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PARISH NEWSLETTER

T: 028 7126 2360  E: thrccpatrons@dcrrydiocese.org W threcpatrons.org
Fr Michedl McGavigan PP - Fr Roni Zacharias CC — Fr Stephen Ward CC

Sunday 26t April 2026 — 4" Sunday of Easter

Good Shepherd Sunday is also the World Day of Prayer for Vocations. The Church asks us to do something very
practical and very powerful: to pray—regularly and confidently—that the Lord will raise up shepherds for his people. In
the Diocese of Derry, we feel the reality of this more sharply in recent years. Many priests are faithfully serving across
wide areas, often with multiple churches and many pastoral responsibilities. Some are ageing. Others are stretched thin.
And, at the same time, the number of men entering formation has not matched the need we see coming. That can lead
to worry, frustration, or even a quiet resignation—"“this is just the way it is now.” But Good Shepherd Sunday does not
allow resignation. It reminds us that Jesus remains present and active in his Church. He has not stopped calling. He
has not stopped stirring hearts. He has not stopped giving gifts. The question is not whether God is speaking; it is

whether we are making room to listen.

REQUIESCANT IN PACE

We offer our sympathies to the family and friends of:

Kathleen O’Connell, Grainan Drive; Brendan McClafferty,
St John’s Park & Belfast; Charlie Gillespie, Lenamore Gardens.

ANNIVERSARIES

Mary Boyle; Rosaleen Whiteside; Charlie Graffin; Molly Dunne;
Isabella McClintock; Margaret Grant; Cathy O’Donnell; Della
Moran; Petchie Gray; Angela Kearney; Clionagh Downey;
Margart Doherty; Bernard McGowan; Kathleen Donnelly;
Anna McLaughlin;  Noel McCaul; Bernard McGowan;
Bobby Kelly; Margaret Leonard; Jonathan Deeney; Bernie
McDermott; Caroline Stewart; Mary Stewart.

BAPTISMS

We welcome into the family of God:

Charlie Holden; Lorcan Padraig Curran; Jake Quigley;
Eimear Saoirse Keenan; Kylan-Kyle Cillian McGrotty.

READINGS FOR SUNDAY 34 MAY
1st. Acts 6:1-7. Psalm: 32: 1-2, 4-5, 18-19, Riv22.
2nd: 1 Peter 2:4-9. Gospel: John 14:1-12.

FIRST COMMUNION

The children from Greenhaw Primary School will make their
First Holy Communion next Friday 15t May at 12pm in St Brigid’s
Church and the children from St Brigid’s Primary School at 2pm.
We ask you to keep them in your prayers.

VISITATION OF THE SICK AND HOUSEBOUND

Fr Micheal will visit the sick and housebound in his care on
Monday 27" and Tuesday 28" April. Please let a relative or
neighbour to expect a visit.

SIMPLE FAMILY PRAYER BOOK
This Sunday begins psalter week 4.

MISSIONARY APPEAL — NEXT WEEKEND

Next weekend we will be joined at all Masses by members
of Viatores Christi, an Irish missionary society made up of
priests, religious and lay people serving communities in the
developing world. They will speak to us about their work and
invite our support for their missionary projects. We ask you to
keep them in your prayers this week and to give them a warm
welcome when they visit our parish.

THE ULSTER UNIVERSITY CHOIR

Will present Via Crucis, an evening of sacred choral music for
the Easter season, featuring Franz's Liszt's Die 14 Stationen
des Kreuzweges (The Stations of the Cross) on Monday, 27
April at 7.30pm, St Patrick’s Church, Pennyburn. Admission is
free with retiring collection

CHILDREN’S LITURGY

Every Sunday in our three Churches: 9.45am Mass in
St Patrick’'s Church, Pennyburn; 10.30am Mass in St Brigid’s
Church, Carnhill and 11am Mass in St Joseph’s Church,
Galliagh. Children in P1-4 are invited to attend, where they will
take part in an activity themed on Sunday’s Gospel.

LAST WEEK’S OFFERTORY COLLECTION
St Patrick’s Church: £1,639 - St Brigid’s Church: £1,930 - St Joseph’s Church: £1,305
2" Collection (Maintenance & Pastoral Outreach): £1,181.
Thank you for your continued generosity.
BANK DETAILS FOR ONLINE DONATIONS: A/C Name: The Parish of the Three Patrons
Sort Code: 95-06-79 A/C No: 60320021




DERRY DIOCESAN YOUTH PILGRIMAGE TO FATIMA
For young people aged 16+, 5 nights from 3rd to 8th
August. A unique experience for young people and an
opportunity to engage with their peers from around the world
in a faith context. Cost is £820, budget plan to help. Deposit
of £100 is required. For more information or to book contact
bethany.doherty@derrydiocese.org 00 44 2871264087

DERRY DIOCESAN PILGRIMAGE TO KNOCK

Saturday 6 June. In conjunction with the All-Ireland Rosary
Rally, we will join those gathered to celebrate at our National
Eucharistic and Marian Shrine. Buses will leave St
Eugene's Cathedral at 8am: cost £50, includes dinner in
Knock House Hotel. For further information, please contact
Karen in the parish office at St Eugene's on 028 7126 2894
or by email at cathedral@derrydiocese.org.

CARE FOR CREATION

Pope Francis asked all believers to return to the beautiful
and meaningful custom of giving thanks to God before and
after meals. That moment of blessing, however brief,
reminds us of our dependence on God. It strengthens our
feeling of gratitude for the gifts of creation; it acknowledges
those whose work provides us with these goods; and it
reaffirms our solidarity with those in greatest need.

FACILITATION TRAINING PROGRAMME

This free 6-week training project designed to empower
women by equipping them with the skills, knowledge and
confidence to become effective facilitators and community
leaders. Providing participants with understanding and
experience to lead guided reading sessions as part of
Verbal's peacebuilding and community engagement
initiatives. Thursday 23 April — Thursday 215t May, 9.30am
— 12.30pm in Skeoge House, 60a Leafair Park. Contact:
mel@theverbal.co /02871266946 / www.theverbal.co

JOB OPPORTUNITY

Derry Diocesan Trust - Temporary Administrative & Financial Officer
(15 Hours per week), parish of Urney & Castlefin, Co Donegal,
based in the Parochial House in Doneyloop. Working Days &
Times to be negotiated. Job Role: Reporting to the Parish Priest,
the role entails provision of administrative and financial
support. For application packs please contact: Bishop’s House, St
Eugene’s Cathedral, Francis Street, Derry 028 7126 2302 or
email: recruitment @derrydiocese.org. Completed applications
must be returned no later than 72 noon Thursday 7th May
2026. Derry Diocesan Trust is an Equal Opportunities
Employer. We welcome applications from all men and women and
from members of all communities.

THE COLUMBAN YOUNG ADULTS

Is a new group for those aged 18 - 30 in the diocese, seeking a
community of like-minded young adults who have Christ at the
centre of their lives. The first event will be a talk on Thursday 30
April, at 7:30pm in our Lady of Lourdes Church, Steelstown, Derry,
delivered by the Servant Sisters of Home of the Mother. It will be
on the question, ' Why be a Young Catholic in 2026', in which they
will also reflect on the life of Sr. Clare Crockett. The talk will be
followed by Solemn Benediction and light refreshments.

SAFEGUARDING

If you have any concerns about the Safeguarding of Children or
vulnerable adults within the Church, please contact Marie O’Kane,
the Diocesan Designated Liaison Person (DLP) on 07596500793
or at dip@derrydiocese.org

PRIVACY NOTICE

The Diocese of Derry complies with GDPR regulations, and a
privacy notice is available on the Parish website or by contacting
the Parish Office. Livestream and recordings of Mass and services
in our Churches are available online. Please note that the front rows
of seats are visible online.

PARISH GROUPS & MEETINGS

Monday After 11am Mass Holy Souls Prayer Group

1pm — 2.30pm Legion of Mary

7pm — 8.30pm Carnhill Folk Group

7pm - 9pm Woman's Craft Group
Tuesday After 11am Mass Devotion to the Holy Face

11.30am - 2.30pm St. Pio's Café

12.00pm — 1.00pm Reflection on Sunday Scriptures

7.30pm - 9.30pm Living Disciples Prayer Group
Thursday 11.30am - 2.30pm St. Pio's Café

4.45pm — 5.30pm St Brigid’s Youth Choir

7pm - 8pm Holy Hour for the Unborn

7.30pm - 8.30pm Youth Prayer Group

8.15pm - 10pm Be Still - Men's Prayer Group
Friday 11.30am-12.30pm Divine Mercy Prayer Group
Saturday 11.30am — 12.30pm God Club

Our Lady's Chapel, Galliagh

Meeting Room, St Joseph’s Church, Galliagh
St Brigid’s Church, Carnhill

Kildare Room, Carnhill

Our Lady's Chapel, Galliagh
St Pio Centre, Galliagh
St Pio Centre, Galliagh
St Pio Centre, Galliagh

St. Pio Centre, Galliagh

St Brigid’s Church, Carnhill
Our Lady's Chapel, Galliagh
St. Pio Centre, Galliagh
Our Lady's Chapel, Galliagh

Our Lady’s Chapel, Galliagh
Kildare Room, Carnhill

PARISH SCHEDULE
ST PATRICK’S CHURCH, PENNYBURN

Sunday Mass:
Weekday Mass:
Confessions:
Eucharistic Adoration:
Baptisms:

Vigil 6.15pm; 9.45am

Monday to Friday: 10.00am; Wednesday: 7pm

Wednesday: 6.15pm — 6.45pm; Saturday: 5.15pm — 6.00pm
Wednesday: 10.30am — 4pm in the Emmaus Room
Saturday: 4.30pm; Sunday: 1.30pm

ST BRIGID’S CHURCH, CARNHILL

Sunday Mass:
Weekday Mass:
Confessions:
Eucharistic Adoration:

Baptisms: Saturday: 3.30pm

Vigil 5pm; 10.30am & 12.30pm

Monday to Friday: 9.30am; Thursday: 7pm; Saturday: 11.00am

Thursday: 6.15 — 6.45pm; Saturday after 11.00am Mass and 4pm - 4.45pm
Daily: 8.00am — 8.00pm in St Carlo Acutis Chapel

ST JOSEPH’S CHURCH, GALLIAGH

Sunday Mass:
Weekday Mass:
Confessions:
Eucharistic Adoration:
Baptisms:

Saturday: 3.30pm

11.00am; 12.30pm (An tAifreann Naofa); 6.30pm
Monday to Friday: 11.00am; Tuesday: 7pm

Tuesday: 6.15pm — 6.45pm; Sunday: 5.30pm — 6.15pm
Tuesday: 11.30am — 7.00pm in Our Lady’s Chapel
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