
 

Fr Micheál McGavigan PP   –   Fr Sean O’Donnell CC   –   Fr Roni Zacharias CC 

Sunday 1st December 2024 – First Sunday of Advent 
 

THOUGHTS ON THE GOSPEL 
The first Sunday of December marks the start of Advent, a season of preparation and waiting for the celebration of Jesus' birth. 
The word "Advent" comes from the Latin "adventus," meaning "coming." Each Sunday, a candle is lit on the Advent wreath, 
symbolizing hope, peace, joy, and love. The four candles represent the 4,000 years before Christ's birth and the four weeks of 
Advent. The unlit candles signify the darkness before Christ's arrival, while the lit candles symbolize Christ, the Light of the World. 
As we light each candle, we are reminded that Christ's coming is nearer. The wreath’s circular shape symbolizes God's eternity, 
and the green boughs represent hope and new life. Heavenly Father, as we begin this Advent, may You give light to our eyes and 
peace to our hearts. May we be found watching and waiting in joy for Christ’s return. In Jesus’ name, Amen. 
 

REQUIESCANT IN PACE 
Myra Hutton, 7 Dill Park; Monica McClay, Templegrove 
 

ANNIVERSARIES  
Angela Dalton; Isobel Clarke; Dan McNally; Brian McKinney; 
Dan Kelly; Bernadette Gallagher; Jimmy Gallagher; Elish 
Mullan; Kathleen & Joe Bradley; Gloria Turton; Pat Bergin; 
Nellie McElhinney; Maria Doherty; Sara McConnellogue; 
Bernadette Doherty; Bill Ferry; Des Ferry; Terrence Ferry; 
Mary Crilly; Ella Doherty; Tommy Cuddihy. 
 

FEASTDAYS FOR THE COMING WEEK 
Tuesday 3rd St Francis Xavier; Wednesday 4th St John 
Damascene; Friday 6th St Nicholas; Saturday 7th St Ambrose. 
 

NEW PARISH WEBSITE 
Where you can follow the church webcams, download bulletins 
and book Baptisms and Weddings. www.threepatrons.org 
 

P7 MASS OF LIGHT & COMMITMENT 
We welcome the P7 children to our Churches this week for their 
Confirmation Commitment Mass. 
St Paul’s PS & St Therese’s PS Mass takes place on 
Wednesday 4th December at 7pm in St Joseph’s Church, 
Galliagh.  St Brigid’s PS & Greenhaw PS Mass takes place on 
Thursday 5th December at 7pm in St Brigid’s Church, Carnhill. 
 

DO THIS IN MEMORY MASS 
We welcome the P4 Children to their December Preparation 
Mass next weekend at the following times: Saturday 7th 
December: Greenhaw PS: 5PM Vigil, St Brigid’s Church.  
Sunday 8th December: St Patrick’s PS: 9.45AM Mass, St 
Patrick’s Church, St Brigid’s PS:10.30AM Mass, St Brigid’s 
Church. St Paul’s PS & St Therese’s PS: 11AM Mass, St 
Joseph’s Church. 

CHRISTMAS MASS BOUQUETS  
Are available in our churches, after Mass or from the Parish 
Offices. Your prayer intentions will be included at Mass on 
Christmas morning. Price: £2. 
 

NOVENA TO OUR LADY OF PERPETUAL HELP            
Continues each Tuesday until 17th December in St Joseph’s 
Church, Galliagh. Beginning with Mass at 7pm, followed by a 
talk, Exposition and Benediction. Jim McGonagle is the 7th guest 
speaker. All welcome. 
 

OUR LADY OF GUADALUPE EUCHARISTIC PROCESSION 
Will take place on Thursday 12th December beginning with 
11am Mass in St Joseph’s Church, Galliagh.  
 

HEALING NIGHT WITH UGANDA MISSION TEAM 
In St Joseph’s Church, on Friday 6th December at 7pm. 
 

ST VINCENT DE PAUL ANNUAL COLLECTION  
Will be taken up after Masses next weekend 8th December.  
Your generosity throughout the year and at Christmas is very 
much appreciated and it is because of your support we can help 
those in need within our parish.   
 

THREE PATRONS’ PARISH CHRISTMAS DRAW 
To obtain a ticket or to act as a promoter, at home, among family 
and friends or in the workplace, please contact the Parish 
Office. Tickets also available at our Churches after any of the 
Masses.  1st draw takes place on Christmas day. 
*  25 Draws *  £12,000+ in prize money * £5 per ticket * 
 

ADVENT DEVOTIONS 
Beginning today, Sunday in St Brigid’s Church, Carnhill, with 
confessions from 4pm-5pm, Evening Prayer 5pm, Healing 
Service 5.30pm, Benediction & Angelus 6pm.  

Last week’s Offertory Collection:   
St Patrick’s Church: £2,055 - St Brigid’s Church: £1,506 - St Joseph’s Church: £1,695.  

Thank you for your continued generosity.  



 
 

PRAYER FOR VOCATIONS     
For those considering a vocation to serve the Church as 
priests of the Derry diocese we pray in the words of St Paul in 
our second reading, that they "...will make more and more 
progress in the kind of life [they] are meant to live, the life that 
God wants..." 
 

DIGITAL ADVENT 2024 CALENDAR  
With the theme of ‘Hope’ is available daily throughout Advent on 
the Irish Bishops’ Conference website, www.catholicbishops.ie  
 

ROSARY ON THE COAST  
Today, Sunday 1st December at 3pm in Lisfannon Beach.   
 

ADVENT RETREAT  
Emmanuel - He meets you where you are:  Join the Columba 
Community on Sunday 8 December at 11am in St Anthony’s 
Retreat Centre, Burnfoot. Find stillness, experience guided 
prayer, with Adoration and Eucharist.  Booking essential tel: 
(00353)0749384866.  Donation £20. 
 

DAY RETREAT  
On Tuesday 3rd December, from 10am-5pm in Termonbacca. 
The day costs £20 which includes light lunch. For booking a 
place please call 02971262512 or email 
termonbaccaderry@gmail.com 
 

RELICS OF VENERABLE MATT TALBOT  
Monday 2nd December at 7.30pm, in St Eugene’s 
Cathedral.. Matt Talbot is a powerful intercessor for those 
suffering from addiction of any kind. If you or someone you know 
is struggling with alcohol or drugs, or just want to stop taking 
them, after Mass you will have the opportunity to sign up to 
commit to abstaining from them.  You can do this for yourself or 
offer it for someone else. Everyone is welcome to this Mass. 

 
 

FREE ONLINE ADVENT RETREAT  
Speaker: Fr Stephen Cummins OP.  Theme: 'Keeping Vigil for 
the Vulnerable God'.  The link for parishioners to sign up for the 
Retreat is: https://prioryinstitute.com/ events/2024-online-
advent-retreat  
 

TROCAIRE SCHOOL VOLUNTEERS  
needed to support our 2025 Lent Appeal. If you think you have 
the right skills and experience and will be available during 
school hours over Lent, we would love to hear from you. Full 
training/support will be provided. Please contact Naomi: 
90808033 or naomi.purnell@trocaire.org. 
 

ANAM CARA 
The organisation that supports bereaved parents, will hold its 
monthly Parent Support Evening on Thursday 12th December 
at 7.30pm in the Radisson Blu Hotel, Letterkenny.  We also offer 
an online support group meeting. To find out more call 01 
4045378 or email info@anamcara.ie 
 

ST PATRICK’S PRIMARY SCHOOL OPEN DAY 
Wednesday 4th December. Please call in for a tour of our lovely 
school at 9:30am or 1pm 
 

RICKETY WHEEL  
In St Patrick’s Primary School on Wednesday 4th December at 
7pm, in the School Hall.  Lots of great prizes to be won! Tickets 
available at the school office. 
 

SAFEGUARDING   
If you have any concerns with regard to safeguarding children 
or adults in need of protection within the Church, please contact 
Maire Gormley, Diocesan Designated Liaison Person (DLP) 
+447596 500 793 email: mairegormley@derrydiocese.org or 
PSNI 101 or Social Services: Western HSC Trust, 
+442871314090 (Ask for the Duty Social Worker). 

 
 

PARISH GROUPS & MEETINGS 
Monday  After 11am Mass  Holy Souls Prayer Group    Our Lady's Chapel, Galliagh 
  1pm - 3pm   The Legion of Mary  Meeting Room, St Joseph’s Church, Galliagh 
  4.30pm - 5.30pm   JPII YouCat Session  Emmaus Room, Pennyburn 
  7pm - 8.30pm  The Carnhill Folk Group  St. Brigid's Church, Carnhill 
  7pm - 9pm  Woman's Craft Group  Kildare Room, Carnhill 
    

Tuesday  After 11am Mass  Bible Study   Meeting Room, St Joseph’s Church, Galliagh 
  After 11am Mass  Devotion to the Holy Face  Our Lady's Chapel, Galliagh 
  11.30am - 2.30pm St. Pio's Café   St. Pio Centre, Galliagh 
  7.30 - 8.30pm  Living Disciples   St. Pio Centre, Galliagh  
  7.30 - 8.30pm  Men's Bible Group  Upper Room, St Brigid’s Church, Carnhill 
    

Wednesday 7.00pm – 8.00pm  Women's Bible Group   Upper Room, St. Brigid's Church, Carnhill  
 

Thursday 11.30am - 2.30pm St. Pio's Café   St. Pio Centre, Galliagh  
                             5.00pm - 5.30pm  The 10.30am St. Brigid's Choir St. Brigid's Church, Carnhill 
  7.00pm – 8.00pm  Holy Hour for the Unborn  Our Lady's Chapel, Galliagh 
  7.30pm - 8.30pm  Youth Prayer Group   St. Pio Centre, Galliagh 
  8.00pm-9.00pm   Renew your Faith at Advent Emmaus Room, Pennyburn 
  8.15pm – 10.00pm Be Still - Men's Prayer Group Our Lady's Chapel, Galliagh 
   

Saturday 11.30am -12.30pm The God Club (for Teenagers) Kildare Room, Carnhill 
 

PARISH SCHEDULE 
ST PATRICK’S CHURCH, PENNYBURN 

Sunday Mass:    Vigil 6.15pm; 9.45am 
Weekday Mass:    Monday to Friday: 10.00am; Wednesday: 7.00pm 
Confessions:    Wednesday: 6.15pm - 6.45pm; Saturday: 5.15pm - 5.45pm 
Eucharistic Adoration:   Wednesday: 10.30 am - 7.00pm 
Baptisms:    Saturday: 4.30pm; Sunday: 1.30pm 
 

ST BRIGID’S CHURCH, CARNHILL 
Sunday Mass:    Vigil 5.00pm; 10.30am & 12.30pm 
Weekday Mass:   Monday to Friday: 9.30am; Thursday: 7.00pm; Saturday: 11.00am 
Confessions:    Thursday: 6.15 - 6.45pm; Saturday after 11am Mass and 4pm—4.30pm 
Eucharistic Adoration:   Daily: 8.00am - 8.00pm in the Adoration Chapel 
Baptisms:    Saturday: 3pm 
 

ST JOSEPH’S CHURCH, GALLIAGH 
Sunday Mass: 11.00am; 12.30pm (An tAifreann Naofa); 6.30pm 
Weekday Mass:    Monday to Friday: 11.00am; Tuesday: 7.00pm 
Confessions:  Tuesday: 6.15pm - 6.45pm; Sunday: 5.30pm - 6pm 
Eucharistic Adoration:   Tuesday: 11am - 7pm in Our Lady’s Chapel 
Baptisms:    Saturday: 3pm 


