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          Advent, A Season of Hope and Expectation 
 

It’s the First Sunday of Advent, and you have just received 

an invitation: The Most High God requests the honour of 
your presence at the entry of his Son into the world.  This                 

unprecedented event will be followed by a joyous                          
celebration in two locations: heaven and earth.  The event 

will take place on December 25th, and you are encouraged 
to spend the next four weeks preparing for the festivities. 
 

Welcome to Advent - a season of hope and expectation!  

Over the course of the next month, you may be part of 
family gatherings.  You might re-enact time-honoured traditions: buying gifts, decorating 

homes, and preparing special meals. 
 

And to crown all these observances, Jesus himself will come and visit you.  As today’s          

Gospel tells us, we may not know when he is coming, but he promises he will come.  Even 
now, he is looking for new ways to touch your heart.  Right now, he is preparing special 

gifts of grace and blessing for you - Advent and Christmas presents that he will give as you 
open your heart to him. 
 

What kind of gifts will he give?  Reminders of his Father’s love.  A sense of hope as you 

face life’s challenges.  New insights and wisdom that you can share with your loved ones.  
Freedom from guilt as you lay your sins and failings at his feet.  And above all, peace and 

joy as he tells you that he has you in the palm of his hand.        
 

So take up his invitation today!  Do everything you can to be alert and ready to receive                
Jesus and his gifts.  Try to spend a little more time in daily prayer and scripture reading.  

Go to Confession so that you can get rid of anything that blocks you for receiving his love 
and his gifts. 
 

Jesus wants to celebrate with you.  And he’s given you a whole month to get ready!  Step 
by step, day by day, you can draw closer to the Lord - and feel him draw closer to you! 
 

“Jesus, I accept your invitation. By your Spirit and your grace,                                             
help me to get ready for your coming on Christmas Day.” 

 

 

 

 

__________________________________________________________ 
 

 

 
 

A Eucharistic Healing Service will take place today (Sunday) at 5.00 pm in St Brigid’s 

Church, Carnhill and on each Sunday of Advent.  You are invited to join us in prayer via                 

St Brigid’s Church webcam. 
 

The Annual Novena to Our Mother of Perpetual Help takes place in                                

St Joseph’s Church, Galliagh on Monday at 11.00 am Mass and continues every 
Monday until 21st December.  Everyone is welcome to join us for the Novena via                

St Joseph’s Church webcam.  
 

Christmas Mass Cards are now available from any of the parish offices after morning 

Masses. You and your loved ones will be remembered at a Triduum of Masses offered over 
the Christmas Season. You are asked to continue to respect social distancing.  Thank you. 

  

The Monthly Mass in honour of St Pio will be celebrated on Monday 7th                       

December at 7 pm in St Patrick’s Church, Pennyburn.  We ask God’s blessing on all 
through the intercession of St Pio.   

 
 



Due to government guidelines restricting numbers in church                      

settings, all Christmas Masses must be booked and entry                         

will be strictly by ticket only. Mass times are as follows: 



We invite you to join us via webcam in Three Patrons’ Parish by watching 
our live streaming which can be viewed online at churchservices.tv/

pennyburn, churchservices.tv/carnhill, churchservices.tv/galliagh or the 

parish website at www.threepatrons.org/webcam.   
 
 

ST PATRICK’S CHURCH, PENNYBURN  
Sunday 29th November - First Sunday of Advent 

6.00 pm: (Sat) Vigil; 8.00 am, 10.00 am & 12.00 noon: Mass 

Monday - Friday 
7.30 am: Mass; 9.40 am: Rosary; 10.00 am: Mass 

Saturday   

9.40 am: Rosary; 10.00 am: Mass 
Sunday 6th December - Second Sunday of Advent 

6 pm: (Sat) Vigil; 8 am, 10 am & 12 noon: Mass  
 

ST BRIGID’S CHURCH, CARNHILL  

Sunday 29th November - First Sunday of Advent 
6.00 pm: (Sat) Vigil; 10.30 am & 12.30 pm: Mass;  

5.00 pm: Eucharistic Healing Service  

Monday - Friday    
9.00 am: Mass followed by Rosary 

Sunday 6th December - Second Sunday of Advent 

6.00 pm: (Sat) Vigil; 10.30 am & 12.30 pm Mass   
5.00 pm: Eucharistic Healing Service 
 

ST JOSEPH’S CHURCH, GALLIAGH  

Sunday 29th November - First Sunday of Advent 

7.00 pm: (Sat) Vigil; 9.00am & 11.00 am: Mass 
Monday 11.00 am: Mass, including Novena to Our Lady of Perpetual Help,  

followed by Rosary 

Tuesday - Friday 11.00 am: Mass followed by Rosary 
Please visit the Franciscan Friars’ facebook ‘derryfranciscans’  

Sunday 6th December - Second Sunday of Advent 

7.00 pm: (Sat) Vigil; 9.00am & 11.00 am: Mass 
 

 

It is very important at this time that we pray asking God for protection.                 
Perhaps individuals or families could commit to praying the Rosary each day 
for relief of this crisis. 
 

A Prayer in the Time of the Coronavirus by Fr Brian Grogan S.J 
Dear God, in 1879 the Apparition at Knock gave hope and cour-
age to the people of Ireland in difficult times.   We ask that Our 

Lady may now protect your beloved people from the coronavirus.  
May its victims be strengthened by the spiritual support of the 
Christian community and restored soon to full health.  We also 
pray for the medical personnel who deal with the virus.  
This we ask in confidence through Christ Our Lord. Amen. Our 
Lady of Knockpray for us. St Joseph pray for us. St John the Evangelist pray 
for us. Amen. 
 

 

St Joseph’s Boys’ School Mass of Remembrance Last Thursday, St Joseph’s 

Boys’ School celebrated their annual Mass for Deceased Pupils and Staff.  The Mass 

was recorded in the school oratory and is now available to view online on the 
school Facebook page. 



AN ACT OF SPIRITUAL COMMUNION  

“My Jesus, I believe that you desire to make your home within me and 
that you are present in the Most Holy Sacrament of the altar.                            

I love you above all things, and I desire to receive you in my soul. 
Since I cannot at this moment receive you sacramentally, come                      

spiritually into my heart. I embrace your love as if you were already 
there, and I unite myself wholly to you. Never permit me to be                         

separated from you. Amen."    
 

                _________________________________________________________________________ 

Anniversaries and Birthday Memorials Bill Ferry, Des Ferry, Terence Ferry, 

Mary Crilly, Ella Doherty, Tommy Cuddihy, Mary Ivers, Jimmy Gallagher, Margaret Power, 
Martin Kehoe, Rose Curran, Anna Duffy, James Duffy, Anna Heaney, John Gallagher,                 

Patrick McGuinness, Paddy Kelly, Peggy O’Doherty, Gary Gallagher, Beatrice McCann, 
Margaret Dunne, David Simpson, William & Hannah Boyle,  

 

Baptisms We welcome into God’s family Jack Joseph Kelly, Ava Lynne O’Donnell,                    

Clara Anne McMonagle, Rachel Anastasia Callaghan McLaughlin.  
 

Supporting Your Parish Thank you for your ongoing generosity to the offertory               

collection through envelope, standing order, online payments and the ‘donate’ button on 
our parish website. Your support is greatly appreciated. Boxes are available in our three 

churches to return your parish envelopes. If you require information about any of the 
above methods of supporting Three Patrons Parish, please contact the parish office - 

stpatricks@threepatrons.org or 028 71262360. The bank account details for the parish 
are sort code: 90 49 74; account number: 51442271.    

 

Anniversary Masses and Prayers If you wish to have an anniversary Mass offered or a 

Mass or prayers offered for any intention, please email the parish offices at   
stpatricks@threepatrons.org or stbrigids@threepatrons.org or phone the parochial houses 

at St. Patrick’s (028 71262360) or St. Brigid’s (028 71351261).   

 

Readings for Sunday 6th December, Second Sunday of Advent 

1st Reading: Isaiah 40:1-5, 9-11;  Psalm: 85: 9-10,11-12,13-14 

                  2nd Reading: Second Letter of St Peter 3:8-1;  Gospel: Mark 1:1-8 

1st Reading: God is coming to save his people and to open up our way into the future;  

2nd Reading: God gives us time to repent and so be ready to meet him when he comes;  

Gospel: John the Baptist prepares the people for the coming of their Saviour. 
 
 

_________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

Sharing Hope This Advent Archbishop Eamon Martin has launched his 
o n l i n e  A d v e n t  c a l e n d a r  w h i c h  g o e s  l i v e  o n                                                     

https://www.catholicbishops.ie/adventcalendar today (Sunday), the 
first Sunday of Advent.  The Advent calendar offers resources which can be 

accessed behind a virtual door each day during the season of  Advent. The 
content is aimed at assisting people of all ages to pray and reflect on how 

best we can keep Christ at the centre of our Christmas preparations during this special       
liturgical season.  

Welcoming this year's Advent Calendar Archbishop Eamon said: "While it has been a very 

trying year for all us due to the Covid-19 pandemic, the season of Advent offers a new 
beginning and a promise of hope for better times. The First Sunday of Advent is actually 

the Christian Church's New Year's Day. This year - perhaps more than ever - we need 
more than ever ideas and inspiration to help us delve deeper during our hours of isolation 

and restriction, to find that glimmer of light, that note of joy, that promise of consolation. 
The virtual calendar offers ideas to help us spiritually prepare for our Lord's coming at 

Christmas with thoughtful reflections as well as challenges for change and conversion. 
Every day of our lives presents a moment to prepare for the coming of the Lord - we      

continually stay alert and prepared for the unexpected moment when the Lord comes to 
us in other people, in our daily experiences, including his presence in the sick, the poor 

and the stranger.  



“O Lord, you are our father . . . 

We are all the work of your hands . . .” 
 

How is God trying to mould you? Is it to be of service 

to Him as a priest or in the consecrated life?  
Speak to your local priest, call your                     

       Diocesan Vocations Director (visit derryvocations.org) or 
 email the National Vocations Office: info@vocations.ie. 

 

A Prayer for Vocations based on the words of Pope Francis  
 

LORD of the Harvest,  

BLESS young people with the gift of courage to respond to your call. 
Open their hearts to great ideals to great things.  

INSPIRE all of your disciples to mutual love and giving - for vocations 
blossom in the good soil of faithful people.  

INSTILL those in religious life, parish ministries and families with the 
confidence and grace to invite others to embrace the bold and noble 

path of life consecrated to you.  
UNITE us to Jesus through prayer and sacrament, so that we may                     

co-operate with you in building your reign of mercy and truth, of justice 
and peace. Amen.  
 

Adapted from Pope Francis’ Message on the 51st World Day of Prayer for Vocations                
 

 

____________________________________________________________________________                                                 
 

 

Matt Talbot Prayer Society St Eugene’s Cathedral launched the Matt Talbot Prayer                        
Society to pray for people suffering from, recovering from or affected by any form of                

addiction. To join the Matt Talbot Society, you are invited to enrol the name of the person 
to be prayed for and the addiction from which we pray they will be freed. Those enrolled 

will be prayed every day by members of the Society. Mass will be offered on the first         
Monday of every month in St Eugene’s Cathedral at 7.30 pm. You will also receive an                 

enrolment card to enable you to join in the prayer. To enrol please contact 71262894 or 

steugenes@btconnect.com or private message St Eugene’s Cathedral Facebook page.  
 

Pope Francis’ Prayer Intention for December  You are invited to answer the Holy      

Father’s request and to join with many people worldwide in praying for December’s                      
intention: For a Life of Prayer. We pray that our personal relationship with Jesus Christ 

be nourished by the Word of God and a life of prayer.  

 
______________________________________________________ 

 

COVID-19 Restrictions From Friday 27th November, churches were closed by the 

Executive for everything except: 
 

1) Funerals (maximum of 25 attending, all-inclusive); 
2)   Weddings (maximum of 25 attending, all-inclusive); 

3) The celebration of Mass / Service online, in the absence of a congregation; 

4) For private prayer. 
 

The above restrictions apply for a period of 2 weeks.  

 

 
___________________________________________________________ 

 
 

St Vincent de Paul If you need help we are here to help you in whatever way we can.  
Please ring us on 028 71265489 or online at https://svp.ie/get-help/request-help-

online.aspx’ 
 

St Vincent de Paul - Christmas Appeal 2020 Christmas time is the busiest time for               

St Vincent de Paul, giving out lots of toys and food parcels kindly donated by the public. 
However, this Christmas is going to be different with COVID-19 and government                             

restrictions. The safety of the public and their members is paramount. Therefore,                               
St Vincent de Paul are asking the public that instead of buying a physical toy or items of 

food that they buy a voucher or make a donation for the amount they were going to spend. 
If you have any questions or need any help please ring St Vincent de Paul on                             

028 71265489 or email svp.derry@svpni.co.uk. 



A Series of Prayer Resources for Advent has been been created by the dio-

cese, in conjunction with the Northern Pastoral Network and the Catechetical 
Centre, for family prayer at home during the season of Advent as we prepare 

for the coming of Jesus at Christmas. These resources contain lots of creative 
ideas and tips to help families and parishes during the Season of Advent. 

Advent Prayer Booklet  A family prayer booklet has been compiled specifically with              
families in mind. The Gospel for each Sunday of Advent is accompanied by a family                        

activity, prayers and a reflection. The booklet can be downloaded by visiting: https://
www.derrydiocese.org/news/advent-prayer-service-for-use-at-home. 
 

Family Activities for Advent, including prayers, how to create a Jesse Tree, an Advent 

Wreath and lots more are available to view on the Catechetical Centre website at: https://
catecheticalcentre.org/family-resources/preparing-our-hearts-for-christmas-advent-

resources/ 
Diocesan Vocation Themed Holy Hours during Advent The next holy hour will take 

place in St Mary’s Church, Creggan at 6 pm today (Sunday), led by Fr Daniel McFaul.        
Everyone is welcome to join in prayer for vocations via St Mary’s webcam. 
                                         _________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

Foyle Hospice Lights of Love  As we are unable to gather this year as a community to 

switch on the Foyle Hospice Christmas tree lights, we are honouring our loved ones a little 
bit differently with a new, virtual tree.  The Lights of Love virtual tree allows us to                        

remember our loved ones with a special dedicated Light of Love.  It is easy to do.  Just 
visit our Virtual Christmas Tree at https://foylehospice.com/getinvolved/fundraising/lights-

of-love where you’ll be able to select a light and leave a message of love.  Your donation 
will help us to continue to care for those that we love. 
 

Mini Advent Retreat on Zoom  You are invited to take part in a 3-session mini-retreat 

during Advent that will explore the themes of Faith, Hope and Love. The retreat will be led 
by Fr Billy Swan, St Aidan’s Cathedral, Enniscorthy and will take place from Tuesday 1st to 

Thursday 3rd December, beginning at 8pm. To take part, all you need to do is send an 
email to thehookoffaith@gmail.com to receive the Zoom link. Come and join us to prepare 

for Christmas.  

Christmas Market  Sisters from the St Elisabeth Convent (Minsk, Belarus) are unable to 

participate in annual Christmas markets this year. They are launching the very first Online 
Christmas Market at https://catalog.obitel-minsk.com/ christmas-market. 
 

An Inspired Christmas Gift Trocaire is again offering Christmas Global Gift Plan -                        

a memorable collection of practical and life changing Christmas gifts which will be delivered 
directly to hard pressed families in the developing world. . This year you can buy a                         

selection of enduring gifts - like goats, chickens, water, school fees, homes and other gifts 
in a friend’s or relative’s name These gifts are available at Veritas, Shipquay Street or 

www.trocaire.org     __    _________________________________________________________ 
 

Accord Couples and Relationship Support Line If you need to speak to an                              

experienced couples and relationships counsellor during this time of unprecedented stress 
and pressure on family life contact 003531 5313331, 028 956800151 or                                     

003531 9059555.  Lines open 9am - 8pm Monday - Friday.  All calls charged at local rate. 
 

Accord Derry Virtual Marriage Preparation Programme Course Dates January 12th 
and 13th 2021, February 9th and 10th 2021 and March 9th and 10th 2021.  Booking now 

online at www.accordni.com. 
Give Blood, Save Lives  NI Blood Transfusion Service will collection blood donations in 

the Guildhall on Monday 30th November, Tuesday 1st December and Wednesday 2nd                  
December from 1.00 - 4.00 pm & 5.00 - 7.30 pm. Please note that donation sessions are 

now by appointment only. To book an appointment, please call 08085 534 653 between                    
10 am and 4.30 pm. Thank you. 
 

AA Can’t Stop Drinking? Call Alcoholics Anonymous 90351222  
 

Gamblers Anonymous Is gambling affecting your life? Perhaps we can help.                              

Tel 71351329.  

https://www.derrydiocese.org/news/advent-prayer-service-for-use-at-home
https://www.derrydiocese.org/news/advent-prayer-service-for-use-at-home
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https://catecheticalcentre.org/family-resources/preparing-our-hearts-for-christmas-advent-resources/
https://catecheticalcentre.org/family-resources/preparing-our-hearts-for-christmas-advent-resources/
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Plenary Indulgence for the Month of November  Due to the coronavirus                  

pandemic and the need to avoid large groups from forming where prohibited, the 
Plenary Indulgence applicable to the deceased by those who visit a cemetery has 

been extended beyond the normal dates of 1st - 8th November.  This year, the               
indulgence can be obtained by anyone who visits a cemetery, even if only                      

mentally, on any day of November, and devoutly prays for the faithful departed.  

Plenary Indulgence for the Feast of All Souls’ Day, 2nd November This year, it can be                  

obtained not only on the preceding or succeeding Sunday, or on the actual Feast day, but on 
any other day of the month chosen by each member of the faithful.  In this case, the                     

indulgence is obtained by “devoutly visiting a church or an oratory”, along with the recitation 
of the Our Father and the Creed, and the other requirements associated with a Plenary                      

Indulgence. 

The Homebound For anyone who cannot leave their home for various reasons, including                  

anti-covid restrictions, they too can obtain the Plenary Indulgence by “uniting themselves                        
spiritually to other members of the faithful”.  In this case, the condition of being “completely                

detached from sin” and the intention of completing the other requirements for obtaining a            

Plenary Indulgence remain.  These conditions are Sacramental, Confession, reception of Holy 
Communion and a prayer for the Holy Father’s intentions. The Decree suggests that such 

prayer take place before an “image of Jesus or the Blessed Virgin Mary”.  Among the various 
prayers that are recommended are “prayers for the deceased, Morning or Evening Prayer 

from the Office of the Dead, the Rosary, the Divine Mercy Chaplet, meditating on various 
Gospel passages proposed for the liturgy of the Dead, or completing a work of mercy by                     

offering to God the suffering and discomforts of one’s own life”. 

Prayer Resources and Activities for Families for November  The Derry Diocesan                     

Catechetical Centre has created a range of prayer resources for families to use at home                  
during November in memory of loved ones who have died.  These include practical ways to 

pray together at home, prayers you can use and tips on creating a sacred space for prayer.  
There is a ‘World Drawing God Day’ which is a great way to engage children for hours in 

creative drawing.  Drawings can be shared online and you can take an online tour of the 
Drawing God Museum.  To view all available resources, visit www.catecheticalcentre.org. 

Children in Crossfire have a new partnership with Paragon Health, who are based near us 

in Limavady. Paragon make disposable face masks vital for stopping the spread of COVID-
19. They produce a new range of masks from which Children in Crossfire will receive the                     

proceeds. They are kindly covering all production and postage costs, so anyone who buys 
masks from the Children in Crossfire website will know that the proceeds are going directly 

to them Visit: https://www. 



Saints of the Coming Week 
Monday: St Andrew, apostle 

Thursday: St Francis Xavier, priest  

Friday: St John Damascene, priest and doctor of the Church  
 

St Andrew’s Christmas Novena Beginning on St Andrew, the Apostle’s feast day,                       

30th November, the following prayer is traditionally prayed 15 times a day until Christmas.                   
This is a very meditative prayer that helps us increase our awareness of the message of 

Christmas and helps us prepare ourselves spiritually for His coming.  



 

 


