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No One Expected the Resurrection 
 

The Gospels do not describe what happened to Jesus at the                 
moment of resurrection; they recount how his followers                           
experienced its effects.  In fact, all of the Easter readings focus on 
the implications of the resurrection in the lives of Jesus’ followers. 
 

Paul instructs his converts that joined to Christ, they must now 
live a new way.  Having been raised with Christ from the dead, 
they must purge themselves of their old way of living.  They are 
on the threshold of newness.  A wondrous world of mystery has 
opened up before them, inviting them to step into it. 
 

 

The Gospel readings for both the Vigil and the Mass of Easter Day 
report the utter confusion of Jesus’ followers.  No one seems to 
have expected anything like a                          resurrection. 
 

We are not unlike those first followers.  Though we know well the Easter story, we never seem fully to 
grasp its meaning.  Like them, we so often continue to live burdened with our dashed hopes and with 
our misunderstanding of God’s mysterious power.  Like them, we come to the tomb and expect to find 
death, but instead we find signs of a new life that we cannot even begin to comprehend.  Like them, 
we do not realise that our history has been broken open and is now filled with the resurrected                     
presence of Christ. 
 

Our faith assures us that the tomb is empty because Jesus has risen; it assures us that death has been 
swallowed up by life.  Easter is a time to celebrate life, to value life in all its forms and at all of its 
stages.  A wondrous world of mystery has opened up before us, inviting us to step into it.  Dianne  Bergant 
 

‘He is risen!  And because He is risen, we too shall rise …   
The anticipation of eternal life is the source and reason for our hope.   

     If cultivated and protected, it illuminates our lives as persons and communities.’  Pope Francis 
       

                           

EASTER BLESSINGS  We, the priests of the parish thank you for your prayers  
  and encouragement.  We wish all of you the blessings of the Easter Season.   
  We offer a special prayer for our sick, our housebound and those who have              
been bereaved recently and for protection from coronavirus for us all.  As we                    

continue to minister at this difficult time, your prayers are greatly appreciated. 
  

                 The love of Christ surround you, the light of Christ lead you, 
the peace of Christ embrace you, the joy of Christ fill you, 

the presence of Christ be with you always 
 

                 Fr McCaughey, Fr Mongan and Fr Ferguson  

 
____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

REGINA COELI  Regina Coeli, Queen of  Heaven, Rejoice, Alleluia!   
                               For he whom you were worthy to bear, alleluia!                                               

                 Has risen as he said, alleluia!  Pray for us to God, alleluia!   
 

  (The Regina Coeli, full of joy, is an ancient anthen to the Blessed Virgin Mary  
   which traditionally replaces the Angelus during the Easter Season). 



We welcome people back to the public celebration of the Eucharist in the 
three churches of our parish. For those who prefer to do so, we invite you 

to join us via webcam in Three Patrons’ Parish by watching our live                   

streaming which can be viewed online at churchservices.tv/pennyburn, 
churchservices.tv/carnhill, churchservices.tv/galliagh or the parish                     

website at www.threepatrons.org/webcam.       

ST PATRICK’S CHURCH, PENNYBURN  
Easter Sunday 8 pm: (Sat) Easter Vigil; 7.30 am, 10 am & 12 noon: Mass  

Monday  
10.00 am: Mass; 7.00 pm: Monthly Mass in honour of St Pio 

Tuesday  

10.00 am: Mass 

Wednesday   

7.30 am: Mass; 10.00 am: Mass, 6.00 pm: Mass (anniversary) 
Thursday & Friday  7.30 am: Mass; 10.00 am: Mass 

Saturday  10.00 am: Mass 

Divine Mercy Sunday  
6.00 pm (Sat) Vigil; 10.00 am & 12 noon: Mass 
 

ST BRIGID’S CHURCH, CARNHILL  
Easter Sunday  

8 pm: (Sat) Easter Vigil; 8.30am, 10.30 am & 12.30 pm: Mass  

Monday - Saturday  
9.00 am: Mass followed by Rosary 

Divine Mercy Sunday 

6.00 pm: (Sat) Vigil; 10.30 am & 12.30 pm: Mass 
3.00 pm: Divine Mercy Devotions 
 

ST JOSEPH’S CHURCH, GALLIAGH  
Easter Sunday  

8.00 pm: (Sat) Easter Vigil; 9.00 am, 11.00 am, 12.30 pm: Mass 
Monday - Friday  

11.00 am: Mass   

Divine Mercy Sunday  
6.00 pm: (Sat) Vigil; 11.00 am, 12.30 pm: Mass 
 

Face Coverings: We ask all adults and children aged 14+ to please wear a face covering 
(unless they are exempt from wearing mandatory face coverings). Medical advice is that 

wearing face coverings is first and foremost about protecting others. Please continue to    
observe social distancing, to use the hand sanitiser on entering and leaving our churches.   

 

 

 

 

_____________________________________________ 

 

It is very important at this time that we pray asking God for protection. Perhaps                         

individuals or families could commit to praying the Rosary each day for relief of this crisis. 
 

A Prayer in the Time of the Coronavirus by Fr Brian Grogan S.J 

Dear God, in 1879 the Apparition at Knock gave hope and courage  

to the people of Ireland in difficult times.  We ask that Our Lady  
may now protect your beloved people from the coronavirus.   

May its victims be strengthened by the spiritual support of the  

Christian community and restored soon to full health. 
We also pray for the medical personnel who deal with the virus. 

This we ask in confidence through Christ Our Lord. Amen. 
 

Our Lady of Knock pray for us.  St Joseph pray for us. 

St John the Evangelist pray for us. Amen. 



Every year Trócaire asks for your help during Lent to fund             

life-saving programmes around the world. Families like Awut 
and Ajak’s in South Sudan need your support now more than 

ever. Trócaire are appealing to you to continue your support 
this Lent. Donations can be made to the Lent campaign in 

the following ways:  
 

 For those returning their Trócaire box to the church, you are asked to include notes or 

cheques only, in so far as possible, for ease of counting in general and, in particular, 
to reduce the level of risk for the counters.  Please note: cheques should be made 

payable to Trócaire (not the parish). 
 

 Online banking (directly to Trócaire). Bank details for Trócaire in NI are: Sort Code: 
93.80.92, Account No: 8822 7020.  Bank details for Trócaire in ROI are: BIC: AIB-

KIE2D, IBAN: IE20AIBK93208698861116. 
 

 Online at www.trocaire.org  
 

 Send a cheque by post to Trócaire, 50-52 King St, Belfast, BT1 6AD. 
 

 By phone: 0800 912 1200 (NI) or 1850 408 408 (ROI). Thank you. 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 



AN ACT OF SPIRITUAL COMMUNION  

“My Jesus, I believe that you desire to make your home within me and 
that you are present in the Most Holy Sacrament of the altar.                            

I love you above all things, and I desire to receive you in my soul. 
Since I cannot at this moment receive you sacramentally, come                      

spiritually into my heart. I embrace your love as if you were already 
there, and I unite myself wholly to you. Never permit me to be                         

separated from you. Amen."    
 

                _________________________________________________________________________ 

Requiescat in Pace Ciaran Toland, Aberfoyle Crescent 
 

 

Anniversaries and Birthday Memorials Isabell Gallagher, Danny Patterson,                      

Johnny Patterson, Connie Glackin, May Moffit, Geraldine Butler, John McLaughlin,                      
Joey Molloy, Brian Grant, Tom Melarkey, Annie Mallett, Charles Lindsey, Pam Curran, 

Nance Connelly, Tommy Doyle, John Concannon, Brendan Doherty, Billy Coyle,                                    
Joe Cosgrove, Bee Cosgrove, Peter Cosgrove, Mary Cosgrove, Conor Cosgrove   
 

________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

 

 

Anniversary Masses and Prayers If you wish to have an anniversary Mass offered                                
or a Mass or prayers offered for any intention, please email the parish offices at   

stpatricks@threepatrons.org or stbrigids@threepatrons.org or phone the parochial             
houses at St. Patrick’s (028 71262360) or St. Brigid’s (028 71351261).   

 

 
____________________________________________________________ 

 

Supporting Your Parish Thank you for your ongoing generosity to the offertory               

collection through envelope, standing order, online payments and the ‘donate’ button on 
our parish website. Your support is greatly appreciated. Boxes are available in our three 

churches to return your parish envelopes. If you require information about any of the 
above methods of supporting Three Patrons Parish, please contact the parish office - 

stpatricks@threepatrons.org or 028 71262360. The bank account details for the parish 
are sort code: 90 49 74; account number: 51442271.    

 

Parish Planned Giving / Offertory Scheme  We acknowledge this is a difficult time for 
everyone and would like to thank all our parishioners for their continued support.  The 

current financial year ends shortly and your box of envelopes will be finished.  The new 
boxes of envelopes are now available.  Contributions to the offertory collection can also 

be left in boxes in our three churches. Parishioners may also support the parish                  
financially by joining the standing order scheme. A standing order form is available on the 

parish website to print or from the parish office. If you have any queries, please contact                    
St Patrick’s Parochial House – 71262360. Again, we thank you for your ongoing support 

and assure you of our prayers at this difficult time. 
 

Gift Aid You can make your donations go even further – Gift Aid It.  If you 
are a UK taxpayer, you may wish to join our Gift Aid Scheme. The parish can 

claim back an additional 25p for each £1 you donate, through Gift Aid – this 
is at no further cost to you. This is a very simple way of helping the parish 

financially. If you wish to join the scheme or for further information, please contact the 
parish office.  

 

____________________________________________________________ 
 

 

                                                                                       Readings for Sunday 11th April 2021, Divine Mercy Sunday 

1st Reading: Acts 4:32-35: Total sharing, among the first Christians 

Psalm: from Psalm 118 

Response: Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; his love is everlasting 

2nd Reading: 1 John 5:1-6:  

By this we know that we love the children of God   

Gospel: John 20:19-31 

The presence of the risen Jesus banishes fear and brings peace to his friends  

 

___________________________________________________________________ 

 

There will be no parish bulletin next weekend. 



“God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with  

the Holy Spirit and with power.”  
Are you being called to proclaim the new life of the resurrected 

Christ to the world with His Spirit and His power as a priest or in 
the consecrated life? Speak to your local priest, call your Diocesan 

Vocations Director (visit derryvocations.org)    
                           or email the National Vocations Office: info@vocations.ie. 

 

 

             A Prayer for Vocations based on the words of Pope Francis  
 

LORD of the Harvest,  

BLESS young people with the gift of courage to respond to your call. 
Open their hearts to great ideals to great things.  

INSPIRE all of your disciples to mutual love and giving - for vocations 
blossom in the good soil of faithful people.  

INSTILL those in religious life, parish ministries and families with the 
confidence and grace to invite others to embrace the bold and noble 

path of life consecrated to you.  
UNITE us to Jesus through prayer and sacrament, so that we may                     

co-operate with you in building your reign of mercy and truth, of justice 
and peace. Amen.  
 

Adapted from Pope Francis’ Message on the 51st World Day of Prayer for Vocations    

_ 
_____________________________________________ 

Monthly Mass in honour of St Pio will be celebrated on Monday 5th April at                  

7.00 pm in St Patrick’s, Pennyburn. We ask God’s blessing on all through the intercession 

of St Pio. 
  

PRAYER TO ST PIO O Glorious St Pio, patron of those who are in need  

of healing, I call upon you and seek your help. Please intercede for all  

those who are in need of spiritual, emotional or physical healing.  
Obtain for them comfort during their sufferings, strength when they feel 

weary, hope when they feel discouraged and joy when they are down-

hearted. Help them know the peace of Jesus and the certainty  
of His victory in their suffering, through Christ, our Lord, Amen.  

 
____________________________________ 

 

The Pope’s Monthly Prayer Intention for April You are invited to answer the Holy                

Father’s request and to join with many people worldwide in praying for this intention:                   

Fundamental Rights - We pray for  those who risk their lives while fighting for funda-

mental rights under dictatorships, authoritarian regimes and even in democracies in crisis. 
 

Matt Talbot Prayer Society St Eugene’s Cathedral launched the Matt Talbot Prayer                        
Society to pray for people suffering from, recovering from or affected by any form of                

addiction. To join the Matt Talbot Society, you are invited to enrol the name of the person 
to be prayed for and the addiction from which we pray they will be freed. Those enrolled 

will be prayed every day by members of the Society. Mass will be offered on the first         
Monday of every month in St Eugene’s Cathedral at 7.30 pm. You will also receive an                 

enrolment card to enable you to join in the prayer. To enrol please contact 71262894 or 
steugenes@btconnect.com or private message St Eugene’s Cathedral Facebook page.  
 

Easter Resources  A comprehensive list of Easter resources in which parishioners can 

join online, watch on TV or listen to on radio has been compiled and includes live Easter 

broadcasts from the Vatican with Pope Francis, live Mass broadcasts from Knock Shrine, 
films for Easter, downloadable activities for children, prayers for use in the home,                          

instructions on creating an Easter garden and much more.  To view, visit                              
derrydiocese.org/easter. 
 

Holy Family Padre Pio Prayer Group meetings resume from Tuesday 6th April  at Holy 

Family Church, Ballymagroarty, starting with the Rosary before 7.15 pm Mass and                     
continuing with prayers after Mass.  A first class relic will be available for blessing. 

 

 
 

 



AA Can’t Stop Drinking? Call Alcoholics Anonymous 90351222  
 

Gamblers Anonymous Is gambling affecting your life? Perhaps we can help.                              
Tel 71351329.  
 

C.A.L.M.S. (Community Action for Locally Managing Stress) Mental Health                    
Support Line is offering the following: providing support with anxiety, panic , insomnia, 

low mood, depression and stress; a listening ear; and relaxation / breathing techniques. 
The service is available via telephone or zoom free of charge.  Tel 079 0704 0568 or                 

028 71 268 698 Monday - Friday 10 am - 5 pm or leave a message out of hours. Visit 

www.calmsstresscentre.org. 
 

Foyle Foodbank, Springtown Industrial Estate, is open from 11am - 4 pm Monday -                   

Friday to help those in food crisis.  Tel: 71263699. 
 

Accord Couples and Relationship Support Line  If you need to speak to an                              
experienced couples / relationships counsellor during this time of unprecedented stress 

and pressure on family life contact 003531 5313331, 028 956800151 or                                     
003531 9059555.  Lines open 9am - 8pm Monday - Friday.  All calls charged at local rate.  
 

Childline How are you feeling?  Good, Okay, Excellent, Bad, Horrible, Stressed,                          

Depressed?  We’re working a little differently because of coronavirus.  You can still start a 
1-2-1 chat with us from 9 am - 10.30 pm.  Or you can call 0800 1111 for free from 9 

am - 3.30 pm.  You can also send an email using a Childline account any time, and we’ll        
usually reply within a day. 
 

Accord Derry Virtual Interactive Marriage Preparation Programme course dates for 2021 

are as  follows:  July 6th/7th, August 10th/11th, Sept 14th/15th, Oct 12th/13th, Nov 9th/10th, 
Dec 7th/8th.  Booking now online at www.accordni.com. 
 

Live Laudato Si’ (Praise Be To You, O Lord) Reducing food waste is the climate action 
we can do 3 times a day. It is estimated that a third of all food produced is discarded.  

3 Challenges! 1 CUT FOOD WASTE Check out your carbon footprint http:/www.footprint/ 

Lots of useful tips at http://www.lovefoodhatewaste.com/ http://www.stopfoodwaste.ie/    
2 GIVE THANKS Say Grace before meals  3 FAIR SHARE  Share locally & globally 

http://www.foyle.foodbank.org.uk or www.trocaire.org/trocaire/gifts.  

 

Right to Life UK ask that you could remember their intentions in your prayers during the 

month of April.  Sunday 4th April: “As we celebrate the ultimate victory Christ won for us 
on the cross, we pray for victory in all the church's efforts. We pray especially for the 

church's battle to protect all life and the dignity and wellbeing of all human beings from 
conception to their natural passing. Lord hear us” 
 

Aid for the Children of Yemen  Fr Neal Carlin’s new book, The Eagle, The Tiger and 

Covid, is now on sale at €10 / £10 and can be purchased by contacting                                    
goldenagecentre@hotmail.com.  All proceeds are being sent via a direct contact to aid the 

children of Yemen. 
 

Northlands  If you are worried about your own or someone else’s drinking, drug use or 

gambling, please contact Northlands in confidence on (028) 71313232 during office hours.  

There is no charge for our services which are open and available to all.  Northlands is 
based at Shepherd’s Way, Dungiven Rd, Derry, BT47 5GW.  Email: 

info@northlands.org.uk. 
 

Thank You We extend our thanks to those who volunteer as stewards in 

our three churches.  Thanks also to those who clean our churches                       
everyday and ensure they are safe spaces for all. 

 

Safeguarding If you have any concerns with regard to safeguarding children or adults in 
need of protection within the Church please contact: Noel O’Donnell, Diocesan Pastoral 

Centre, 164 Bishop Street, 71362475, mobile 07596500793 or Celine McKenna, Diocesan 
Pastoral Centre, 164 Bishop Street, 71362475, mobile 07707311358 or PSNI (Police                  

Service of Northern Ireland) 101 or Social Services: Gateway Services, Western HSC 
Trust, 71314090 and ask for the Duty Social Worker.  

 
 
 



‘We are an Easter People and Alleluia is our Song’  St Augustine 
 

Our journey through Lent is over, we have                        

removed our purple cloths, we have decorated our 
churches and altars with flowers and we can now 

sing our Gloria and Alleluia with joy and                        
celebration.  The Lord is risen! 
 

The Easter gospel names three people: Mary                       

Magdalene, Peter and the ‘disciple Jesus loved’.  
By not being named, this disciple is in fact all of 

us, each of us are the ‘disciple whom Jesus loves’.  
Mary, faithful to the end goes to the tomb and                  

although it is dark, sees that the stone has been        
removed.  She quickly runs and tells the others 

what she has seen and experienced: an empty tomb, burial cloths, and a head covering 
in another place.  Having told the others, they too go to the tomb.  They also see, but 

they more than just see.  They see and believe.  They see and believe in their hearts.  
The mystery of the resurrection is able to be seen because God gives us the eyes of 

faith. 
 

Today with Christians all over the world, let us follow Mary’s example, let us too stand 
at the empty tomb and believe and then have the courage to proclaim the good news                       

resurrection.  This Easter, may what we believe in our hearts and profess with our lips, 
be seen in the work of our hands and the quality of our daily lives.  Alleluia! 

__________________________ 
 

Alleluia! - for singing, not for humming! 
 

The reason for the joy of Easter is that Christ is risen - the 
women who came to the tomb found their joy in this.  They may 
have found joy also in a beautiful dawn in the garden, or in their 
friendships, but the joy of Easter is a joy of faith, which nothing 
need take away. 
 

The joy of the resurrection is a joy in giving the life we have      
received from God.  ‘Life grows by being given away; and it         
weakens in isolation and comfort.  Indeed, those who enjoy life 
most are those who leave security on the shore and become                        
excited by the mission of communicating life to others (Pope 
Francis).  The Alleluia is for singing not for humming: it is to be 
heard from the voice of the heart, and should lift the hearts of 
those who hear.  ‘Jesus Christ is risen.  He is risen indeed,      Alleluia!’ Fr Donal Neary, SJ  
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 



Gospel Reflection for the Second Sunday of Easter, 11th April 2021 

Divine Mercy Sunday 

Shalom 

We do not come through suffering and difficult times                

unscarred.  We are changed by them.  Often it brings 
some sort of growth into our lives and usually it is not a 

pleasant experience.  We only have to think of the past 
year of lockdown and isolation and fear.  In Pope Francis’ 

new book, ‘Let us Dream’, he says ‘To enter into crisis is 
to be sifted.  Your categories and ways of thinking get 

shaken up; your priorities and lifestyles are challenged.  
You cross a threshold, either by your own choice or by 

necessity, because there are crises, like the one we are 
going through, that you can’t avoid.’ 

Today’s Gospel shows us that even the most difficult situations can be transformed.  The 

Risen Christ stands amongst the disciples even though the doors were firmly closed.  The 

peace that he gives them (Shalom) is a peace of body, of mind and of spirit and it moves 
the disciples to be an unending witness to God’s love.  They, and we, are invited to be                 

for others what Jesus has been for them.  The Risen Jesus is active in all our lives and in 
the world around us, but we must be careful not to close ourselves off or let fear take 

over.  John tells us that he writes these things so that we may come to believe and have 
life.  Our call is to bring this peace and joy to others, ‘so I send you’.  Who can you reach 

out to today?             Jane Mellett                                  

                                                   My Lord and my God   

                                                                                                                                                                _________________________ 

Divine Mercy Devotions  
will be celebrated on  

Sunday 11th April at 3.00 pm  
in St Brigid’s Church, Carnhill. 

___________________ 

                            

 Readings for Sunday 18th April 2021, Third Sunday of Easter 

1st Reading:  Acts 3:13-15 

Peter blames his Jewish listeners for the death of Jesus, then calls them to repentance 

Psalm: from Psalm 4 -  

Response: Lord, let your face shine on us 

2nd Reading: 1 John 2:1-5:  

Even Christians are prone to sin. But if we sin, forgiveness is available to us 

Gospel Luke 24:35-48  
The risen Jesus appears to his apostles, for he is real and not a ghost  

 

__________________________________________________________ 
 
 

Right to Life UK ask that you could remember their intentions in your prayers during the 

month of April.  Sunday 11th April: “As we celebrate the Feast of the Divine Mercy we                 

remember the words of St Faustina: “that in difficult moments we might not despair… but 
with great confidence submit ourselves to [God’s] holy will, which is love and mercy                    

itself”. We pray these words especially for all women considering abortion, that the love, 
hope and mercy of Christ would be with them in their difficulty, and that they would find 

care and support in their family and friends so that they can keep their unborn child. Lord 
hear us”  



 


