tickets.  Please specify numbers.  Looking forward to seeing you.  

Holy Family Padre Pio Prayer Group will hold their next meeting on Tuesday 1st                          
September beginning directly after 7.15 pm Mass in Holy Family church, Ballymagroarty.  

There will be a first class relic available for blessing.  Everyone welcome. 
National Grandparents’ Pilgrimage 2020 will be broadcast live on Sunday 13th                 

September at 3 pm from the Basilica at Knock Shrine.  Grandparents and their families are 
invited to join online at www.knockshrine.ie/watch.  They invite all children to send a 

prayer and a hug to their grandparents. Email: info@catholicgrandparentsassociation.com. 
Anam Cara Donegal, the organisation that supports bereaved parents, is holding its 

monthly Parent Evening on Thursday 10th September* at 7.20 pm in the Raddison Blu, 
Letterkenny.  This event is free and open to all bereaved parents regardless of the age 

your child died, the circumstances of their death, or whether their death was recent or not. 
(*subject to change in accordance with government guidelines). For information                   

contact 01 4045378 or 028 95213120 or l.milligan@anamcara.ie. Visit www.anamcara.ie.  
Thank You to those who volunteer as stewards in our churches.  Thanks also to those who 

clean the churches everyday and ensure they are safe spaces for all. 

 

 
 



Matt Talbot Prayer Society St Eugene’s Cathedral launched the Matt Talbot Prayer                        

Society to pray for people suffering from, recovering from or affected by any form of                
addiction. To join the Matt Talbot Society, you are invited to enrol the name of the person 

to be prayed for and the addiction from which we pray they will be freed. Those enrolled 
will be prayed every day by members of the Society. Mass will be offered on the first         

Monday of every month in St Eugene’s Cathedral at 7.30 pm. You will also receive an                 
enrolment card to enable you to join in the prayer. To enrol please contact 71262894 or 

steugenes@btconnect.com or private message St Eugene’s Cathedral Facebook page.  
Give Blood, Save Lives  NI Blood Transfusion Service will collect donations of blood on 

Wednesday 9th and Thursday 10th September from 10.30 am - 1.30 pm & 3 pm - 6.30 
pm and on Thursday 11th September from 10.30 am - 1.30 pm & 3 pm - 6 pm.  Before 

attending you are asked to book an appointment to donate by calling 08085534653. 
Sacred Heart Messenger  The digital version of the September Messenger will be the 

last issue to be offered free of charge.  From October onwards, the digital edition will only 
be available to subscribers.  A digital subscription costs just €15 per year and we hope 

you will decide to subscribe.  The September issue can be viewed on https://issuu.com/

messengerpublications/docs/messenger_september. 
Online Youth Programmes To access a wide variety of initiatives and activities by Derry 

Diocesan Youth, visit Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/DerryDiocesanYouth/                       
Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/derryyouth/. 

Foyle Hospice Ladies Only Cycle 20th - 27th Sept Registration is now open for this 
annual event.  Your cycle, your way.  Choose your own challenge or join our ‘Zwift virtual 

cycle’ on Sunday 27th September at 10 am. Complete your challenge between 20th - 27th 
September and receive a commemorative certificate for all cyclists. Registration: £10.  

Register at https://register.enthuse.com/ps/event/LadiesOnlyCycle or call 71359888. 
Growth in Prayer and Reflective Living Course, 2020 - 2021 Drumalis This one 

year course in Ignatian Spirituality takes place from September 2020 to June 2021 on 
Monday evenings and is facilitated by the Drumalis Retreat and Conference Centre,                      

Co Antrim in association with the Ignatian Spirituality Centre in Glasgow.  For more                         
information please email maura@drumalis.co.uk. Visit: https://youtu.be/I3JY2lChUU4. 

Love the Life You Live This new drug, alcohol and mental health awareness programme 

is being offered free of charge to 13 - 24 year olds by HURT starting on Saturday 19th 
September from 11.30 am - 2.30 pm and Wednesday evenings from 6 - 9 pm.  There are 

two options for attendance: either by Zoom or in person at Destined Learning Centre, 
Foyle Rd. Covid guidelines apply with limited places available at the venue. Topics                     

addressed will include: Drug and Alcohol Awareness, Equality & Diversity and Save a 
Mate: CPR and use of an AED (defibrillator); Helping a choking casualty; Helping someone 

who may be having a heart attack; Helping someone who is having an asthma attack; 
Managing panic attacks; Dealing with bleeding and Managing Burns and scalds;                           

Recognising and responding to the signs and symptoms of poisoning. Advice, guidance 
and training on dealing with head injuries and suicide prevention.  The course also                     

includes practical knowledge and skills to keep someone safe in the event of a mental 
health crisis.  Anyone interested in attending the programme is urged to contact HURT on 

028 71369696. 
Alzheimer’s Society Memory Walk  Why not take on your own Memory Walk this                

September for World Alzheimer’s Month?  Unite with us on 20th September and join tens 

of thousands of people getting ready to walk for loved ones.  Whether you walk 10,000 
steps, 10 miles or 10 minutes, get ready to make it your walk, your way.  If you raise 

£100, we’ll send you a medal in the post to say thank you. Sign up at                                   
memorywalk.org.uk.  Thank you. 

Pope Francis’ Prayer Intention for September  You are invited to answer the Holy      
Father’s request and to join with many people worldwide in praying for September’s                      

intention: Respect for the planet’s resources.  We pray that the planet’s resources will 
not be plundered, but shared in a just and respectful manner. 

 

 

 



 

  Back To School - A Prayer For Students  
 

  Dear God, bless all children and young people this day. 
I   instruct them. Give them inquiring minds and discerning hearts. 

  Strengthen them. Give them courage to persevere  in all they undertake. 
  Delight them.  Give them the gift of joy and wonder in all things. 

  Befriend them.  Give them laughter and love to share with all. 
  Guard them. Give them protection and safety as they                       

  move out of the embrace of home. 
  Love them.  And give them sure and certain knowledge                                      

  of your unfailing love, Amen. 


