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     All are invited, all are welcome 
 

 

We all love a good meal with our friends and family.  Whenever we 

share a meal with those we love, there is a sense of joy,                                                  
community and belonging which is experienced by those around 

the table.  Stories are told and new memories are created. 

The same was true at the time of Jesus.  We know from the                                  
gospels, that Jesus sat and ate with many people.  To share a 

meal with another person then was a sign of equality.  All those 
around the table were seen as equals as they often ate from the 

same plate or bowl.  However, if you were sick in any way you 
were not allowed to sit at the table with others, even members of 

your own family.  To be sick was to be seen as sinner who was                               
being punished by God.  The Pharisees, Scribes and the Jewish elders decided who could 

come into the Temple, the synagogue and sit at the table to share a meal.  If a person                        
didn’t reach the standard that they laid down, then they were ignored, dismissed and                          

unable to eat with others. 
Jesus is very well aware of this.  He himself often ate with those who were ignored, hated 

and dismissed.  We read in the gospel of Mark that the religious leaders pointed to Jesus 
and complained that he even eats with sinners.  Nobody was excluded or dismissed by                                               

Jesus; all were invited, welcomed and included. 

In the first reading and gospel this Sunday the image and symbol of the meal and banquet 
are used to let us know how generous God is.  The first reading tells us that the Lord will 

prepare a meal of rich wine and food.  The Lord will remove the veil of sadness and all                   
people will be invited to this celebration.  In the gospel, Jesus continues this message.  The 

table is set and the food is ready.  However, those invited gave various excuses why they 
could not go to the feast.  In response, the king invited and welcomed strangers, good and 

bad alike.  They were the ones who enjoyed the food and wine. 
Jesus calls us by our name and invites us to come to the feast.  It is up to us whether or 

not we accept this invitation.  We are all invited personally to the table of the Lord.  When 
we gather to celebrate the Eucharist Jesus is the host and we are his guests.  We come as 

we are, not how we would like to be.  The Eucharist is offered to us freely and we are                                                                                                           
invited to respond freely.  It is God’s gift to us and no one is to be excluded. 

As Pope Francis reminds us, ‘the Eucharist is not a prize for the perfect, but a powerful 
medicine and nourishment for the weak . . . the church is a place for everyone, with all 

their problems.’           Michael Moore OMI 

Lord, make my heart compassionate like yours.   
 

___________________________________________ 
 

Monthly Mass praying with and for Sister Clare Crockett will be celebrated today                 
(Sunday) at 7 pm in Termonbacca.  Mass will be streamed live on Termonbacca facebook 

page and youtube channel.   

The October edition of The Net is now available online, on www.derrydiocese.org.  As 

always, it features a wide variety of news, interesting and inspiring interviews, articles and 
photos from parishes across the diocese.  You are invited to read The Net on 

the diocesan website at your convenience. 
Next Week: World Mission Sunday “The Church is on a mission in the world.  

Faith in Jesus Christ enables us to see all things in their proper perspective, as 

we view the world with God’s own eyes and heart.”  Pope Francis 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Saints of the Coming Week  
Wednesday: St Callistus I, pope and martyr;                                              Thursday St 

Teresa of Avila, virgin and doctor of the Church;  
Friday: St Hedwig, religious,  

St Margaret Mary Alacoque, virgin,  
St Gall, abbot and missionary;  

Saturday: St Ignatius of Antioch, bishop and martyr 
 



We welcome people back to the public celebration of the Eucharist in the 
three churches of our parish. For those who prefer to do so, we invite you 

to join us via webcam in Three Patrons’ Parish by watching our live 

streaming which can be viewed online at churchservices.tv/pennyburn, 
churchservices.tv/carnhill, churchservices.tv/galliagh or the parish                   

website at www.threepatrons.org/webcam.  Please note change of Mass 

times to facilitate fair distribution of people attending Masses. We                       
encourage you to use the three churches of our parish to ensure                             

adherence to social distancing regulations. 
 

 

ST PATRICK’S CHURCH, PENNYBURN  

Sunday 11th October - Twenty-Eighth Sunday of the Year 

6.00 pm: (Sat) Vigil; 8.00 am, 10.00 am & 12 noon: Mass 

Monday - Friday 

7.30 am: Mass; 9.40 am: Rosary; 10.00 am: Mass;  

Saturday   
9.40 am: Rosary; 10.00 am: Mass 

Sunday18th October - Twenty-Ninth Sunday of the Year 
6.00 pm: (Sat) Vigil; 8.00 am, 10.00 am & 12 noon: Mass 
 

ST BRIGID’S CHURCH, CARNHILL  
Sunday 11th October - Twenty-Eighth Sunday of the Year 

6.00 pm: (Sat) Vigil; 10.30 am & 12.30 pm: Mass 

Monday - Friday   
9.00 am: Mass followed by Rosary 

Sunday 18th October - Twenty-Ninth Sunday of the Year 
6.00 pm: (Sat) Vigil; 10.30 am & 12.30 pm: Mass 
 

ST JOSEPH’S CHURCH, GALLIAGH  
Sunday 11th October - Twenty– Eighth Sunday of the Year 

7.00 pm: (Sat) Vigil; 9.00am & 11.00 am: Mass 

Monday - Friday 

11.00 am: Mass followed by Rosary 

Please visit the Franciscan Friars’ facebook ‘derryfranciscans’  

Sunday 18th October—Twenty-Ninth Sunday of the Year 
7.00 pm: (Sat) Vigil; 9.00am & 11.00 am: Mass 
 

____________________________________________________ 

 

 

Family Rosary Crusade against Covid-19  Archbishop Eamon invites everyone 
to pray the Rosary during October, asking that we keep those whose health or                 

livelihood have been impacted by the Covid-19 pandemic in our prayers.  
 

Rosary on the Coast takes place today (Sunday 11th October) at 2.30 pm.  This 

year we will again join with many other countries, gathering on our coasts, at                                              
grottos, in churches, on river banks, our homes or wherever we can to pray the 

Rosary safely together. See coastalrosaryireland.ie to see locations near you or to 

register a location. 
 

A Prayer in the Time of the Coronavirus by Fr Brian Grogan S.J 
Dear God, in 1879 the Apparition at Knock gave hope and courage to the 

people of Ireland in difficult times.   We ask that Our Lady may now                   

protect your beloved people from the coronavirus.  May its victims be 
strengthened by the spiritual support of the Christian community and                   

restored soon to full health.  We also pray for the medical personnel who deal with 

the virus. This we ask in confidence through Christ Our Lord. Amen. Our Lady of 
Knock pray for us. St Joseph pray for us. St John the Evangelist pray for us. Amen.   



AN ACT OF SPIRITUAL COMMUNION  

“My Jesus, I believe that you desire to make your home within me and 
that you are present in the Most Holy Sacrament of the altar.                            

I love you above all things, and I desire to receive you in my soul. 
Since I cannot at this moment receive you sacramentally, come                      

spiritually into my heart. I embrace your love as if you were already 
there, and I unite myself wholly to you. Never permit me to be                         

separated from you. Amen."    
 

                _________________________________________________________________________ 

Requiescant in Pace Breda Duddy, 30 Brookdale Park, Gerald Quigley,                         

5 Fergleen Park, Ann Barr, 67 Ederowen Park, Margaret Watts, Iveagh Park. 

Anniversaries Niamh MacCafferty, Kathleen Glynn, Dan McGill, Clodagh Canavan,                               

Lily Sweeney, Gerard McDaid, Marie Doyle, Frances Gallagher, Anna Meenan,                                           

Margaret McCauley, Celine McKinney, Veronica Carlin, Willie Bradley, Tony McCloskey, 

Michael Kitson, Jack McDaid, Maureen Duddy, Paul Cooley, Sean McManus,                                      

Kathleen McCallion, Josie McGrory, Bessie McCartney, Christina McGill, John Murphy, 

Deborah Wilson, Frank Mahon, Colm Slevin, Ted O’Reilly, Roy Turton, Willie Carson,                                      

David Simpson, Josephine Doherty. May they rest in peace.                                                                                                                                                                                                                 

 

 

Baptisms  We welcome into God’s family Charlotte Grace Bonner,                                                        
Jaxon James Borland, Frankie Alan Cullen.  

 
       __________________________________________________________ 

 

Supporting Your Parish Thank you for your ongoing generosity to the offertory                        

collection through envelope, standing order, online payments and the ‘donate’ button on 
our parish website.  Your support is greatly appreciated.  Boxes are available in our 

three churches to return your parish envelopes.  If you require information about 

any of the above methods of supporting Three Patrons Parish, please contact the parish 
office - stpatricks@threepatrons.org or 028 71262360.  The bank account details for 

Three Patrons’ Parish are: sort code: 90 49 74; account number: 51442271.   

 

 

 

________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Anniversary Masses and Prayers  If you wish to have an anniversary Mass offered                   

or a Mass or prayers offered for any intention, please email the parish offices                               
at stpatricks@threepatrons.org or stbrigids@threepatrons.org or phone                                        

the parochial houses at St. Patrick’s (028 71262360) or St. Brigid’s (028 71351261).                  

 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Readings for Sunday 18th October, Twenty-Ninth Sunday of the Year                          

1st Reading: Isaiah 45: 1, 4-6; Responsorial Psalm 95: 1, 3-5, 7-10;                        
2nd Reading: 1 Thessalonians 1:1-5; Gospel:  Matthew 22:15-21 

 
 

Readings for Sunday 18th October First reading Providence appoints King Cyrus to 

liberate Israel from the exile of Babylon; Second reading Paul assures his readers that 

he prays for them and is glad for their zeal as converts; Gospel Jesus refused to be 
drawn into a sterile argument about paying taxes to Caesar. 

                

                                                

         

 

 
 

Lord, I believe. Strengthen my faith.   
 

An Autumn Prayer  Oh God of Creation, you have blessed us with the                          
changing of the seasons. As we welcome the autumn months, may the                          

earlier setting of the sun remind us to take time to rest. May the brilliant                   
colours of the leaves remind us of the wonder of creation.  May the steam of 
our breath in the cool air remind us that it is you who give us the breath of 
life. May the harvest from the fields remind us of the abundance we have 

been given and bounty we are to share with others. May the dying of                               
summer’s spirit remind us of your great promise that death is temporary 

and life is eternal. We praise you for your goodness forever and ever, Amen. 



“The kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king  

who gave a feast for his son’s wedding.” Matthew 22;1-14 
 

‘Many are called, but few are chosen.’ Are you considering following 

Christ more closely as a priest, or in consecrated life? Speak to your local                            

priest, call your Diocesan Vocations Director, visit derryvocations.org                                
or email the National Vocations Office: info@vocations.ie. 

 

A Prayer for Vocations based on the words of Pope Francis  

LORD of the Harvest,  
BLESS young people with the gift of courage to                             

respond to your call. Open their hearts to great ideals 
to great things.  

INSPIRE all of your disciples to mutual love and giving - for vocations 
blossom in the good soil of faithful people.  

INSTILL those in religious life, parish ministries and families with the 
confidence and grace to invite others to embrace the bold and noble 

path of life consecrated to you.  
UNITE us to Jesus through prayer and sacrament, so that we may                     

co-operate with you in building your reign of mercy and truth, of justice 
and peace. Amen.  
 

Adapted from Pope Francis’ Message on the 51st World Day of Prayer for Vocations                
 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Mission Month October What does World Mission Sunday actually support?                                     

The needs of mission dioceses vary greatly,                              
anything from a motorbike so a priest can celebrate 

Mass in a remote village, to a community hall that 
will allow people to gather in safety, or more                                     

urgently providing vaccinations and medicines to 
protect vulnerable children in parish dispensaries.  

In essence, World Mission Sunday ◊ provides basic 
infrastructure by helping communities build 

schools, clinics, parish halls and churches, ◊ prepares the future leaders and carers of the 
Church by supporting the training of sisters, priests, religious brothers and                                               

catechists and ◊ supports missionary programmes that protect and care for children’s 
spiritual and physical wellbeing by offering safe shelter, healthcare, education and hope for 

the future.  Next weekend, on World Missions Sunday, Mass collections in over 120                                           

countries will be offered to support the life-giving work of overseas missionaries.                                          
However, this direct appeal from Pope Francis, is in jeopardy.  The worldwide pandemic 

means that fewer of us can physically attend Mass, resulting in fewer offerings in the                                 
basket.  Its implications for suffering overseas communities in the months ahead will be 

devastating.  You can help right now! You can donate at www.wmi.mission or call Fiona in 
World Missions Ireland on 003531 4972035.  This year’s theme ‘Together we can do more - 

Blessed are the peacemakers’ is highlighting that our Church is a global community that 
must stand together if it is to do more.  Thank you. 
 

 

 

Mission Prayer  

May all people In the world Share love, Share friendship  
and live In the peace Of God’s love, Now and forever, Amen. 

 
____________________________________________________________________________                                                 

 

 

A Series of Presentations on Mission Today  Throughout October, Month of Mission, 
the Derry Diocesan Mission Team is offering a series of presentations on what mission 

means in today's society.  Each presentation is free and will be available online through 
Zoom.  They will consist of a short film, discussion on the topic and a chance to ask                     

questions.  Guest speakers: Martina Purdy, Elaine Kelly, Noel Bradley, Oliver Barrett and 
Marriage Encounter Ireland.  For further information, visit derrydiocese.org. 
 

Thank You We extend our thanks to those who volunteer as stewards in our three 

churches.  Thanks also to those who clean our churches everyday and ensure they are safe 
spaces for all.      

 

 



Mary’s Meals sends thanks to the walkers who took part in their annual sponsored walk.  

£400 was raised by those who walked from St Eugene’s Cathedral to Fahan (which will 
provide meals to 4,000 children). They are also very grateful to those who made                              

donations.  Mary’s Meals is a charity with a simple idea that works - helping children in 
some of the world’s poorest countries - providing one good meal per day in schools,                             

encouraging children to attend school where they can receive an education that could one 
day free them from poverty.  Mary’s Meals currently feeds 1.6 million children every day.  

Working together, they believe that this support can continue to be achieved in this world 
of plenty.  Just £15.90 will feed a child for a whole year.  If you would like to know more 

about the work of Mary’s Meals see www.marysmeals.org or if interested in getting                                    
involved locally contact Agnes 028 82831567 or Helen 07814441701. 
 

Foyle Hospice October is traditionally Coffee Morning month at Foyle Hospice.  This year 

due to Covid-19 restrictions the traditional Coffee Morning has been put on the back 
burner.    A Cup for Care is the coffee morning with a twist which is taking place until 

30th November.  You can support Foyle Hospice at several local coffee shops and                                                   
restaurants who have joined the ‘Cup for Care’ campaign, by adding £2 to your bill at the 

till or visit https://foylehospice.com/get-involved/fundraising/a-cup-for-care to donate 
online or scan the QR code and make your donation quickly and easily. Thank you. 
 

Hope in a Time of Pandemic  Lecture by Dr Sr Gemma Simmonds CJ, theologian and 

spiritual director, hosted by Drumalis Retreat Centre, Larne, takes place via Zoom on 
Thursday 22nd October at 7 pm.  This is the first lecture in the Elizabeth Prout (Foundress 

of the Cross and Passion) Bicentenary series.  Suggested donation: £10.  For further                                  
details or to book a place, please contact Drumalis - 028 28276455 / 8272196 (during                               

office hours) or email Katrina@drumalis.co.uk. 
 

Accord Marriage Preparation Courses will take place on Saturday                                                   
5th December at St Eugene’s Community Hall, Infirmary Rd, Derry, BT48 9AP and                                         

Saturday 24th October & 21st November at Strand Hotel, Ballyliffin. Limited places. To 
book visit www.accord.ie. 

 

Accord Couples and Relationship Support Line If you need to speak to an                              
experienced couples and relationships counsellor during this time of unprecedented stress 

and pressure on family life contact 003531 5313331, 028 956800151 or                                     

003531 9059555.  Lines open 9am - 8pm Monday - Friday.  All calls charged at local rate. 
 

Dromantine Retreat Centre, Newry intends to host the following events in November: 

‘Broken Open’: How difficult times can help us grow -  a workshop that will explore 
the potential for discovering courage, compassion and wisdom even in the most painful of 

life’s circumstances, presented by Fr Hugh Lagan SMA on Monday 2nd & Tuesday 3rd                        
November 5 pm.  Full cost £115 or €125.  Loss and Recovery  This seminar will explore 

loss in its many facets and how it is also an invitation to wholeness.  “While the heart 

grieves for what it has lost, the Spirit dances for that which it has found, presented by                                   
Fr Jim Cogley on  Saturday 14th November 9.30 am - 5 pm.  Full cost £35.  To book or                                    

for further information contact 028 30821964 or sma.dromantine@sma.ie.  Dromantine 
offers a safe welcome back. Numbers will be restricted, with social distancing and covid                                   

restrictions in place.   
 

Action on Hearing Loss The drop in sessions, organised by Action on Hearing Loss, will 

recommence on Thursday 15th October from 11 am - 1 pm at the Resource Centre,                                   

Carnhill.  We have made some changes to ensure the safety of our volunteers and service 
users.  The session will now operate as a drop off / pick up service.  Please note that 

the staff will not be able to see anyone face to face.  ◊ Hearing aids must be placed 
in an envelope with the user’s name and contact details.  ◊ They can be dropped into the 

reception desk for maintenance.  Users can collect their hearing aids after 1 pm.                                            
◊ Hearing aids can be dropped off by friends / family on behalf of a user.  For all                                       

enquiries, please contact Mary Cruickshank, Hearing Aid Liaison Officer on 07918 767 640 
or Mary.Cruickshank@hearingloss.org.uk 

mailto:Mary.Cruickshank@hearingloss.org.uk


Saints of the Coming Week  
Wednesday: St Callistus I, pope and martyr;                                               

Thursday St Teresa of Avila, virgin and doctor of the Church;  

Friday: St Hedwig, religious,  
St Margaret Mary Alacoque, virgin,  

St Gall, abbot and missionary;  

Saturday: St Ignatius of Antioch, bishop and martyr 


