
 
 

 

 

 

Fr Micheál McGavigan PP   –   Fr Roni Zacharias CC –   Fr Stephen Ward CC    

Sunday 9th August 2026 – Nineteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time – Year A 

In this Sunday's Gospel, Peter steps out of the boat and begins to walk towards Jesus. But when he focuses on the 
wind and the waves around him, fear takes over and he begins to sink. It is a powerful reminder of how easily we can 
lose sight of the Lord amid the worries and pressures of everyday life. The storms we face may be illness, family 
difficulties, financial concerns, loneliness, grief, or anxiety about an uncertain world. Like Peter, we can find ourselves 
overwhelmed by what is happening around us. Yet the Gospel offers a message of hope. Jesus does not abandon Peter 
when he falters. Instead, he reaches out his hand and saves him. God never promises a life without storms, but he does 
promise that we will never face them alone. Christ remains present in every trial, inviting us to place our trust in him and 
to pray with confidence: "Lord, save me.” 

 

WELCOME TO GOD’S FAMILY 
Oisin Eanna McGeoghegan; Lochlan Doherty-O'Neill;  
Ellie-Mae Donegan; Jordan James Cooper. 
 

REQUIESCANT IN PACE 
We offer our sympathies to the family and friends of:  
Tom Lavy, Ederowen Park; Michael McMahon, Clon Elagh; 
Kay Callaghan, Lisfannon Park; John Donegan, Foyle Fold 
 

ANNIVERSARIES 
Mary McNally; Elizabeth Harding; Gary Stewart; Teresa Hurford;  
Brendan Saunders; Bernadette & Jim Sheerin; Martin Tope; 
Fr Jimmy Doherty; Mary Gillespie; Thomas Gillespie; Jim 
Dunne; Willie Wilson; Emily Villa; Sam Carlin; Margaret Stewart. 
 

VISITATION OF THE SICK & HOUSEBOUND 
Fr Stephen Ward will visit those in his care on Monday and 
Tuesday and Fr Roni will visit those in his care on Thursday and 
Friday of next week.  If you have a relative or neighbour on the 
list, please let them know to expect a visit. Moreover, if you have 
a relative or neighbour who would like added to the monthly sick 
visitation in our Parish, please contact the Parish Office.  
 

A WORD OF THANKS FROM CASEY BURGESS 
My month in Three Patrons Parish was a great gift in my 
formation for priesthood. I learned much from Fr. Micheál, Fr. 
Stephen, and Fr. Roni, and I was grateful to meet so many of 
you in the churches, schools, and Life Camp. Derry has helped 
to form a priestly heart in me, and so I thank all of you for helping 
me along the way! 
 

 

THE ASSUMPTION OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY 
Mass times for the Solemnity: Friday Vigil: 7pm St Joseph’s 
Church, Galliagh. Saturday: 10am St Patrick’s Church, 
Pennyburn; 11am St Brigid’s Church, Carnhill  
 

READINGS FOR SUNDAY 16th AUGUST 
1st Isiah 56:1, 6-7.  Psalm:  66:2-3, 5-6, 8, R/v4. 
2nd Romans 11:13-15, 29-32.  Gospel Matthew 15: 21-28 
 

WEDDING CONGRATULATIONS! 
Emma Smith & Christopher Fagan; Rosie McGinley & Hugh 
Diver, and Leanne McConnell & Gavin Nicholl, who celebrated 
the Sacrament of Matrimony recently. 
 

SIMPLE FAMILY PRAYER BOOK 
This Sunday begins psalter week 3. 
 

PILGRIMAGE TO CYPRUS  
The parish is considering a 7-night pilgrimage to Cyprus from 
16–23 May 2027, following in the footsteps of St Paul and St 
Barnabas. The pilgrimage would include visits to many of 
Cyprus’s most important Christian and historical sites, with the 
opportunity to celebrate Mass in places closely associated with 
the early Church. The package includes direct flights from 
Belfast, full-board accommodation in a four-star seafront hotel, 
and a guided programme of pilgrimage visits throughout the 
week. The estimated cost is £1,675 per person. At this stage, 
we are simply seeking expressions of interest. If you think you 
may wish to join the pilgrimage, please contact the parish office. 
Registering your interest is not a commitment to travel. 
 

LAST WEEK’S OFFERTORY COLLECTION 
St Patrick’s Church: £1,367 - St Brigid’s Church: £2,310 - St Joseph’s Church: £1,115 

2nd Collection (Maintenance & Pastoral Outreach): £1,173. 
Thank you for your continued generosity. 

BANK DETAILS FOR ONLINE DONATIONS: A/C Name: The Parish of the Three Patrons  
Sort Code: 95-06-79 A/C No: 60320021 

 



 

 
 

JOB OPPORTUNITY, DERRY DIOCESAN TRUST:  
Administrative & Financial Officer (18 hours per week), 
Waterside Parish, Parochial House, 32 Chapel Road, 
Derry.  Rate of pay: £12.88 per hr - £13.50 per hr.  For 
application packs please email: 
recruitment@derrydiocese.org or tel 028 7126 
2302.  Completed applications must be returned to 
Personnel, Bishop’s House, St Eugene’s Cathedral, Francis 
Street, Derry, BT48 9AP or via email to 
recruitment@derrydiocese.org no later than 12 noon 
Monday 24 August 2026.  Derry Diocesan Trust is an Equal 
Opportunities Employer. We welcome applications from all 
men and women and from members of all communities. 

 

MARY’S MEALS – ANNUAL STEP BY STEP WALK 
We currently feed over 3 million children a daily school meal 
across 16 countries. Our 2 Bridges walk (Foyle and Peace 
Bridges), starts today, Sunday 9th August. at 12noon from 
Sainsbury’s. Visit www.marysmeals.org.uk/step  or 
Caoimhe 07394564065. Keep all walkers in your prayers. 
 

FRANCISCAN FRIARS OF THE RENEWAL 
Evangelisation Mission to Sydney, Australia this December. 
The mission is taking place during the Year of St Francis. 
The friars cannot do their work without the financial and 
spiritual aid of the laity, as they take a strict vow of poverty. 
Your help is greatly appreciated.  Donations can be left 
in Galliagh Chapel or any of the Parish Offices. 
 

'EMBRACE THE GRACE'  
Young Adult Catholic Conference - 29 August 2026 - a 
conference on faith and culture for young adults (18-40) with 
talks, prayer, Mass, confession, workshops, food and social 
in the historic Legion of Mary headquarters at De Montfort 
House, North Brunswick Street, Dublin 7. It will be a chance 
to build faith in friendship with young adults from across the 
country. Saturday 30 August from 9.30am to 6pm with a 
social afterwards. Tickets €20 and can be booked on the 
eventbrite website by looking up 'Embrace the Grace'.  
Further queries contact:   deusetpatria@gmail.com 

 

 

THE NATIONAL NOVENA TO OUR LADY OF KNOCK  
Takes place at Knock Shrine from Thursday 13 to Friday 21 August 
2026.  Novena ceremonies will be celebrated daily at 3pm and 8pm, 
with workshops and guided prayer sessions also taking place 
throughout the nine days. This year’s theme is “Sheltered in 
God’s Love.”  Everyone is very welcome. 
See the full programme at: https://www.knockshrine.ie/national-
novena-2026-guest-speakers-and-programme/ 
 
 

MARRIAGE ENRICHMENT WEEKEND 
Marriage Encounter Ireland invites married couples to a residential 
Weekend from Friday 2 to Sunday 4 October 2026 at the Focolare 
Centre, Curryhills, Prosperous, Co. Kildare.  Step away from daily 
distractions to deepen your communication, renew your love, 
and rediscover the joy of your marriage.  Visit 
www.marriageencounter.ie 
 
ENCOUNTER SCHOOL OF MINISTRY COURSE  
Launching in All Saints Church, Newtowncunningham, Co Donegal 
in September. This course draws from the richness of our Catholic 
heritage as we seek to teach, equip, and activate disciples to 
demonstrate the love of God through the power of the Holy Spirit in 
their spheres of influence. For further information about this course, 
or to book a place, please email donegal@encounterschool.org. or  
www.encounterschool.org 
 
VOCATIONS 
For our seminarians and the men considering priesthood that, in 
moments of doubt, they'll hear Jesus say what He says to the 
disciples in today's gospel, "Courage! It is I. Do not be afraid!"  
 
PRIVACY NOTICE    
Is available on the parish website: threepatrons.org  
 
SAFEGUARDING 
If you have any concerns about the Safeguarding of Children or 
vulnerable adults within the Church, please contact Marie O’Kane, 
the Diocesan Designated Liaison Person (DLP) on 07596500793 
or at dlp@derrydiocese.org  

 

PARISH GROUPS & MEETINGS (SUMMER) 
 

Monday  After 11am Mass  Holy Souls Prayer Group   Our Lady's Chapel, Galliagh  
1pm – 2.30pm   Legion of Mary   Meeting Room, St Joseph’s Church, Galliagh  
7pm - 9pm  Woman's Craft Group  Kildare Room, Carnhill  

 

Tuesday After 11am Mass  Devotion to the Holy Face  Our Lady's Chapel, Galliagh  
11.30am - 2.30pm St. Pio's Café   St Pio Centre, Galliagh  
7.30pm - 9.30pm  Living Disciples Prayer Group  St Pio Centre, Galliagh 

 

Thursday 11.30am - 2.30pm St. Pio's Café   St. Pio Centre, Galliagh 
  6pm – 7pm  Divine Will Prayer Group  Kildare Room, Carnhill 

7pm – 8pm  Holy Hour for the Unborn  Our Lady’s Chapel 
7.30pm - 8.30pm               Youth Prayer Group   St. Pio Centre, Galliagh  
8.15pm – 10pm  Be Still – Men’s Prayer Group Our Lady’s Chapel 
 

Friday  11.30am-12.30pm Divine Mercy Prayer Group Our Lady’s Chapel, Galliagh 
 

 

 

 

PARISH SCHEDULE - SUMMER 
 

ST PATRICK’S CHURCH, PENNYBURN  
Sunday Mass:    Vigil 6.15pm; 9.45am  
Weekday Mass:    Monday to Friday: 10am 
Confessions:    Saturday: 5.15pm – 6pm  
Baptisms:    Saturday: 4.30pm; Sunday: 1.30pm  
  

ST BRIGID’S CHURCH, CARNHILL  
Sunday Mass:    Vigil 5pm; 10.30am & 12.30pm  
Weekday Mass:   Monday to Friday: 9.30am; Saturday: 11am  
Confessions:    Saturday after 11.00am Mass and 4pm - 4.45pm  
Eucharistic Adoration:   Daily: 8.00am – 8.00pm in St Carlo Acutis Chapel  
Baptisms:    Saturday: 3.30pm   

 

ST JOSEPH’S CHURCH, GALLIAGH  
Sunday Mass: 11.00am; 12.30pm (An tAifreann Naofa); 6.30pm  
Weekday Mass:    Monday to Friday: 11am 
Confessions:  Sunday: 5.30pm – 6.15pm  
Eucharistic Adoration:   Tuesday: 11.30am – 1pm in Our Lady’s Chapel  
Baptisms:    Saturday: 3.30pm   
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