
 
 

 

 

 
 

 

Fr Micheál McGavigan PP   –   Fr Roni Zacharias CC –   Fr Stephen Ward CC    

Sunday 22nd March 2026 – 5th Sunday of Lent – Year A 
 
 

This Sunday’s Gospel of the raising of Lazarus reminds us that we are an Easter people, called to hope even when situations 
seem beyond repair. Lazarus has been dead four days; by every human standard, all is lost. Yet Jesus brings life where there 
is only death. As G.K. Chesterton reminds us, hope only becomes real when things appear hopeless. As we move towards 
Holy Week, this Gospel points us beyond the darkness of Good Friday to the promise of the Resurrection. But it also teaches 
us something practical: God’s power so often works through human cooperation. Before the miracle happens, the people must 
roll away the stone. They do not fully understand why, but they obey. The message is clear. God can bring new life to broken 
situations, wounded relationships and tired hearts, but he asks us to cooperate. Our task is to roll away the stones that block 
grace, trusting that God will do the rest.                                 
 

 

REQUIESCANT IN PACE 
We offer our sympathies to the family and friends of:  
Ann Murphy, Knockalla Park; William Millar, Cashel Hill Park; 
Rory McAteer, Dunvale Park. 
 

BAPTISMS    
We welcome into the family of God: Daniel James Doherty; 
Dakota Anna & Enzo Kristaps McGuinness. 
 

ANNIVERSARIES 
Margaret Quigley; Tony Maguire; Mary Ann Cullen; Jim & Celine 
Taylor; Dolly Cathcart; Katie Martin; Jim McGilloway; Noel 
Mcintyre; Kathleen McSheffrey; Colette Duffy; Eamon McDaid; 
Eamon Nolan; Louise McGranaghan; Jim Kerr; Bernard White; 
Sally McKeever; Edmund McIntyre; Gregory Sharkey; Lynn 
Porter; Rosaleen Wilkinson; Seamus McCartney. 
 

READINGS FOR SUNDAY 29th MARCH 2026 
1st Matthew 21:1-11.  Psalm: 21:8-9, 17-20, 23-24, R/v2 
2nd:  Philippians 2:6-11.  Gospel: Matthew 26:14-27:66. 
 

SIMPLE FAMILY PRAYER BOOK 
This Sunday begins psalter week 1. 
 

LENTEN JOURNEY – WALKING TOGETHER IN HOPE 
Continuing every Wednesday at 7.30pm in the Emmaus Room, 
Pennyburn. Hosted by Thornhill Ministres. 
 

CEMETERY SUNDAY 
The Annual Service of Intercession for the Dead will take place 
in the City Cemetery on Sunday, 7 June 2026 at 3pm 

 

CHILDREN’S LITURGY 
Every Sunday in our three Churches: 9.45am Mass in 
St Patrick’s Church, Pennyburn; 10.30am Mass in St Brigid’s 
Church, Carnhill and 11am Mass in St Joseph’s Church, 
Galliagh. Children in P1-4 are invited to attend, where they will 
take part in an activity themed on Sunday’s Gospel.  
 

ST BRIGID’S COLLEGE MASS OF THANKSGIVING 
Join us as we gather to honour 50 years of faith, learning, 
community and achievement at St Brigid’s College Mass in 
St Brigid’s Church, Carnhill on Monday 23rd March at 7pm. 
 
LEGION OF MARY ANNUAL MASS 
Legionaries and their friends are invited to the annual Accies in 
St Joseph’s Church, Galliagh, today Sunday 22nd March at 3pm. 
 

VOCATIONS 
We pray for our seminarians and men who are considering 
service to the Church as diocesan priests, that their interests 
will be in the things of the Holy Spirit who will have made His 
home in them (cf. St Paul to the Romans). 
 

EASTER MASS BOUQUETS 
On sale in the Sacristy and Parish Office. Price £2. Your loved 
one will be remembered in a Triduum of Masses over the Easter 
Season in the Parish of The Three Patrons. 
 

LENTEN EUCHARISTIC HEALING SERVICE 
Beginning with Evening Prayer at 5pm in St Brigid’s Church, 
Carnhill each Sunday evening of Lent. All welcome. 
 

LAST WEEK’S OFFERTORY COLLECTION 
St Patrick’s Church: £1,221 - St Brigid’s Church: £2,310 - St Joseph’s Church: £1,187 

2nd Collection (Maintenance & Pastoral Outreach): £1,207 
Thank you for your continued generosity. 

BANK DETAILS FOR ONLINE DONATIONS: A/C Name: The Parish of the Three Patrons  
Sort Code: 95-06-79 A/C No: 60320021 

 



 

JOB OPPORTUNITY - PARISH CATECHIST 
The Three Patrons Parish is recruiting a Parish Catechist,  
35 hours per week Permanent – 3 years Fixed Term 
Contract.  Reporting to the Parish Priest.  For application 
packs please contact:  Bishop’s House, St Eugene’s 
Cathedral, telephone 028 7126 2302 or email:  
recruitment@derrydiocese.org.  Completed applications 
must be returned to Personnel, Bishop’s House, St Eugene’s 
Cathedral, Francis Street, Derry, BT48 9AP or via email to 
recruitment@derrydiocese.org no later than 12 noon on 
Tuesday 24th March 2026.   
 

AN LASAIR CHRÍOST CONFERENCE (FLAME OF 
CHRIST) Young Adults' Conference today Sunday 22 March 
at St Columb's College, Buncrana Road. Mass at 11.30am 
in St Patrick's Church, Pennyburn.   A great opportunity to 
meet other young people in a faith setting.  All are welcome. 
 

SEAN DAVIS 3 DAY INDOOR FUN SOCCER ACADEMY 
Takes place at Templemore Sports Complex from 
Wednesday 8th April to Friday10th   April 2026 for boys and 
girls aged 5 to 18 years. 10am  to 3pm daily.   For bookings 
and further details Tel. Sean Davis  on 07787791880.  
 

THE COLUMBA COMMUNITY  
Palm Sunday Retreat on Sunday 29 March at 11am in 
St Anthony's Retreat Centre, Dundrean, Co Donegal, 
F93NF76.  This special time of retreat offers the opportunity 
to pause, reflect on the Passion of the Lord, and prepare our 
hearts for the joy of Easter.  To book tel: 0035374 9384866. 
 

VARIETY FUNDRAISING CONCERT 
In aid of the North West Cancer Support Services, Friday 
27th March @ 7.30pm, in St Columb’s Cathedral,.  Tickets 
£15 available from Altnagelvin Garden Centre or Eventbrite. 
 

 

DERRY DIOCESAN LOURDES PILGRIMAGE 
Mon 29th June to Friday 3rd July:  Due to the great demand for 
places we have secured 50 extra seats ex-Dublin direct to Lourdes 
and return, with complimentary bus to the Airport. The fare is  £895 
pps full board. If you wish to book please contact the pilgrimage 
office at  164 Bishop St. Derry, Tel 02871 260293, email: 
derrypilgrim@outlook.com as soon as possible. 
 

YOUTH ADULT ONE DAY RETREAT 18 – 35 YEARS 
Lough Derg, Co. Donegal.  Saturday, 25 April.  Boat departs at 
9.30am.  This retreat offers young adults the opportunity to pause, 
reflect and reconnect with faith in the peaceful setting of Lough 
Derg. The day will conclude with the celebration of the Eucharist at 
5pm. Booking essential.   For further details, contact 
info@knightsofstcolumbanusomagh.co.uk / +447759496677  
 

CARE FOR CREATION 
This week, commit yourself to protecting other forms of life by 
offering water to birds, avoiding harmful chemicals, or planting 
flowers that support pollinators such as bees and butterflies. 
The Care for Creation Environmental Group can be contacted 
through the Parish Office. 
 

SAFEGUARDING 
If you have any concerns with regard to the Safeguarding of 
Children or vulnerable adults within the Church, please contact 
Marie O’Kane, the Diocesan Designated Liaison Person (DLP) on 
07596500793 or at dlp@derrydiocese.org  
 

PRIVACY NOTICE    
The Diocese of Derry complies with GDPR regulations, and a 
privacy notice is available on the Parish website or by contacting 
the Parish Office. Livestream and recordings of Mass and services 
in our Churches are available online. Please note that the front rows 
of seats are visible online. 
 

 
 

PARISH GROUPS & MEETINGS  
Monday  After 11am Mass  Holy Souls Prayer Group   Our Lady's Chapel, Galliagh  

1pm – 2.30pm   Legion of Mary   Meeting Room, St Joseph’s Church, Galliagh  
7pm – 8.30pm  Carnhill Folk Group  St Brigid’s Church, Carnhill 
7pm - 9pm  Woman's Craft Group  Kildare Room, Carnhill  

  

Tuesday After 11am Mass  Devotion to the Holy Face  Our Lady's Chapel, Galliagh  
11.30am - 2.30pm St. Pio's Café   St Pio Centre, Galliagh  
12.00pm – 1.00pm Reflection on Sunday Scriptures St Pio Centre, Galliagh 
7.30pm - 9.30pm  Living Disciples Prayer Group  St Pio Centre, Galliagh 

  

Thursday 11.30am - 2.30pm St. Pio's Café   St. Pio Centre, Galliagh 
  4.45pm – 5.30pm  St Brigid’s Youth Choir  St Brigid’s Church, Carnhill 

7pm - 8pm  Holy Hour for the Unborn  Our Lady's Chapel, Galliagh  
7.30pm - 8.30pm              Youth Prayer Group   St. Pio Centre, Galliagh  
8.15pm - 10pm  Be Still - Men's Prayer Group Our Lady's Chapel, Galliagh 
 

Friday  11.30am-12.30pm Divine Mercy Prayer Group Our Lady’s Chapel, Galliagh 
 

Saturday 11.30am – 12.30pm God Club   Kildare Room, Carnhill 

 
 

 

 

PARISH SCHEDULE - LENT 
 

ST PATRICK’S CHURCH, PENNYBURN  
Sunday Mass:    Vigil 6.15pm; 9.45am  
Weekday Mass:    Monday to Friday: 7.15am, 10.00am; Wednesday: 7pm 
Confessions:    Wednesday: 6.15pm – 6.45pm; Saturday: 5.15pm – 6.00pm  
Eucharistic Adoration:  Wednesday: 10.30am – 4pm in the Emmaus Room 
Baptisms:    Saturday: 4.30pm; Sunday: 1.30pm  
  

ST BRIGID’S CHURCH, CARNHILL  
Sunday Mass:    Vigil 5pm; 10.30am & 12.30pm  
Weekday Mass:   Monday to Friday: 9.30am, 12.30pm; Thursday: 7pm; Saturday: 11.00am  
Confessions:    Thursday: 6.15 – 6.45pm; Saturday after 11.00am Mass and 4pm - 4.45pm  
Eucharistic Adoration:   Daily: 8.00am – 8.00pm in St Carlo Acutis Chapel  
Baptisms:    Saturday: 3.30pm   

 

ST JOSEPH’S CHURCH, GALLIAGH  
Sunday Mass: 11.00am; 12.30pm (An tAifreann Naofa); 6.30pm  
Weekday Mass:    Monday to Friday: 11.00am; Tuesday: 7pm 
Confessions:  Tuesday: 6.15pm – 6.45pm; Sunday: 5.30pm – 6.15pm  
Eucharistic Adoration:   Tuesday: 11.30am – 7.00pm in Our Lady’s Chapel  
Baptisms:    Saturday: 3.30pm   
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