
 
 

Fr Micheál McGavigan PP   –   Fr Roni Zacharias CC –   Fr Stephen Ward CC    

Sunday 14th December 2024 – Third Sunday of Advent – Gaudete Sunday 
 

 

Gaudete Sunday is celebrated today, marking the third Sunday of Advent.  It is a day of joy and celebration during the Advent 
Season.  This Sunday serves as a reminder of the joy that comes with the anticipation of Christ’s birth.  It is characterised by a shift 
in the liturgical colour from violet to rose. Gaudete Sunday is a beautiful opportunity for us to pause and rejoice in the hope and joy 
that the Advent season brings, preparing our hearts for the celebration of Christmas. 
                                                                                                                      “Be strong and do not fear! Behold, our God will come.” 

 

REQUIESCANT IN PACE 
We offer our sympathies to the family and friends of:  
Keith Powell, Elaghmore Park; Betty Simms, Knockalla Park; 
Helen Lyttle, Thorndale; John Hasson, Carnhill; Mary Bradley, 
Talbot Park. 
 

BAPTISMS     
We welcome into the family of God:   
Lilah Annie Marie Doherty 
  

ANNIVERSARIES 
Sam McClure; Bridie Harvey; Rose Moran; Frank McGinley; 
Con McCaul; Laurence Hamilton; Sandra Walsh; Jackie Dalton; 
Brian McLaughlin; Nora Mullan; Maureen Harvey; 
Bridie Sharkey; Grace McBrearty; Majella Martin; 
Sean Moynihan; Samuel & Teresa Ferry.  
 

READINGS FOR SUNDAY 21st DECEMBER 
1st:  Isaiah 7:10-14.  Psalm 23:1-6, R/ cf vv7, 10. 
2nd: Romans 1:1-7. Gospel: Matthew 1:18-24. 
 

THREE PATRONS PARISH 2026 CALENDARS 
On Sale at the Parish Offices and before and after Mass in the 
Parish Sacristies.  Price £3. 
 

THREE PATRONS PARISH MASS BOUQUETS 
On Sale at the Parish Offices and before and after Mass in the 
Sacristies, price £2.  Your prayer intentions will be included at 
Mass on Christmas Morning. 
 

SIMPLE FAMILY PRAYER BOOK 
This Sunday begins psalter week 3.  
 

VISITATION OF THE SICK & HOUSEBOUND 
Fr Roni will visit the sick and housebound in his care on 
Thursday 18th and Friday 19th December. 
 

 

MASS & RECEPTION FOR PARISH VOLUNTEERS 
A mass will be held on Friday 19th December at 10am in 
St Patrick’s Church, Pennyburn. It will be offered in thanksgiving 
for the many volunteers who keep our vibrant parish life going. 
Light refreshments will be served in the Emmaus Room 
afterwards. This is open to all sacristans, cleaners, readers, 
Eucharistic ministers, counters, collectors, baptism team, 
children’s liturgy leaders, florists and others. 
 

ADVENT HEALING SERVICE 
Beginning with Evening Prayer at 5pm for the 4 Sundays of 
Advent in St Brigid’s Church, Carnhill.   All welcome. 
 

ANNUAL NOVENA TO OUR LADY OF PERPETUAL HELP 
The Novena continues every Tuesday at 7pm, in St Joseph’s 
Church, Galliagh and concludes this Tuesday 16th December 
with a Penitential Service and confessions for Christmas. 
 

CHILDREN’S LITURGY 
Every Sunday in our three Churches: 9.45am Mass in 
St Patrick’s Church, Pennyburn; 10.30am Mass in St Brigid’s 
Church, Carnhill and 11am Mass in St Joseph’s Church, 
Galliagh. Children in P1-4 are invited to attend, where they will 
take part in an activity themed on Sunday’s Gospel.  
 

UNIVERSITY OF ULSTER CHOIR 
Presents Seasonal Songs and Carols on Tuesday 16th 
December at 7.30pm in St Patrick’s Church, Pennyburn. 
Admission free with retiring collection.  
 

WEDNESDAY ADORATION IN PENNYBURN 
Weekly Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament will be held in the 
Emmaus Room throughout the winter.  It begins after the 10am 
Mass and runs until 4pm.  Please never leave the Blessed 
Sacrament unattended. 
 

LAST WEEK’S OFFERTORY COLLECTION 
St Patrick’s Church: £2,435 - St Brigid’s Church: £2,465 - St Joseph’s Church: £1,221 

2nd Collection (Maintenance & Pastoral Outreach): £997 
Thank you for your continued generosity. 

BANK DETAILS FOR ONLINE DONATIONS: A/C Name: The Parish of the Three Patrons  
Sort Code: 95-06-79 A/C No: 60320021 

 



 

CARE FOR CREATION 
A few urgent questions in the midst of all the pre-Christmas 
hustle and bustle.  How do we keep the commandments to love 
God and one another?  How can we care for our world and for 
our sisters and brothers who are vulnerable.  How can we speak 
up and act in the cause of justice for people and planet alike?  
 

The Care for Creation Environmental Group can be contacted 
through the Parish Office. 
 
PRAYER FOR VOCATIONS 
For our seminarians and all those who will be the future priests 
of our diocese, that they will be prophetic proclaimers of the 
Good News of God's liberating love revealed in the person of 
Jesus Christ.  
 
TRÓCAIRE 'GIFTS OF CHANGE'  
Gifts that transform lives, bringing real hope and opportunities 
to families and communities living in poverty. There are 24 Gifts 
to choose from starting at £5 for the 'Gift of Soap' for families in 
war-torn South Sudan. All the gifts are real items, sourced in-
country which go to families in need of our support. You can buy 
a Gift and help change lives this Christmas by going online at 
www.trocaire.org/gifts, calling 0800 912 1200 or visiting our 
office at 60 Berry Street, Belfast, BT1 1FJ.  
 
ORDER OF MALTA 
Christmas Crib Box Appeal for 2025 in aid of the Order of Malta’s 
Holy Family Hospital in Bethlehem. There will be a collection 
box at the crib to accept cash donations. There is also a QR 
code on the poster to allow people to make direct donations via 
mobile phones to the Order of Malta Ireland’s national appeal. 
 

 

CHILDREN IN CROSSFIRE ADVENT APPEAL 2025 
As Christmas fast approaches, Children in Crossfire would like 
to thank all the parishioners who have already supported our 
Advent Appeal. If you would like to donate, packs are still 
available from the church porch.   You can donate directly or 
return via the chapel in the New Year.  
 

ACCORD DERRY MARRIAGE PREPARATION WORKSHOPS  

January to June 2026 courses are now online for booking at 
www.accordni.com.  Please note that Accord Derry will NOT be 
facilitating courses during July or August. 
 

DERRY DIOCESAN PILGRIMAGE TO LOURDES 2026 
Monday 29 June to Friday 3 July (4 nights) ex City of Derry 
Airport.  The Pilgrimage office will open for bookings on 
Saturday 17 January 2026 at 11am. However, Gift Vouchers to 
any value are now available (Monday to Thursday) from the 
Diocesan Pastoral Centre, 164 Bishop Street. 
 

SEAN DAVIS SOCCER ACADEMY 
This 2-day indoor fun soccer academy at Templemore Sports 
Complex from Monday 29th to Tuesday 30th    December. For 
boys and girls aged 5 to 18 years.  From 10am to 3pm daily.  
For further details Tel. Sean Davis on 07787791880.  
 

SAFEGUARDING 
If you have any concerns with regard to the Safeguarding of 
Children or vulnerable adults within the Church, please contact 
Marie O’Kane, the Diocesan Designated Liaison Peron (DLP) 
on 07596500793 or at dlp@derrydiocese.org  
 

PRIVACY NOTICE 
Is available on the parish website: threepatrons.org 
 

 

 

PARISH GROUPS & MEETINGS  
Monday  After 11am Mass  Holy Souls Prayer Group   Our Lady's Chapel, Galliagh  

1pm – 2.30pm   Legion of Mary   Meeting Room, St Joseph’s Church, Galliagh  
7pm – 8.30pm  Carnhill Folk Group  St Brigid’s Church, Carnhill 
7pm - 9pm  Woman's Craft Group  Kildare Room, Carnhill  

  

Tuesday After 11am Mass  Devotion to the Holy Face  Our Lady's Chapel, Galliagh  
11.30am - 2.30pm St. Pio's Café   St Pio Centre, Galliagh  
12.00pm – 1.00pm Reflection on Sunday Scriptures St Pio Centre, Galliagh 
7.30pm  - 9.30pm  Living Disciples / Bible Study St Pio Centre, Galliagh 

  
Thursday 11.30am - 2.30pm St. Pio's Café   St. Pio Centre, Galliagh 
  4.45pm – 5.30pm  St Brigid’s Youth Choir  St Brigid’s Church, Carnhill 

7pm - 8pm  Holy Hour for the Unborn  Our Lady's Chapel, Galliagh  
7pm – 8pm  Genesis & Church Teaching Kildare Room, Carnhill 
7.30pm - 8.30pm              Youth Prayer Group   St. Pio Centre, Galliagh  
8.15pm - 10pm  Be Still - Men's Prayer Group Our Lady's Chapel, Galliagh 
 

Friday  11.30am-12.30pm Divine Mercy Prayer Group Our Lady’s Chapel, Galliagh 
 

Saturday 11.30am – 12.30pm God Club   Kildare Room, Carnhill 
 
 

 

 

PARISH SCHEDULE 
 

ST PATRICK’S CHURCH, PENNYBURN  
Sunday Mass:    Vigil 6.15pm; 9.45am  
Weekday Mass:    Monday to Friday: 10.00am; Wednesday: 7pm 
Confessions:    Wednesday: 6.15pm – 6.45pm; Saturday: 5.15pm – 6.00pm  
Eucharistic Adoration:  Wednesday: 10.30am – 4pm in the Emmaus Room 
Baptisms:    Saturday: 4.30pm; Sunday: 1.30pm  
  

ST BRIGID’S CHURCH, CARNHILL  
Sunday Mass:    Vigil 5pm; 10.30am & 12.30pm  
Weekday Mass:   Monday to Friday: 9.30am; Thursday: 7pm; Saturday: 11.00am  
Confessions:    Thursday: 6.15 – 6.45pm; Saturday after 11.00am Mass and 4pm - 4.45pm  
Eucharistic Adoration:   Daily: 8.00am – 8.00pm in St Carlo Acutis Chapel  
Baptisms:    Saturday: 3.30pm   

 

ST JOSEPH’S CHURCH, GALLIAGH  
Sunday Mass: 11.00am; 12.30pm (An tAifreann Naofa); 6.30pm  
Weekday Mass:    Monday to Friday: 11.00am; Tuesday: 7pm 
Confessions:  Tuesday: 6.15pm – 6.45pm; Sunday: 5.30pm – 6.15pm  
Eucharistic Adoration:   Tuesday: 11.30am – 7.00pm in Our Lady’s Chapel  
Baptisms:    Saturday: 3.30pm  

https://url.uk.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/PY_6C5RYJCR4gQS8ukFk-L6e?domain=trocaire.org
http://www.accordni.com/
mailto:marie.gormley@derrydiocese.org

