
 
 

 

Fr Micheál McGavigan PP   –   Fr Roni Zacharias CC –   Fr Stephen Ward CC    

Sunday 12th July 2026 – Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time – Year A 
 

Drawing on an experience of visiting rural Tanzania, this week’s homily reflects on the Parable of the Sower. Unlike the farmers I 
met, who carefully guarded every seed because their survival depended on the harvest, the sower in the Gospel seems to scatter 
seed everywhere. Through this image, Jesus reveals the generosity of God, who continually pours out his blessings, grace and love, 
even when we do not always respond well. The parable also reminds us to trust in God’s plan. At a time when many were turning 
away from Jesus, he reassured his followers that the seed would eventually bear fruit. That message remains relevant today when 
faith and the Church can sometimes seem challenged or overlooked. Finally, the Gospel invites each of us to ask what kind of soil 
we provide for God’s word. Through prayer, the sacraments and acts of charity, we can create the conditions for faith to grow and 
bear abundant fruit in our lives and in our communities. 

 
 

 

WELCOME TO GOD’S FAMILY 
Oisín James Saunders; Caydé Owens. 
 
REQUIESCAT IN PACE 
Liam Harkin, Carnhill. 
 

ANNIVERSARIES 
William Breslin; John Rabbett; Mary Cregan; George McCarron; 
Jack Kerr; David Mullan; Josie Kelly; John Donaghey; 
Daniel Brennan; Ita Brennan; Eddie Symon; PJ Harkin; 
Ann McLaughlin; Elizabeth Mallon; James Mallon; 
Tony McCourt. 
 
CONGRATULATIONS 
We congratulate Shauna O’Neill & Fionn McCourt;  
Aoibh Logue & Lee Duddy; Kathryn O’Hagan & Tom Doherty, 
who celebrated the Sacrament of Matrimony recently. 
 
FAREWELL AND GOOD LUCK TO OUR SEMINARIAN 
Casey Burgess, who has been resident with us for the past 
month, returns to Rome on Friday.  
We thank him for his presence with us and assure him of our 
prayers as he continues in his priestly formation.  
 
READINGS FOR SUNDAY 19th JULY 
1st Reading: Wisdom 12:13, 16-19.   
Psalm: 85:5-6, 9-10, 15-16, R/v5.   
2nd Reading: Romans 8:26-27. 
Gospel: Matthew 13:24-43 

 

THREE PATRONS LIFE SUMMER CAMP 
Takes place this week at St Columb’s College, where 150 
children, volunteers and coaches will gather for a week of faith, 
fun and friendship. Please keep the camp in your prayers. 
 

PARISH 1-DAY MARIAN PILGRIMAGE 
We invite you to a one-day Marian pilgrimage across the Derry 
Diocese from Ardmore to Lavey on Tuesday 18th August 2026, 
in honour of the Feast of the Assumption.  
 

We will visit five churches dedicated to Our Lady, praying a 
decade of the Rosary at each.  Bus leaving St Patricks Church 
at 9am; St Brigid’s Church at 9.10am and St Joseph’s Church 
at 9.20am. 

  

• 1st:  Church: St Mary’s, Ardmore, Mass at 10am.  

• Tea / coffee / scones at Rosmars Coffee Bistro, Dungiven. 

• 2nd Church: St Mary’s, Altinure, visit & decade of the Rosary.  

• 3rd Church: Immaculate Conception, Gortnahey, visit & 
decade of the Rosary.  

• 4th. Church: St Mary’s Church, Maghera, visit & decade of 
the Rosary 

• Two course Meal at Walsh’s Restaurant, Maghera.  

• 5th Church: St Mary’s, Lavey, visit & decade of the Rosary. 

• Estimated arrival home, 5.30-6pm. 

Cost £40. To book a place or for further details, call into our 
parish office or telephone: 028 71262360. 
 

SIMPLE FAMILY PRAYER BOOK 
This Sunday begins psalter week 3. 

LAST WEEK’S OFFERTORY COLLECTION 
St Patrick’s Church: £1,159 - St Brigid’s Church: £2,170 - St Joseph’s Church: £1,041 

2nd Collection (Maintenance & Pastoral Outreach): £1,132 – Peter’s Pence: £1,080 
Thank you for your continued generosity. 

BANK DETAILS FOR ONLINE DONATIONS: A/C Name: The Parish of the Three Patrons  
Sort Code: 95-06-79 A/C No: 60320021 

 



 

JOB OPPORTUNITY 
Sacristan: Derry Diocesan Trust - Three Patrons Parish, 
St Brigid's, Carnhill.  Part-time: 12 Hours per week.  Rate of 
Pay: £12.88 per hour.  For full details and application pack 
please email: recruitment@derrydiocese.org or telephone 
028 71262302.  Completed applications must be returned to 
Personnel, Bishop’s House, St Eugene’s Cathedral, Francis 
Street, Derry, BT48 9AP or via email no later than 12noon 
on Monday 20 July 2026.   
Derry Diocesan Trust is an Equal Opportunities Employer. 
We welcome applications from all men and women and from 
members of all communities. 
 

DERRY YOUTH MINISTRY  
Invite young people aged 16+ to join them for the Fr Mike 
Schmitz Parables Tour on 20th July in the National Stadium 
Dublin.  Fr Mike is an American priest and digital evangelist, 
who will present the message of the Gospel in a novel, 
energetic and engaging style that speaks into young 
people's lives today.  £45 for ticket and bus from Derry at 
12noon, with pick-ups in Strabane and Omagh. For further 
information, or to secure a place, call Bethany on 
02871264087 / bethany.doherty@derrydiocese.org  
 

YOUTH 2000 SUMMER FESTIVAL 
Calling all young people aged 16–35! Join us at the Youth 
2000 Summer Festival in Newbridge College, Co. Kildare, 
13th–16th August.  This is a donation-only event, with free 
buses available across the country and all meals included. 
Expect inspiring talks and workshops, Mass, music, prayer, 
and plenty of opportunities to chill out and meet other young 
Catholics. Whether you are new to the faith or looking to be 
refreshed, all are welcome.  To register or find out more, 
visit youth2000.ie or follow @Youth2000Ireland  
 

ACCORD DERRY  
Marriage Preparation Workshops: - September 25th/26th & 

November 20th/21st.  These courses can be booked online at  
www.accordni.com  Please note there will be no courses 
during October or December 2026. 
 

 

VOCATIONS 
We pray for the men called to serve the Church as priests of our 
diocese, that their hearts will be the fertile soil Jesus needs to 
receive the seed which is His Word, and that they will spread His 
Word, His Good News, by their preaching and by the example of 
their lives.  
 

ANNUAL PIONEER PILGRIMAGE MASS AT KNOCK SHRINE 
Will be celebrated in the Basilica at 3pm next Sunday 19 July. 
Pioneers extend a welcome to families and relatives of people who 
are undergoing treatment for addiction at this time. Pioneer 
emblems and certificates will be available in St John’s Rest and 
Care Centre from 1pm.  People who are in recovery / aftercare and 
who live by the 12 Step Programme are particularly welcome to 
Knock during this Golden Jubilee Year of the Basilica of Our Lady 
Queen of Ireland. Further information from Fr Robert: 
prayer@pioneers.ie  
 

DIOCESE OF DERRY LOUGH DERG PILGRIMAGE 2026 
If you've often heard about Lough Derg but have never been, why 
not make this the year? The Diocese of Derry Three-Day Pilgrimage 
takes place from Friday 24 to Sunday 26 July 2026. Step away from 
the pace of daily life and discover three days of prayer, peace, 
reflection and renewal. Cost: £95 / €110, including bus transport. 
Booking form and full details are available at 
derrydiocese.org/lough-derg. 
 

SEAN DAVIS  
4 Day Outdoor Summer Fun Soccer Academy takes place at 
Templemore Sports Complex on Tuesday 4th to Friday 7th August 
2026 Boys and girls aged 5 to 18 years are welcome.   Times: 10am 
to 3pm.  For further details    Tel. Sean Davis Licence Coach on 
07787791880.  
 

SAFEGUARDING 
If you have any concerns about the Safeguarding of Children or 
vulnerable adults within the Church, please contact Marie O’Kane, 
the Diocesan Designated Liaison Person (DLP) on 07596500793 
or at dlp@derrydiocese.org  

 

 
 

PRIVACY NOTICE    
Is available on the parish website: threepatrons.org 

 
 

 
 

 
 

PARISH GROUPS & MEETINGS (SUMMER) 
 

Monday  After 11am Mass  Holy Souls Prayer Group   Our Lady's Chapel, Galliagh  
1pm – 2.30pm   Legion of Mary   Meeting Room, St Joseph’s Church, Galliagh  
7pm - 9pm  Woman's Craft Group  Kildare Room, Carnhill  

 

Tuesday After 11am Mass  Devotion to the Holy Face  Our Lady's Chapel, Galliagh  
11.30am - 2.30pm St. Pio's Café   St Pio Centre, Galliagh  
7.30pm - 9.30pm  Living Disciples Prayer Group  St Pio Centre, Galliagh 

 

Thursday 11.30am - 2.30pm St. Pio's Café   St. Pio Centre, Galliagh 
  6pm – 7pm  Divine Will Prayer Group  Kildare Room, Carnhill 

7.30pm - 8.30pm               Youth Prayer Group   St. Pio Centre, Galliagh  
 

Friday  11.30am-12.30pm Divine Mercy Prayer Group Our Lady’s Chapel, Galliagh 
 
 

 

 

 

PARISH SCHEDULE - SUMMER 
 

ST PATRICK’S CHURCH, PENNYBURN  
Sunday Mass:    Vigil 6.15pm; 9.45am  
Weekday Mass:    Monday to Friday: 10am 
Confessions:    Saturday: 5.15pm – 6pm  
Baptisms:    Saturday: 4.30pm; Sunday: 1.30pm  
  

ST BRIGID’S CHURCH, CARNHILL  
Sunday Mass:    Vigil 5pm; 10.30am & 12.30pm  
Weekday Mass:   Monday to Friday: 9.30am; Saturday: 11am  
Confessions:    Saturday after 11.00am Mass and 4pm - 4.45pm  
Eucharistic Adoration:   Daily: 8.00am – 8.00pm in St Carlo Acutis Chapel  
Baptisms:    Saturday: 3.30pm   

 

ST JOSEPH’S CHURCH, GALLIAGH  
Sunday Mass: 11.00am; 12.30pm (An tAifreann Naofa); 6.30pm  
Weekday Mass:    Monday to Friday: 11am; Tuesday: 7pm 
Confessions:  Sunday: 5.30pm – 6.15pm  
Eucharistic Adoration:   Tuesday: 11.30am – 1pm in Our Lady’s Chapel  
Baptisms:    Saturday: 3.30pm   
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