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Sunday 26t July 2026 — Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time - Year A

In this weekend’'s Gospel, Jesus compares the Kingdom of Heaven to a hidden treasure and a pearl of great price. In both stories,
people discover something so valuable that they are willing to give up everything else to possess it. One finds the treasure
unexpectedly; the other spends years searching before making his discovery. These stories remind us that faith often comes to us in
different ways. Some encounter God unexpectedly through an event, a person, or a moment of grace. Others spend years searching
for meaning, purpose, and hope before finding it in Christ. Jesus invites us to recognise that the greatest treasure of all is his love for
us, shown in his life, death and resurrection, and offered to us continually in the Eucharist. Having found that treasure ourselves, we
are called to share it with others through simple acts of kindness, patience and generosity as we journey through the week ahead.

WELCOME TO GOD’S FAMILY

Ria Lily Dunlop; Kyra Mellon; Maisie Rae McArdle;
Albie Robert McGilloway; Lyla Doherty Harkin;
Rian Gerard Simon McLaughlin.

REQUIESCANT IN PACE

We offer our sympathies to the family and friends of: Kate
Dooher, Aberfoyle Crescent; Mary Mullan, Ballyarnett Road;
Mary Coyle, Carnhill; Lucy Harvey, Thorndale.

ANNIVERSARIES
Anne Ferguson; Gerry Gallagher; Kitty Mellon; Robert &
Edward Smyth; Rose Donegan; Mary & Joseph Mcintyre;

Jimmy Mcintyre; Liam McGilloway; Tony McCourt;
George Devine.
CONGRATULATIONS

We congratulate Aoife Hegarty & Conall Lee and Aishling
Quigley & Seamus Mahon who celebrated the Sacrament of
Matrimony recently.

READINGS FOR SUNDAY 24 AUGUST
18t Reading: Isaiah 55: 1-3. Psalm: 144: 8-9, 15-18, R/v 16.
2" Reading: Romans 8:35, 37-39. Gospel: Matthew 14: 13-21.

SIMPLE FAMILY PRAYER BOOK
This Sunday begins psalter week 1.

VOCATIONS

For the men called to priesthood, that they will have the wisdom
of Solomon (First Reading) as they guide God's people to
find and value the treasure which is belonging to the Kingdom of
God (Gospel) and building it up as a Kingdom of Justice,
Love, and Peace.

NEW BISHOP OF DERRY APPOINTED

We warmly congratulate Bishop Michael Router on his
appointment as Bishop of Derry and assure him of our prayers
as he begins his ministry among us. We also thank Bishop
Donal McKeown for his faithful service to the diocese and pray
that God will bless him with good health, peace, and happiness
in his retirement. As a parish family, we keep both bishops in our
prayers and look forward with hope to this new chapter in the
life of our diocese.

PARISH 1-DAY MARIAN PILGRIMAGE

We invite you to a one-day Marian pilgrimage across the Derry
Diocese from Ardmore to Lavey on Tuesday 18" August 2026,
in honour of the Feast of the Assumption.

We will visit five churches dedicated to Our Lady, praying a
decade of the Rosary at each.

Bus leaving St Patricks Church at 9am; St Brigid’s Church
at 9.10am and St Joseph’s Church at 9.20am

e 15t Church: St Mary’s, Ardmore, Mass at 10am.

e 2" Church: St Mary’s, Altinure, visit & decade of the Rosary.

Tea / coffee / scones at Rosmars Coffee Bistro, Dungiven.
e 3 Church: Immaculate Conception, Gortnahey, visit &
decade of the Rosary.

e 4™ Church: St Mary’s Church, Maghera, visit & decade of the
Rosary
Two course Meal at Walsh’s Restaurant, Maghera.

e 5N Church: St Mary’s, Lavey, visit & decade of the Rosary.
Estimated arrival home, 5.30-6pm.

Cost £40. To book a place or for further details, call into our
parish office or telephone: 028 71262360.

LAST WEEK’S OFFERTORY COLLECTION
St Patrick’s Church: £1,977 - St Brigid’s Church: £2,487 - St Joseph’s Church: £1,210
2" Collection (Maintenance & Pastoral Outreach): £1,122.
Thank you for your continued generosity.
BANK DETAILS FOR ONLINE DONATIONS: A/C Name: The Parish of the Three Patrons
Sort Code: 95-06-79 A/C No: 60320021




PILGRIMAGE TO CYPRUS

The parish is considering a 7-night pilgrimage to Cyprus
from 16—-23 May 2027, following in the footsteps of St Paul
and St Barnabas. The pilgrimage would include visits to
many of Cyprus’s most important Christian and historical
sites, with the opportunity to celebrate Mass in places
closely associated with the early Church. The package
includes direct flights from Belfast, full-board
accommodation in a four-star seafront hotel, and a guided
programme of pilgrimage visits throughout the week. The
estimated cost is £1,675 per person. At this stage, we are
simply seeking expressions of interest. If you think you may
wish to join the pilgrimage, please contact the parish office.
Registering your interest is not a commitment to travel.

FRANCISCAN FRIARS OF THE RENEWAL

Evangelisation Mission to Sydney, Australia this December.
The mission is taking place during the Year of St Francis, it
will include three parishes, schools, homes and
communities, sharing the Gospel and encouraging others in
their faith. The Friars cannot do their work without the
financial and spiritual aid of the laity, as they take a strict vow
of poverty. Your help is greatly appreciated. Donations can
be left in Galliagh Chapel or any of the Parish Offices.

OUR LADY OF MONTLIGEON

Holy Souls in Purgatory, prayer meeting will not be held in
Termonbacca this month. The meeting will be held at Sister
Clare’'s graveside on Wednesday 29" July at 12.45pm.
All welcome. The next meeting in Termonbacca will be on
26 August as usual.

ACCORD DERRY

Marriage Preparation Workshops: - September 25%/26h &
November 20"/21st, These courses can be booked online at
www.accordni.com Please note there will be no courses during
October or December 2026

MARRIAGE ENRICHMENT WEEKEND,

Hosted by Marriage Encounter Ireland will take place at the
Focolare Centre, Curryhills, Prosperous, Co. Kildare, from Friday 2
to Sunday 4 October 2026.

This Weekend is not a retreat in the traditional sense but is a
positive, joy-filled experience, guided by presenting couples and a
priest, in an atmosphere of warmth, prayer, and deep
Christian faith. Couples are invited to register online at
www.marriageencounter.ie

SEAN DAVIS

4 Day Outdoor Summer Fun Soccer Academy takes place at
Templemore Sports Complex on Tuesday 4" to Friday 7t August.
Boys and girls aged 5 to 18 years are welcome. Times: 10am to
3pm. For further details or to book a place. Tel. Sean Davis
Licence Coach on 07787791880.

SAFEGUARDING

If you have any concerns about the Safeguarding of Children or
vulnerable adults within the Church, please contact Marie O’Kane,
the Diocesan Designated Liaison Person (DLP) on 07596500793
or at dip@derrydiocese.org

PRIVACY NOTICE
Is available on the parish website: threepatrons.org

PARISH GROUPS & MEETINGS (SUMMER)

Monday After 11am Mass Holy Souls Prayer Group
1pm — 2.30pm Legion of Mary
7pm - 9pm Woman's Craft Group
Tuesday After 11am Mass Devotion to the Holy Face
11.30am - 2.30pm St. Pio's Café
7.30pm - 9.30pm Living Disciples Prayer Group
Thursday 11.30am - 2.30pm St. Pio's Café
6pm — 7pm Divine Will Prayer Group
7.30pm - 8.30pm Youth Prayer Group
Friday 11.30am-12.30pm Divine Mercy Prayer Group

Our Lady's Chapel, Galliagh
Meeting Room, St Joseph’s Church, Galliagh
Kildare Room, Carnhill

Our Lady's Chapel, Galliagh
St Pio Centre, Galliagh
St Pio Centre, Galliagh

St. Pio Centre, Galliagh
Kildare Room, Carnhill
St. Pio Centre, Galliagh

Our Lady’s Chapel, Galliagh

PARISH SCHEDULE - SUMMER
ST PATRICK’S CHURCH, PENNYBURN

Sunday Mass:
Weekday Mass:
Confessions:
Baptisms:

Vigil 6.15pm; 9.45am
Monday to Friday: 10am
Saturday: 5.15pm — 6pm

Saturday: 4.30pm; Sunday: 1.30pm

ST BRIGID’S CHURCH, CARNHILL

Sunday Mass:
Weekday Mass:
Confessions:
Eucharistic Adoration:

Baptisms: Saturday: 3.30pm

Vigil 5pm; 10.30am & 12.30pm

Monday to Friday: 9.30am; Saturday: 11am
Saturday after 11.00am Mass and 4pm - 4.45pm
Daily: 8.00am — 8.00pm in St Carlo Acutis Chapel

ST JOSEPH’S CHURCH, GALLIAGH

Sunday Mass:
Weekday Mass:
Confessions:
Eucharistic Adoration:
Baptisms:

Monday to Friday: 11am

Saturday: 3.30pm

Sunday: 5.30pm - 6.15pm
Tuesday: 11.30am — 1pm in Our Lady’s Chapel

11.00am; 12.30pm (An tAifreann Naofa); 6.30pm
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