
 

Fr Micheál McGavigan PP   –   Fr Sean O’Donnell CC   –   Fr Roni Zacharias CC 

Sunday 8th December 2024 – Second Sunday of Advent 
 

THOUGHTS ON THE GOSPEL 
The Second Sunday of Advent challenges us to prepare a royal highway in our hearts for Jesus so that we may receive Him as our 

saving God during Christmas.  The call of John the Baptist is challenging but, ultimately, it is a consoling word, because the Lord 

to whom John calls on us to turn our hearts is not one who is here to judge us.  Rather, he is one who has come to heal and renew 

us.  The voice crying in the wilderness is ultimately, a voice of consolation. 
 

REQUIESCANT IN PACE 
Ryan Doherty, Beraghvale; Helena Harkin, Maybrook Park; 
Deirdre Doherty, Donal Casey Court; John McCloskey, 
Blackthorn Manor & Pennyburn, Martin O’Connell, Philip St. 
 
ANNIVERSARIES  
Catriona Johnston; Brian McLaughlin; John Mc Daid; Philip 
McCauley; Michael McCauley; Dolly McKinney; Dermot 
O’Leary; Sheena O’Leary-Gallagher; Florence Divin; Colm 
McGuinness; Denis Kerr. 
 
FEASTDAYS FOR THE COMING WEEK 
Monday:  Feast of The Immaculate Conception (this is NOT a 
Holy Day of obligation). Mass times: 9.30am St Brigids’s 
Church, Carnhill. 10am St Patrick’s Church, Pennyburn. 11am 
St Joseph’s Church, Galliagh. 7pm St Patrick’s Church, 
Pennyburn.  Tuesday:  Our Lady of Loreto.  Wednesday:            
St Damasus 1.  Thursday: Our Lady of Guadalupe.  Friday: St 
Lucy.  Saturday:  St John of the Cross. 
 
VISITATION OF THE SICK AND HOUSEBOUND:  
Fr Micheál's areas Monday and Tuesday from 11am. Fr Sean's 
areas Monday, Tuesday and Friday. Fr Roni's areas Thursday 
and Friday afternoon.   
 
P7 MASS OF LIGHT & COMMITMENT 
We welcome the P7 children of St Patrick’s PS to St Patrick’s 
Church, Pennyburn on Wed 11th Dec, 7pm for their Confirmation 
Commitment Mass. 
 
THREE PATRONS PARISH CAROL SERVICE 
Will take place in St Patrick’s Church on Sunday 15th Dec at 
4pm. If you would like to bring a voucher or toy for St Vincent 
De Paul, you will be invited to bring your gift forward during the 
Carol Service. 

CARE OF CREATION REFLECTION FOR ADVENT  
It cannot be emphasised enough how everything is 
interconnected.  Living species are part of a network which we 
will never fully explore and understand.  Nature cannot be 
regarded as something separate from ourselves; we are part of 
nature, included in it and thus in constant interaction with it.  
 
CHRISTMAS MASS BOUQUETS                                     
Are available in our churches, after Mass or from the Parish 
Offices. Your prayer intentions will be included at Mass on 
Christmas morning. Price: £2. 
 
NOVENA TO OUR LADY OF PERPETUAL HELP            
Continues each Tuesday until 17th December in St Joseph’s 
Church, Galliagh. Beginning with Mass at 7pm, followed by a 
talk, Exposition and Benediction. Jenny McGrath is the 8th 
guest speaker. All welcome. 
 
OUR LADY OF GUADALUPE EUCHARISTIC PROCESSION  
Will take place on Thursday 12th December beginning with 
11am Mass in St Joseph’s Church, Galliagh.  
 
THREE PATRONS’ PARISH CHRISTMAS DRAW 
To obtain a ticket or to act as a promoter, at home, among family 
and friends or in the workplace, please contact the Parish 
Office. Tickets also available at our Churches after any of the 
Masses.  1st draw takes place on Christmas day. 
*  25 Draws *  £12,000+ in prize money * £5 per ticket * 
 
ADVENT DEVOTIONS 
Beginning every, Sunday in St Brigid’s Church, Carnhill, with 
confessions from 4pm-5pm, Evening Prayer 5pm, Healing 
Service 5.30pm, Benediction & Angelus 6pm.  
 

Last week’s Offertory Collection:   
St Patrick’s Church: £2,813.  - St Brigid’s Church: £1,816 - St Joseph’s Church: £1,361  

Thank you for your continued generosity 



PRAYER FOR VOCATIONS     
For the future priests of the diocese of Derry that, like St John 
the Baptist, they will work to "... prepare the way of the Lord, 
and make his paths straight.... so that all mankind can see the 
salvation of God." 
 
RENEW YOUR FAITH THIS ADVENT  
Sycamore Advent Course every Thursday at 8pm in the 
Emmaus Room, Pennyburn.  All are welcome for video and chat 
over tea and biscuits about our faith.   
 
THANK YOU 
For the anonymous donation of £100 towards the Vocations 
Society of St Joseph’s. 
 
OUR LADY OF MONTLIGEON HOLY SOULS OF 
PURGATORY PRAYER GROUP  
Meet every Monday in Our Lady’s Chapel, St Joseph’s Church, 
after 11am Mass, in the presence of the Blessed Sacrament.  All 
are welcome.  The next meeting for the intercession for Priests 
and Religious vocations takes place in Termonbacca on 
Tuesday 10 December at 12.30pm.  Please note: meetings in 
Kildare Room, St Brigid’s, Carnhill, no longer take place. 
 
ACCORD DERRY 
Marriage preparation workshops, dates have now been 
released for January – June 2025.  All courses are now online 
for booking at www.accordni.com  Please note that all of these 
courses are in person and NOT virtual. 

FUND A FOOD DROP 
Brónach Crabtree will speak at Masses next weekend about a 
grassroots organisation called ‘Fund a Food Drop’ and their 
work in Gaza.  There will be an opportunity to give a donation to 
the Charity after Mass. 
 
CHILDREN IN CROSSFIRE 
Have launched their 2024 Advent Appeal.  Packs are available 
at the back of the Church. 
 
UNIVERSITY OF ULSTER CAROL SERVICE 
Takes place in St Patrick’s Church, Pennyburn at 7pm on 
Tuesday 10th December.  All welcome. 
 
ANAM CARA 
The organisation that supports bereaved parents, will hold its 
monthly Parent Support Evening on Thursday 12th December 
at 7.30pm in the Radisson Blu Hotel, Letterkenny.  We also offer 
an online support group meeting. To find out more call 01 
4045378 or email info@anamcara.ie 
 
 

SAFEGUARDING   
If you have any concerns with regard to safeguarding children 
or adults in need of protection within the Church, please contact 
Maire Gormley, Diocesan Designated Liaison Person (DLP) 
+447596 500 793 email: mairegormley@derrydiocese.org or 
PSNI 101 or Social Services: Western HSC Trust, 
+442871314090 (Ask for the Duty Social Worker). 
 

 

 

PARISH GROUPS & MEETINGS 
Monday  After 11am Mass  Holy Souls Prayer Group    Our Lady's Chapel, Galliagh 
  1pm - 3pm   The Legion of Mary  Meeting Room, St Joseph’s Church, Galliagh 
  7pm - 8.30pm  The Carnhill Folk Group  St. Brigid's Church, Carnhill 
  7pm - 9pm  Woman's Craft Group  Kildare Room, Carnhill 
    

Tuesday  After 11am Mass  Bible Study   Meeting Room, St Joseph’s Church, Galliagh 
  After 11am Mass  Devotion to the Holy Face  Our Lady's Chapel, Galliagh 
  11.30am - 2.30pm St. Pio's Café   St. Pio Centre, Galliagh 
  7.30 - 8.30pm  Living Disciples   St. Pio Centre, Galliagh  
  7.30 - 8.30pm  Men's Bible Group  Upper Room, St Brigid’s Church, Carnhill 
    

Wednesday 7.00pm – 8.00pm  Women's Bible Group   Upper Room, St. Brigid's Church, Carnhill  
 

Thursday 11.30am - 2.30pm St. Pio's Café   St. Pio Centre, Galliagh  
                             5.00pm - 5.30pm  The 10.30am St. Brigid's Choir St. Brigid's Church, Carnhill 
  7.00pm – 8.00pm  Holy Hour for the Unborn  Our Lady's Chapel, Galliagh 
  7.30pm - 8.30pm  Youth Prayer Group   St. Pio Centre, Galliagh 
  8.00pm-9.00pm   Renew your Faith at Advent Emmaus Room, Pennyburn 
  8.15pm – 10.00pm Be Still - Men's Prayer Group Our Lady's Chapel, Galliagh 
   

Saturday 11.30am -12.30pm The God Club (for Teenagers) Kildare Room, Carnhill 
 

PARISH SCHEDULE 
ST PATRICK’S CHURCH, PENNYBURN 

Sunday Mass:    Vigil 6.15pm; 9.45am 
Weekday Mass:    Monday to Friday: 10.00am; Wednesday: 7.00pm 
Confessions:    Wednesday: 6.15pm - 6.45pm; Saturday: 5.15pm - 5.45pm 
Eucharistic Adoration:   Wednesday: 10.30 am - 7.00pm 
Baptisms:    Saturday: 4.30pm; Sunday: 1.30pm 
 

ST BRIGID’S CHURCH, CARNHILL 
Sunday Mass:    Vigil 5.00pm; 10.30am & 12.30pm 
Weekday Mass:   Monday to Friday: 9.30am; Thursday: 7.00pm; Saturday: 11.00am 
Confessions:    Thursday: 6.15 - 6.45pm; Saturday after 11am Mass and 4pm—4.30pm 
Eucharistic Adoration:   Daily: 8.00am - 8.00pm in the Adoration Chapel 
Baptisms:    Saturday: 3pm 
 

ST JOSEPH’S CHURCH, GALLIAGH 
Sunday Mass: 11.00am; 12.30pm (An tAifreann Naofa); 6.30pm 
Weekday Mass:    Monday to Friday: 11.00am; Tuesday: 7.00pm 
Confessions:  Tuesday: 6.15pm - 6.45pm; Sunday: 5.30pm - 6pm 
Eucharistic Adoration:   Tuesday: 11am - 7pm in Our Lady’s Chapel 
Baptisms:    Saturday: 3pm 

http://www.accordni.com/
mailto:info@anamcara.ie

