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  The Servant of All 
 

The story of the apostles James and John continues with the 

theme of discipleship in this section of Mark. To appreciate 

what unfolds here it is important to remember that in the 
two chapters before this Jesus has consistently challenged 

his disciples with the core values of the kingdom.            
 

They are to become like children, like servants; they are to 
give up all attachments; they are to be willing to take up 

their cross and follow and all this in the context of three       
predictions of the passion. So it is with that backdrop that 

James and John come looking for special status in Jesus'                
future glory. The extent of their complete incomprehension is baffling but Jesus shows 

great patience with them and points out that they will indeed share his future but the glory 
they seek is not his to give. It would be heartening to think that the other ten were                    

annoyed with James and John for the folly of their question but it might be more realistic 
to believe their concern was that they might have been upstaged by the other two. So 

when Jesus gathers them around him it is to tell them once again that in the kingdom of 
God the exercise of power bears no resemblance to what takes place in the world around 

them. True greatness lies in service and their model for this is Jesus himself. 
 

It is a remarkable fact that in Mark, the first of the gospels, one of the consistent themes 
is that of the incomprehension of the disciples. Again and again they fail to understand 

what Jesus is talking about  and they are also portrayed as being afraid to ask him. They 
are presented as somewhat self seeking and dull and at times even Jesus becomes                         

exasperated with them (8:14-21). In choosing to present them this way, perhaps Mark 

was trying to tell us something: take time to recognise yourselves in this portrait of the 
disciples. The good news is indeed good but it challenges the values that we take for 

granted and are very much part and parcel of the world we live in. So when we choose the 
way of the gospel we should not be surprised that it involves a steep learning curve and 

we may well turn out to be slow learners!       Sean Goan 
 

Lord, teach me to be generous.  Teach me to love and serve as you deserve;                        
to give and not to count the cost; to fight and not to heed the wounds;                                

to toil and not to seek for rest; to labour and to look for no reward,                                   
save that of knowing that I do your holy will, Amen.  (St Ignatius of Loyola) 

___________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

Three Patrons Parish are having an Enrolment Mass for each Primary 4 class in the parish to 

begin their preparation for their First Confession and First Holy Communion.                                 

Parents and guardians are invited to tune in via the webcam for these Masses. 
 

St Patrick’s PS in St Patrick’s Church, Pennyburn (churchservices.tv/pennyburn) 

Monday 18th October 2021, 10 am Mass - Mrs Wood’s Class 

Tuesday 19th October 2021, 10 am Mass - McCusker’s Class 

Wednesday 20th October 2021, 10 am Mass - Mrs MacFarland’s Class 

Thursday 21st October 2021, 10 am Mass - Mrs McLaughlin’s Class 
 

St Therese’s PS in St Joseph’s Church, Galliagh (churchservices.tv/Galliagh) 

Thursday 21st October 2021, 11 am Mass - Miss Doherty’s Class 

Friday 22nd October 2021, 11 am – Mr Burton’s Class 



We welcome people back to the public celebration of the Eucharist in the 
three churches of our parish. For those who prefer to do so, we invite you to 

join us via webcam in Three Patrons’ Parish by watching our live                   

streaming which can be viewed online at churchservices.tv/pennyburn, 
churchservices.tv/carnhill, churchservices.tv/galliagh or the parish website 

at www.threepatrons.org/webcam.       

ST PATRICK’S CHURCH, PENNYBURN  
 

Sunday 6.00 pm: (Sat) Vigil; 10.00 am & 12.00 noon: Mass  
 

Monday - Friday 7.30 am: Mass 10.00 am: Mass followed by the Rosary 
 

Saturday  10.00 am: Mass followed by Rosary 
 
 

ST BRIGID’S CHURCH, CARNHILL  
 

Sunday 6.00 pm: (Sat) Vigil; 10.30 am & 12.30 pm: Mass  
 

Monday - Friday 9.00 am: Mass followed by Rosary 
 

 

ST JOSEPH’S CHURCH, GALLIAGH  
 

Sunday 7.00 pm: (Sat) Vigil; 9.00 am & 11.00 am: Mass 
 

Monday - Friday 10.30 am: Rosary; 11.00 am: Mass   
 
 
t 

Face Coverings: We ask and encourage all adults and children aged 14 years  

and over to please wear a face covering at all services of worship  
(unless they are exempt from wearing mandatory face coverings).    

 

Medical advice is that wearing face coverings is first and foremost about  

protecting others. Please continue to observe social distancing, to use the  

hand sanitiser on entering and leaving our churches.   
 

 

 

 

_____________________________________________ 

 

It is very important at this time that we pray asking God for protection. Perhaps                         
individuals or families could commit to praying the Rosary each day for relief of this crisis. 
 

A Prayer in the Time of the Coronavirus by Fr Brian Grogan S.J. 
Dear God, in 1879 the Apparition at Knock gave hope and courage  

to the people of Ireland in difficult times.  We ask that Our Lady  

may now protect your beloved people from the coronavirus.   
May its victims be strengthened by the spiritual support of the  

Christian community and restored soon to full health. 

We also pray for the medical personnel who deal with the virus. 
This we ask in confidence through Christ Our Lord. Amen. 
 

Our Lady of Knock, pray for us.  St Joseph, pray for us.  

St John the Evangelist, pray for us.  

 

_________________________________________________________ 
 

 

Forty Hours Adoration Annual Solemn Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament begins in                  

St Brigid’s Church, Carnhill on Sunday 24th October after 12.30 pm Mass.   

 
________________________________________________ 

 

An Afternoon of Exploration - Understanding your Vocation                   
St Eugene's Cathedral is offering an afternoon of discussion and                      

reflection on discerning vocation in our lives, this Sunday, 17th                    
October, at 3.00 pm: whether it's your vocation to Diocesan            

Priesthood, Marriage, Single Life, Consecrated Life or Religious Life, we 
will discuss ways in which we can learn to discern and recognise the 

voice of God calling us to be prophets of the Gospel.  The venue is the 
Cathedral Hall, Windsor Terrace. For further information please contact 

St Eugene's Cathedral: 71262894 or steugenes@btconnect.co.uk. 

mailto:steugenes@btconnect.co.uk


AN ACT OF SPIRITUAL COMMUNION  

“My Jesus, I believe that you desire to make your home within me and 
that you are present in the Most Holy Sacrament of the altar.                            

I love you above all things, and I desire to receive you in my soul. 
Since I cannot at this moment receive you sacramentally, come                      

spiritually into my heart. I embrace your love as if you were already 
there, and I unite myself wholly to you. Never permit me to be                         

separated from you. Amen."    
 

                _________________________________________________________________________ 

Requiescat in Pace We extend our sympathy to the family and friends of                     

Ciara Devine, Ballynasilloe Avenue 
 

Anniversaries & Birthday Memorials Oran Manus McBrearty, Lily Sweeney,                            
Clodagh Canavan, Bernadette Edghill, Marjorie Burke, Kathleen Higgins, Neil McLaughlin, 

Michael Kitson, James Conaghan, Kellie O’Reilly, Stephen Connelly, Anna Meenan,                    
Kathleen Glynn, Susan McCauley, George Simpson, Billy Crawford, Sarah Hanson,                   

Jimmy Harkin, Molly Harkin, Marie Doyle   
 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

 

 

 

Anniversary Masses and Prayers If you wish to have an anniversary Mass offered                                

or a Mass or prayers offered for any intention, please email the parish offices at   
stpatricks@threepatrons.org or stbrigids@threepatrons.org or phone the parochial             

houses at St. Patrick’s (028 71262360) or St. Brigid’s (028 71351261).   

 

 

____________________________________________________________ 
 

Supporting Your Parish Thank you for your ongoing generosity to the offertory               

collection through envelope, standing order, online payments and the ‘donate’ button on 
our parish website. Your support is greatly appreciated. Boxes are available in our three 

churches to return your parish envelopes. If you require information about any of the 
above methods of supporting Three Patrons Parish, please contact the parish office - 

stpatricks@threepatrons.org or 028 71262360. The bank account details for the parish  

are sort code: 90 49 74; account number: 51442271.    
 

 
_______________________________________________________ 

 

 Readings for Sunday 24th October 2021, Thirtieth Sunday in Ordinary Time  

           1st Reading: 1st Reading: Jeremiah (31:7-9) 

The remnant of Israel will return from exile to their own land                                    
Psalm: Psalm 126 1-2, 2-3, 4-5, 6  

    Response: The Lord has done great things for us; we are filled with joy
           2nd Reading: Reading: Hebrews (5:1-6) 

   Like Melchizedek, Jesus is a priest forever, our mediator with God 

         Gospel: Gospel: Mark (10:46-52) 

      Jesus hears the prayer of a blind man and gives him back his sight 
                       

      Saints of the Coming Week 

                                  Monday: St Luke, evangelist 

   Tuesday: St Ss John Brébeuf, Isaac Jogues, priests, and Companions,                       

          St Paul of the Cross, priest  

                  Friday: St John Paul II, pope  

             Saturday: St John of Capistrano, priest  
            

_____________________________________________________________ 

 

A Marriage Enrichment Programme takes place from  5th – 7th November, hosted by 

Catholic Marriage Encounter. Restore communication, renew commitment and rekindle                 
romance.  This is an online experience (using Zoom), starting on Friday evening at                         

8 pm and ending on Sunday afternoon at 2:30 pm. Full details on: https://

www.marriageencounter.ie 

https://www.marriageencounter.ie/
https://www.marriageencounter.ie/


Pray for vocations to the priesthood and  

consecrated life, especially for our Diocese.  
Are you being chosen by Christ to pour out your life’s work for souls 

with Him as a priest or in the consecrated life? Speak to your local 
priest, call your Diocesan Vocations Director (visit derryvoca-

tions.org) or email the National Vocations Office: info@vocations.ie. 
 

A Prayer for Vocations based on the words of Pope Francis  
 

LORD of the Harvest,  

BLESS young people with the gift of courage to respond to your call. 
Open their hearts to great ideals to great things.  

INSPIRE all of your disciples to mutual love and giving - for vocations 

blossom in the good soil of faithful people.  
INSTILL those in religious life, parish ministries and families with the 

confidence and grace to invite others to embrace the bold and noble 
path of life consecrated to you.  

UNITE us to Jesus through prayer and sacrament, so that we may                     
co-operate with you in building your reign of mercy and truth, of                  

justice and peace. Amen.  
 

Adapted from Pope Francis’ Message on the 51st World Day of Prayer for Vocations   _ 

 
____________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

Pray for the Sick Live 

Online  Join Fr Sean 
O'Donnell, Waterside 

Parish as he leads 
prayers for the sick every 

Sunday at 8:30pm, live 
on SW Prayer channel : 

h t t p s : / /
www.shalomworld.org/

swprayer. Prayers will be 

followed by Eucharistic 
Adoration.                

Pray for Families Live 

Online Join Fr Pat O’Hagan, Moville Parish as he leads prayers for families every Monday 
at 8.30 pm, live on SW Prayer channel: https://

www.shalomworld.org/swprayer. Prayers will be 
followed by Eucharistic Adoration.  
 

Worried?  Stressed?  Feeling helpless?  No 

matter what you are going through, be assured 
that the Shalom Intercessory team is here to pray 

for you around the clock.  Your intentions will be 

remembered during Holy Mass, Eucharistic                   
Adoration, Rosary and Divine Mercy live                       

broadcasts. Submit your prayer requests to 
swprayer.org. 

 
Can you Foster?  Could you give a home to a 

vulnerable child when they need it most?  
Barnardo’s Fostering NI is looking for foster                 

carers.  Foster placements can be long-term, short
-term, emergency, short breaks and parent and 

child together.  To learn more, please tel 028 
90652288 or visit https://www.barnardos.org.uk/

foster. 
 

 



Parish Offices If you require any of the following: to book a baptism, to book a wedding, 

to request a baptism certificate or marriage certificate, to have marriage paperwork        

completed or to have a passport form or driving licence form signed, you are asked to                 

contact the parish office during the following office hours:  

Office opening times:  

St Joseph’s, Galliagh & St Brigid’s, Carnhill 9.00 am - 1.00 pm Monday - Thursday 

St Patrick’s, Pennyburn 9.15 am - 4.00 pm Tuesday - Friday 

Marriages Three months’ notice must be given to the parish before the date of marriage.  
 

Baptisms Please contact the Parish office by telephone.  At least one Godparent must be 

Catholic.  
 

Safeguarding If you have any concerns with regard to safeguarding children or adults in 

need of protection within the Church please contact Maire Gormley, Diocesan Liaison                  
Person, email: marie.gormley@derrydiocese.org, telephone: 07596 500 793 or PSNI 

(Police Service of Northern Ireland) 101 or Social Services: Gateway Services, Western 
HSC Trust, 71314090 and ask for the Duty Social Worker.  

 

Thank You We extend our thanks to those who volunteer as stewards in 

our three churches.  Thanks also to those who clean our churches                
everyday and ensure they are safe spaces for all.   

 

Derry Diocesan Pilgrimage to Lourdes 2022  Although mindful of all the uncertainties 

we face at this time, the Pilgrimage Director and staff have begun planning for a return to 
Lourdes in early summer 2022.  While it is still too early to provide details, it is intended 

that the date and duration will be as in recent years and hopefully these will be confirmed 
and announced by the end of 2021.  We ask for the prayers of the people of the diocese so 

that, by the grace of God and intercession of Our Lady of Lourdes, we may return to 
Lourdes once more. 
 

Derry Diocesan Trust - Job Opportunity St Mary’s Parish, Creggan, Derry - Part Time 
Financial and Administrative Secretary 10 hours per week with the possibility of extension 

to 15 hours per week (days / time to be agreed). For application packs please                      
contact:  Bishop’s House, St Eugene’s Cathedral, Francis St, Derry, BT48 9AP, telephone 

028 7126 2302 or email:  payroll@derrydiocese.org. Completed applications must be                   
returned to Personnel, Bishop’s House, St Eugene’s Cathedral, Francis St, Derry, BT48 9AP 

or via email to payroll@derrydiocese.org no later than 5.00 pm on 18th October 2021. 
 

Derry Diocesan Trust - Job Opportunity Faith Formation Coordinator in Banagher & 
Claudy Parishes - 3-year Fixed Term Contract (possibility of extension) For application 

packs please contact:  Bishop’s House, St Eugene’s Cathedral, Francis Street, Derry, BT48 
9AP, telephone 028 7126 2302 or email:  payroll@derrydiocese.org.  Completed                          

applications must be returned to Personnel, Bishop’s House, St Eugene’s Cathedral, Francis 
Street, Derry, BT48 9AP or via email to payroll@derrydiocese.org no later than 5.00pm on 

22nd October 2021. 
Derry Diocesan Trust is an Equal Opportunities Employer.  We welcome applications from 

all men and women and from members of all communities. 
 

‘Pause and Ponder’ is a series of reflections inspired by the Pilgrim Path at Lough Derg 
with Fr La Flynn, Prior, which can be viewed at https://www.loughderg.org/the-pilgrim-

path-at-lough-derg/  
 

Accord Derry Marriage Preparation Workshops will take place on the following dates:    
November 23rd/24th 2021 

January 25th/26th 2022 
February 8th/9th 2022 

February 22nd/23rd 2022  
March 8th/9th 2022  

March 22nd/ 23rd 2022  
April 5th/6th 2022.   

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

All of the above courses are Virtual                       

Interactive Courses.  They are held on                      
Tuesdays and Wednesdays from 7 pm - 

9 pm. Booking online www.accordni.com 

mailto:marie.gormley@derrydiocese.org
mailto:payroll@derrydiocese.org
mailto:payroll@derrydiocese.org
mailto:payroll@derrydiocese.org
mailto:payroll@derrydiocese.org
http://www.accordni.com


Mission Month of October Today marks the third 

Sunday of Mission Month of October. “We cannot 
but speak about what we have seen and 

heard,” taken from the Acts of the Apostles, is the 
theme chosen by Pope Francis for World Mission Day 

2021 which will be observed on October 24th. The 
message is twofold.  It is a message of hope: Jesus 

Christ is risen and we cannot keep his love,                          
compassion and mercy to ourselves.  It also                        

challenges us to stand up and speak out on behalf of 
those whose voices are too small to be heard.  For 

them, we cannot remain silent. In his message, 
Pope Francis underlines that amid this pandemic 

there is the need for a ’mission of compassion’.  
 

What Does The Pope’s Universal Solidarity Fund Support? The needs of young                       
dioceses vary, anything from a motorbike so a priest can celebrate Mass in a remote                    

village to a community hall so local people can gather in safety. Or more urgently,                         
vaccinations and medicines so that parish dispensaries can protect vulnerable children. In 

essence it 
 

 provides basic infrastructure by helping communities to build schools, clinics, parish 
halls and churches 

 prepares the future leaders and carers of the Church by supporting the training of     
sisters, priests, brothers and catechists  

 supports missionary programmes to care for children’s spiritual and physical wellbeing 
by offering safe shelter, healthcare, education and hope for the future.  

 

 

October and World Mission Sunday are a 
time for the faithful of the world to show 

their appreciation towards the work of 
overseas missionaries. The generosity                

offered will be used to support missionary 
activities in over 1,100 struggling                     

dioceses; mostly in Africa, Asia, and Latin America. You can help right now. Please donate 
€4.00 by texting the word ‘Mission’ to 50300. Alternatively donate at www.missio.ie or call 

Missio Ireland on 003531 497 2035. To learn more go to www.missio.ie *  
 

October: Mission Month  A series of presentations on Mission Today - what mission 

means in today's society - will be available online, by Zoom, on the Tuesday and Thursday 
evenings of the month of October.  Each presentation is free and will consist of a short 

talk, discussion on the topic and a chance to ask questions.  
 

The next talk will be A Guided Meditation on the Woman of Samaria at the Well 
(John 4: 7-30) on Tuesday 19th October at 7 pm, presented by Seamus McDonald and 

Oliver Barrett.  Seamus is from the parish of Cappagh and has worked for several years in 
sacramental preparation in the parish for First Confession and First Holy Communion.  

Oliver is from the Parish of Leckpatrick and has been involved in the work of the Derry    
mission team for over 3 years.  Earlier this year he achieved Master of Theology from the 

International Dominican University after a successful thesis defence.  He is a minister of 
the Word in his parish. To take part, send an email with your details to:                                           

obarrett_mbox@outlook.com to receive link for Zoom call.   
 

We Cannot Remain Silent Every Thursday in the Mission Month of October, Noel Bradley, 
who worked as a missionary in Nigeria, will lead Mission presentations.  The next                          

presentation will be on Thursday 21st October at 7.30 pm. To take part, send an email to 
buncranafaith@gmail.com to receive link for Zoom call.   
 

For more information on the individual presentations, the speakers and to receive the 

Zoom links, visit derrydiocese.org/mission-month. 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 



AA Can’t Stop Drinking? Call Alcoholics Anonymous 90351222  

 

Gamblers Anonymous Is gambling affecting your life? Perhaps we can help.                              
Tel 71351329.  

 

C.A.L.M.S. (Community Action for Locally Managing Stress) Mental Health                     

Support Line is offering the following: providing support with anxiety, panic , insomnia, 
low mood, depression and stress; a listening ear; and relaxation / breathing techniques. 

The service is available via telephone or zoom free of charge.  Tel 079 0704 0568 or                 
028 71 268 698 Monday - Friday 10 am - 5 pm or leave a message out of hours. Visit 

www.calmsstresscentre.org. 
 

Foyle Foodbank, Springtown Industrial Estate, is open from 11 am - 3 pm Monday -                   

Friday to help those in food crisis.  No transport?  No problem. If you have no way of get-
ting to the Foodbank and would like to avail of our services, please do not hesitate to       

contact us - tel: 028 71263699 or foylefoodbank@gmail.com or send a private message 
on facebook. Donations can be dropped off at the Foodbank from 9 am - 4 pm Monday - 

Friday. Many myths exist surrounding foodbanks and often they prevent people from 
seeking the help they need.  Anyone can find themselves in need of emergency food, 

there is no specific ‘type’ of person who goes to a foodbank.  We help people who work 
full-time, part-time, zero hour, contracts or multiple jobs.  Anyone who is in crisis can get 

a foodbank voucher and come to us.  Please contact 028 71263699.  We are more than 
happy to help.  

 

Childline How are you feeling?  Good, Okay, Excellent, Bad, Horrible, Stressed,                          

Depressed?  We’re working a little differently because of coronavirus.  You can still start a 
1-2-1 chat with us from 9 am - 10.30 pm.  Or you can call 0800 1111 for free from                      

9 am - 3.30 pm.  You can also send an email using a Childline account any time, and we’ll        

usually reply within a day.  

 

Northlands  If you are worried about your own or someone else’s drinking, drug use or 
gambling, please contact Northlands in confidence on (028) 71313232 during office hours.  

There is no charge for our services which are open and available to all.  Northlands is in 
the business of ‘turning unhappiness into hope’. Northlands is based at Shepherd’s Way, 

Dungiven Rd, Derry, BT47 5GW.  Email info@northlands.org.uk 
 

Children in Crossfire You can buy face masks and help us make a difference for                          
vulnerable children.  Visit: https://www.childrenincrossfire.org/facemasks/ 
 

Aid for the Children of Yemen  Fr Neal Carlin’s new book, The Eagle, The Tiger and 

Covid, is now on sale at €10 / £10 and can be purchased by contacting                                    
goldenagecentre@hotmail.com.  All proceeds are being sent via a direct contact to aid the 

children of Yemen. 
 

IOSAS Centre & Celtic Prayer Garden Planning your week ahead? Why not include a 
visit to our Peace Garden and café? Come and enjoy its beauty. The Sanctuary café is 

open from 11 am - 4 pm Monday - Thursday, 11 am - 3 pm Friday and 10 am - 2.30 pm                             
Saturday and Sunday. All welcome.  

 

Precious Life will be holding a 'Pro-Life Chain' at Belfast City Hall on Saturday 23rd                      

October at 2pm to commemorate the second anniversary of abortion legislation in                    
Northern Ireland. For more information please contact Precious Life on 028 9027 

8484 or email info@preciouslife.com.  
 

Adoption and Foster Care The Western Health & Social Care Trust Adoption Team is 
holding an Information Session on Monday, 25 October at 3.30 pm, delivered via 

Zoom.  If you wish to participate, please email your request with your name and                       
telephone number to anita.birney@westerntrust.hscni.net and confirm the email                    

address linked to your Zoom account. 
 

A Celtic Journey with Our Lady - Harp, Voice and Strings Vox Hiberniae's latest                 
offering, a 30 minute reflection on the life of Our Lady in word and song this time from 

Roebuck Carmel in Dublin can be viewed at https://www.youtube.com/watch?

v=KR0esUMcDAo 

mailto:info@preciouslife.com
mailto:anita.birney@westerntrust.hscni.net


COP26 - Healthy Planet / Healthy 

People Petition  Advocate on behalf of 
the most vulnerable, whose lives are   

d e v a s t a t e d  b y  t h e  c l i m a t e                                 
emergency. JOIN WITH POPE FRANCIS IN 

APPEALING FOR URGENT ACTION ON 
CLIMATE CHANGE. PLEASE SIGN THE PETITION ONLINE BEFORE 28TH                                       

OCTOBER. thecatholicpetition.org 
 

Lifeline If you are in distress or despair call Lifeline free on 0808 808 8000 and speak with 

a crisis counsellor. Lifeline is available 24/7 and is free to call from all landlines and                      

mobiles. You are not alone  
 

Accord Couples and Relationship Support Line & Online Counselling If you need to 
speak to an experienced couples/relationships counsellor during this time of                                     

unprecedented stress and pressure on family life contact 003531 5313331, 028 956800151 
or 003531 9059555.  Lines open 9am - 8pm Monday - Friday.  All calls charged at local 

rate. Accord is now offering an online counselling service. Online counselling appointments 
can be accommodated every day from 9.30 am - 9.30 pm.  Those interested in availing of 

the service should access accord.ie or make contact with Accord CLG’s                                
administration team on onlinecounselling@accord.ie.  For more see www.accord.ie. 
 

Dromantine Retreat Centre The workshop, ‘Broken Open’ – How difficult times can 

help us grow - will be offered by Fr Hugh Lagan SMA from  Friday 19th November, 5pm – 
Sunday 21st November, 2pm.  Cost £200 / €230.  Enquiries and reservations: tel 028 (048 

from ROI) 30821964.  Email: admin@dromantineconference.com 
 

Children in Crossfire Camino de Santiago Friday 1st July - Friday 8th July 2022                         

Five days walking - 93 km.  Are you in?  Contact Shauna O’Neill - 
shauna.oneill@childrenincrossfire.org or tel 028 71269898 or PM on facebook.  Together 

we stand in solidarity with those for whom injustice, poverty, hunger and inequality are 
still a factor of daily life, both around the world and here at home. 
 

Disciples of Jesus - Filled With Joy 

10th-14th January 2022 10 am-12am  
 

The Diocesan Catechetical Centre will be                    
o f f e r i n g  a n o t h e r  p r e p a r a t i o n                         

programme in January 2022, to support par-
ents, schools and parishes as they                   

prepare the children in this very important 
stage of their faith journey.  
 

Preparation Programme 

Linking with Filled With Joy, pupil                      
workbook and Disciples of Jesus, parent         

booklet (available from the Diocesan                              
Catechetical Centre tel: 71264087) the                      

programme will   consist of: 
 

Four sessions, 10 am - 12 noon on the              

catecheticalcentre.org/webcam/. Each day 

the sessions will include catechesis on different 

aspects of the Sacrament of Confirmation, 

prayer, creative activities and music. 
 

A support pack for the four sessions which will 

be emailed to schools and available on the 

Catechetical Centre Website. 
 

Short Video reflections on the gift of the Holy 

Spirit and the impact Confirmation has made on different people. 

 
 

 

http://thecatholicpetition.org
mailto:admin@dromantineconference.com
https://catecheticalcentre.org/webcam/


“Calves and Kindles”: St Columba and the History of the 

Book St Columb’s College invites you to an inaugural event of a 
year of Columba celebrations which takes place on Friday 22nd 

October at 8.15 pm in St Eugene’s Cathedral Hall, Infirmary Rd, 
Derry.  Can it be true that St. Columba left Ireland over a book? 

Why was the act of copying St Finnian’s Psalter such an affront? 
What was a Psalter anyway, and how did it come to represent 

such a powerful instrument of cultural prestige and political                    
authority? 
 

This talk will situate the Cathach of St Columba within the                  
context of late classical and medieval ‘book culture’. It will argue 

that the book is the most significant technological innovation in Western culture and                  
assess how monastic culture in particular cultivated the book as a site of extraordinary       

literary, artistic and religious innovation. But it will also suggest that the book and its 
metaphors continue, even in a digital age, to shape profoundly our understanding of 

memory, history – and ourselves.  The event will be delivered by Dr Stephen Kelly,                    
English Subject Lead, Queen’s University.  To book your FREE ticket, please email                       

columba1500@stcolumbscollege.org. 
 

The Ladies ‘Blessed Is She’ Group resumes on Sunday 17th October at 8 pm in                      
Termonbacca Carmelite Retreat Centre.  There will be a 5 week programme on the           

Eucharist.  If you are interested in joining us, please get in touch by PM on facebook, 

email termonbaccaderry@gmail.com or tel: 71262512. 
 

Our Faith - Developing What We Were Taught In School: 

• Was RE just a subject in school?  Would you like to really understand it in practice? 
• Are you open to deepening your understanding of your Catholic Faith? 

• Do you want to better understand the Mass - the celebration of the Eucharist? 

• Would you like to explore, discuss and reflect upon issues and questions of faith, the 
Church, and how to link faith to your everyday life? 

The Pathways Adult Faith Programme by Drumalis Retreat Centre, Larne, addresses these 
questions and more. This two-year faith development programme, delivered one Saturday 

per month from October to June is available either in-house at Drumalis or by Zoom video
-conferencing.  For personal testimonies, full details and enrolment on the programme, 

visit: www.drumalis.co.uk/pathways 
 

The Bible and the 

Virgin Mary  Would 
you like to discover 

more about the 
B l e s s e d  V i r g i n 

Mary?  Fr Kevin                     
M c E l h e n n o n  i s                        

presenting a 12-week 
reflection and study on the role of Mary in our 

faith, the role she plays in our lives today, and on 
understanding the Church teachings on our Blessed 

Mother, and how they are connected to Scrip-
ture.  Choice of evenings or mornings, from 

Wednesday 20th October (evening) / Thursday 21 

October (morning).  Venue: Killyclogher Parish 
Ha l l .   Fu l l  de ta i l s  a t :  ht tps ://

www.derrydiocese.org/news/the-bible-and-
the-virgin-mary. Register your participation at 

info@cappaghparish.com or 028 8224 3375. 
 

 
 

http://www.drumalis.co.uk/pathways
https://www.derrydiocese.org/news/the-bible-and-the-virgin-mary
https://www.derrydiocese.org/news/the-bible-and-the-virgin-mary
https://www.derrydiocese.org/news/the-bible-and-the-virgin-mary
mailto:info@cappaghparish.com


Synodal Church The Church,        

locally, nationally and globally, is 

embarking upon a synodal process. 

The word synod speaks of walking 

together on the way. It is about 

the whole People of God helping 

each other to listen to what the 

Holy Spirit is saying to the Church. 

This will involve every level of 

church, from parish to the Pope. 

Pope Francis emphasises that this 

is not a matter of discussion as in a 

parliamentary debate. It is rather a 

prayerful time of community                      

discernment. The start of the                 

synodal process was marked in 

Rome by the Pope on 9th and 10th 

October. This project will run from 

this month until the national                     

synodal assembly in Ireland in five years’ time, with many individual steps along the 

way.  

A Diocesan Synodal Team is currently formulating parish participation guidance that will 

explain the purpose, the terminology and how to participate.  

For more on the Synodal Pathway see www.catholicbishops.ie/synod and on the                      

Universal Synod see www.synod.va.  

Prayer for the Synod  

We stand before You, Holy Spirit, as we gather together in Your 

name. With You alone to guide us, make Yourself at home in our 

hearts; Teach us the way we must go and how we are to pursue it. 

We are weak and sinful; do not let us promote disorder. Do not let 

ignorance lead us down the wrong path nor partiality influence our 

actions. Let us find in You our unity so that we may journey together 

to eternal life and not stray from the way of truth and what is right. 

All this we ask of You, who are at work in every place and time, in 

the communion of the Father and the Son, forever and ever. Amen. 

 





Pope John Paul I, ‘the smiling pope,’ is 
to be beatified after miracle approved by 
Pope Francis. 
 

Pope Francis has recognised a miracle 
obtained through the intercession of his 
predecessor Venerable John Paul I, who 
will now be declared ‘Blessed’, entering 
the final stage of the path towards       
Sainthood. 
 

John Paul I died unexpectedly on                     
September 28th 1978, after just 33 days 
in office. A priority of his short pontificate 
was carrying forward the work of the 
Second Vatican Council. 

All or Nothing - Sister Clare Retreat is taking place from 15th - 17th October at                   

Termonbacca Retreat Centre.   For booking or further information please contact                          
termonbaccaderry@gmail.com or 71262512. 
 

You are Loved - Post Abortion Healing Retreat ‘Neither do I condemn you’   (John 

8:1-11) takes place at Termonbacca Retreat Centre from 5th - 7th November.  Contact                        
termonbaccaderry@gmail.com or 71262512. 
 

IOSAS Centre and Celtic Prayer Garden  Next Saturday, 23rd October, we will be                        

holding our pumpkin and country craft fair at the IOSAS Centre from 10.30 am - 2.30 pm.  
All those in fancy dress get free admission.  A chance to pick up your pumpkin, take                 

photos and buy some Halloween gifts from the country market.  Best fancy dress                          
competition, guess the weight of the pumpkin, etc.  A great day out for the family.  All 

welcome. 
 

Foyle Hospice - Are you a Local Photographer, either amateur or professional?  
Would you like your image included in our annual hospice calendar?  We would love to          

include your donated image from County Derry, Donegal and Tyrone in this year’s                         

calendar which will be sold to raise much needed funds for Foyle Hospice. If you want to 
take part, please email lauraoneill@foylehospice.com with your details and a copy of the 

high resolution image that you would like to be included.  The selected photos will be                     
announced in November. 


