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Love - The Heart of Jesus’ Teaching
‘Love one another as I love you’ (Jn 15:12). The command to
love is considered the heart of Jesus’ teaching, certainly in
John’s Gospel. Love for others is here grounded in God’s love
for Jesus and Jesus’ resulting love for us. It is a profound
message, one that we have heard again and again. It may
be so familiar that we slip over its obvious meaning without
considering some of its most challenging implications.
It is the love that Jesus showed to others that offers us a
glimpse of God’s love. Jesus’ love embraced all the people he
met, those who accepted him and those who did not. Because
of his intimate union with God, it was divine love that Jesus
offered to others, to those who were easy to love and those
who were not. His entire life revealed God’s universal,
unselfish, merciful love.
In our lives there are genuine religious, ethnic and political differences that separate and
even alienate us from others. Today’s readings clearly insist that we love these others as
Jesus has loved us. This is the radical challenge facing us today. We cannot merely rest
secure in our belief that ‘God is love’. Easter calls us to live out this conviction in a world
that is so burdened with conflict and strife.
Today’s Gospel reading paints a picture of a complete circle of love. God the Father loved
his Son, Jesus. Jesus loves his disciples. Jesus’ disciples, including each of us, love others.
We are a part of this circle of love because God has chosen us to be part of it.
Thank God today for His love for you,
especially His perfect expression of love on the cross
________________________________________________________________

Thursday 13th May is the Feast
of Our Lady of Fatima.
To mark the occasion, Exposition
of the Blessed Sacrament will
take place in St Brigid’s Church,
Carnhill after 9 am Mass on
Thursday and will conclude with
Mass at 7 pm followed by the Rosary.

We welcome people back to the public celebration of the Eucharist in the
three churches of our parish. For those who prefer to do so, we invite you to
join us via webcam in Three Patrons’ Parish by watching our live
streaming which can be viewed online at churchservices.tv/pennyburn,
churchservices.tv/carnhill,
churchservices.tv/galliagh
or
the
parish
website at www.threepatrons.org/webcam.

ST PATRICK’S CHURCH, PENNYBURN
Sunday 6 pm: (Sat) Vigil; 10 am & 12 noon: Mass
Monday - Tuesday 7.30am Mass 10am Mass followed by the Rosary
Wednesday 7.30 am: Mass; 10.00 am: Mass followed by Rosary; 7.00 pm: Mass
Thursday - Saturday 10.00 am: Mass followed by Rosary

ST BRIGID’S CHURCH, CARNHILL
Sunday 6 pm: (Sat) Vigil; 10.30 am & 12.30 pm: Mass
Monday - Wednesday 9.00 am: Mass followed by Rosary
Thursday 9.00 am: Mass followed by Rosary; 7.00 pm: Mass
Friday - Saturday 9.00 am: Mass followed by Rosary

ST JOSEPH’S CHURCH, GALLIAGH
Sunday 7.00 pm: (Sat) Vigil; 9.00 am & 11.00 am: Mass
Monday 11.00 am: Mass
Tuesday 11.00 am: Mass; 7.00 pm: Mass
Wednesday - Friday 11.00 am: Mass
Face Coverings: We ask all adults and children aged 14+ to please wear a face covering
(unless they are exempt from wearing mandatory face coverings). Medical advice is that
wearing face coverings is first and foremost about protecting others. Please continue to
observe social distancing, to use the hand sanitiser on entering and leaving our churches.
_____________________________________________

It is very important at this time that we pray asking God for protection. Perhaps
individuals or families could commit to praying the Rosary each day for relief of this crisis.
A Prayer in the Time of the Coronavirus by Fr Brian Grogan S.J
Dear God, in 1879 the Apparition at Knock gave hope and courage
to the people of Ireland in difficult times. We ask that Our Lady
may now protect your beloved people from the coronavirus.
May its victims be strengthened by the spiritual support of the
Christian community and restored soon to full health.
We also pray for the medical personnel who deal with the virus.
This we ask in confidence through Christ Our Lord. Amen.
Our Lady of Knock pray for us. St Joseph pray for us. St John the Evangelist pray for us.
______________________________________________________________

If you would still like to contribute, donations can be made to the Lent campaign in the following ways:


For those returning their Trócaire box to the church, you are asked to include notes or
cheques only, in so far as possible, for ease of counting in general and, in particular, to
reduce the level of risk for the counters. Please note: cheques should be made payable
to Trócaire (not the parish).



Online banking (directly to Trócaire). Bank details for Trócaire in NI are: Sort Code:
93.80.92, Account No: 8822 7020. Bank details for Trócaire in ROI are: BIC: AIBKIE2D, IBAN: IE20AIBK93208698861116.



Online at www.trocaire.org



Send a cheque by post to Trócaire, 50-52 King St, Belfast, BT1 6AD.



By phone: 0800 912 1200 (NI) or 1850 408 408 (ROI). Thank you.

AN ACT OF SPIRITUAL COMMUNION
“My Jesus, I believe that you desire to make your home within me and
that you are present in the Most Holy Sacrament of the altar.
I love you above all things, and I desire to receive you in my soul.
Since I cannot at this moment receive you sacramentally, come
spiritually into my heart. I embrace your love as if you were already
there, and I unite myself wholly to you. Never permit me to be
separated from you. Amen."
_________________________________________________________________________

Requiescant in Pace We extend our sympathy to the family and friends of
William (Billy) Ayton, Grange Avenue, Linda Gibbons, Cornshell Fields
Anniversaries & Birthday Memorials Patrick Doherty, Jackie McBride, Eileen Quigg,
Billy McGreanery, Mary McGreanery, Madge McGreanery, Sammy Quigley, Evelyn
Johnston, Brian Duffy.
Baptisms We welcome into God’s family Ayla Grace McLaughlin and Levi McGuinness
Congratulations We extend our congratulations and God’s blessing to Siobhán Marie
Byrne and Eamon Michael Gallagher who were recently married in St Joseph’s, Galliagh.
________________________________________________________________________

Anniversary Masses and Prayers If you wish to have an anniversary Mass offered
or a Mass or prayers offered for any intention, please email the parish offices at
stpatricks@threepatrons.org or stbrigids@threepatrons.org or phone the parochial
houses at St. Patrick’s (028 71262360) or St. Brigid’s (028 71351261).
____________________________________________________________

Supporting Your Parish Thank you for your ongoing generosity to the offertory
collection through envelope, standing order, online payments and the ‘donate’ button on
our parish website. Your support is greatly appreciated. Boxes are available in our three
churches to return your parish envelopes. If you require information about any of the
above methods of supporting Three Patrons Parish, please contact the parish office stpatricks@threepatrons.org or 028 71262360. The bank account details for the parish
are sort code: 90 49 74; account number: 51442271.

Readings for Sunday 16th May 2021, The Ascension of the Lord
1st Reading: Acts 1:1-11
Ascension concludes Jesus’ ministry on earth and prepares
for the gift of the Spirit at Pentecost
Psalm: Psalm 47
Response: God goes up with shouts of joy, the Lord goes up with trumpet blast
2nd Reading: Ephesians 1:17-23
God has raised Jesus from the dead and exalted him above every created being.
It is a privilege to belong to his body, the church
Gospel: Mark 16:15-20
The final instructions of Jesus, according to Mark
_____________________________________________________________________________

Saints of the Coming Week
Monday: St Comgall, abbot
Wednesday: Ss Nereus and Achilleus, martyrs; St Pancras, martyr
Thursday: Our Lady of Fatima
Friday: St Matthias, apostle
Saturday: St Carthage, bishop
________________________________________________

The May edition of The Net, the monthly publication sharing the fruits of faith in the
Derry Diocese, is now available. With Covid-19 restrictions still in place, the March edition
will only be available on the Diocesan website: https://www.derrydiocese.org/news/
the-net-may-2021. However, the publication will be available again in parishes when the
restrictions are lifted. Enquiries to – editorthenet15@gmail.com.

“God’s love for us was revealed when God sent into the
world his only Son, so that we could have life through him.”
Are you open to the call to be sent into the world as a priest or
consecrated religious, that others might live in Christ? If you think
God may be offering you this grace, speak to your local priest,
call your Diocesan Vocations Director (visit derryvocations.org)
or email the National Vocations Office: info@vocations.ie.
A Prayer for Vocations based on the words of Pope Francis
LORD of the Harvest,
BLESS young people with the gift of courage to respond to your call.
Open their hearts to great ideals to great things.
INSPIRE all of your disciples to mutual love and giving - for vocations
blossom in the good soil of faithful people.
INSTILL those in religious life, parish ministries and families with the
confidence and grace to invite others to embrace the bold and noble
path of life consecrated to you.
UNITE us to Jesus through prayer and sacrament, so that we may
co-operate with you in building your reign of mercy and truth, of justice
and peace. Amen.
Adapted from Pope Francis’ Message on the 51st World Day of Prayer for Vocations

_

____________________________________________

Celebrating Mary in the Month of May May is a very special month for the Church as
we remember Mary, the Mother of Jesus and our Mother. A full month is given over to
Mary and during this month we are encouraged to honour Mary in different ways. To help
parishes, families and schools to do this, the Diocesan Catechetical Centre has created a
number of resources including prayers, Gospel reflections, colouring and craft activities,
examples of May Altars and ideas on how to pray the Rosary. These resources are
available
online
at
catecheticalcentre.org/category/celebrating-mary-in-themonth-of-may-2021/
Invitation to respond - Diocese of Derry Environmental Strategy The Diocese of
Derry has launched a consultative plan about climate change and the environment and is
inviting everyone within the diocese to read, engage and respond to it. The plan identifies
actions and behaviours that support rather than destroy the environment. The
suggestions cover such areas as land, buildings, energy, food, travel and waste.
A draft of the Environmental Strategy has been posted on the Derry Diocesan website, to
view and/or download: https://www.derrydiocese.org/diocese/environmentalstrategy. Every attempt has been made to make the strategy both comprehensive and
practical so as to suit each parish's particular situation. In order to ensure that it is as
helpful as possible to your various parish communities however, we would appreciate any
constructive feedback on it that you may have to give. We ask if you could:
- Read the draft strategy document and give feedback on aspects that you feel could be
supplemented / improved - Begin to implement any aspect(s) of it that you feel can be
put into practice quickly and easily - Draw the attention of both parish groups and
individual parishioners to the strategy and encourage them to give feedback. (This would
be especially relevant to schools and any groups / individuals with particular interest in
environmental issues). SUBMISSION DEADLINE: Monday, 31 May 2021 Submit your
comments,
questions
and
suggestions
to
Patricia
McCormack
by:
email:
laudatosiderry@gmail.com; tel / text: 077 1190 0420; Facebook: Laudatosiderry
Life in the Spirit Seminar in Omagh continues in conjunction with 7.30 pm Mass in the
Sacred Heart Church, Omagh. Please join at 7.30 pm each Thursday via the parish
webcam: http://www.drumraghparish.com/webcam.html 13th May: Receiving God’s
Gift - Fr Christopher McDermott;
20th May: Baptism in the Spirit - Fr Eddie
Magee; 27th May: Growth - Fr Colum Curry; 3rd June: Transformation - Fr Kevin
Mc Elhennon. “Let him who is thirsty come; Let him who desires, Take the water of life
without price” Rev. 22:17. Please pray for an outpouring of the Holy Spirit on all people.

Accord Derry Virtual Interactive Marriage Preparation Programme course dates for 2021
are as follows: August 10th/11th, Sept 14th/15th, Oct 12th/13th, Nov 9th/10th, Dec 7th/8th.
Booking now online at www.accordni.com.
The Thirty-Second Mass Remembering and Praying With Sister Clare Crockett will
take place on Sunday 9th May at 7 pm. Mass will be streamed online on the Termonbacca
facebook and Youtube channel. Feel free to send any prayer intentions you would like
included.
The Derry Diocesan Catechetical Centre, working in Partnership with St Mary’s
University, Twickenham, offers the Masters in Catholic School Leadership. This is a post
graduate degree dedicated to the professional development and spiritual formation of
Catholic school leaders. It is a great opportunity for those currently in leadership roles and
those who aspire to, or have an interest in, leadership roles within the Catholic School
system. The next intake will be Autumn 2021. An information session via ZOOM will
be held on Monday 7th June at 3.30pm. If you are interested in attending this session
or require any further information, please contact the Derry Diocesan Catechetical Centre
on 004428 71264087 or email tferry@derrydiocese.org.
Accord Couples and Relationship Support Line If you need to speak to an
experienced couples / relationships counsellor during this time of unprecedented stress
and pressure on family life contact 003531 5313331, 028 956800151 or
003531 9059555. Lines open 9am - 8pm Monday - Friday. All calls charged at local rate.
The Annual Little Way Novena in honour of St Therese of Lisieux takes place from
9th - 16th May 2021 in St Eugene’s Cathedral. Theme: Holiness consists simply in doing
God’s will, and being just what God wants us to be. This will be an opportunity to pray for
a special intention and to ask St Thérèse to intercede for us. It is a time when many
people find great joy and healing. St Thérèse is a very powerful intercessor. Opening
Ceremony takes place at 4.30 pm and 6 pm on Sunday 9th May. From Monday 10th Friday 14th May, Novena Masses are at 6.30 am, 7.15 am, 8 am & 10 am. Evening
Service: 6 pm & 7.30 pm. Mass for those who have died on Saturday 15th May at
8.30 am & 10 am. Closing Ceremony on Sunday 16th May at 3 pm & 4.30 pm. Live
streaming of the Novena can be viewed online at www.churchservices.tv, churchmedia.tv/
camera/st-eugenescathedral or the parish website at www.steugenescathedral.com
Aid for the Children of Yemen Fr Neal Carlin’s new book, The Eagle, The Tiger and
Covid, is now on sale at €10 / £10 and can be purchased by contacting
goldenagecentre@hotmail.com. All proceeds are being sent via a direct contact to aid the
children of Yemen.
Right to Life UK ask that you could remember their intentions in your prayers during the
month of May. 9th May “We pray for all unborn children diagnosed with disabilities, we
pray for protection for them and their mothers from the pressures of society to have an
abortion, and that they would instead experience overwhelming support by all who
surround them. Lord hear us”
Thank You We extend our thanks to those
who volunteer as stewards in our three
churches. Thanks also to those who clean our
churches everyday and ensure they are safe spaces for all.
Can You Foster? Could you give a home to a vulnerable child
when they need it most? Barnardo’s Fostering NI is looking for
foster carers. Foster placements can be long-term, short-term,
emergency, short breaks and parent and child together. To
learn more please tel 028 9065 2288 or visit our website
https://www.barnardos.org.uk/foster.
God, help me to know your love and share it with others.

AA Can’t Stop Drinking? Call Alcoholics Anonymous 90351222
Gamblers Anonymous
Tel 71351329.

Is gambling affecting your life? Perhaps we can help.

C.A.L.M.S. (Community Action for Locally Managing Stress) Mental Health
Support Line is offering the following: providing support with anxiety, panic , insomnia,
low mood, depression and stress; a listening ear; and relaxation / breathing techniques.
The service is available via telephone or zoom free of charge. Tel 079 0704 0568 or
028 71 268 698 Monday - Friday 10 am - 5 pm or leave a message out of hours. Visit
www.calmsstresscentre.org.
Foyle Foodbank, Springtown Industrial Estate, is open from 11am - 4 pm Monday Friday to help those in food crisis. Tel: 71263699.
Childline How are you feeling?
Good, Okay, Excellent, Bad, Horrible, Stressed,
Depressed? We’re working a little differently because of coronavirus. You can still start a
1-2-1 chat with us from 9 am - 10.30 pm. Or you can call 0800 1111 for free from 9
am - 3.30 pm. You can also send an email using a Childline account any time, and we’ll
usually reply within a day.
Northlands If you are worried about your own or someone else’s drinking, drug use or
gambling, please contact Northlands in confidence on (028) 71313232 during office hours.
There is no charge for our services which are open and available to all. Northlands is
based
at
Shepherd’s
Way,
Dungiven
Rd,
Derry,
BT47
5GW.
Email:
info@northlands.org.uk
Children in Crossfire You can buy face masks and help us make a difference for
vulnerable children. Visit: https://www.childrenincrossfire.org/facemasks/
Safeguarding If you have any concerns with regard to safeguarding children or adults in
need of protection within the Church please contact Maire Gormley, Diocesan Liaison
Person, email: marie.gormley@derrydiocese.org, telephone: 07596 500 793 or PSNI
(Police Service of Northern Ireland) 101 or Social Services: Gateway Services, Western
HSC Trust, 71314090 and ask for the Duty Social Worker.
Blessed is She Introduction to Carmelite Spirituality This 7 week series on Female
Carmelite Saints, given by Fr Stephen Quinn, O.C.D., continues on Sunday
at 8 pm from Termonbacca.
Everyone is welcome to watch these talks via the
Termonbacca youtube channel.
Consultation on Method of Consultation in Preparation for Synodal Assembly As
you may have heard via the media, the Irish Bishops decided to initiate a process in the
Irish Church, leading to a Synodal Assembly in perhaps five years. The Bishops’
Conference plans the next two years as a period of prayer, listening and discernment,
involving a nationwide consultative conversation on this theme. Following this, there will
be a three-year preparation for a National Synodal Assembly.
Before embarking on the Synodal Pathway consultation, bishops are inviting submissions
to reflect on what methods / models to adopt in these coming two years of conversations.
Individuals and groups are invited to submit as to

how the national conversation might best to conducted

what hard-to-reach groups need to be involved.
For further information on making a submission go to www.catholicbishops.ie/synod.
Please note that submissions are sought by 23rd May 2021 and can be made directly
online through that website.
COVID-19 Support Line ALONE manage a national support line and additional supports
for older people who have concerns or are facing difficulties relating to COVID-19.
Professional staff are available to answer queries and give advice and reassurance where
necessary. The support line is open seven days a week, 8am - 8pm, by calling 0818 222
024.

Confirmation Preparation Sessions - Disciples of Jesus Filled with Joy
17th, 18th, 19th, 20th May 10am-12am via the Catechetical Centre Webcam
It has once again been a very different and challenging year for
our Year 7 and 6th Class children, who are preparing to receive the
Sacrament of Confirmation. Bearing in mind concerns over having
children well prepared to receive the sacrament, the Diocesan
Catechetical Centre has put together a programme to support
parents, schools and parishes as they prepare the children in this
very important stage of their faith journey.
Preparation Programme Linking with Filled With Joy, pupil workbook and Disciples
of Jesus, parent booklet (which many schools and parishes already have and which are
still available from the Diocesan Catechetical Centre) the programme will consist of
Four sessions, 10am -12 am on the catecheticalcentre.org/webcam/ 17th, 18th, 19th and
20th May. Each day the sessions will include catechesis on different aspects of the
Sacrament of Confirmation, prayer, creative activities and music.
Catechetical Focus
The Sacraments of Initiation- Whom Shall I Send? Called by God to proclaim
the Good News, strengthened by the gift of the Sacraments of Baptism,
Eucharist and Confirmation
What is the Spirit of God like?-Jesus, a Spirit filled life; symbols of the Holy
Spirit; the Gifts and Fruits of the Holy Spirit; Story of Pentecost.
Celebrating the Confirmation Ceremony- Why do we have a Confirmation
Name; Role of the Confirmation Sponsor; Anointing with Oil; Laying on of Hands
Called to be Saints-Building up God’s Church filled with the Holy Spirit; Living the
Beatitudes; Discovering God’s Plan for my life.
———————————————————————————————————————————————

Could You Adopt? Would you like to find
out more about becoming an adoptive
parent? Adoption can offer a safe, loving,
new start to children and young people and
can reward adoptive parents and siblings
through their new role. It is a serious and
life-changing decision and our focus is on
the well-being of the child, the stability and
permanence of their adoptive home, and
offering substantive and continued support
to the adoptive parents and family.
The Western Health and Social Care Trust
are holding an Information Session on
Wednesday 12th May at 3.30 pm and due to
COVID-19 this will be delivered via zoom. If
you live in (or near) Derry, Omagh, Strabane, Enniskillen or Limavady, why not come
along to a virtual information session about adoption hosted by your local adoption team?
If you wish to join in the Information Session, please email your request with your name
and telephone number to anita.birney@westerntrust.hscni.net and confirm the email
address linked to your zoom account.

Foyle Hospice Charity Shop, Waterloo Place Volunteers Needed Do you have a
few hours to spare a week? Would you like to join our fantastic team of volunteers?
Meet new friends? Learn new skills? And most importantly have fun while helping
and supporting your local hospice. If this is something that would interest you,
please get in touch with Rachael Osbourne, Volunteer Co-ordinator, Foyle Hospice,
61 Culmore Rd—tel: 028 71351010 or email Rachael@foylehospice.com.
Accord NI Train as a Specialist Couples’ Counsellor Accord NI is recruiting
experienced practitioners to train in the specialism of Couples and Relationships
Counselling. A unique opportunity to train to Level 6 (UK) Level 8 (RoI) as a
Specialist Couples’ Counsellor. ACCORD is a voluntary organisation operating in
Northern Ireland that aims to promote a deeper understanding of Christian marriage,
and to offer couples the means to safeguard and nourish their marriage and family
relationships. For further information visit https://www.derrydiocese.org/news/
train-as-specialist-couples-counsellor-accord
A Parent’s Prayer Dear Lord, we who are fathers and mothers

need your help. You have placed us in the care of each other
and of our children. Give us the strength and patience to cope
with the many ups and downs of family life. Grants us the
grace to be deeply thankful for its many laughs, joys and
blessings. Let our children come to know of your love through
our love for them. Help us as we try to make ours a home
where love dwells, a home like that of Jesus, Mary and Joseph
in
Nazareth. When we fail each other and when we hurt each
other, soften our hearts so that forgiveness and reconciliation
come quickly and easily. Protect this family, Lord, and let it
flourish in your light and in your love. We ask this through
Christ our Lord. Amen.
_________________________________________________________________________________

