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 The beginning of the good news … 
 

The second Sunday of Advent turns our attention to John the Baptist. 
John was an interesting individual. We are told he dressed a bit 
strangely, had an odd diet and spent a lot of time in the desert. Yet it 
seems he was very popular with the whole of Judaea and ‘all the                    
people of Jerusalem’ went out to hear him. John must have been a                
dynamic speaker and one in whom people found hope and 
inspiration. Who are these attractive messengers for us today? Who 
brings us good news and hope? Whose message makes sense for us? 
Who do we flock to hear? 

 
 

Today we might also reflect on the messengers in our own lives. Who 
did God send to you while you were in your own wilderness? Perhaps 
they brought with them a moment of grace reassuring you that you 
would not be drifting aimlessly forever. Perhaps the evidence at that 
moment in your own life stated the contrary, yet these words of 
encouragement or comfort gave you reason to hope and to hang in there. These ‘John the 
Baptists’ are messengers of the light.  
 

They are all around us. Sometimes we are the ones called upon to be a                         
messenger of light for someone else. The good news of the gospel today is that even in 
times of desolation there is a hope, a promise that urges us on. How we prepare for this 
journey determines our  experience. See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you … 

 

May our good and gracious God have mercy on us all,                                                             
forgive us our sins and lead us to everlasting life.  Amen.  

_________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Feast of the Immaculate Conception Tuesday 8th December is the Feast of the 
Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary and is a Holy Day of Obligation. 
On this day we celebrate that “The most Blessed Virgin Mary was, from the first 
moment of her conception, by a singular grace and privilege of almighty God and by 
virtue of the merits of Jesus Christ, Saviour of the human race, was preserved free 
from all stain of original sin."  
You can join us for Mass via the webcam at the following times: 
 

St Patrick’s Church, Pennyburn: Monday: 7pm (vigil) ; Tuesday: 7.30am; 10am 
 

St Brigid’s Church, Carnhill: 9am 
 

St Joseph’s Church, Galliagh: 11am 

___________________________________ 
 

 

A Eucharistic Healing Service will take place today (Sunday) at 5pm in St Brigid’s Church, Carnhill and 
on each Sunday of Advent.  You are invited to join us in prayer via St Brigid’s Church webcam.  

 
 

The Annual Novena to Our Mother of Perpetual Help takes place in   St Joseph’s Church, 
Galliagh on Monday at 11.00 am Mass and continues every Monday until 21st December.  
Everyone is welcome to join us for the Novena via St Joseph’s Church webcam.  

 
 

Christmas Mass Cards are now available at St Joseph’s Church, Galliagh on weekdays from 
10am - 10.30am and 11.30am - 12.30pm.  The cards are available at St Patrick’s, Pennyburn 
after 7.30am and 10am Mass & St Brigid’s, Carnhill after 9.30am Rosary.  
You and your loved ones will be remembered at a Triduum of Masses offered over the 

Christmas Season. You are asked to continue to respect social distancing.  Thank you. 

 

 

 



We invite you to join us via webcam in Three Patrons’ Parish by watching 
our live streaming which can be viewed online at churchservices.tv/
pennyburn, churchservices.tv/carnhill, churchservices.tv/galliagh or the 
parish website at www.threepatrons.org/webcam.   
 
 

ST PATRICK’S CHURCH, PENNYBURN  
Sunday 6th December - Second Sunday of Advent 
6.00 pm: (Sat) Vigil; 8.00 am, 10.00 am & 12.00 noon: Mass 
Monday  
7.30 am: Mass; 9.40 am: Rosary; 10.00 am: Mass;  
7.00 pm: Monthly Mass in honour of St Pio 
Tuesday - Friday 
7.30 am: Mass; 9.40 am: Rosary; 10.00 am: Mass 
Saturday  9.40 am: Rosary; 10.00 am: Mass 
Sunday 13th December - Third Sunday of Advent 
6 pm: (Sat) Vigil; 8 am, 10 am & 12 noon: Mass  
 

ST BRIGID’S CHURCH, CARNHILL  
Sunday 6th December - Second Sunday of Advent 
6.00 pm: (Sat) Vigil; 10.30 am & 12.30 pm: Mass;  
5.00 pm: Eucharistic Healing Service  
Monday - Friday    
9.00 am: Mass followed by Rosary 
Sunday 13th December - Third Sunday of Advent 
6.00 pm: (Sat) Vigil; 10.30 am & 12.30 pm Mass   
5.00 pm: Eucharistic Healing Service 
 

ST JOSEPH’S CHURCH, GALLIAGH  
Sunday 6th December - Second Sunday of Advent 
7.00 pm: (Sat) Vigil; 9.00am & 11.00 am: Mass 
Monday 11.00 am: Mass, including Novena to Our Lady of Perpetual Help,  
followed by Rosary 
Tuesday - Friday 11.00 am: Mass followed by Rosary 
Please visit the Franciscan Friars’ facebook ‘derryfranciscans’  
Sunday 13th December - Third Sunday of Advent 
7.00 pm: (Sat) Vigil; 9.00am & 11.00 am: Mass 
 

 

It is very important at this time that we pray asking God for protection.                 
Perhaps individuals or families could commit to praying the Rosary each day 
for relief of this crisis. 
 
 

A Prayer in the Time of the Coronavirus by Fr Brian Grogan S.J 
Dear God, in 1879 the Apparition at Knock gave hope and courage to the 
people of Ireland in difficult times.   We ask that Our Lady may 
now protect your beloved people from the coronavirus.  May its 
victims be strengthened by the spiritual support of the Christian 
community and restored soon to full health.  We also pray for the 
medical personnel who deal with the virus.  
This we ask in confidence through Christ Our Lord. Amen. Our 
Lady of Knockpray for us. St Joseph pray for us. St John the 
Evangelist pray for us. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
  
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 



AN ACT OF SPIRITUAL COMMUNION  
“My Jesus, I believe that you desire to make your home within me and 
that you are present in the Most Holy Sacrament of the altar.                            
I love you above all things, and I desire to receive you in my soul. 
Since I cannot at this moment receive you sacramentally, come                      
spiritually into my heart. I embrace your love as if you were already 
there, and I unite myself wholly to you. Never permit me to be                         
separated from you. Amen."    
 

                _________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Christmas Masses in the Three Patrons Parish 
Again we remind people that those attending Christmas Masses in Parish of the Three Patrons will need 
a ticket.  We acknowledge that some people will find this difficult to understand, however, in respect to 
government guidelines restricting numbers in church settings this is necessary to allow those who feel 
it safe to do so to come along to church.  Others may feel more comfortable to stay at home and view 
Masses via the webcam. 
 

We respect the preference of people but in coming into the church you will need a ticket – already 
many people have booked for Masses, we thank them and an update on where to collect tickets will be 
answered next weekend.  In the meantime, if other people wish to book tickets, please do so by 
telephone 02871 162885 or email christmasmassthreepatrons@gmail.com  thank you for your co-
operation.  We assure people of prayers at this time, please note the 6pm vigil Masses in the three 
churches are now full, but there seats still available at the other times. 

_____________________________ 
 

Requiescat in Pace Sadie McGuinness, St Brigid’s Avenue/Culmore Manor. 
 

Anniversaries and Birthday Memorials Philip McCauley; Michael McCauley; Dan McNally, 
William and Hannah Boyle; Jim Harkin; Sammy and Teresa Ferry; Elizabeth and John Craig; Rita 
McLaughlin; Margaret Kelly; John Bonner; Sally McKinney; Caroline Healy; Alan Reed. 

 

Congratulations  We offer our congratulations and God’s blessing to Clodagh Gormley and Nicholas 
Lowden who were married recently in St Patrick’s Church, Pennyburn. 
 
 

 

St Joseph’s Young Priests’ Society acknowledge with thanks a donation of £30. 
 

 

Anniversary Masses and Prayers If you wish to have an anniversary Mass offered or a Mass or prayers 
offered for any intention, please email the parish offices at stpatricks@threepatrons.or; 
stjosephs@threepatrons.or or stbrigids@threepatrons.org or phone the parochial houses at St. Patrick’s 
(028 71262360); St. Joseph’s (02871 352351) or St. Brigid’s (028 71351261).   

 
 

Reading for the Feast of the Immaculate Conception - Tuesday 8th December 
On this feast day, Mary inspires us as the most favoured one, the mother of our Saviour,  

who enjoys the fullness of the grace of God. 
1st Reading: Genesis 3:9-15, 20 - Enmity between the serpent and the woman; 
Psalm: 97: 1-4 - Sing to the Lord a new song, for he has done marvellous deeds; 
2nd Reading: Ephesians 1:3-6,11-12 - The saving grace of God applies  
in a special way to our Blessed Mother; 
Gospel: Luke 1: 26-38 - The annunciation, when Mary said her total Yes to God. 
 

Readings for Sunday 13th December, Third Sunday of Advent 
The Baptist was a voice crying in the wilderness, a voice to invite people into  
relationship with God.  We too are asked to use our voice to make Christ known. 
1st Reading: Isaiah 61:1-2,10-11 - Our Spirit is guided by God’s spirit;   
Psalm: Luke 1: 46-48, 49-50, 53-54 
2nd Reading: 1 Thessalonians 5:16-24 -The fervour of the early Christians;   
Gospel: John 1: 6-8; 19-28 - John’s testimony to Jesus. 

 
 

 

 

Lord, I believe. Strengthen my faith.   

mailto:christmasmassthreepatrons@gmail.com


“He will feed his flock like a shepherd.’ 
 

Allow our Lord to enrich your life through service to Him. 
Speak to your local priest, call your                     

       Diocesan Vocations Director (visit derryvocations.org) or 
 email the National Vocations Office: info@vocations.ie. 

 

A Prayer for Vocations based on the words of Pope Francis  
 

LORD of the Harvest,  
BLESS young people with the gift of courage to respond to your call. 
Open their hearts to great ideals to great things.  
INSPIRE all of your disciples to mutual love and giving - for 
vocations blossom in the good soil of faithful people.  
INSTILL those in religious life, parish ministries and families with the 
confidence and grace to invite others to embrace the bold and noble 
path of life consecrated to you.  
UNITE us to Jesus through prayer and sacrament, so that we may                     
co-operate with you in building your reign of mercy and truth, of 
justice and peace. Amen.  
 

Adapted from Pope Francis’ Message on the 51st World Day of Prayer for Vocations               
 

____________________________________________________________________________                                                 
 

 

Monthly Mass in honour of St Pio will be celebrated on Monday 7th December at 7pm 
(Vigil Mass for Feast of the Immaculate Conception) in St Patrick’s, Pennyburn. We ask 
God’s blessing on all through the intercession of St Pio.   

 
 
 

PRAYER TO ST PIO  
O Glorious St Pio, patron of those who are in need of healing,                         

I call upon you and seek your help. Please intercede for all those who 
are in need of spiritual, emotional or physical healing.  Obtain for 

them comfort during their sufferings, strength when they feel weary, 
hope when they feel discouraged and joy when they are down-

hearted. Help them know the peace of Jesus and the certainty of His 
victory in their suffering, through Christ, our Lord, Amen.  

 
 

_______________________________________________ 
 

 
Matt Talbot Prayer Society St Eugene’s Cathedral launched the Matt Talbot Prayer                        
Society to pray for people suffering from, recovering from or affected by any form of                
addiction. To join the Matt Talbot Society, you are invited to enrol the name of the person 
to be prayed for and the addiction from which we pray they will be freed. Those enrolled 
will be prayed every day by members of the Society. Mass will be offered on the first         
Monday of every month in St Eugene’s Cathedral at 7.30 pm. You will also receive an                 
enrolment card to enable you to join in the prayer. To enrol please contact 71262894 or 
steugenes@btconnect.com or private message St Eugene’s Cathedral Facebook page.  

 
______________________________________________________ 

 

 

A Novena to the Child Jesus will take place at the Carmelite Retreat Centre, 
Termonbacca for nine days from Tuesday 15th - Thursday 24th December.  All welcome. 

 
 
 

Children in Crossfire’s Advent Appeal has begun. You can pick up an Advent box at the 
back of the churches or donate online: https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/advent-
appeal. This year’s appeal will raise funds to help provide hand washing and sanitation                  
facilities to 700 schools in Tanzania, especially vital right now. It costs only £20 to provide 
a whole school with hand sanitiser and cleaning supplies.  
 
 

Children in Crossfire Richard Moore, will be doing a 24 Hour Christmas Fast on 19th                      
December to raise vital funds for their work. If you would like to join the fast or make a 
donation, please visit Children in Crossfire’s Facebook page.  

 

Supporting Your Parish Thank you for your ongoing generosity to the offertory collection 
through envelope, standing order, online payments and the ‘donate’ button on our parish 
website. Your support is greatly appreciated. Boxes are available in our three churches to 
return your parish envelopes. If you require information about any of the above methods 
of supporting Three Patrons Parish, please contact the parish office - 
stpatricks@threepatrons.org or 028 71262360. The bank account details for the parish is 
sort code: 90 49 74; account number: 51442271.    
 
 

 

 



A Series of Prayer Resources for Advent has been been created by the diocese, in 
conjunction with the Northern Pastoral Network and the Catechetical Centre, for family 
prayer at home during the season of Advent as we prepare for the coming of Jesus at 
Christmas. These resources contain lots of creative ideas and tips to help families and 
parishes during the Season of Advent. 

 

Advent Prayer Booklet  A family prayer booklet has been compiled specifically with families in mind. 
The Gospel for each Sunday of Advent is accompanied by a familyactivity, prayers and a reflection. The 
booklet can be downloaded by visiting: https://www.derrydiocese.org/news/advent-prayer-service-for-
use-at-home. 

 
 

Family Activities for Advent, including prayers, how to create a Jesse Tree, an Advent Wreath and lots 
more are available to view on the Catechetical Centre website at: https://catecheticalcentre.org/family-
resources/preparing-our-hearts-for-christmas-advent-resources/ 
 

Diocesan Vocation Themed Holy Hours during Advent The next holy hour will take place in St Mary’s 
Church, Creggan at 6 pm today (Sunday), led by Fr Daniel McFaul.  Everyone is welcome to join in prayer 
for vocations via St Mary’s webcam. 
 

St Vincent de Paul If you need help we are here to help you in whatever way we can.  Please ring us on 
028 71265489 or online at https://svp.ie/get-help/request-help-online.aspx’ 
 

St Vincent de Paul - Christmas Appeal 2020 Christmas time is the busiest time for  St Vincent de Paul, 
giving out lots of toys and food parcels kindly donated by the public. However, this Christmas is going 
to be different with COVID-19 and government restrictions. The safety of the public and their members 
is paramount. Therefore,  St Vincent de Paul are asking the public that instead of buying a physical toy or 
items of food that they buy a voucher or make a donation for the amount they were going to spend. If 
you have any questions or need any help please ring St Vincent de Paul on 028 71265489 or email 
svp.derry@svpni.co.uk. 
                                         _________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

Foyle Hospice Lights of Love  As we are unable to gather this year as a community to switch on the 
Foyle Hospice Christmas tree lights, we are honouring our loved ones a little bit differently with a new, 
virtual tree.  The Lights of Love virtual tree allows us to remember our loved ones with a special 
dedicated Light of Love.  It is easy to do.  Just visit our Virtual Christmas Tree at https://
foylehospice.com/getinvolved/fundraising/lights-of-love where you’ll be able to select a light and leave 
a message of love.  Your donation will help us to continue to care for those that we love. 
 
 

Christmas Market  Sisters from the St Elisabeth Convent (Minsk, Belarus) are unable to participate in 
annual Christmas markets this year. They are launching the very first Online Christmas Market at https://
catalog.obitel-minsk.com/ christmas-market. 
 
 

An Inspired Christmas Gift Trocaire is again offering Christmas Global Gift Plan -  a memorable 
collection of practical and life changing Christmas gifts which will be delivered directly to hard pressed 
families in the developing world. . This year you can buy a  selection of enduring gifts - like goats, 
chickens, water, school fees, homes and other gifts in a friend’s or relative’s name These gifts are 
available at Veritas, Shipquay Street or www.trocaire.org     _ 
 

 

Accord Couples and Relationship Support Line If you need to speak to an                              
experienced couples and relationships counsellor during this time of unprecedented stress and pressure 
on family life contact 003531 5313331, 028 956800151 or 003531 9059555.  Lines open 9am - 8pm 
Monday - Friday.  All calls charged at local rate. 
 

 

Accord Derry Virtual Marriage Preparation Programme Course Dates January 12th and 13th 2021, 
February 9th and 10th 2021 and March 9th and 10th 2021.  Booking now online at www.accordni.com. 
 
 

AA Can’t Stop Drinking? Call Alcoholics Anonymous 90351222  
 
 

Gamblers Anonymous Is gambling affecting your life? Perhaps we can help.   Tel 71351329. 

 

https://www.derrydiocese.org/news/advent-prayer-service-for-use-at-home
https://www.derrydiocese.org/news/advent-prayer-service-for-use-at-home
https://catecheticalcentre.org/family-resources/preparing-our-hearts-for-christmas-advent-resources/
https://catecheticalcentre.org/family-resources/preparing-our-hearts-for-christmas-advent-resources/


Children in Crossfire have a new partnership with Paragon Health, who are based near us 
in Limavady. Paragon make disposable face masks vital for stopping the spread of COVID-
19. They produce a new range of masks from which Children in Crossfire will receive the                     
proceeds. They are kindly covering all production and postage costs, so anyone who buys 
masks from the Children in Crossfire website will know that the proceeds are going directly 
to them Visit: https://www. 
 

COVID-19 Restrictions From Friday 27th November, churches were closed by the                       
Executive for everything except: 
 

1) Funerals (maximum of 25 attending, all-inclusive); 
2)   Weddings (maximum of 25 attending, all-inclusive); 
3) The celebration of Mass / Service online, in the absence of a congregation; 
4) For private prayer. 
 

The above restrictions apply for a period of 2 weeks.  



 

Saints of the Coming Week 
Monday: St Ambrose, bishop and doctor of the Church; 

Tuesday: The Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary; 
Wednesday: St Juan Diego Cuahtlatoatzin  

Friday: St Damasus I, pope  
Saturday: Our Lady of Guadalupe; St Finnian, bishop  

 

 


