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PARISH NEWSLETTER

T: 028 7126 2360  E: threepatrons@derrydiocese.org W threepatrons.org
Fr Michedl McGavigan PP - Fr Roni Zacharias CC — Fr Stephen Ward CC

Sunday 18t January 2026 — Second Sunday in Ordinary Time

This Sunday’s readings invite us to look again at who Jesus is for us in the ordinary moments of life. In the Gospel, John the Baptist
points to Jesus and says, “Look, there is the Lamb of God.” It is a gentle image. A lamb speaks not of force or drama, but of quiet
faithfulness and self-giving love. Often, when life becomes difficult, we turn to the great moments of Jesus’ suffering — the desert,
Gethsemane, the cross — and we find comfort there. But today we are reminded that Jesus’ solidarity with us did not begin and end
with those dramatic moments. His whole life was immersed in our human experience. He knew weariness, misunderstanding,
rejection, and the small daily frustrations that can slowly drain our joy. When Jesus stepped into the waters of the Jordan, he chose
to stand fully with fragile humanity. Though without sin, he shared our condition completely, showing us that God is present not only
in life’s breaking points, but also in its wearing points. The psalm gives us a simple response: “Here | am, Lord; | come to do your
will.” It is a prayer for everyday faith — for trusting God in the small moments, as well as the big ones. As we move through the week

ahead, may we remember that Christ, the Lamb of God, walks beside us in all things, and understands our lives from the inside.

REQUIESCANT IN PACE

We offer our sympathies to the family and friends of:

Patrick McGuinness, St Brigid’s Ave; Bobby Dennis, Temple Pk;
Audrey Doherty, 35 Fortwilliam Terrace.

ANNIVERSARIES

Betty McGrory; Laura Ashford; Alice Barr; Mary Swift; Andrew
Doherty; Mary Ralphs; Sean Gallagher; Charlie Nixon; Paul
Loughrey; Joyce Hart; Bridie Meehan; Mary Nicholl; James
Boyle; Michael Duffy; Ciaran Donohoe; Kevin O’Donnell; Eddie
Gallagher; Jack McElhinney; Jackie Tyre; Kevin Brown;
Charleen Griffiths; Raymond Ferry; Marian McTiernan; Donal
Devlin; Brian McCallion; William Hamilton; Jim Flood.

READINGS FOR SUNDAY 25t JANUARY 2026
1st: Isaiah 8:23-9:3. Psalm: 26:1, 4, 13-14, R/v1.1
2": 1:10-13,17. Gospel: Matthew 4:12-23.

CHILDREN’S LITURGY

Every Sunday in our three Churches: 9.45am Mass in
St Patrick’'s Church, Pennyburn; 10.30am Mass in St Brigid’s
Church, Carnhill and 11am Mass in St Joseph’'s Church,
Galliagh. Children in P1-4 are invited to attend, where they will
take part in an activity themed on Sunday’s Gospel.

ST BRIGID’S JUNIOR CHOIR

Would like to thank all those at the 10.30am Mass who
contributed £1,650 + gift aid to Mary’s Meals. This will feed and
educate over 100 children over the coming year.

LIFE IN THE SPIRIT SEMINARS

The Three Patrons Parish are hosting Life in the Spirit seminars
on Tuesday evenings, running for seven weeks at 7.30pm in
St Pio House, beside St Joseph’s Church, Galliagh. This week’s
speaker is Fr John Keane. All are welcome — please come along
and bring a friend.

SIMPLE FAMILY PRAYER BOOK
This Sunday begins psalter week 2.

CONFIRMATION PREPARATION MASSES

Sat 17/1/2026, 5pm, St Brigid’s — Greenhaw PS

Sun 18/1/2026, 9.45am, St Patrick’s — St Patrick’s PS
Sun 18/1/2026, 10.30am, St Brigid’s — St Brigid’s PS
Sun 18/1/2026, 11am St Joseph’s — St Paul's PS &
St Therese’s PS.

THE GOD CLUB IS BACK!!

If you are 13-18 years old and keen to know more about your
Catholic faith, join us on Saturdays, 11.30-12.30, the Kildare
Room, Carnhill.

ROSARY ON THE COAST
This Sunday, 18" Jan, in Benone Beach at 3pm. All welcome.

WEEK OF PRAYER FOR CHRISTIAN UNITY 2026

The City Centre Churches are holding a Walking Service on
Monday 19 January, starting at St Augustine’s Church on the
Walls at 7pm, finishing at Carlisle Road Methodist Church, an
hour later, with light refreshments. Everyone welcome.

LAST WEEK’S OFFERTORY COLLECTION
St Patrick’s Church: £1,644 - St Brigid’s Church: £2,287 - St Joseph’s Church: £1,085
2" Collection (Maintenance & Pastoral Outreach): £982
Thank you for your continued generosity.
BANK DETAILS FOR ONLINE DONATIONS: A/C Name: The Parish of the Three Patrons
Sort Code: 95-06-79 A/C No: 60320021
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VOCATIONS RETREAT WEEKEND

For anyone (18+) interested in the diocesan priesthood there
will be a retreat in Drumalis Retreat Centre, Larne on Friday 6 -
Sunday 8 March 2026. Please contact the Diocesan Vocations
Director, Fr Pat O'Hagan, at pgoh2111@gmail.com to register.

AL-ANON FAMILY GROUPS CAN HELP

It's easy to see what alcohol is doing to the drinker but can you
see what it is doing to you? Do you worry about how much
someone else drinks? - Do you tell lies to cover up for someone
else’s drinking? - Are you afraid to upset someone for fear that
it will set off a drinking bout? Do you feel that if the drinker loves
you, he would stop drinking to please you? - Do you feel like a
failure because you can’t stop the drinking? - Do you make
threats such as “If you don’t stop drinking, I'll leave you “? Do
you feel angry, confused or depressed most of the time? For
further information contact the Al Anon confidential helpline on
0800 0086 811 or email helpline@al-anonuk.org.uk
alternatively, tel 028 9068 2368.

PILGRIMAGE TO FATIMA

Flying Direct from Belfast International. 7 nights F/B Avenida
Hotel 14th/21st August. Convenient flight times. Spiritual
Director Fr Andrew McMahon PP. £845pps, deposit secures.
For further information contact Joe Catney 07776425631

MARRIAGE ENRICHMENT WEEKEND

Friday 20th to Sunday 22nd March 2026 at St. Mary’s Retreat
Centre, Knock, Co. Mayo, we support married couples in their
Sacrament of Matrimony by offering them a sacred space to
deepen their relationship, renew their commitment, and grow
together through reflection, prayer, and dialogue. For further
details or to book: www.marriageencounter.ie

CARE FOR CREATION

We need to see that what is at stake is our own dignity. Leaving
an inhabitable planet to future generations is, first and foremost,
up to us. (LS 160). The Care for Creation Environmental
Group can be contacted through the Parish Office.

IRISH COUNTRY MUSIC SINGER MICHAEL ENGLISH

Will perform in concert at St Aengus’ Church, Burt, on Sunday
22 February. All profits will go towards the fund for the
installation of a new heating system. Tickets €30 available from
the parish offices in Fahan and Buncrana. Otherwise contact
Sinead on 086 1673669 or Siobhan on +44 759 927 8823.

JOB OPPORTUNITY - DERRY DIOCESAN TRUST
Housekeeper for priest in Buncrana area: 15 hours per week -
days and times to arranged with priest. For application pack
please telephone 028 7126 2302 or email:
recruitment@derrydiocese.org. Completed applications must
be returned to Personnel, Bishop’s House, St Eugene’s
Cathedral, Francis Street, Derry, BT48 9AP or via email to
recruitment@derrydiocese.org by 12 noon Friday 30 January.
Derry Diocesan Trust is an Equal Opportunities Employer.

SAFEGUARDING

If you have any concerns with regard to the Safeguarding of
Children or vulnerable adults within the Church, please contact
Marie O’Kane, the Diocesan Designated Liaison Peron (DLP)
on 07596500793 or at dip@derrydiocese.org

PRIVACY NOTICE

The Diocese of Derry complies with GDPR regulations, and a
privacy notice is available on the Parish website or by contacting
the Parish Office. Livestream and recordings of Mass and
services in our Churches are available online. Please note that
the front rows of seats are visible online.

PARISH GROUPS & MEETINGS

Monday After 11am Mass Holy Souls Prayer Group

1pm — 2.30pm Legion of Mary

7pm — 8.30pm Carnhill Folk Group

7pm - 9pm Woman's Craft Group
Tuesday After 11am Mass Devotion to the Holy Face

11.30am - 2.30pm St. Pio's Café

12.00pm — 1.00pm Reflection on Sunday Scriptures

7.30pm - 9.30pm Life in the Spirit Seminar
Thursday 11.30am - 2.30pm St. Pio's Café

4.45pm — 5.30pm St Brigid’s Youth Choir

7pm - 8pm Holy Hour for the Unborn

7pm — 8pm Genesis & Church Teaching

7.30pm - 8.30pm Youth Prayer Group

8.15pm - 10pm Be Still - Men's Prayer Group
Friday 11.30am-12.30pm Divine Mercy Prayer Group
Saturday 11.30am — 12.30pm God Club

Our Lady's Chapel, Galliagh

Meeting Room, St Joseph’s Church, Galliagh
St Brigid’s Church, Carnhill

Kildare Room, Carnhill

Our Lady's Chapel, Galliagh
St Pio Centre, Galliagh
St Pio Centre, Galliagh
St Pio Centre, Galliagh

St. Pio Centre, Galliagh

St Brigid’s Church, Carnhill
Our Lady's Chapel, Galliagh
Kildare Room, Carnhill

St. Pio Centre, Galliagh
Our Lady's Chapel, Galliagh

Our Lady’s Chapel, Galliagh
Kildare Room, Carnhill

PARISH SCHEDULE
ST PATRICK’S CHURCH, PENNYBURN

Sunday Mass:
Weekday Mass:
Confessions:
Eucharistic Adoration:
Baptisms:

Vigil 6.15pm; 9.45am

Monday to Friday: 10.00am; Wednesday: 7pm

Wednesday: 6.15pm — 6.45pm; Saturday: 5.15pm — 6.00pm
Wednesday: 10.30am — 4pm in the Emmaus Room
Saturday: 4.30pm; Sunday: 1.30pm

ST BRIGID’S CHURCH, CARNHILL

Sunday Mass:
Weekday Mass:
Confessions:
Eucharistic Adoration:

Baptisms: Saturday: 3.30pm

Vigil 5pm; 10.30am & 12.30pm

Monday to Friday: 9.30am; Thursday: 7pm; Saturday: 11.00am

Thursday: 6.15 — 6.45pm; Saturday after 11.00am Mass and 4pm - 4.45pm
Daily: 8.00am — 8.00pm in St Carlo Acutis Chapel

ST JOSEPH’S CHURCH, GALLIAGH

Sunday Mass:
Weekday Mass:
Confessions:
Eucharistic Adoration:
Baptisms:

Saturday: 3.30pm

11.00am; 12.30pm (An tAifreann Naofa); 6.30pm
Monday to Friday: 11.00am; Tuesday: 7pm

Tuesday: 6.15pm — 6.45pm; Sunday: 5.30pm — 6.15pm
Tuesday: 11.30am — 7.00pm in Our Lady’s Chapel
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