
 

       Parish of the Three Patrons 
        24th SUNDAY OF THE YEAR: YEAR A - 13th SEPTEMBER 2020 

                         Parish Clergy                      
                  Fr Michael McCaughey PP – 028 71262360 – stpatricks@threepatrons.org 
                             Fr Gerard Mongan CC – 028 71351261 – stbrigids@threepatrons.org 
           Fr Chris Ferguson (Priest in Residence) – 028 71351261 – stbrigids@threepatrons.org 
                 Franciscan Friars of the Renewal - 028 71419980 - facebook: derryfranciscans 

                                 www.threepatrons.org threepatronsfacebook 
  

 Forgiveness 
 

The need to be people of forgiveness is not just a matter of 

Christian faith: it’s also a matter of common sense.  Many 
of us have met the kind of person who seems to lack the 

ability to let go of even rather small offences; the person 
who, on the one hand, has a memory like an elephant, but 

on the other hand, has a very poor memory, because they 
seem to have forgotten so much of the good they’ve                 

experienced.  It’s as if so much of their memory’s capacity 

is taken up with hurt there’s no space left for blessings. 
 

A person in that sad situation is, ironically, a very good advertisement for forgiveness, for 

rising above life’s hurts.  They can remind us of the common sense that tells us not to                  
burden ourselves. 
 

But what common sense asks of us is not easy, and the other place from which we get the 

logic of forgiveness and the ability to forgive is our faith.  Here’s a good general rule that 
we might bear in mind whenever we hear or read the Gospel: when Jesus teaches us                                 

something persistently, we can be sure of two things: it’s possible, and it’s difficult.  In the 
Gospel we’ve just heard, Jesus very strongly teaches the need for forgiveness, and it’s to 

him that we as Christians need to look, to find the ability to forgive. 
 

Pope St John Paul once wrote: ‘What does it mean to forgive, if not to appeal to a good 
that is greater than any evil?’  He was referring to the forgiveness of appalling crimes and 

hurts, but even for lesser hurts, that insight is valid. To forgive is an act of human common 
sense, but to forgive as a Christian is to trust that God can work out all hurts and offences 

in his time and in his way.          Fr Chris Hayden 
 

       Lord, I ask - make my heart like yours.    

_________________________________________________________ 
                                                                                   
 

First Holy Communion  You are asked to remember in your prayers the children 

from our schools who will receive their First Holy Communion this week. 
 

St Patrick’s Primary School  
Monday 14th September at 12.30 pm & 2.30 pm in St Patrick’s Church, Pennyburn  

Tuesday 15th September at 12.30 pm 2.30 pm in St Patrick’s Church, Pennyburn  
Wednesday 16th September at 12.30 pm in St Patrick’s Church, Pennyburn  
 

St Paul’s Primary School  

Tuesday 15th September at 3.30 pm in St Joseph’s Church, Galliagh  
 

St Therese’s Primary School  
Wednesday 16th September at 3.30 pm in St Joseph’s Church, Galliagh  

Thursday 17th September at 3.30 pm in St Joseph’s Church, Galliagh  
 

Greenhaw Primary School  
Friday 18th September at 12.30 pm and 3.00 pm in St Brigid’s Church, Carnhill  
 

Ardnashee School and College  

Friday 18th September at 2.00 pm in St Patrick’s Church, Pennyburn  
 

First Communion Blessings   

May you always know the peace of Jesus, the light                          
of His love, and the joy of His life within you. 

 



We welcome people back to the public celebration of the Eucharist in the 
three churches of our parish. For those who prefer to do so, we invite you 

to join us via webcam in Three Patrons’ Parish by watching our live 

streaming which can be viewed online at churchservices.tv/pennyburn, 
churchservices.tv/carnhill, churchservices.tv/galliagh or the parish                   

website at www.threepatrons.org/webcam.  Please note change of Mass 

times to facilitate fair distribution of people attending Masses. We                       
encourage you to use the three churches of our parish to ensure                             

adherence to social distancing regulations. 
 

 

ST PATRICK’S CHURCH, PENNYBURN  

Sunday 13th September - Twenty-Fourth Sunday of the Year 

6.00 pm: (Sat) Vigil; 8.00 am, 10.00 am & 12 noon: Mass 

Monday & Tuesday 

7.30 am: Mass; 9.40 am: Rosary; 10.00 am: Mass;  

12.30 pm: First Holy Communion Mass; 2.30 pm: First Holy Communion Mass 
Wednesday 

7.30am: Mass; 9.40am: Rosary; 10am: Mass; 12.30 pm First Communion Mass 
Thursday  7.30 am: Mass; 9.40 am: Rosary; 10.00 am: Mass 

Friday 7.30am Mass; 9.40am Rosary; 10am Mass; 2pm First Communion Mass 

Saturday  9.40 am: Rosary; 10.00 am: Mass 
Sunday 20th September - Twenty-Fifth Sunday of the Year 

6.00 pm: (Sat) Vigil; 8.00 am, 10.00 am & 12 noon: Mass 
 

ST BRIGID’S CHURCH, CARNHILL  

Sunday 13th September - Twenty-Fourth Sunday of the Year 
6.00 pm: (Sat) Vigil; 10.30 am & 12.30 pm: Mass 

Monday - Thursday  9.00 am: Mass followed by Rosary 

Friday 9.00 am: Mass followed by Rosary 
12.30 pm: First Holy Communion Mass; 3.00 pm: First Holy Communion Mass 

Sunday 20th September - Twenty-Fifth Sunday of the Year 

6.00 pm: (Sat) Vigil; 10.30 am & 12.30 pm: Mass 
 

ST JOSEPH’S CHURCH, GALLIAGH  

Sunday 13th September - Twenty-Fourth Sunday of the Year 
7.00 pm: (Sat) Vigil; 9.00am & 11.00 am: Mass 

Monday 11.00 am: Mass followed by Rosary 
Tuesday - Thursday 

11am: Mass followed by Rosary; 3.30pm First Holy Communion Mass 

Friday11.00 am: Mass followed by Rosary 
Please visit the Franciscan Friars’ facebook ‘derryfranciscans’  

Sunday 20th September - Twenty-Fifth Sunday of the Year 

7.00 pm: (Sat) Vigil; 9.00am & 11.00 am: Mass 
 

____________________________________________________ 

 

It is very important at this time that we pray asking God for protection. Perhaps                              

individuals or families could commit to praying the Rosary each day for relief of this crisis. 
 

A Prayer in the Time of the Coronavirus by Fr Brian Grogan S.J 
Dear God, in 1879 the Apparition at Knock gave hope and courage to the people of Ire-

land in difficult times.   We ask that Our Lady may now protect your beloved people from 
the coronavirus.  May its victims be strengthened by the spiritual support of the Christian 

community and restored soon to full health.  We also pray for the medical personnel who 

deal with the virus. This we ask in confidence through Christ Our Lord. Amen. Our Lady 
of Knock, pray for us,  St Joseph, pray for us, St John the Evangelist, pray for us. Amen.   



AN ACT OF SPIRITUAL COMMUNION  

“My Jesus, I believe that you desire to make your home within me and 
that you are present in the Most Holy Sacrament of the altar.                            

I love you above all things, and I desire to receive you in my soul. 
Since I cannot at this moment receive you sacramentally, come                      

spiritually into my heart. I embrace your love as if you were already 
there, and I unite myself wholly to you. Never permit me to be                         

separated from you. Amen."    
 

                _________________________________________________________________________ 

Requiescant in Pace Emmet Rafferty, Galliagh Park, Oliver Duffy, Shandon Park, 

Brenda Smith, England, Seana Stokes, Kelsey Stokes, Derrymore, Tony Pyke, Carnhill 

and Cornwall.  

Anniversaries Billy McGrenery, Des McLaughlin, John Quigley, Charles Herron,  

Theodoros Oikonomou, Maurice McMenamin, Eileen May, Sadie Clarke,                    

Theresa Kelly, Len Donnelly, Martin Leonard, Mary McIvor, Betty Kelly,  

Paschal McLaughlin, Eamon Doherty, John Nash, Tony Appleton, Thomas Doherty, 

Catherine Carson, Bernadette Boyle, Elizabeth Breslin, Patrick Dunne, Kevin McGovern, 

Mary McCourt, Jim McDonagh, Ted McLaughlin. May they rest in peace.                                                                                                                                                                                                                 

 

 

Baptisms  We welcome into God’s family Daiti Sean McCloskey-McLaughlin,                         

Ellen Rose Mullan, Olivia MacFarland, Eabha Denise Pauline Johnston,                             
Phoebe Margaret Martine McGarvey, Cillian Thomas Campbell, Remi Jo McShane, 

Eimhéar Kellie Temple, Ezra Novak Dickson, Faye Grace O’Doherty,                                  
Raea Martina Clarke, Ayda Belle Curran, Bobby Patrick Doherty, Jacob Elijah Smith. 
 

Marriage  We offer our good wishes and God’s blessing to Francesca Hamer and Ciaran 
Boyle and Catherine Boucher and David Millar who were married recently in St Patrick’s 

Church, Pennyburn.                                                                              __________________________________________________________ 

 

Supporting Your Parish Thank you for your ongoing generosity to the offertory                        
collection through envelope, standing order, online payments and the ‘donate’ button on 

our parish website.  Your support is greatly appreciated.  Boxes are available in our 
three churches to return your parish envelopes.  If you require information about 

any of the above methods of supporting Three Patrons Parish, please contact the parish 
office - stpatricks@threepatrons.org or 028 71262360.  The bank account details for 

Three Patrons’ Parish are: sort code: 90 49 74; account number: 51442271.   

 

 

 

________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Anniversary Masses and Prayers  If you wish to have an anniversary Mass offered                   

or a Mass or prayers offered for any intention, please email the parish offices                               
at stpatricks@threepatrons.org or stbrigids@threepatrons.org or phone                                        

the parochial houses at St. Patrick’s (028 71262360) or St. Brigid’s (028 71351261).                  

 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Readings for Sunday 20th September, Twenty-Fifth Sunday of the Year                          

1st Reading: ; Responsorial Psalm: 103: 1-2,3-4, 9-10, 11-12;                                      
2nd Reading: Romans 14: 7-9; Gospel:  Matthew 18: 21-35 

 

Readings for Sunday 20th September The first reading Isaiah pleads with us to                

return to the Lord who is rich in forgiving; The second reading St Paul alerts us to ‘avoid 
anything in your everyday lives that would be unworthy of the gospel of Christ’.                           

The Gospel Christ subverts our inward way of looking at things and people.  He                         
highlights the gift of generosity over the envy that we use to compare and contrast.                     

The last will be first and the first, last.  This is the gospel way. 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Thank You We extend our thanks to those who volunteer as stewards in our three 

churches.  Thanks also to those who clean our churches everyday and ensure they are 
safe spaces for all. 

Monthly Mass praying with and for Sister Clare Crockett will be celebrated today 
(Sunday) at 7 pm in Termonbacca.  Mass will be streamed live on Termonbacca facebook 

page and youtube channel.   
 

Lord, I believe. Strengthen my faith.   
 



“The Life and death of each of us has its influence on others;  

if we live, we live for the Lord; and if we die, we die for the Lord,  
so that alive or dead we belong to the Lord”.  (Romans 14:7) 

 

If the Lord invites you to follow Him in humble obedience as a priest or in the consecrated 

life, how will you respond?  If the Spirit is prompting you to know Christ as a priest, or in 
the consecrated life, speak to your local priest, or call your Diocesan Vocations Director, 

visit derryvocations.org or email the National Vocations Office at info@vocations.ie. 
 

________________________________________________________ 
 

A Prayer for Vocations based on the words of Pope Francis  

LORD of the Harvest,  
BLESS young people with the gift of courage to respond to your call. 

Open their hearts to great ideals to great things.  

INSPIRE all of your disciples to mutual love and giving - for vocations 
blossom in the good soil of faithful people.  

INSTILL those in religious life, parish ministries and families with the 
confidence and grace to invite others to embrace the bold and noble 

path of life consecrated to you.  
UNITE us to Jesus through prayer and sacrament, so that we may                     

co-operate with you in building your reign of mercy and truth, of justice 
and peace. Amen.  
 

Adapted from Pope Francis’ Message on the 51st World Day of Prayer for Vocations  
___ 

____________________________________________________________________________                                                 
 

Saints of the Coming Week 
Monday: The Exaltation of the Cross; Tuesday: Our Lady of Sorrows;                                     

Wednesday: Ss Cornelius, pope and Cyprian, bishop, martyrs; Thursday: St Robert                  
Bellarmine, bishop and doctor of the Church; Saturday: St Januarius, bishop and martyr. 

 

The Feast of the Triumph of the Cross takes place on Monday 14th 
September.  There are a number of Scripture verses which are really                   

important for believers to know - and even know by heart.  And one of 
these we find in today’s Gospel reading. 
 

‘God so loved the world that he sent his only Son, that whoever believes in 

him should not perish but have eternal life’ (v 16).  This verse is important because it                   
contains what Pope Francis might call the ‘initial proclamation’, the basic gospel message.  

If this were the only Scripture we managed to learn by heart we would do well.  For it                 
encapsulates the very essence of the Christian faith, that God, the Creator of the whole 

universe, sent his Son, God made man, to die on the cross, so that every single human       
being might inherit the gift of eternal life.  The beauty about this message is that it lays 

low the idea that we can save ourselves - we cannot.  Not one of us can enter the joy of 

heaven on our own merit - we enter the joy of heaven on the merit and through the                     
righteousness of God’s only Son. 
 

Our Lady of Sorrows 15th September  The feast of the Holy Cross is celebrated each 
year on 14th September.  The following day we honour Mary, the woman who stood at the 

foot of the cross as her son died.  She knows what it’s like when ‘a sword of sorrow’ 
pierces the heart.  Yet she was her son’s first and best disciple, an example for us to copy. 

Mary, Mother of Sorrows, you suffer with us when we endure the cross: pray for us.  

 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
_ 

St Joseph’s Young Priests’ Society acknowledge with thanks donations of £310, £20 

and €1,000. 

Accord Marriage Preparation Courses will take place on Saturday 10th October, 21st 

November, 5th December 2020 at St Eugene’s Community Hall, Infirmary Rd, Derry, BT48 
9AP and Saturday 26th September, 24th October and 21st November 2020 at Strand                  

Hotel, Ballyliffin.  Limited places.  To book visit www.accord.ie.  

Accord Couples and Relationship Support Line If you need to speak to an                              

experienced couples and relationships counsellor during this time of unprecedented stress 
and pressure on family life contact 003531 5313331, 028 956800151 or                                     

003531 9059555.  Lines open 9am - 8pm Monday - Friday.  All calls charged at local rate. 

 
 



National Grandparents’ Pilgrimage 2020 will be broadcast live today,                                

Sunday 13th September at 3 pm from the Basilica at Knock Shrine.   
Grandparents and their families are invited to join online at www.knockshrine.ie/watch.  

 
    Pope Benedict’s Prayer for Grandparents 

  




