
 
 
 

 

 

Fr Micheál McGavigan PP   –   Fr Roni Zacharias CC –   Fr Stephen Ward CC    

Sunday 2nd August 2026 – Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time – Year A 
 

The Gospel this Sunday begins with sad news. Jesus has just learned of the death of John the Baptist. Grieving and 
seeking solitude, he withdraws to a lonely place. Yet when the crowds find him, he responds not with frustration but with 
compassion. He sees their needs, heals their sick, and ultimately feeds them with five loaves and two fish. This Gospel 
reminds us that Jesus understands human sorrow. He knows grief, loss and disappointment. At the same time, he 
shows us that suffering does not have the final word. What begins as a story of death and sadness ends with abundance, 
hope and twelve baskets left over. In our own lives, and in a Diocese experiencing a season of transition, we can 
sometimes focus on what is lacking or uncertain. Jesus invites us instead to place what we have into his hands. God 
continues to work through ordinary people and small acts of faith. With Christ, moments of loss can become 
opportunities for grace, renewal and hope.  

 

 
 

WELCOME TO GOD’S FAMILY 
Cahir Armstrong; Elsie-Mae Fox; Sebastian Damian Oliver 
Duffy; Jose Fernando Pereira Davies; Tilly Grace Quigley. 
 

REQUIESCANT IN PACE 
We offer our sympathies to the family and friends of:  
Tommy Nelis, Carnhill; John Glenn, Carnhill;  
James McMonagle, Elmgrove 
 

ANNIVERSARIES 
William & Elizabeth McGrory; Gemma & Barney Mullan; 
Christina Friend; Seamus Bradley; Tony Sheridan; 
Anne Marie Carman; Una Foy; Agnes Quigley; Christy Sheerin; 
Hugh & Emma McCauley; Maria Mullan; Brendan Duddy; 
Brendan Saunders; Laurence Boyle; Mark McKeever; 
Oran McClintock; James & Dotie McDaid 
 

READINGS FOR SUNDAY 9th AUGUST 
1st Reading:  1 Kings 19:9, 11-13.     Psalm:  84:9-14, R/v 8. 
2nd Reading:  Romans 9:1-5.   Gospel: Matthew 14:22-33. 
 

VISITATION OF THE SICK & HOUSEBOUND 
Fr Micheál will visit those in his care on Monday and Tuesday 
of next week. If you have a relative or neighbour on the list, 
please let them know to expect a visit. Moreover, if you have a 
relative or neighbour who would like added to the monthly sick 
visitation in our Parish, please contact the Parish Office.  

 

 

 
 

PARISH 1-DAY MARIAN PILGRIMAGE 
We invite you to a one-day Marian pilgrimage across the Derry 
Diocese from Ardmore to Lavey on Tuesday 18th August 2026, 
in honour of the Feast of the Assumption.  We will visit five 
churches dedicated to Our Lady, praying a decade of the 
Rosary at each.   Bus leaving St Patricks Church at 9am; St 
Brigid’s Church at 9.10am and St Joseph’s Church at 9.20am  

 

• 1st:  Church: St Mary’s, Ardmore, Mass at 10am.  

• 2nd Church: St Mary’s, Altinure, visit & decade of the Rosary. 
Tea / coffee / scones at Rosmars Coffee Bistro, Dungiven. 

• 3rd Church: Immaculate Conception, Gortnahey, visit & 
decade of the Rosary.  

• 4th. Church: St Mary’s Church, Maghera, visit & decade of the 
Rosary 
Two course Meal at Walsh’s Restaurant, Maghera.  

• 5th Church: St Mary’s, Lavey, visit & decade of the Rosary. 
Estimated arrival home, 5.30-6pm. 

Cost £40. To book a place or for further details, call into our 
parish office or telephone: 028 71262360. 
 

ROSARY ON THE COAST 
Today, Sunday 2nd August at 3pm in Lisfannon Beach. 
All welcome. 

 

SIMPLE FAMILY PRAYER BOOK 
This Sunday begins psalter week 2. 
 

LAST WEEK’S OFFERTORY COLLECTION 
St Patrick’s Church: £1,222 - St Brigid’s Church: £2,757 - St Joseph’s Church: £1,111 

2nd Collection (Maintenance & Pastoral Outreach): £1,176. 
Thank you for your continued generosity. 

BANK DETAILS FOR ONLINE DONATIONS: A/C Name: The Parish of the Three Patrons  
Sort Code: 95-06-79 A/C No: 60320021 

 



 

PILGRIMAGE TO CYPRUS  
The parish is considering a 7-night pilgrimage to Cyprus 
from 16–23 May 2027, following in the footsteps of St Paul 
and St Barnabas. The pilgrimage would include visits to 
many of Cyprus’s most important Christian and historical 
sites, with the opportunity to celebrate Mass in places 
closely associated with the early Church. The package 
includes direct flights from Belfast, full-board 
accommodation in a four-star seafront hotel, and a guided 
programme of pilgrimage visits throughout the week. The 
estimated cost is £1,675 per person. At this stage, we are 
simply seeking expressions of interest. If you think you may 
wish to join the pilgrimage, please contact the parish office. 
Registering your interest is not a commitment to travel. 
 
MARY’S MEALS – ANNUAL STEP BY STEP WALK 
We currently feed over 3 million children a daily school meal 
across 16 countries. Our 2 Bridges walk (Foyle and Peace 
Bridges), starts on Sunday 9th August. at 12noon from 
Sainsbury’s Car Park.  All Welcome to participate even for a 
mile or two. Further details and to register online visit 
www.marysmeals.org.uk/step  or Caoimhe 07394564065. 
Please do keep all our walkers in your prayers. 
 
FRANCISCAN FRIARS OF THE RENEWAL 
Evangelisation Mission to Sydney, Australia this December. 
The mission is taking place during the Year of St Francis. 
The friars cannot do their work without the financial and 
spiritual aid of the laity, as they take a strict vow of poverty. 
Your help is greatly appreciated.  Donations can be left 
in Galliagh Chapel or any of the Parish Offices. 
 

SEAN DAVIS SOCCER ACADEMY 
4 Day Outdoor Summer Fun Soccer Academy takes place 
at Templemore Sports Complex on Tuesday 4th to Friday 7th 
August. Boys and girls aged 5 to 18 years are welcome.   
10am to 3pm.  Telephone Sean Davis on 07787791880 to 
book a place. 
 

PRIVACY NOTICE    
Is available on the parish website: threepatrons.org 

 

VOCATIONS 
We pray for the men called to priesthood. Like Jesus in today's 
gospel, may they never turn away from the poor, the hungry, 
the most vulnerable, or those in need, but always reflect the love of 
Christ for them as they nourish and strengthen them with the 
Word of God.  
 

TREEHOUSE CRECHE  
A few places have become available in the afternoon group for 
Treehouse Crèche for September, the times for the crèche our 
12.30 - 3.30pm Monday to Thursday and 1.15 - 3.30pm on a Friday.  
If your child is 2 yrs old after the 1st July this year you can contact 
us by messaging on our Facebook page or email 
crechetreehouse@gmail.com or ring or text us on 07864655522. 
 

ENCOUNTER SCHOOL OF MINISTRY COURSE  
Launching in All Saints Church, Newtowncunningham, Co Donegal 
in September. This course draws from the richness of our Catholic 
heritage as we seek to teach, equip, and activate disciples to 
demonstrate the love of God through the power of the Holy Spirit in 
their spheres of influence. If you would like to know more, we are 
hosting a ZOOM Q&A SESSION on Thursday 6th August from 8 - 
9pm. If you wish to attend this session, please email 
donegal@encounterschool.org. or  www.encounterschool.org 
 
'EMBRACE THE GRACE'  
Young Adult Catholic Conference - 29 August 2026 - a conference 
on faith and culture for young adults (18-40) with talks, prayer, 
Mass, confession, workshops, food and social in the historic Legion 
of Mary headquarters at De Montfort House, North Brunswick 
Street, Dublin 7. It will be a chance to build faith in friendship with 
young adults from across the country. Saturday 30 August from 
9.30am to 6pm with a social afterwards. Tickets €20 and can be 
booked on the eventbrite website by looking up 'Embrace the 
Grace'.  Further queries contact:   deusetpatria@gmail.com.   
 
SAFEGUARDING 
If you have any concerns about the Safeguarding of Children or 
vulnerable adults within the Church, please contact Marie O’Kane, 
the Diocesan Designated Liaison Person (DLP) on 07596500793 
or at dlp@derrydiocese.org  

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

PARISH GROUPS & MEETINGS (SUMMER) 
 

Monday  After 11am Mass  Holy Souls Prayer Group   Our Lady's Chapel, Galliagh  
1pm – 2.30pm   Legion of Mary   Meeting Room, St Joseph’s Church, Galliagh  
7pm - 9pm  Woman's Craft Group  Kildare Room, Carnhill  

 

Tuesday After 11am Mass  Devotion to the Holy Face  Our Lady's Chapel, Galliagh  
11.30am - 2.30pm St. Pio's Café   St Pio Centre, Galliagh  
7.30pm - 9.30pm  Living Disciples Prayer Group  St Pio Centre, Galliagh 

 

Thursday 11.30am - 2.30pm St. Pio's Café   St. Pio Centre, Galliagh 
  6pm – 7pm  Divine Will Prayer Group  Kildare Room, Carnhill 

7.30pm - 8.30pm               Youth Prayer Group   St. Pio Centre, Galliagh  
 

Friday  11.30am-12.30pm Divine Mercy Prayer Group Our Lady’s Chapel, Galliagh 
 

 

 

 

PARISH SCHEDULE - SUMMER 
 

ST PATRICK’S CHURCH, PENNYBURN  
Sunday Mass:    Vigil 6.15pm; 9.45am  
Weekday Mass:    Monday to Friday: 10am 
Confessions:    Saturday: 5.15pm – 6pm  
Baptisms:    Saturday: 4.30pm; Sunday: 1.30pm  
  

ST BRIGID’S CHURCH, CARNHILL  
Sunday Mass:    Vigil 5pm; 10.30am & 12.30pm  
Weekday Mass:   Monday to Friday: 9.30am; Saturday: 11am  
Confessions:    Saturday after 11.00am Mass and 4pm - 4.45pm  
Eucharistic Adoration:   Daily: 8.00am – 8.00pm in St Carlo Acutis Chapel  
Baptisms:    Saturday: 3.30pm   

 

ST JOSEPH’S CHURCH, GALLIAGH  
Sunday Mass: 11.00am; 12.30pm (An tAifreann Naofa); 6.30pm  
Weekday Mass:    Monday to Friday: 11am 
Confessions:  Sunday: 5.30pm – 6.15pm  
Eucharistic Adoration:   Tuesday: 11.30am – 1pm in Our Lady’s Chapel  
Baptisms:    Saturday: 3.30pm   
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