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    Jesus the Healer 
 

In today’s Gospel we read about Jesus’ first healing in 
Mark’s gospel.  Jesus hears of the illness of the mother of 

Simon’s wife and goes to her.  Due to the purity laws of 

his time this scene would have been considered                          
controversial.  His first healing is of a woman and we are 

told that he touches her, raises her up; he completely                
restores her to health.  Many of his actions here would 

have been considered inappropriate.            
The ’whole city’ was crowded around the door as many 

people wanted to be healed.  What a commotion!  Jesus 
very early on in his ministry is clearly a very popular and 

attractive figure.  Another important aspect of this story is that Jesus does not remain 
comfortable in this house.  He keeps moving, keeps going outward.  This requires so much 

energy and an outpouring of love for those in need.  Jesus shows us in today’s gospel what 
it takes to stay energised for our various ministries: quiet time and space for real                            

encounter with God.  Even then, the people hunted for him and said, ’Everyone is                      
searching for you’, and still today, everyone is searching. 

We too are called to bring healing to others in any way that we can, to those who are          

seeking, those who are lost, those who are isolated.  Jesus shows us that to do this we 
must be connected to that Divine Presence within us and in our world.  Today we can ask 

ourselves, what do I need healing from?  Bring this to Jesus in prayer.  And also, how can I 
reach out, with a healing presence, to others, especially during this time of pandemic? 
 

‘I ask God to prepare our hearts to encounter our brothers and sisters, so that we may 
overcome our differences rooted in political thinking, language, culture and religion.  Let us 

ask him to anoint our whole being with the balm of his mercy, which heals the injuries 

caused by mistakes, misunderstandings, and disputes.  And let us ask him for the grace to 
send us forth, in humility and meekness, along the demanding but enriching path of                     

seeking peace’. (Pope Francis, Fratelli Tutti, 254) 
 

 

29th World Day of the Sick Theme: “You have but one teacher and you are all                       

brothers” (Mt 23:8). A trust-based relationship to guide care for the sick.   The celebration 
of World Day of the Sick on 11 February 2021, the liturgical memorial of the Blessed Virgin 

Mary of Lourdes, is an opportunity to devote special attention to the sick and to those who 
provide them with assistance and care both in healthcare institutions and within families 

and communities. We think in particular of those who have suffered, and continue to               

suffer, the effects of the worldwide coronavirus pandemic. To all, and especially to the poor 
and the marginalized, I express my spiritual closeness and assure them of the Church’s 

loving concern. . . Dear brothers and sisters, the commandment of love that Jesus left to 
his disciples is also kept in our relationship with the sick. A society is all the more human to 

the degree that it cares effectively for its most frail and suffering members, in a spirit of 
fraternal love. Let us strive to achieve this goal, so that no one will feel alone, excluded or 

abandoned. . . To Mary, Mother of Mercy and Health of the Infirm, I entrust the sick, 
healthcare workers and all those who generously assist our suffering brothers and sisters. 

From the Grotto of Lourdes and her many other shrines throughout the world, may she 
sustain our faith and hope, and help us care for one another with fraternal love. To each 

and all, I cordially impart my blessing.  Excerpt from Pope Francis’ Message for World 
Day of the Sick, 2021  



We invite you to join us via webcam in Three Patrons’ Parish by watching 
our live streaming which can be viewed online at churchservices.tv/

pennyburn, churchservices.tv/carnhill, churchservices.tv/galliagh or the 

parish website at www.threepatrons.org/webcam.   
 
 

ST PATRICK’S CHURCH, PENNYBURN  
Sunday 

6.00 pm: (Sat) Vigil; 8.00 am, 10.00 am & 12.00 noon: Mass 

Monday 
7.30 am: Mass; 9.40 am: Rosary; 10 am: Mass 

Tuesday - Friday 

7.30 am: Mass; 9.40 am: Rosary; 10.00 am: Mass;  
Saturday  9.40 am: Rosary; 10.00 am: Mass 
 

ST BRIGID’S CHURCH, CARNHILL  

Sunday  

6.00 pm: (Sat) Vigil; 10.30 am & 12.30 pm: Mass;  
Monday - Friday    

9.00 am: Mass followed by Rosary 
 

ST JOSEPH’S CHURCH, GALLIAGH  

Sunday 
7.00 pm: (Sat) Vigil; 9.00am & 11.00 am: Mass 

Monday - Friday 11.00 am: Mass followed by Rosary 
 

 

St Patrick’s, Pennyburn, St Brigid’s, Carnhill and St Joseph’s, Galliagh  
will open after Masses for individual prayer.  

 

Face Coverings: We ask all adults and children aged 14+ to please wear a face covering 
(unless they are exempt from wearing mandatory face coverings). Medical advice is that 

wearing face coverings is first and foremost about protecting others. Please continue to 
observe social distancing, to use the hand sanitiser on entering and leaving our churches.   

 
________________________________________________ 

It is very important at this time that we pray asking God for protection.                 

Perhaps individuals or families could commit to praying the Rosary each day for             
relief of this crisis. 
 

A Prayer in the Time of the Coronavirus by Fr Brian Grogan SJ 

Dear God, in 1879 the Apparition at Knock gave hope and courage to 

the people of Ireland in difficult times.   We ask that Our Lady may now 
protect your beloved people from the coronavirus.   

May its victims be strengthened by the spiritual support of the                     

Christian community and restored soon to full health.  We also pray  
for the medical personnel who deal with the virus. This we ask in  

confidence through Christ Our Lord. Amen. Our Lady of Knock, pray for us.  

St Joseph pray for us. St John the Evangelist pray for us. Amen.   
 
 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

Novena Prayer to Our Lady of Lourdes  In the name of the Father, and 
of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. Our Lady of Lourdes, we come to 

you like little Bernadette at the grotto. We pray with childlike trust in you. 

Our Lady of the Immaculate Conception, when you appeared in Lourdes, 
you made it a holy sanctuary where many have obtained the cure of their 

infirmities, both spiritual and corporal. We pray with confidence for your 
holy intercession. (State your intentions here) Holy Mother of the Rosary, 

we feel confident that your prayers on our behalf will be graciously heard by 
God. Immaculate M other, show us your mercy, O Mother of God, Amen. 



AN ACT OF SPIRITUAL COMMUNION  

“My Jesus, I believe that you desire to make your home within me and 
that you are present in the Most Holy Sacrament of the altar.                            

I love you above all things, and I desire to receive you in my soul. 
Since I cannot at this moment receive you sacramentally, come                      

spiritually into my heart. I embrace your love as if you were already 
there, and I unite myself wholly to you. Never permit me to be                         

separated from you. Amen."    
 

                _________________________________________________________________________ 

Requiescat in Pace  Anita Doherty, Woodbrook  
 

Anniversaries and Birthday Memorials Nancy Cullen, Jimmy English, May and Joe 
Campbell, William Roberts, Des Harvey, Joe Gamble, Siobhan Rainey, Colm Gibbons, 

Bridie Fraser, Ivor Dunne, John O’Kane, Gerard Campbell, John Slevin, Mary McCann, 
Donna Doherty, John Butler, Danny Patterson, Tina Rodgers.   
 

________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

 

 

 

Supporting Your Parish Thank you for your ongoing generosity to the offertory               
collection through envelope, standing order, online payments and the ‘donate’ button on 

our parish website. Your support is greatly appreciated. Boxes are available in our three 
churches to return your parish envelopes. If you require information about any of the 

above methods of supporting Three Patrons Parish, please contact the parish office - 
stpatricks@threepatrons.org or 028 71262360. The bank account details for the parish 

are sort code: 90 49 74; account number: 51442271.    
 

 

Anniversary Masses and Prayers If you wish to have an anniversary Mass offered or a 
Mass or prayers offered for any intention, please email the parish offices at   

stpatricks@threepatrons.org or stbrigids@threepatrons.org or phone the parochial houses 
at St. Patrick’s (028 71262360) or St. Brigid’s (028 71351261).   

 

 

_________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

Readings for Sunday 14th February 2021 

1st Reading:  Leviticus 13:1-2, 44-46 -  

Lepers had to live apart. Only if a priest pronounced a leper cured  

could he or she come back into normal life 

Psalm: 1-2, 5, 11 (7) 1 -  

Response: I turn to you, Lord, in time of trouble, and you fill me with the joy of salvation 

                  2nd Reading: 1 Corinthians 10:31-11:1 - 

Instead of offending people, we must aim to please them if we can  

Gospel: Mark 1:40-45 - 

Jesus cures a leper by the healing touch of his hand 
 



“Everyone is looking for You.”   

Is your search for the Lord leading you to a vocation to the                     
priesthood or diaconate  or consecrated life?  Speak to your local 

priest, call your Diocesan Vocations Director (visit derryvocations.org) 
or email the National Vocations Office: info@vocations.ie. 

 

A Prayer for Vocations based on the words of Pope Francis  
 

LORD of the Harvest,  
BLESS young people with the gift of courage to respond to your call. Open their hearts to 

great ideals to great things.  
INSPIRE all of your disciples to mutual love and giving - for vocations 

blossom in the good soil of faithful people.  
INSTILL those in religious life, parish ministries and families with the 

confidence and grace to invite others to embrace the bold and noble 
path of life consecrated to you.  

UNITE us to Jesus through prayer and sacrament, so that we may                     

co-operate with you in building your reign of mercy and truth, of justice 
and peace. Amen.  
 

Adapted from Pope Francis’ Message on the 51st World Day of Prayer for Vocations    
 

 

__________________________________________________________________________                                                 

           

 

Accord Couples and Relationship Support Line If you need to speak to an                              

experienced couples and relationships counsellor during this time of unprecedented stress 
and pressure on family life contact 003531 5313331, 028 956800151 or                                     

003531 9059555.  Lines open 9am - 8pm Monday - Friday.  All calls charged at local rate. 
 
 

Accord Derry Virtual Marriage Preparation Programme Course Dates April 13th/ 
14th 2021, May 11th/12th 2021, June 8th/9th 2021.  Booking now online at 

www.accordni.com. 
 

Preparing for Marriage? Catholic Engaged Encounter: A 'Zoom' online Marriage 

Preparation course is planned for 27th -28th March. This 2-day course is a positive way of 

preparing for Marriage where you will discover how you can enrich your future relationship. 
Information/Booking: marriageencounter.ie or 028 276 38512.  
 

Studio 2  Are you aged 17 - 25 years, interested in media, video editing, documentaries,  
script writing,  social issues, discussions, Youtube, podcasts and behind the scenes? This 

project will support young people through training and education from experts in their 
field, build up a strong group of young media activists and enable participants to learn new 

skills and make documentaries/films reporting on social issues.  If interested contact Irena 
at irena@gscaderry.com or 028 71358570. 
 

AA Can’t Stop Drinking? Call Alcoholics Anonymous 90351222  
 

Gamblers Anonymous Is gambling affecting your life? Perhaps we can help.                              
Tel 71351329.  
 

Northlands  If you are worried about your own or someone else’s drinking, drug use or 
gambling, please contact Northlands in confidence on 028 71313232 during office hours.  

There is no charge for our services which are open and available to all.  Northlands is 
based at Shepherd’s Way, Dungiven Rd, Derry, BT47 5GW.  Email info@northlands.org.uk.  

 

Children in Crossfire  Are you up for a challenge this March?  Sign up to our ‘Jog 50 Miles 

in March’ challenge and get a free t-shirt with your fundraising pack!  Visit our facebook 
page. 
 

The Western Health & Social Care Trust Recovery College is running free courses on 
mental health and emotional wellbeing. Courses start in March, and at the moment they 

are planning to deliver them via Zoom. If Covid-19 restrictions allow later in the term the 
Western Health & Social Care Trust Recovery College intend to run face to face workshops 

as usual in Derry, Enniskillen, Omagh and Strabane, so they are encouraging people to 

register as usual even if they do not have computer access. Some shortened courses are 
already free to watch online on the Recovery College page on the Trust website 

www.westerntrust.hscni.net/service/recoveryservices/recovery-college/ and the Western 
Trust’s You Tube channel.  
 

 
 



 

Saints of the Coming Week 
Monday: St Jerome Emiliani; St Josephine Bakhita, virgin  

Wednesday: St Scholastica, virgin  

Thursday: Our Lady of Lourdes; St Gobnait, virgin  
 

 
 

___________________________________________ 
 

Foyle Foodbank, Springtown Industrial Estate, is open from 11am - 4 pm Monday -                   

Friday to help those in food crisis.  Tel: 71263699. 
 

St Angela’s College, Sligo invites applications for a Part-Time Certificate in Religious                  

Education (Primary) beginning Autumn 2021 with online delivery.  The course is open to: 

Qualified primary school teachers; Qualified post-primary school teachers who wish to 

transfer to primary school teaching.  Parents, sacramental preparation teams and parish 

catechists who have a specific interest in the area of primary religious education may also 

apply.  Closing date for Applications is Friday 14th May 2021.  This date may be         

extended.  For further information and application forms contact Mary Kearns, Senior                     

Administrator, School of Education, St. Angela’s College, Lough Gill, Sligo. Email 

mkearns@stangelas.nuigalway.ie or visit www.stangelas.nuigalway.ie. 
 

Safeguarding If you have any concerns with regard to safeguarding children or adults in 
need of protection within the Church please contact: Noel O’Donnell, Diocesan Pastoral 

Centre, 164 Bishop Street, 71362475, mobile 07596500793 or Celine McKenna, Diocesan 
Pastoral Centre, 164 Bishop Street, 71362475, mobile 07707311358 or PSNI (Police                  

Service of Northern Ireland) 101 or Social Services: Gateway Services, Western HSC Trust, 
71314090 and ask for the Duty Social Worker.  
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Can you Foster? Could you give a home to a vulnerable child when they need it most? 

Fostering is about giving them a safe, secure place to live for a few weeks, months or even 
years. Barnardo’s Fostering NI is looking for foster carers. Foster placements can be:      

long-term, short-term, emergency, short breaks and parent and child together. You must 
be over 21 to foster and must have a spare room in your home. Foster carers are offered a 

fostering fee and allowances; they are given training and support. To learn more please 
telephone 90652288 or visit our website https://www.barnardos.org.uk/foster.  

 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

  

 
 


