
  
 

Fr Micheál McGavigan PP   –   Fr Sean O’Donnell CC   –   Fr Roni Zacharias CC 

Sunday 24th August 2025 – Twenty-First Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

 

Today’s reading from the prophet Isaiah is a powerful declaration of God’s universal call. Isaiah envisions a time when God’s 
glory will be revealed not just to Israel, but to all nations. God’s love is expansive, not exclusive. The reading challenges us 
to embrace diversity within the Church. It invites us to see every person as a potential bear of God’s glory.  The second 
reading (Hebrews 12:5-7, 11-13) reminds us that discipline is not punishment, but a sign of love. Just as a parent corrects a 
child to help them grow, God allows trials to shape us into stronger more faithful disciples. 
 

REQUIESCANT IN PACE 
Jim Sheerin, Leafair Gardens; Laura O’Malley, Ardnamoyle 
Park; Yvonne Doherty, Woodland Avenue; Eileen Johnson, 
Farren Park; Neill McCafferty, The Meadows; Michael Moore, 
Barry Street. 
 

BAPTISMS     
We welcome into the family of God:    
Ayla Grace Noble; Aaliyah Marie Deery; Cole Charles Bradley. 
 

ANNIVERSARIES 
Bosco Heaney; Charles Crossan; James & Jean McCauley; 
Mary Ann Carlin; Margaret Yates; Henry Bryson: Pearse 
Donnelly; Rosaleen Barnett; Peter Curran; Sarah Sweeney; 
Christine Sheehan; Davy McLaughlin; Robin Kane; Joe & Ella 
Norris; Sinead Robertson: Eugene Crawford; Louise Nash. 
 

CONGRATULATIONS 
We congratulate Katiemarie O’Halloran & Ciaran McBride, who 
celebrated the Sacrament of Matrimony recently. 
 

READINGS FOR SUNDAY 31st AUGUST 
1st: Eccles (Sir) 3:17-20, 28-29. Psalm: 67:4-7, 10-11, R/ cf v11 
2nd: Hebrews 12:18-19, 22-24. Gospel:  Luke 14:1, 7-14. 
 

24 HOURS OF PRAYER AND REFLECTION FOR GAZA 
Sunday 24 August.  Light a candle in your family home or local 
Church, attend Mass, spend time before the Blessed 
Sacrament, pray the Rosary, make some small personal 
penance or sacrifice, and on that day let the light of hope radiate 
out from the island of Ireland for peace in Gaza and for the future 
of its people.  “Christ is not absent from Gaza.  He is there, 
crucified in the wounded, buried under rubble and yet present 
in every act of mercy, every candle in the darkness, every hand 
extended to the suffering.” 
 

BISHOP EDWARD DALY – A MAN FOR ALL SEASONS 
2025 Exhibition celebrates the life, influence, work and legacy 
of Bishop Edward Daly is now open at St Eugene’s Cathedral 
and runs until 28 August. Exhibition times are Monday - 
Saturday from 10.30am to 4.00pm in the Conference Room 
above the Sacristy. Everyone is welcome. 
 

ACN PILGRIMAGE TO KNOCK 
Papal charity Aid to the Church in Need Ireland invites people 
to join their national pilgrimage to Knock Shrine on Saturday 
August 30, to highlight the plight of Christians who suffer 
persecution for their faith in many parts of the world. Mass is in 
the basilica at 3pm – all welcome. See www.acnireland.org. 
 

LIFE IN THE SPIRIT SEMINAR 
6 & 7 September 2025, 10.30am to 3pm with Fr Eammon Kelly. 
Pastoral Centre, Claudy. Registration on arrival. Fee: Donation. 
Refreshments provided but can bring a packed lunch. 
What is Life in the Spirit? It is an opportunity to deepen in your 
faith and to activate the gifts of the Holy Spirit you received in 
the Sacrament of Baptism. The Holy Spirit wants to be part of 
your life and to bring you to a new awareness of His presence. 
Come along and hear how his can be possible. 
 

VOCATIONS “COME AND SEE” EVENT 
Anyone considering a vocation to the priesthood is invited to an 
afternoon of prayer and discussion organised by the diocesan 
vocations team on Sunday 24 August. Mass in St Columb's 
Church, Waterside, at 12:30pm, followed by refreshments in the 
parish hall. Bishop McKeown hopes to attend, along with 
several priests and seminarians. The afternoon will end at 6pm.  
 

SIMPLE FAMILY PRAYER BOOK 
This Sunday begins Psalter Week 1. 

LAST WEEK’S OFFERTORY COLLECTION 
St Patrick’s Church: £1,998 - St Brigid’s Church: £2,905 - St Joseph’s Church: £1,345 

2nd Collection (Maintenance & Pastoral Outreach): £800 
Thank you for your continued generosity. 

BANK DETAILS FOR ONLINE DONATIONS: A/C Name: The Parish of the Three Patrons  
Sort Code: 95-06-79 A/C No: 60320021 

 

 
 



 

PRAYER FOR VOCATIONS 
We pray that the men who sense that the Lord is calling them to 
serve the Church as priests of the diocese will respond 
positively to the Response to our Psalm this weekend: “Go out 
to the whole world; proclaim the Good News!” 
 
CARE FOR CREATION 
Together with our obligation to use the earth’s goods 
responsibly, we are called to recognise that other living beings 
have a value of their own in God’s eyes: ‘by their mere existence 
they bless him and give him glory’ and indeed, ‘the Lord rejoices 
in all his works’ (Ps 104:31). By virtue of our unique dignity and 
our gift of intelligence, we are called to respect creation and its 
inherent laws, for ‘the Lord of wisdom founded the earth’ 
(Prov.3:19). (LS, 69). The Care for Creation Environmental 
Group can be contacted through the Parish Office. 
 
MASTERS IN CATHOLIC SCHOOL LEADERSHIP 
The Derry Diocesan Catechetical Centre, working in 
Partnership with Saint Mary’s University, Twickenham, offers 
the Masters in Catholic School Leadership. This is a post 
graduate degree dedicated to the professional development and 
spiritual formation of Catholic school leaders. It is a great 
opportunity for those currently in leadership roles and those who 
aspire to, or have an interest in, leadership roles within the 
Catholic School system. If you are interested in registering for 
the Masters in September 2025 or require any further 
information, please contact the Derry Diocesan Catechetical 
Centre on 004428 71264087 or email tferry@derrydiocese.org 
 
CARING FOR PEOPLE LIVING WITH DEMENTIA 
On Wednesday 24 September Ards Friary is holding a day of 
emotional support and sharing for those caring for people living 
with dementia. This day will be led by Caroline Brown, facilitator, 
trainer and ex carer. Beginning at 10.30am and finishing at 
4.00pm, it will include tea/coffee and a light lunch. Cost €50. For 
bookings contact Ards Friary, T: 0(0353)74 913 8909 or E: 
info@ardsfriary.ie. For more information contact Caroline at 
carolinebrown268@gmail.com. 
  

 

BUNCRANA PARISH GARDEN FETE 
The Annual Buncrana Parish Garden Fete will take place this 
afternoon (24th August) in the grounds of Scoil Mhuire, 
Buncrana from 3pm-6pm. A fun family day with Bouncy Castles, 
Children’s Races, Quad Train ride, Mini-Digger Challenges, 
Tractor Reversing Competition, Rickety Wheel, Bingo, Jiving 
Competition, Ice-Cream van, Hot Food Van, Dog Show and 
much more! Come along and enjoy a lovely afternoon. Our 
Parish Mega Draw will take place on the day with a top prize of 
€50,000. Tickets are €100 available on the day (cash only). 
 
SAVE THE DATE 
Abide in His Love Women’s Conference Nov 21-23. The Great 
Northern Hotel, Bundoran Co. Donegal. An Amazing event for 
women exploring the beauty & gift of their feminine identity in 
Christ. Guest Speakers include Sr. Mary Madeline Todd OP 
(USA), Megan Madden from ‘A Mother’s Lace’ (USA/UK), Fr. 
Barry Braum, Fr. Mark Wharton (UK), Fr. Francesco Mary 
Gavazzi, CFR, the Nashville Dominican sisters, & Mass with 
Archbishop Eamon Martin. More speakers to be announced. 
Check out Eventbrite for tickets & more information. Not to be 
missed!  Eventbrite -  https://www.eventbrite.com/e/abide-in-
his-love-womens-conference-2025-tickets-
1283997654549?aff=ebdssbcategorybrowse 
  
SAFEGUARDING 
If you have any concerns with regard to the Safeguarding of 
Children or vulnerable adults within the Church, please contact 
Marie Gormley, the Diocesan Designated Liaison Peron (DLP) 
on 07596500793 or at marie.gormley@derrydiocese.org or 
contact the PSNI (Police Service of Northern Ireland) 101 or 
Social Services: Gateway Services, Western HSC Trust, 
02871314090 and ask for the Duty Social Worker.  
 
PRIVACY NOTICE 
Is available on the parish website: threepatrons.org. 
Please note that the first rows of seats in each Church are 
visible on the Parish Webcams.  
 

 
 

PARISH GROUPS & MEETINGS (SUMMER)  
Monday  After 11am Mass  Holy Souls Prayer Group   Our Lady's Chapel, Galliagh  

1pm - 3pm   The Legion of Mary  Meeting Room, St Joseph’s Church, Galliagh  
7pm - 9pm  Woman's Craft Group  Kildare Room, Carnhill  

  

Tuesday After 11am Mass  Devotion to the Holy Face  Our Lady's Chapel, Galliagh  
11.30am - 2.30pm St. Pio's Café   St. Pio Centre, Galliagh  
7.30 - 8.30pm  Living Disciples / Bible Study St. Pio Centre, Galliagh 

  
Thursday 11.30am - 2.30pm St. Pio's Café   St. Pio Centre, Galliagh 

7pm - 8pm  Holy Hour for the Unborn  Our Lady's Chapel, Galliagh  
7.30pm - 8.30pm              Youth Prayer Group   St. Pio Centre, Galliagh  
8.15pm - 10pm  Be Still - Men's Prayer Group Our Lady's Chapel, Galliagh  

 

PARISH SCHEDULE (SUMMER) 

ST PATRICK’S CHURCH, PENNYBURN  
Sunday Mass:    Vigil 6.15pm; 9.45am  
Weekday Mass:    Monday to Friday: 10.00am. 
Confessions:    Saturday: 5.15pm – 6.00pm  
Baptisms:    Saturday: 4.30pm; Sunday: 1.30pm   

 

ST BRIGID’S CHURCH, CARNHILL  
Sunday Mass:    Vigil 5pm; 10.30am & 12.30pm  
Weekday Mass:   Monday to Friday: 9.30am; Saturday: 11.00am  
Confessions:    Saturday after 11.00am Mass and 4pm - 4.45pm  
Eucharistic Adoration:   Daily: 8.00am – 8.00pm in the Adoration Chapel  
Baptisms:    Saturday: 3.30pm   

 

ST JOSEPH’S CHURCH, GALLIAGH  
Sunday Mass: 11.00am; 12.30pm (An tAifreann Naofa); 6.30pm  
Weekday Mass:    Monday to Friday: 11.00am 
Confessions:  Sunday: 5.30pm – 6.15pm  
Eucharistic Adoration:   Tuesday: 11.30am – 7.00pm in Our Lady’s Chapel  
Baptisms:    Saturday: 3.30pm  
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