
 
 

Fr Micheál McGavigan PP   –   Fr Roni Zacharias CC –   Fr Stephen Ward CC    

Sunday 17th May 2026 – The Ascension of the Lord 
 

The Solemnity of the Ascension of the Lord commemorates the fortieth day after the Resurrection when Jesus ascended body and 
soul into Heaven and took His seat at the right hand of His Father. Traditionally, the location of the Ascension is believed to be less 
than a mile east of the Old City of Jerusalem, and that spot is marked by the Chapel of the Ascension, which is said to contain a 
miraculous imprint of the footprints of Christ before He ascended. Only Jesus and His Blessed Mother have entered into the glories 
of Heaven, body and soul. Jesus’ Ascension implies that He did so by His own authority and power. The Blessed Virgin Mary’s 
Assumption implies that she entered Heaven, body and soul, by God’s power, and not her own. 
 

 

REQUIESCANT IN PACE 
We offer our sympathies to the family and friends of:  
Patrick Gallagher, St John’s Park; David MacFarland, Burt; 
Nicholas Gallagher, Brookdale Park 
 
ANNIVERSARIES 
Madge McGreanery; Olivia Smith; John McIvor; 
Dermot Francis; The Gillen Family; Ann McCool; Jim Moran; 
Michaela Connors; Patrick Harrigan; George Doherty; 
Kathleen Donaghy; Sean & Gary Cullen; Bridie & Sunny Coyle; 
Charlotte Bonner; Peggy McLaughlin; Ella & Joe Norris; 
John ‘Sonny’ Deeney; Sammy & Peter Hyndman; 
Martin Mooney; John Derges; Mary Bryson; Harry Bryson; 
Joe Donnelly. 
 

READINGS FOR SUNDAY 24th MAY 
1st::  Acts 2:1-11. Psalm: 103:124. 29-31.34. R/v30 
2nd:  Corinthians 12:3-7, 12-13.  Gospel: John 20:19-23 
  
SIMPLE FAMILY PRAYER BOOK 
This Sunday begins psalter week 3. 
 

CARE FOR CREATION 
Members of the parish Care for Creation group will present an 
ecological meditation on a decade of the Rosary after evening 
Mass on Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday of this week.  We 
invite you to share in this anniversary commemoration of the 
late Pope Francis’s encyclical letter, Laudato Si, from which a 
quotation has appeared in the Parish Newsletter each week 
over the last year. The Care for Creation Environmental Group 
can be contacted through the Parish Office. 
 
 

 

LOST 
Gentleman’s bracelet (of significant sentimental value) lost in St 
Patrick’s Church on Sunday 3rd May. If found please return to 
the Parish Office, Pennyburn. Thank you. 
 
 

CHILDREN’S LITURGY 
Every Sunday in our three Churches: 9.45am Mass in 
St Patrick’s Church, Pennyburn; 10.30am Mass in St Brigid’s 
Church, Carnhill and 11am Mass in St Joseph’s Church, 
Galliagh. Children in P1-4 are invited to attend, where they will 
take part in an activity themed on Sunday’s Gospel. 
 

SAFEGUARDING CHILDREN INFORMATION MEETING 
Fr Micheál kindly invites all Sacristans, Assistant Sacristans, 
Altar Server Leaders, Secretaries, Eucharistic Ministers, 
Collectors, Readers, Children’s Liturgy Facilitators, Pope John 
Paul II Award Leaders & Parents (who are involved in 
programmes), Parish Council members, SVDP members, Choir 
Members, Cleaners, Ground Workers and all those interested 
in Safeguarding to a Safeguarding Children Information Meeting 
in the Pio Centre on Monday 18th May at 7pm.  
 

THE COLUMBAN YOUNG ADULTS 
For those aged 18 - 30 in the diocese, who are seeking a 
community of like-minded young adults who have Christ at the 
centre of their lives. Talk and meditation on Marian Devotion on 
Thursday 21 May, 7pm at our Lady of Lourdes Church, 
Steelstown, delivered by Fr Declan McGeehan. Followed by 
Solemn Benediction and finish with light refreshments. 
 

EVENING OF PRAYER, PRAISE & WORSHIP 
On Tuesday 19th May from 7-9pm in St Pio House. All welcome. 
 

LAST WEEK’S OFFERTORY COLLECTION 
St Patrick’s Church: £1,614 - St Brigid’s Church: £2,516 - St Joseph’s Church: £1,020 

2nd Collection (Maintenance & Pastoral Outreach): £1,020.   
Thank you for your continued generosity. 

BANK DETAILS FOR ONLINE DONATIONS: A/C Name: The Parish of the Three Patrons  
Sort Code: 95-06-79 A/C No: 60320021 

 



 

DERRY DIOCESAN PILGRIMAGE TO KNOCK  
Saturday 6 June.  Buses will leave St Eugene's Cathedral at 
8am: cost £50, includes dinner in Knock House Hotel.  Tel: 
Karen 7126 2894 or email at cathedral@derrydiocese.org.  
 

PRAYER FOR VOCATIONS 
On Ascension Sunday we celebrate World Communications 
Day. We pray for those who will be called as priests to 
preach the Gospel, to communicate the Good News of God's 
love as God reveals it to us in His Word and in the person of 
Jesus Christ.  
 

DIOCESE OF DERRY LOUGH DERG PILGRIMAGE 2026 
Friday 24 July to Sunday 26 July.  A bus will travel from St 
Eugene's Cathedral, via Strabane and Lifford.  Total cost: 
£95 / €110  derrydiocese/lough-derg to book and for details. 
 

DERRY DIOCESAN YOUTH PILGRIMAGE TO FATIMA  
For young people aged 16+, 5 nights, 3rd to 8th August.  An 
opportunity for young people to engage with their peers from 
around the world in a faith context. Cost is £820, budget plan 
to help. For more information or to book contact 
bethany.doherty@derrydiocese.org 00 44 2871264087   
 

DAY OF FRIENDSHIP AND PRAYER  
This Wednesday, 20 May at Lough Derg.  This annual event 
promotes Christian unity.  Archbishops Eamon Martin and 
John McDowell will join Fr La Flynn, Prior of Lough Derg, for 
a day of spirituality, friendship and reflection.10am - 3pm on 
Station Island.  Adm: €25 includes boat fare, refreshments 
and lunch www.loughderg.org / info@loughderg.org  or tel 
(0353) 71 9861518. 
 

ROSARY ON THE COAST 
Today, Sunday 17th May in Benone Beach at 3pm.  
All welcome. 

 

JOB OPPORTUNITIES: DERRY DIOCESAN TRUST 
Temporary Administrative & Financial Officer (15 Hours per 
week for 6 months) in Doneyloop (parish of Urney & Castlefin, Co. 
Donegal; Grounds & Maintenance Person, Parish of Coleraine, 
37½  hours per week; Caretaker, St Joseph's Hall, Omagh 20 hrs 
per week.  For application packs tel 71262302 or email 
recruitment@derrydiocese.org.  Derry Diocesan Trust is an Equal 
Opportunities Employer. 
 

LADIES WEEKEND RETREAT  
In Termonbacca, Friday 22nd - Sunday 24th May, Total cost of the 
weekend is £90. For booking and queries call Aoife on 
02871262512 or email termonbaccaderry@ocd.ie 
 

PILGRIMAGE TO LOURDES  
3rd – 8th July from Derry and full board £899.  For further details: 
Maria at 02881648357 or WhatsApp 07768 395038  
 

DERRY YOUTH MINISTRY FUNDRAISING CONCERT 
In St Anne's Parish Hall, Brisland Road, Eglinton Saturday 6th June 
at 7.30pm. Tickets £10, for tickets and more info please call 
02871264087 or email ddcc@derrydiocese.org 
 

SAFEGUARDING 
If you have any concerns about the Safeguarding of Children or 
vulnerable adults within the Church, please contact Marie O’Kane, 
the Diocesan Designated Liaison Person (DLP) on 07596500793 
or at dlp@derrydiocese.org  
 

PRIVACY NOTICE    
The Diocese of Derry complies with GDPR regulations, and a 
privacy notice is available on the Parish website or by contacting 
the Parish Office. Livestream and recordings of Mass and services 
in our Churches are available online. Please note that the front rows 
of seats are visible online. 

 
 

 
 

 

PARISH GROUPS & MEETINGS  
Monday  After 11am Mass  Holy Souls Prayer Group   Our Lady's Chapel, Galliagh  

1pm – 2.30pm   Legion of Mary   Meeting Room, St Joseph’s Church, Galliagh  
7pm – 8.30pm  Carnhill Folk Group  St Brigid’s Church, Carnhill 
7pm - 9pm  Woman's Craft Group  Kildare Room, Carnhill  

  

Tuesday After 11am Mass  Devotion to the Holy Face  Our Lady's Chapel, Galliagh  
11.30am - 2.30pm St. Pio's Café   St Pio Centre, Galliagh  
12.00pm – 1.00pm Reflection on Sunday Scriptures St Pio Centre, Galliagh 
7.30pm - 9.30pm  Living Disciples Prayer Group  St Pio Centre, Galliagh 

  

Thursday 11.30am - 2.30pm St. Pio's Café   St. Pio Centre, Galliagh 
  4.45pm – 5.30pm  St Brigid’s Youth Choir  St Brigid’s Church, Carnhill 

7pm - 8pm  Holy Hour for the Unborn  Our Lady's Chapel, Galliagh  
7.30pm - 8.30pm              Youth Prayer Group   St. Pio Centre, Galliagh  
8.15pm - 10pm  Be Still - Men's Prayer Group Our Lady's Chapel, Galliagh 
 

Friday  11.30am-12.30pm Divine Mercy Prayer Group Our Lady’s Chapel, Galliagh 
 

Saturday 11.30am – 12.30pm God Club   Kildare Room, Carnhill 
 
 

 

 

 

PARISH SCHEDULE 
 

ST PATRICK’S CHURCH, PENNYBURN  
Sunday Mass:    Vigil 6.15pm; 9.45am  
Weekday Mass:    Monday to Friday: 10.00am; Wednesday: 7pm 
Confessions:    Wednesday: 6.15pm – 6.45pm; Saturday: 5.15pm – 6.00pm  
Eucharistic Adoration:  Wednesday: 10.30am – 4pm in the Emmaus Room 
Baptisms:    Saturday: 4.30pm; Sunday: 1.30pm  
  

ST BRIGID’S CHURCH, CARNHILL  
Sunday Mass:    Vigil 5pm; 10.30am & 12.30pm  
Weekday Mass:   Monday to Friday: 9.30am; Thursday: 7pm; Saturday: 11.00am  
Confessions:    Thursday: 6.15 – 6.45pm; Saturday after 11.00am Mass and 4pm - 4.45pm  
Eucharistic Adoration:   Daily: 8.00am – 8.00pm in St Carlo Acutis Chapel  
Baptisms:    Saturday: 3.30pm   

 

ST JOSEPH’S CHURCH, GALLIAGH  
Sunday Mass: 11.00am; 12.30pm (An tAifreann Naofa); 6.30pm  
Weekday Mass:    Monday to Friday: 11.00am; Tuesday: 7pm 
Confessions:  Tuesday: 6.15pm – 6.45pm; Sunday: 5.30pm – 6.15pm  
Eucharistic Adoration:   Tuesday: 11.30am – 7.00pm in Our Lady’s Chapel  
Baptisms:    Saturday: 3.30pm   
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