
 
Fr Micheál McGavigan PP   –   Fr Sean O’Donnell CC   –   Fr Roni Zacharias CC 

Sunday 15th  December 2024 – Third Sunday of Advent 
 

THOUGHTS ON THE GOSPEL 
The third Sunday of Advent is traditionally called Gaudete Sunday. Gaudete is the Latin word for rejoice, and this Sunday is the 

time for us to rejoice because Jesus came and died so that we may live forever with him!  We are invited to reflect on the joy we 

have access to because of our faith in Jesus.   A third candle—a pink one—is lit on the Advent Wreath for the third Sunday of 

Advent. This candle, often called the Shepherd’s Candle or the Joy Candle, represents joy, such as the joy the shepherds 

experienced when the angel told them that Christ was to be born.  
 

BAPTISMS 
We welcome into God’s Family, Joud Zahra; Keagan Earley; 
Naeve Harkin. 
 
REQUIESCANT IN PACE 
Christine Dawson, Old School Lane; Josie McDermott, Carnhill; 
Veronica Burke, Culmore Road; Michael Dooher, Aberfoyle 
Crescent; Margaret Ferguson, Fergleen Park; Bridie Sharkey, 
St John’s Park. 
 

ANNIVERSARIES  
Jim Monaghan; Maureen Harvey; Kathleen Sweeney; Majella 
Martin; Eileen McIntyre; Bridie Harvey; Christina Helferty; 
Jacqueline Lynch. 
 

FEASTDAYS FOR THE COMING WEEK 
Wednesday: St Flannan; Friday: St Fachanan;  
Saturday: St Peter Canisius. 
 

READINGS FOR SUNDAY 22nd DECEMBER 
1st: Micah 5:1-4. Psalm 79:2-3, 15-16, 18-19, R/v4.  
2nd: Hebrews 10:5-10.  Luke 1:39-44. 
 

THREE PATRONS PARISH CAROL SERVICE 
Will take place in St Patrick’s Church today, Sunday 15th Dec at 
4pm. If you would like to bring a voucher or toy for St Vincent 
De Paul, you will be invited to bring your gift forward during the 
Carol Service.  
 

SVP GIVING TREE in each of our Churches, your support 
would be greatly appreciated. 
 
 

CHRISTMAS MASS BOUQUETS                                     
Are available in our churches, after Mass or from the Parish 
Offices. Your prayer intentions will be included at Mass on 
Christmas morning. Price: £2. 
 

 

CARE OF CREATION REFLECTION FOR ADVENT  
At the end, we will find ourselves face to face with the infinite 
beauty of God.  Eternal life will be a shared experience of awe 
in which each creature, resplendently transfigured, will take its 
rightful place and have something to give to those poor men 
and women who will have been liberated once and for all.  In 
the meantime, we come together to take charge of this home 
which has been entrusted to us.  
 

NOVENA TO OUR LADY OF PERPETUAL HELP            
In St Joseph’s Church, Galliagh. Concludes on Tuesday with 
Mass at 7pm, followed by a talk, Exposition, Benediction and 
opportunity for Confession. Gina McLaughlin is the 9th guest 
speaker. All welcome. 
 

THREE PATRONS’ PARISH CHRISTMAS DRAW 
To obtain a ticket or to act as a promoter, at home, among family 
and friends or in the workplace, please contact the Parish 
Office. Tickets also available at our Churches after any of the 
Masses.  1st draw takes place on Christmas day. 
*  25 Draws *  £12,000+ in prize money * £5 per ticket * 
 

ADVENT DEVOTIONS 
Sunday in St Brigid’s Church, Carnhill, with confessions from 
4pm-5pm, Evening Prayer 5pm, Healing Service 5.30pm, 
Benediction & Angelus 6pm. 
 
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 
Fr Michael McCaughey wishes to acknowledge parishioners for 
their generosity and kindness at the time of his transfer to 
Strabane. He passes on his best wishes for Christmas and the 
New Year 

Last week’s Offertory Collection:   
St Patrick’s Church: £1,987.  - St Brigid’s Church: £1,532 - St Joseph’s Church: £1,350 

Thank you for your continued generosity 

https://www.loyolapress.com/catholic-resources/liturgical-year/sunday-connection/third-sunday-of-advent-cycle-a-sunday-connection/


CHRISTMAS 2024 MASS TIMES 
St Patrick’s Church, Pennyburn: 
Vigils: 6.15pm & 8pm 
8.00am, 9.45am, 12.15pm 
St Brigid’s Church, Carnhill: 
Vigils: 5.00pm & 7pm 
8.30am, 10.30am & 12.30pm  
St Joseph’s Church, Galliagh: 
Vigils: 6pm & 8pm 
9.30am (Irish) & 11.00am 
 
CONFESSIONS FOR CHRISTMAS 
Tuesday 17th December: 
St Joseph’s Church, Galliagh: 6pm -7pm 
Wednesday 18th December: 
St Patrick’s Church, Pennyburn: 6pm – 7pm 
Thursday 19th December: 
St Brigid’s Church, Carnhill: 6pm – 7pm 
Saturday 21st December: 
St Brigid’s Church, Carnhill: 11.30pm–12.30pm; 
3.30pm–4.30pm 
St Patrick’s Church, Pennyburn: 2pm - 4pm; 5.15 - 6.00pm 
Sunday 22nd December: 
St Brigid’s Church, Carnhill: 4.00pm – 5.00pm 
St Joseph’s Church, Galliagh: 5.30pm - 6.15pm 
 
PRAYER FOR VOCATIONS     
With St Paul we pray for our diocesan seminarians and those 
discerning their vocation, that "...the peace of God will guard 
[their] hearts and thoughts..."  
  
  

RENEW YOUR FAITH THIS ADVENT  
Sycamore Advent Course every Thursday at 7pm in the 
Emmaus Room, Pennyburn.  All are welcome for video and chat 
over tea and biscuits about our faith.   
 

CHILDREN IN CROSSFIRE 
Have launched their 2024 Advent Appeal.  Packs are available 
at the back of the Church. 
 
ROSARY ON THE BEACH  
Today, Sun 15th Dec at 3pm in Benone Beach. All welcome. 
 

GOAL MILE WALK    
Why not go the extra mile this Christmas and invite your friends 
and family to join you on the annual Goal Mile Walk? St 
Stephen’s Day, 26 Dec. From Sainsburys car park at 
12noon.  Walk, run or jog to save humanity one step at a time! 
 

ST VINCENT DE PAUL   
Grateful thanks for your generous response to last week's 
annual collection appeal and for your continuous support of our 
work. Your donations make a positive difference to struggling 
families in the three Patrons parish. There is an active volunteer 
group at each of the three churches who meet weekly and 
respond, as far as is possible, to requests for help. All donations 
are so welcome and vital to our work. Thank you one and all. 
God bless you and yours at this holy season. 
 

SAFEGUARDING   
If you have any concerns regarding, safeguarding children or 
adults in need of protection within the Church, please contact 
Maire Gormley, Diocesan Designated Liaison Person (DLP) 
+447596 500 793 email: mairegormley@derrydiocese.org or 
PSNI 101 or Social Services: Western HSC Trust, 
+442871314090 (Ask for the Duty Social Worker). 
 

 

 

PARISH GROUPS & MEETINGS 
Monday  After 11am Mass  Holy Souls Prayer Group   Our Lady's Chapel, Galliagh 
  1pm - 3pm   The Legion of Mary  Meeting Room, St Joseph’s Church, Galliagh 
  7pm - 8.30pm  The Carnhill Folk Group  St. Brigid's Church, Carnhill 
  7pm - 9pm  Woman's Craft Group  Kildare Room, Carnhill 
    

Tuesday  After 11am Mass  Bible Study   Meeting Room, St Joseph’s Church, Galliagh 
  After 11am Mass  Devotion to the Holy Face  Our Lady's Chapel, Galliagh 
  11.30am - 2.30pm St. Pio's Café   St. Pio Centre, Galliagh 
  7.30 - 8.30pm  Living Disciples   St. Pio Centre, Galliagh  
  7.30 - 8.30pm  Men's Bible Group  Upper Room, St Brigid’s Church, Carnhill 
    

Wednesday 7.00pm – 8.00pm  Women's Bible Group   Upper Room, St. Brigid's Church, Carnhill  
 

Thursday 11.30am - 2.30pm St. Pio's Café   St. Pio Centre, Galliagh  
                             5.00pm - 5.30pm  The 10.30am St. Brigid's Choir St. Brigid's Church, Carnhill 
  7.00pm – 8.00pm  Holy Hour for the Unborn  Our Lady's Chapel, Galliagh 
  7.30pm - 8.30pm  Youth Prayer Group   St. Pio Centre, Galliagh 
  7.00pm – 8.00pm  Renew your Faith at Advent Emmaus Room, Pennyburn 
  8.15pm – 10.00pm Be Still - Men's Prayer Group Our Lady's Chapel, Galliagh 
   

Saturday 11.30am -12.30pm The God Club (for Teenagers) Kildare Room, Carnhill 
 

PARISH SCHEDULE 
ST PATRICK’S CHURCH, PENNYBURN 

Sunday Mass:    Vigil 6.15pm; 9.45am 
Weekday Mass:    Monday to Friday: 10.00am; Wednesday: 7.00pm 
Confessions:    Wednesday: 6.15pm - 6.45pm; Saturday: 5.15pm - 5.45pm 
Eucharistic Adoration:   Wednesday: 10.30 am - 7.00pm 
Baptisms:    Saturday: 4.30pm; Sunday: 1.30pm 
 

ST BRIGID’S CHURCH, CARNHILL 
Sunday Mass:    Vigil 5.00pm; 10.30am & 12.30pm 
Weekday Mass:   Monday to Friday: 9.30am; Thursday: 7.00pm; Saturday: 11.00am 
Confessions:    Thursday: 6.15 - 6.45pm; Saturday after 11am Mass and 4pm—4.30pm 
Eucharistic Adoration:   Daily: 8.00am - 8.00pm in the Adoration Chapel 
Baptisms:    Saturday: 3pm 
 

ST JOSEPH’S CHURCH, GALLIAGH 
Sunday Mass: 11.00am; 12.30pm (An tAifreann Naofa); 6.30pm 
Weekday Mass:    Monday to Friday: 11.00am; Tuesday: 7.00pm 
Confessions:  Tuesday: 6.15pm - 6.45pm; Sunday: 5.30pm - 6pm 
Eucharistic Adoration:   Tuesday: 11am - 7pm in Our Lady’s Chapel 
Baptisms:    Saturday: 3pm 


