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   A Question of Authority 
 

For the next three Sundays the gospel will be taken from 

John and will set before us the way in which the fourth 

evangelist understands the mystery of the cross and                     

resurrection.  Of all the evangelists, John relies most 

heavily on symbolism to communicate the meaning of 

Easter and what it reveals to us about God, and the story 

for today is no exception.  On the face of it what Jesus in 

cleansing the temple was symbolising, was a rejection of 

corrupt practices in the temple that distracted from true 

worship of God.  But there is more at stake in his dramatic gesture and this becomes                  

apparent as Jesus responds to the authorities who oppose him.  The real issue here is the 

true worship of God and that will come about through the death and resurrection of Jesus, 

for as the Word was made flesh he is the true temple or dwelling place of God and in him 

we will come to abide in God’s love, which is what true worship is all about. 
 

With the passage of time and the familiarity of the cross or crucifix as a religious symbol it 

may be that we have lost the sense of what Paul and John are saying.  We almost seem 

comfortable with the idea of a crucified Lord. Ever since Good Friday our faith is not in God 

the miracle-worker but in the God who chose to be known through weakness and                             

vulnerability.  The love of the new and everlasting covenant is to be experienced not in the                      

glorious parting of the Red Sea but in the love and forgiveness offered by Jesus on the 

cross. 
 

The true temple of God is no longer to be found in some holy and far away place but is 

within, as Jesus has made us all temples of the Holy Spirit and in the process challenges us 

to know God not through mere ritual observance but ‘in Spirit and in truth’ (Jn 4:23-24). 
 

I invite all Christians, everywhere, to a renewed personal encounter with Jesus Christ, or at 

least an openness to letting him encounter them . . .  The Lord does not disappoint those 

who take this risk; whenever we take a step towards Jesus, we come to realise that he is 

already there, waiting for us with open arms.’    (Pope Francis, Evangelii Gaudium)  
 

Father, you have made us living temples of your Spirit.  Purify our hearts                     

from all the desires that draw us away from you.  Give us the grace to love  

you above all things.  Set us on fire with zeal for your name, Amen.   

 
______________________________________________________ 

 

 

Forty Hours Adoration The Annual Solemn Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
begins today (Sunday) after 12 noon Mass in St Patrick’s Church, Pennyburn, closing 

with a short time of prayer at 7 pm.   On Monday, Exposition and public adoration 
will resume after 10 am Mass and will conclude with a time of prayer at 7 pm. Every-

one is welcome to come and spend time in the presence of the Blessed Sacrament 
for individual private prayer during these days in our Lenten journey.  Please respect social 

distancing rules and acknowledge others who may be present in the church for prayer.  

The chapel will close at 5 pm on both days and Adoration continues via the webcam. 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 



During the Lenten Season we ask you to note the following: 
 

Weekday Masses (via the webcams) 
 

St Patrick’s, Pennyburn: Monday - Friday: 7.30 am, 10.00 am; Saturday: 10.00am 
Wednesday: *Extra Mass at 7.00 pm: (anniversary *) 
 

St Brigid’s, Carnhill: Monday - Friday: 9.00 am (followed by the Rosary) 
 

St Joseph’s, Galliagh: Monday - Friday: 11.00 am 
 

 

The Way of the Cross (via the webcams) 
 

St Joseph’s, Galliagh Mondays at 5.30 pm 
 

St Patrick’s, Pennyburn Tuesdays at 5.30 pm 
 

St Brigid’s, Carnhill: Thursdays at 5.30 pm 
 

 

Lenten Healing Service (via the webcam) 
 

St Brigid’s, Carnhill: Sundays at 6.00 pm 
‘Come to me all who labour and are overburdened and I will give you rest’. 
 

Adoration and Holy Hour with the Franciscan Friars (via the webcam) 
 

St Joseph’s, Galliagh: Wednesdays at 5.00 pm. 
 

A Lenten Prayer Card can be viewed on our parish website. You are invited to join  

together in prayer each day, praying for various areas, schools etc within our parish. 
 
 

Every year Trócaire asks for your help during Lent to fund             
life-saving programmes around the world. Families like Awut and 

Ajak’s in South Sudan need your support now more than ever. 
Trócaire are appealing to you to continue your support this Lent. 

Resources, prayers and videos are available on www.trocaire.org 
and donations can be made to the Lent campaign in the following ways:  
 

1. By collecting a Trócaire box (we are very conscious of social distancing but Trócaire 

boxes are available in our churches if you wish and feel safe to take a box home) 
2. Online at www.trocaire.org  

3. By phone: 0800 912 1200 (NI) or 1850 408 408 (ROI) The contents of each and every 
Trócaire box, no matter how small, come together to make a significant                        

difference. This virus knows no borders, but neither does our compassion.  
 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Walking With Jesus Along the Via Dolorosa Lent 2021  A five week 

prayer resource for the parish and homes through Lent, written by the 
Living Church Team, Diocese of Down and Connor. is available at 

https://www.derrydiocese.org/news/walking-with-jesus-along-
the-via-dolorosa. 

Each reflection includes: opening words of welcome and an opening 
prayer; a gospel reading; a time of silence / reflective music; a                       

reflection; a decade of the scriptural rosary; a line of scripture is read 
aloud before each of the ten Hail  Marys; Lenten Mission -                              

encouraging further prayer at home and a closing prayer. 
 

Prayer Resources for Lent to support families at home are available at https://
www.derrydiocese.org/news/ash-wednesday-17-february-2021 
 

Trócaire are offering a series of online workshops this Lent.  Find out more and sign up at 
h t t p s : / / d o c s . g o o g l e . c o m / f o r m s / d /

e/1FAIpQLSdsitZjQ6LENkWcgfhJng9VHUFFtxTTSq4jelHAZRpCgzqLWQ/viewform?
usp=sf_link.  Themes: Tuesday 9th March at 2 pm for 1 hour: Peace and Justice (focusing 

on South Sudan); Tuesday 16th March at 2 pm for 1 hour: NWAC documentary. 
 

https://www.derrydiocese.org/news/ash-wednesday-17-february-2021
https://www.derrydiocese.org/news/ash-wednesday-17-february-2021
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdsitZjQ6LENkWcgfhJng9VHUFFtxTTSq4jelHAZRpCgzqLWQ/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdsitZjQ6LENkWcgfhJng9VHUFFtxTTSq4jelHAZRpCgzqLWQ/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdsitZjQ6LENkWcgfhJng9VHUFFtxTTSq4jelHAZRpCgzqLWQ/viewform?usp=sf_link


Novena to St Patrick We invite you to unite in a novena to St Patrick  

from Monday 8th - Tuesday 16th March, ahead of the Feast of St Patrick,  

our national patron on 17th March.   
 

“From the time I came to know Him in my youth, the love of God  

and the fear of Him have grown in me, and up to now,  

            thanks be to the grace of God, I have kept the faith’.  St Patrick 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 



Novena to St Joseph  We also invite you to unite in a novena to St Joseph  

from Wednesday 10th - Thursday 18th March, ahead of  

the Feast of St Joseph, Father and Husband on Friday 19th March. 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 



 

Diocese of Derry Prayer for Lent 2021 
 

Each day of Lent, everyone is encouraged to pray the Diocesan Lenten Prayer  
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

                                         



 

  
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

                                         



 

  
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
                                         



We invite you to join us via webcam in Three Patrons’ Parish by watching 
our live streaming which can be viewed online at churchservices.tv/

pennyburn, churchservices.tv/carnhill, churchservices.tv/galliagh or the 

parish website at www.threepatrons.org/webcam.   
 
 

ST PATRICK’S CHURCH, PENNYBURN  
Sun 6 pm: (Sat) Vigil; 10am & 12 noon: Mass (followed by opening of Forty Hours) 

7.00 pm: A time of prayer during Forty Hours 

Monday 7.30 am: Mass; 10.00 am: Mass;  
7.00 pm: A time of prayer to close Forty Hours 

Tuesday 7.30 am: Mass; 10.00 am: Mass; 5.30 pm: The Way of the Cross 

Wednesday 7.30 am: Mass; 10.00 am: Mass; 7.00 pm: Mass* (*anniversary) 
Thursday - Friday 7.30 am: Mass; 10.00 am: Mass 

Saturday  10.00 am: Mass 
 

ST BRIGID’S CHURCH, CARNHILL  

Sunday 10.30 am & 12.30 pm: Mass; 6.00 pm: Lenten Healing Service 
Monday - Wednesday 9.00 am: Mass followed by Rosary 

Thursday 9.00 am: Mass followed by Rosary; 5.30 pm: The Way of the Cross 

Friday 9.00 am: Mass followed by Rosary 
 

ST JOSEPH’S CHURCH, GALLIAGH  
Sunday 7.00 pm: (Sat) Vigil; 11.00 am: Mass 

Monday 11.00 am: Mass; 5.30 pm: The Way of the Cross 

Tuesday - Friday 11.00 am: Mass 
Wednesday 5.00 pm: Adoration and Holy Hour with the Franciscan Friars  

 

 

St Patrick’s, Pennyburn, St Brigid’s, Carnhill and St Joseph’s, Galliagh  
will open after Masses for individual prayer.  

 

Face Coverings: We ask all adults and children aged 14+ to please wear a face covering 
(unless they are exempt from wearing mandatory face coverings). Medical advice is that 

wearing face coverings is first and foremost about protecting others. Please continue to 
observe social distancing, to use the hand sanitiser on entering and leaving our churches.   

 

________________________________________________ 

It is very important at this time that we pray asking God for protection.                 

Perhaps individuals or families could commit to praying the Rosary each day for             
relief of this crisis. 
 

A Prayer in the Time of the Coronavirus by Fr Brian Grogan SJ 

Dear God, in 1879 the Apparition at Knock gave hope and courage to 
the people of Ireland in difficult times.   We ask that Our Lady may now 

protect your beloved people from the coronavirus.   

May its victims be strengthened by the spiritual support of the                     
Christian community and restored soon to full health.  We also pray  

for the medical personnel who deal with the virus. This we ask in  

confidence through Christ Our Lord. Amen. Our Lady of Knock, pray for us.  
St Joseph pray for us. St John the Evangelist pray for us. Amen.   

 

 

 

 

    _________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

 

Ad Multos Annos  

On behalf of St Joseph’s Church community and  
Three Patrons Parish, we send our congratulations and God’s 

blessing to Fr Michael Keaveny, former Administrator of  

St Joseph’s Parish, Galliagh, who is celebrating his Platinum  
Anniversary, the 70th anniversary of his ordination in the coming 

days: a remarkable milestone. 

 



AN ACT OF SPIRITUAL COMMUNION  

“My Jesus, I believe that you desire to make your home within me and 
that you are present in the Most Holy Sacrament of the altar.                            

I love you above all things, and I desire to receive you in my soul. 
Since I cannot at this moment receive you sacramentally, come                      

spiritually into my heart. I embrace your love as if you were already 
there, and I unite myself wholly to you. Never permit me to be                         

separated from you. Amen."    
 

                _________________________________________________________________________ 

Requiescant in Pace Margaret McCloskey, Carnhill, Christy Coll, Carnhill,  

Margaret Burke, Yorkshire 
 

Anniversaries and Birthday Memorials Lizzie Bradley, Mary K McCallion, Margaret 

McGill, John McDaid, James Patterson, Owen Coyle, Mickey Doherty, Rose Doherty, Mary 
McCloy, Brian Boyle, William Dunne, John Bonner, Vincent Traynor, Josephine Gallagher, 

Nellie Harrigan 
 

DDS Please remember in your prayers all deceased members of the Derry Diocesan                      
Society, especially the following who were recently enrolled: Michelle Tabbett, Sadie 

McGuinness, Ann-Marie McGranaghan, Virgi Kitson, Joan O’Donnell, Dennis Cassidy, 
Bosco Heaney, Josephine Bradley, David Watson, Marjorie Devine, Neil McCaul, Myrid 

Curran, Maureen Wade, Danny Heraghty, Rita Donaghy, Dean McMonagle, Marjorie 
Burke, Chrissie Kelly, Liam Glenn, Frank McCay, Frances McCay, Joe Bradley, Marion                             

Doherty, Adrian Keenan, Lily McDermott, Kathleen McGilloway, Michael Dobbins, Pat                  
Finnis, Margaret Doherty, Frances Doherty, Linda Wright, Peter O’Donnell, Emma Nelis, 

Gerry Quigley, Billy Doherty, Rose Donegan, Moira Stewart, Patrick Heaney.  That these 
and all who sleep in Christ may find in God’s presence light, happiness and peace, Amen.   
 

________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

 

 

Supporting Your Parish Thank you for your ongoing generosity to the offertory               
collection through envelope, standing order, online payments and the ‘donate’ button on 

our parish website. Your support is greatly appreciated. Boxes are available in our three 
churches to return your parish envelopes. If you require information about any of the 

above methods of supporting Three Patrons Parish, please contact the parish office - 
stpatricks@threepatrons.org or 028 71262360. The bank account details for the parish 

are sort code: 90 49 74; account number: 51442271.    
 

 

Anniversary Masses and Prayers If you wish to have an anniversary Mass offered                                
or a Mass or prayers offered for any intention, please email the parish offices at   

stpatricks@threepatrons.org or stbrigids@threepatrons.org or phone the parochial             
houses at St. Patrick’s (028 71262360) or St. Brigid’s (028 71351261).   

 

 

 

 

 

 

        _______________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

                                                                                              Readings for Sunday 14th March 2021 
     1st Reading:  2 Chronicles 36: 14-23 
   For their sins the people were exiled to Babylon. But God’s mercy will bring them back 

           Psalm 137: 1-2, 3, 4-5, 6  
      Response: Let my tongue be silent, if I ever forget you!                  

2nd Reading: Ephesians 2: 4-10 
We are saved not through our own efforts but through the mercy of God  

                Gospel Reading: John 3:14-21 

God sent his only Son, not to condemn but to save us.   

 
______________________________________________________________ 

 

Saints of the Coming Week 

Monday: St John of God, religious; St Senan, bishop 
Tuesday: St Frances of Rome, religious 

Thursday: St Aengus, bishop and abbot 

 
 

 



“We proclaim Christ crucified…the power and  

wisdom of God.” (1 Cor 1:22-25)  
Could Jesus be calling you to proclaim His life, death and                            

resurrection, to bring faith, hope and meaning to life to others  
as a priest or in the consecrated life? Speak to your local priest,                   

call your Diocesan Vocations Director (visit derryvocations.org)    
                           or email the National Vocations Office: info@vocations.ie. 

 

 

             A Prayer for Vocations based on the words of Pope Francis  
 

LORD of the Harvest,  
BLESS young people with the gift of courage to respond to your call. 

Open their hearts to great ideals to great things.  
INSPIRE all of your disciples to mutual love and giving - for vocations 

blossom in the good soil of faithful people.  
INSTILL those in religious life, parish ministries and families with the 

confidence and grace to invite others to embrace the bold and noble 
path of life consecrated to you.  

UNITE us to Jesus through prayer and sacrament, so that we may                     
co-operate with you in building your reign of mercy and truth, of justice 

and peace. Amen.  
 

Adapted from Pope Francis’ Message on the 51st World Day of Prayer for Vocations    
 

 

__________________________________________________________________________                                                 

           

 

Accord Couples and Relationship Support Line If you need to speak to an                              
experienced couples / relationships counsellor during this time of unprecedented stress and 

pressure on family life contact 003531 5313331, 028 956800151 or                                     
003531 9059555.  Lines open 9am - 8pm Monday - Friday.  All calls charged at local rate.  

Visit https://derrydiocese.org/news/covid-19-support-and-counselling-accord to view                       

Accord’s services.  Accord provides resources at www.accord.ie, on its Facebook 
page and on its Twitter account based on feedback from counsellors who have dealt with 

relationship and family difficulties experienced during these confined times.   

AA Can’t Stop Drinking? Call Alcoholics Anonymous 90351222  

Gamblers Anonymous Is gambling affecting your life? Perhaps we can help.                              
Tel 71351329.  

C.A.L.M.S. (Community Action for Locally Managing Stress) Mental Health Support 
Line is offering the following: providing support with anxiety, panic , insomnia, low mood, 

depression and stress; a listening ear; and relaxation / breathing techniques. The service is 
available via telephone or zoom free of charge.  Tel 079 0704 0568 or 028 71 268 698 

Monday - Friday 10 am - 5 pm or leave a message out of hours. Visit 
www.calmsstresscentre.org. 

Tarsus Scripture School Lent / Easter Programme 2021 This time, we are offering                       
reflections on the readings for Holy Week and the Easter Triduum. The programme offers 

one webinar and one meditation. The meditation — after Easter — will be an opportunity to 
“take in” what we have celebrated over Holy Week and Easter. Weaving the Tapestry of 

Death and New Life 9 pre-recorded lectures; 1 webinar; 1 meditation (€30).  “Behold my 

servant”: the Servant of the Lord in Isaiah (Jessie Rogers);  “And when I am lifted up, I 
will draw all people to myself”: Easter in John (Sean Goan); “Dying and raised to new life 

in Christ”: Salvation in Romans. (Kieran J. O'Mahony). To register and further details, 
please visit www.tarsusscriptureschool.ie.  
 

Foyle Foodbank, Springtown Industrial Estate, is open from 11am - 4 pm Monday -                   

Friday to help those in food crisis.  Tel: 71263699. 

Safeguarding If you have any concerns with regard to safeguarding children or adults in 

need of protection within the Church please contact: Noel O’Donnell, Diocesan Pastoral 
Centre, 164 Bishop Street, 71362475, mobile 07596500793 or Celine McKenna, Diocesan 

Pastoral Centre, 164 Bishop Street, 71362475, mobile 07707311358 or PSNI (Police                  
Service of Northern Ireland) 101 or Social Services: Gateway Services, Western HSC Trust, 

71314090 and ask for the Duty Social Worker.  

https://www.accord.ie/
https://www.facebook.com/AccordMarriageCare
https://www.facebook.com/AccordMarriageCare
https://twitter.com/ACCORD_Ireland


Monthly Mass praying with and for Sister Clare Crockett will be celebrated on Sunday 

14th March at 7 pm live on Termonbacca’s YouTube channel.  If you have any prayer                   
intentions please send them by private message.    

 

Strive is a good relations programme for young people aged 14 to 24 led by Include 

Youth. Strive, which is youth led, is a cross community, cross cultural and cross border 
programme that engages young people in transformative good relations, citizenship and 

personal development work. Youth Initiatives run the Strive programme in Derry and are 
presently recruiting for the final year of the Peace IV programme. If you are interested, 

contact us on 07510931490 or find us on Instagram youthinitiativesderry or our YIderry 
facebook page.  
 

Preparing for Marriage? Catholic Engaged Encounter: A 'Zoom' online Marriage                        

Preparation course is planned for 27th-28th March. This 2-day course is a positive way of 
preparing for Marriage where you will discover how you can enrich your future relationship. 

Information/Booking: marriageencounter.ie or 028 276 38512.  
 

The Net, the monthly publication sharing the fruits of faith in the Derry Diocese, is now 
available on the Diocesan website and Facebook Page.  
 

‘Live Laudato Si’ (Praise Be To You, O Lord) Reducing food waste is the climate action 

we can do 3 times a day. It is estimated that a third of all food produced is discarded.  
3 Challenges! 1) CUT FOOD WASTE – Check out your carbon footprint http://

www.footprint/ Lots of useful tips at http://www.lovefoodhatewaste.com/ http://
www.stopfoodwaste.ie/ 2) GIVE THANKS - Say Grace before meals 3) FAIR SHARE - 

Share locally & globally http://www.foyle.foodbank.org.uk or www.trocaire.org/trocaire/
gifts.  
 

Right to Life UK ask that you could remember their intentions in your prayers during the 

month of March.  On 8th March we celebrate International Women’s Day. We pray                      
especially for all pregnant women that they too would be championed and supported by all 

of us in society, not only on this day, but always. Lord hear us. 
 

You are invited to attend The St Patrick’s College Maynooth Annual Trócaire                       
Lecture. “Caring for the Human Family and our Common Home”. Cardinal Luis Antonio 

Gokim Tagle will deliver the keynote address. The event will be delivered online this year. 
Tuesday 9th March 2021 @ 6.30pm. Registration for this free online event is required. 

P l ease  r eg i s te r  a t  h t tps : / / t r o ca i re -o rg .zoom.us /web ina r / r eg i s t e r /
WN_bLnu0_aLSYSONMPEi3AYpg For enquiries contact colm.hogan@trocaire.org.  

 
 

 

 

  

 
 



 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 


