
 
Fr Micheál McGavigan PP   –   Fr Sean O’Donnell CC   –   Fr Roni Zacharias CC 

Sunday 9th March 2025 – First Sunday of Lent 
 
 

Lent is a time of awakening; an opportunity to ‘start again’; a chance for renewal and re-commitment. Above all, it is a call to love 
in the way that Jesus loved the Father and each of us: continually, and through self-giving. It is good to remember that Lent is a 
‘sober’ but not a ‘sombre’ time (‘sombre’ derives from the Latin sub umbra or ‘under the shadows’, meaning dismal and gloomy). 
Indeed, Lent can be a time of gladness when we focus on drawing nearer to God. Traditional Lenten practices can assist us with 
this, and our Works of Love can take many forms. Prayer, repentance and forgiveness, sometimes through the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation, lie at the heart of our faith. Fasting can help us develop internal freedom. Almsgiving may prompt us not just to give 
money, but also time, support and friendship – and perhaps a listening ear to someone who needs it. 
Beloved, let us always put God first:  “You are my God and in you I trust”. 
 

 

 

REQUIESCANT IN PACE 
Dessie Brown, Castleview Park; Annette McDaid, 
Ballymacraig Gardens. 
 

BAPTISMS     
We welcome into the family of God infants: Eabha Maeve 
McDaid; Efie Rose Campbell Quigley; Alexandra Rose Watson; 
Connie Aoibh Walker. 
 

ANNIVERSARIES    
Bobby White; Jim White; Gerry Johnson; Dennis Bryson; 
Josephine Kelly; John Bonner; Ann Doran; Mary Smyth; 
Michael Fox; Lily McClean; Sheena Martin; Maureen McGeady; 
Tommy Carlin; Jim McNamara; Kay McFadden; 
Dermot Sharkey; Mary Ann Deeney; Joe McBride. 
 
VISITATION OF THE SICK AND HOUSEBOUND 
Fr Micheál will visit the sick in his care on Monday 10th and 
Tuesday 11th March from 11am. 
 
WALK WITH ME BOOKS 
On sale at all the churches price £1. 
 
DONATIONS  
We acknowledge anonymous donations of £20 for the Vocation 
Society of St Joseph’s, £50 from Our Lady of Montligeon Holy 
Souls in Purgatory Prayer Group and £500 for Mary’s Meals. 
 
READINGS FOR SUNDAY 16th March  
1st: Genisis 15:5-12, 17-18.   Psalm: 26:1, 7-9, 13-14. 
2nd: Philippians 3:17-4:1 : Luke 9:28-36. 
 

  

 
 

 

EUCHARISTIC HEALING SERVICE:  
Each Sunday of Lent in St Brigid’s Church, Carnhill at 6pm, 
starting with Adoration and Confessions at 5pm.  
 
‘HEARING THE CALL TO BE PILGRIMS OF HOPE’ 
Wednesdays: 12, 19, 26 March, 2 April 7.30pm in the Emmaus 
Room, Pennyburn.  (Led by Thornhill Ministries) 
 
PRO-LIFE DAY 
Advancing the Culture of Life, Through Prayer, Love and 
Service.  With Bernadette Smyth of Precious Life, and 
the Franciscan Friars of the Renewal. Saturday 15th March 
from 10am - 4pm, at St Pio House, Galliagh.  Will 
include Mass and Adoration, Talks and Prayer.  Free 
admission.  Bring your own Lunch. 
 
 

PRAYER FOR VOCATIONS   
As we pray for the men attending the Vocations Retreat in Larne 
this weekend, we ask the Lord to bless all those who are 
discerning their vocation at this time. May God give them the 
grace to follow whatever path in life He wants them to take and, 
like Jesus in today's gospel, in times of temptation or trial, to 
draw courage and inspiration from the words of Scripture.  
 
SAVE THE DATE – LIFE SUMMER CAMP 
We will host summer camps for children who attend a school in 
our Parish and who have completed Primary 4 – Primary 7 in 
June 2025. Camps will be held in St Columb’s College, 14th-18th 
July and 21st – 25th July 2025. More details to follow.  
 
 

 
 
 

Last week’s Offertory Collection:    
St Patrick’s Church: £2,408 - St Brigid’s Church: £2,042 

St Joseph’s Church: £1,270.   Thank you for your continued generosity 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

CARE FOR CREATION   
‘Praise be to you, my Lord, through our sister, Mother Earth, 
who sustains and governs us, and who produces various fruit 
with coloured flowers and herbs.  This sister now cries out to us 
because of the harm we have inflicted on her by our 
irresponsible use and abuse of the goods with which God has 
endowed her.’ (LS  1-2).  Google Lent prayers and eco actions 
you can take:    Laudato Si Lent – Laudato Si Movement and 
click Get the 2025 Lent Calendar    
 
ST PAUL'S BOOKSHOP AND GIFTS 
Join us at 20 Shipquay Street (the former Veritas shop) on 
Friday 14 March as we celebrate the Grand Opening of St Paul’s 
Bookshop & Gifts.  Discover a beautiful selection of books, 
inspirational gifts, and unique treasures to nourish your faith and 
spirit, from 10am until 5pm.  We can't wait to welcome you! 
 
SHORT TERM PLEDGE FOR LENT 
Pope Francis has invited us this Lent to “journey in hope 
together”.  A short-term pledge is available for parishioners who 
wish to become a “pilgrim of hope” for people who are living 
under the shadow of addiction via  www.pioneerassociation.org 
 

Those considering giving up alcohol or drugs for lent, can also 
contact the sacristans at St Brigid’s or St Joseph’s Church or 
St Patrick’s Parish Office for the daily prayer and badge.  
 

A THEOLOGY COURSE FOR LENT  
An exploration into Theology - Reading the signs of the times: 
presented by Fr Brian Brady on the Tuesdays of Lent, at 7pm in 
St Eugene’s Cathedral Hall (just a few yards outside the 
cathedral ground).  Starts Tuesday 11th March.  All welcome. 
 

CHILDREN’S LITURGY   
Every Sunday, in our three Churches: 10.30am Mass in 
St Brigid’s Church, Carnhill; 9.45am, Mass in St Patrick’s 
Church, Pennyburn and 11am Mass in St Joseph’s Church, 
Galliagh. Children in P1-4 are invited to attend, where they will 
take part in an activity themed on Sunday’s Gospel. 
 

 
 

FIRST CONFESSION 
Primary 4 children from St Paul’s Primary School will make their 
First Confession on Tuesday 11th March at 2pm and children 
from St Therese’s Primary School on Thursday 13th at 1.30pm. 
 
CONFIRMATION 
The Primary 7 children from St Brigid’s Primary School will 
receive the Sacrament of Confirmation on Friday 14th  March at 
12 noon; and Greenhaw Primary School at 2pm. We ask you to 
remember them in your prayers. We welcome Fr McGrattan 
who will officiate. 
 

BLESSED SHAMROCK BOXES:  
At the St Patrick’s Day Mass(es) in our church(es), boxes of 
Blessed Shamrocks will be available at the entrance to the 
church and can be picked up on a ‘donation’ basis.  This is a 
fundraising appeal by the Cuan Mhuire Addiction Treatment 
Centres.  Sr Consillio founded Cuan Mhuire from humble 
beginnings in 1966, to help those suffering from addiction to 
alcohol, gambling, drugs etc.  Cuan Mhuire has now grown to 
become one of the leading treatment centres in Ireland, 
especially catering for the less-well-off, who need help. money 
raised from the Fundraiser will go directly to Cuan Mhuire.   
 
PILGRIMAGE LOURDES  4th -9th July 2025. Deposits and 
Savings scheme available on Thursdays at Holy Family Parish 
Office, Ballymagroarty from 10.30am-12noon. For further 
details contact Margaret 07732468511. 
Bank details:  BANK: AIB, Meadowbank, Derry.  SORT CODE 
93-80-25  ACCOUNT NUMBER  16225-072  ACCOUNT 
NAME: Derry Diocesan Lourdes Account  
 
PRIVACY NOTICE    
The Diocese of Derry complies with GDPR regulations, and a 
privacy notice is available on the Parish website or by contacting 
the Parish Office. Livestream and recordings of Mass and 
services in our Churches are available online. Please note that 
the front rows of seats are visible online. 

 
 
 
 

 

PARISH GROUPS & MEETINGS  
Monday  After 11am Mass  Holy Souls Prayer Group    Our Lady's Chapel, Galliagh  

1pm - 3pm   The Legion of Mary  Meeting Room, St Joseph’s Church, Galliagh  
7pm - 8.30pm  The Carnhill Folk Group  St. Brigid's Church, Carnhill  
7pm - 9pm  Woman's Craft Group  Kildare Room, Carnhill  

  

Tuesday After 11am Mass  Bible Study   Meeting Room, St Joseph’s Church, Galliagh  
After 11am Mass  Devotion to the Holy Face  Our Lady's Chapel, Galliagh  
11.30am - 2.30pm St. Pio's Café   St. Pio Centre, Galliagh  
7.30 - 8.30pm  Living Disciples / Bible Study St. Pio Centre, Galliagh (Br Shawn) 

  
Wednesday 7pm - 8pm  Bible Study     Upper Room, St. Brigid's Church, Carnhill   
  
Thursday 11.30am - 2.30pm St. Pio's Café   St. Pio Centre, Galliagh   
                                    5pm - 5.30pm 10.30am St. Brigid's Choir  St. Brigid's Church, Carnhill  

       7pm - 8pm  Holy Hour for the Unborn  Our Lady's Chapel, Galliagh  
   7.30pm - 8.30pm Youth Prayer Group   St. Pio Centre, Galliagh  
   8.15pm - 10pm  Be Still - Men's Prayer Group Our Lady's Chapel, Galliagh  

Saturday  11.30am - 12.30pm The God Club (for Teenagers) Kildare Room, Carnhill  
  

 

PARISH SCHEDULE  
ST PATRICK’S CHURCH, PENNYBURN  

Sunday Mass:    Vigil 6.15pm; 9.45am  
Weekday Mass:    Monday to Friday: 10am; Wednesday: 7pm  
Confessions:    Wednesday: 6.15pm - 6.45pm; Saturday: 5.15pm - 5.45pm  
Eucharistic Adoration:   Wednesday: 10.30am - 7pm  
Baptisms:    Saturday: 4.30pm; Sunday: 1.30pm  
  

ST BRIGID’S CHURCH, CARNHILL  
Sunday Mass:    Vigil 5pm; 10.30am & 12.30pm  
Weekday Mass:   Monday to Friday: 9.30am; Thursday: 7pm; Saturday: 11am  
Confessions:    Thursday: 6.15 - 6.45pm; Saturday after 11am Mass and 4pm - 4.30pm  
Eucharistic Adoration:   Daily: 8am - 8pm in the Adoration Chapel  
Baptisms:    Saturday: 3.30pm  
  

ST JOSEPH’S CHURCH, GALLIAGH  
Sunday Mass: 11am; 12.30pm (An tAifreann Naofa); 6.30pm  
Weekday Mass:    Monday to Friday: 11.00am; Tuesday: 7pm  
Confessions:  Tuesday: 6.15pm - 6.45pm; Sunday: 5.30pm - 6pm  
Eucharistic Adoration:   Tuesday: 11am - 7pm in Our Lady’s Chapel  
Baptisms:    Saturday: 3.30pm  

https://url.uk.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/oIxzCLv4MfwLqDTqhOTykj-8?domain=pioneerassociation.org

