
 
 

 

Fr Micheál McGavigan PP   –   Fr Sean O’Donnell CC   –   Fr Roni Zacharias CC 

Sunday 23rd March 2025 – Third Sunday of Lent 
 

The fig tree in the parable had not produced fruit for three years. The owner wanted to cut it down, but the gardener asked 
for more time. This shows that God is patient with us, giving us time to repent and improve. The gardener’s request for more 
time is a reminder that we are given chances to change. God does not give up on us easily. He waits for us to bear fruit in 
our lives. Bearing fruit means living out our faith through good actions. It is not enough to simply believe; we must also act 
on our beliefs. This includes helping others, being kind, and living according to God’s will. Reflecting on this parable during 
the 3rd Sunday of Lent Year C reminds us of God’s patience and our responsibility. We are called to use the time we are 
given wisely. By responding to God’s call and bearing fruit, we show our faith through our actions. 
 

 

 

REQUIESCANT IN PACE  
Kathleen McSheffrey, Drumleck Drive;  
Jonathon Harkin, Carnhill. 
 

BAPTISMS     
We welcome into the family of God infants: Dáire Nell Meenan; 
Layla Belle Deehan-Coyle; Rian Francis Murphy; 
Ruadhán Ollie Brown; Romee Lily Quigley. 
 

ANNIVERSARIES    
Rosaleen Wilkinson; Phyllis Logan; Rosie Parke; Eamon 
McDaid; Sean Quinton; Eamon Nolan; Anne Davis; Noella 
Hegarty; Bridie Tracey; Mannix McGuinness; Michaela 
McGinty; Jim & Celine Taylor; Katie Martin; Ethna & Ned 
O’Leary; Dolly Cathcart; Georgie Murray; Eddie McAteer. 
 

READINGS FOR SUNDAY 30th MARCH  
1st: Joshua 5:9-12.  Psalm: 33:2-7, R/v9.2  
2nd 2 Corinthians 5:17-21.   Gospel:  Luke 15:1-3, 11-32. 
 

EUCHARISTIC HEALING SERVICE:  
Each Sunday of Lent in St Brigid’s Church, Carnhill at 6pm, 
starting with Adoration and Confessions at 5pm. 
 

‘HEARING THE CALL TO BE PILGRIMS OF HOPE’ 
Wednesdays: 19, 26 March, 2 April 7.30pm in the Emmaus 
Room, Pennyburn.  (Led by Thornhill Ministries)  
 

OUR LADY OF MONTLIGEON PRAYER GROUP 
There will be a meeting of the Holy Souls in Purgatory 
Prayer Group in Termonbacca on Wednesday 26th March from 
12:30- 1:30pm. 

 
 

PRAYER FOR VOCATIONS   
In our first reading this weekend God calls Moses to lead His 
people from exile into the Promised Land. We pray for those 
being called by God today to lead His people in the ways of faith 
as priests of the diocese of Derry.   
 
REGISTER NOW – LIFE SUMMER CAMP 
We will host summer camps for children who attend a school in 
our Parish and who have completed Primary 4 – Primary 7 in 
June 2025. Camps will be held in St Columb’s College, 14th-18th 
July and 21st – 25th July 2025. Cost £40 per week. Registration 
details are on the Parish Facebook Page. 
 

PARISH OFFERTORY ENVELOPES  
Available from this weekend. They can be collected from St 
Brigid’s Church, Carnhill, St Joseph’s Church, Galliagh and in 
the Emmaus Room, Pennyburn, after weekend and 10am 
Masses. Please consider a regular online donation / standing 
order – details below.  
 

CONFIRMATION 
Please remember in your prayers the children from Ardnashee 
School and College who will receive the Sacrament of 
Confirmation in St Joseph’s Church on Friday 28th March at 
2pm.  We welcome Bishop McKeown who will officiate. 
 

DIOCESAN PILGRIMAGE TO LOURDES   
4th -9th July 2025. Deposits and Savings scheme available on 
Thursdays at Holy Family Parish Office, Ballymagroarty from 
10.30am-12noon. For further details contact Margaret 
07732468511. 

 

 
 

LAST WEEK’S OFFERTORY COLLECTION 
St Patrick’s Church: £1,964 - St Brigid’s Church: £1,893 

St Joseph’s Church: £1,185.   Thank you for your continued generosity. 
HOLY PLACES COLLECTION: £2420 

BANK DETAILS FOR ONLINE DONATIONS: Sort Code: 95-06-79 A/C No: 60320021 

 

 

 

 



CARE FOR CREATION   
The divine and the human meet in the slightest detail in the 
seamless garment of God’s creation, in the last speck of dust in 
our planet.’   (LS 9) The Care for Creation group invites you to 
attend a talk in the Emmaus Room, Pennyburn, on Thursday 
27th March at 7.30pm. The speaker will give a presentation on 
the experience of climate change among her community in the 
Central American country of Guatemala. The Care for Creation 
group can be contacted through the Parish Office. 
 
CHILDREN’S LITURGY    
Every Sunday, in our three Churches: 10.30am Mass in 
St Brigid’s Church, Carnhill; 9.45am, Mass in St Patrick’s 
Church, Pennyburn and 11am Mass in St Joseph’s Church, 
Galliagh. Children in P1-4 are invited to attend, where they will 
take part in an activity themed on Sunday’s Gospel. 
 
EUCHARISTIC ADORATION   
Calling all Adorers of the Blessed Sacrament in the Derry 
Diocese to the National Eucharistic Adoration Pilgrimage to 
Knock on Sunday 6th April.  Ring to enquire or book a 
seat:  +4477 0912 5696 or +4477 3887 3492  Full Bus details 
on www.eucharisticadoration.ie    
 
SILENT RETREAT 
From Friday 28th- Sunday 30th March Fr Stephen Quinn OCD 
will lead a weekend silent retreat. The weekend costs £90 which 
includes all meals and accommodation. It is open to everyone. 
For queries/booking contact Aoife on 02871262512 or email 
termonbaccaderry@gmail.com 
 
TERMONBACCA PILGRIMAGE 
Fr Stephen Quinn OCD will lead a pilgrimage to Krakow and 
Wroclaw from 17th-24th September 2025. The price is £1079 per 
person sharing. For further information please contact Joe 
Walsh tours on 00353 12410800. 

FOYLE HOSPICE MAKE A WILL MONTH 
During the month of March local solicitors very kindly agree to 
waive their usual Will writing fee in return for a suggested £100 
donation to Foyle Hospice. A list of participating solicitors can 
be found at www.foylehospice.com or by calling Kathleen at the 
Foyle Hospice on 02871359888. 
 
ACCORD NI  
Is recruiting experienced practitioners for the Derry and 
Enniskillen centres, to train in the specialism of couple 
counselling. Successful applicants will follow an 18-day 
(9weekends) in person Certificate programme, (144 hours class 
contact), which will provide the clinical skills essential for safe 
and ethical couple’s work. Course fees paid and placement 
provided by Accord NI. For further information and to obtain an 
application form please email info@accord.ie. Closing date for 
receipt of applications 30/04/2025. Programme commences 
September 2025. 
 
VOLUNTEERING ROLE 
Independent Monitoring Board members are unpaid public 
appointees, appointed by ministers to provide independent 
oversight of what happens in places of detention. You will get to 
see and report on everything that happens behind the walls: 
what day-to-day life is like, whether there is enough education 
and training to help with rehabilitation, what support there is for 
the most vulnerable, how physical and mental health needs are 
met.  Visit: https://www.justice-ni.gov.uk/news/board-
opportunity-independent-monitoring-board-seeking-members   
 
PRIVACY NOTICE   
The Diocese of Derry complies with GDPR regulations, and a 
privacy notice is available on the Parish website or by contacting 
the Parish Office. Livestream and recordings of Mass and 
services in our Churches are available online. Please note that 
the front rows of seats are visible online. 

PARISH GROUPS & MEETINGS  
Monday  After 11am Mass  Holy Souls Prayer Group    Our Lady's Chapel, Galliagh  

1pm - 3pm   The Legion of Mary  Meeting Room, St Joseph’s Church, Galliagh  
7pm - 8.30pm  The Carnhill Folk Group  St. Brigid's Church, Carnhill  
7pm - 9pm  Woman's Craft Group  Kildare Room, Carnhill  

  

Tuesday After 11am Mass  Bible Study   Meeting Room, St Joseph’s Church, Galliagh  
After 11am Mass  Devotion to the Holy Face  Our Lady's Chapel, Galliagh  
11.30am - 2.30pm St. Pio's Café   St. Pio Centre, Galliagh  
7.30 - 8.30pm  Living Disciples / Bible Study St. Pio Centre, Galliagh (Br Shawn) 

  
Wednesday 7pm - 8pm  Bible Study     Upper Room, St. Brigid's Church, Carnhill   
  
Thursday 11.30am - 2.30pm St. Pio's Café   St. Pio Centre, Galliagh   
                             5pm - 5.30pm              10.30am St. Brigid's Choir  St. Brigid's Church, Carnhill  

7pm - 8pm  Holy Hour for the Unborn  Our Lady's Chapel, Galliagh  
7.30pm - 8.30pm              Youth Prayer Group   St. Pio Centre, Galliagh  
8.15pm - 10pm  Be Still - Men's Prayer Group Our Lady's Chapel, Galliagh 
  

Saturday  11.30am - 12.30pm The God Club (for Teenagers) Kildare Room, Carnhill  
  

 

PARISH SCHEDULE  
ST PATRICK’S CHURCH, PENNYBURN  

Sunday Mass:    Vigil 6.15pm; 9.45am  
Weekday Mass:    Monday to Friday: 7.15am; 10am; Wednesday: 7pm  
Confessions:    Wednesday: 6.15pm - 6.45pm; Saturday: 5.15pm - 5.45pm  
Eucharistic Adoration:   Wednesday: 10.30am - 7pm  
Baptisms:    Saturday: 4.30pm; Sunday: 1.30pm  
  

ST BRIGID’S CHURCH, CARNHILL  
Sunday Mass:    Vigil 5pm; 10.30am & 12.30pm  
Weekday Mass:   Monday to Friday: 9.30am & 12.30pm; Thursday: 7pm; Saturday: 11am  
Confessions:    Thursday: 6.15 - 6.45pm; Saturday after 11am Mass and 4pm - 4.30pm  
Eucharistic Adoration:   Daily: 8am - 8pm in the Adoration Chapel  
Baptisms:    Saturday: 3.30pm  
  

ST JOSEPH’S CHURCH, GALLIAGH  
Sunday Mass: 11am; 12.30pm (An tAifreann Naofa); 6.30pm  
Weekday Mass:    Monday to Friday: 11.00am; Tuesday: 7pm  
Confessions:  Tuesday: 6.15pm - 6.45pm; Sunday: 5.30pm - 6pm  
Eucharistic Adoration:   Tuesday: 11am - 7pm in Our Lady’s Chapel  
Baptisms:    Saturday: 3.30pm  
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