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Thoughts on the Gospel
The shadow of Calvary falls across today’s readings and
stretches into our lives with the announcement by Jesus
that unless we take up our cross and follow him we are
unworthy of his company.
This is a reminder of
something we would rather forget because nobody wants
to suffer.
The age old problem of why people suffer has puzzled
thinking minds down the centuries and has never been
satisfactorily resolved. Jesus never explained why we
have to suffer, nor did he rid the world of suffering.
What he did was to give suffering meaning and value by
filling it with his presence. In his life he showed us the
proper approach to suffering and how to put the crosses
that come our way to good use. In a world gone wrong, sooner or later we are all involved
in suffering. We need to name these afflictions for what they are - crosses. Our Lord
suffered so much himself that he has sympathy for us in the trials that beset us on our
earthly pilgrimage. He encourages us to shoulder our crosses and follow in his footsteps.
The only sure promise we have is that every cross, no matter how difficult and
burdensome, if united with Christ’s cross, becomes meaningful and a source of salvation for
ourselves and each other. Crosses are ladders that lead to heaven. Jesus makes it clear
about the high cost involved in being one of his people and never pretends that it is less
than demanding. Suffering is the blood, sweat and tears of life.
The cross, which is planted in the centre of Christian living, is not an invitation to lead a
miserable life but is a call to hope in the face of those sufferings.
Fr Desmond Knowles
Lord Jesus, I believe and I profess that you are the Christ,
the Son of the living God. Take my life, my will, and all that I have,
that I may be wholly yours now and forever.
_________________________________________________

First Holy Communion Please remember in your prayers the girls and boys
who will be receiving their first holy communion in our parish this week.
St Brigid’s Primary School

Monday 13th September
in St Brigid’s Church, Carnhill

1 pm & 3 pm

Greenhaw Primary School

Tuesday 14th September
in St Brigid’s Church, Carnhill

1 pm & 3 pm

St Therese’s Primary School Wednesday 15th September
12.30 pm, 2 pm, 3.30 pm
in St Joseph’s Church, Galliagh
We ask families to follow the guidelines issued by the parish and the schools with regards
to how many family members can attend with each child receiving First Communion.
First Communion Blessings
May you always know the peace of Jesus, the light
of His love, and the joy of His life within you.

We welcome people back to the public celebration of the Eucharist in the
three churches of our parish. For those who prefer to do so, we invite you to
join us via webcam in Three Patrons’ Parish by watching our live
streaming which can be viewed online at churchservices.tv/pennyburn,
churchservices.tv/carnhill, churchservices.tv/galliagh or the parish website
at www.threepatrons.org/webcam.

ST PATRICK’S CHURCH, PENNYBURN
Sunday 6.00 pm: (Sat) Vigil; 10.00 am & 12.00 noon: Mass
Monday - Friday 7.30 am: Mass 10.00 am: Mass followed by the Rosary
Saturday 10.00 am: Mass followed by Rosary

ST BRIGID’S CHURCH, CARNHILL
Sunday 6.00 pm: (Sat) Vigil; 10.30 am & 12.30 pm: Mass
Monday - Saturday 9.00 am: Mass followed by Rosary

ST JOSEPH’S CHURCH, GALLIAGH
Sunday 7.00 pm: (Sat) Vigil; 9.00 am & 11.00 am: Mass
Monday - Friday 11.00 am: Mass
t

Face Coverings: We ask and encourage all adults and children aged 14 years
and over to please wear a face covering at all services of worship
(unless they are exempt from wearing mandatory face coverings).
Medical advice is that wearing face coverings is first and foremost about
protecting others. Please continue to observe social distancing, to use the
hand sanitiser on entering and leaving our churches.
_____________________________________________

It is very important at this time that we pray asking God for protection. Perhaps
individuals or families could commit to praying the Rosary each day for relief of this crisis.

A Prayer in the Time of the Coronavirus by Fr Brian Grogan S.J.
Dear God, in 1879 the Apparition at Knock gave hope and courage
to the people of Ireland in difficult times. We ask that Our Lady
may now protect your beloved people from the coronavirus.
May its victims be strengthened by the spiritual support of the
Christian community and restored soon to full health.
We also pray for the medical personnel who deal with the virus.
This we ask in confidence through Christ Our Lord. Amen.
Our Lady of Knock, pray for us. St Joseph, pray for us.
St John the Evangelist, pray for us.
_________________________________________________________
.

A Holy Hour for an Increase in Vocations to Priesthood and Religious Life in the
Diocese of Derry, led by Bishop McKeown, will
take place in St Eugene’s Cathedral on Thursday
16th September beginning with Mass at 7.30 pm
followed by a Holy Hour. Everyone welcome.
Derry Diocesan Vocations Prayer
Lord Jesus Christ, gentle shepherd, You know
your sheep, and you know how to reach their hearts. Give to the people of the diocese of
Derry hearts that are open to the call of the Holy Spirit. Speak to the hearts of the (young)
men of our diocese that they may hear your call to follow you and serve your people as
priests. Awaken in them the courage to answer: ‘Here I am, Lord, Send me’. St Eugene, pray
for us, St Columba, pray for us, St John Vianney, pray for us. Visit: derryvocations.org

AN ACT OF SPIRITUAL COMMUNION
“My Jesus, I believe that you desire to make your home within me and
that you are present in the Most Holy Sacrament of the altar.
I love you above all things, and I desire to receive you in my soul.
Since I cannot at this moment receive you sacramentally, come
spiritually into my heart. I embrace your love as if you were already
there, and I unite myself wholly to you. Never permit me to be
separated from you. Amen."
_________________________________________________________________________

Requiescant in Pace We extend our sympathy to the family and friends of
Angela (Annie) McLaughlin, Danesfort Crescent, Patricia McLaughlin, Shandon Park,
Fr Aidan Mullan, Adm, St Columba’s, Long Tower
Anniversaries & Birthday Memorials Billy McGreanery, Des McLaughlin, Anne Delaney
________________________________________________________________________

Anniversary Masses and Prayers If you wish to have an anniversary Mass offered
or a Mass or prayers offered for any intention, please email the parish offices at
stpatricks@threepatrons.org or stbrigids@threepatrons.org or phone the parochial
houses at St. Patrick’s (028 71262360) or St. Brigid’s (028 71351261).
____________________________________________________________

Supporting Your Parish Thank you for your ongoing generosity to the offertory
collection through envelope, standing order, online payments and the ‘donate’ button on
our parish website. Your support is greatly appreciated. Boxes are available in our three
churches to return your parish envelopes. If you require information about any of the
above methods of supporting Three Patrons Parish, please contact the parish office stpatricks@threepatrons.org or 028 71262360. The bank account details for the parish
are sort code: 90 49 74; account number: 51442271.
Readings for Sunday 19th September 2021, 25th Sunday in Ordinary Time
1st Reading: Wisdom 2:12, 17-20
Describes the trouble the good person can endure,
the same anger that led to the death of Jesus.
Psalm: Psalm 54:3-4, 5, 6 & 8
Response: The Lord upholds my life.
2nd Reading: James 3:16 to 4:3
James challenges people to conquer the wrong desires in themselves,
as a means of bringing peace.
Gospel: Mark 9:30-37
Jesus tells his followers about his death and resurrection,
and teaches them how to be true disciples.
_

__________________________________________________________________

Daily Mass Readings If you want to know or follow the readings for
daily Mass, they are available on the Universalis website and mobile app.
Visit https://universalis.com/europe.ireland/mass.htm. To view today's
readings on your smart phone, just scan our QR code. You can also print
the QR code and put it in a handy place.
_____________________________________________________________________________

Saints of the Coming Week
Monday: St John Chrysostom, bishop and doctor of the Church
Tuesday: The Exaltation of the Holy Cross
Wednesday: Our Lady of Sorrows
Thursday: Ss Cornelius, pope and Cyprian, bishop, martyrs
Friday: St Robert Bellarmine, bishop and doctor of the Church

Pray for vocations to the priesthood and
consecrated life, especially for our Diocese.
Are you being chosen by Christ to pour out your life’s work for souls
with Him as a priest or in the consecrated life? Speak to your local
priest, call your Diocesan Vocations Director (visit derryvocations.org) or email the National Vocations Office: info@vocations.ie.
A Prayer for Vocations based on the words of Pope Francis
LORD of the Harvest,
BLESS young people with the gift of courage to respond to your call.
Open their hearts to great ideals to great things.
INSPIRE all of your disciples to mutual love and giving - for vocations
blossom in the good soil of faithful people.
INSTILL those in religious life, parish ministries and families with the
confidence and grace to invite others to embrace the bold and noble
path of life consecrated to you.
UNITE us to Jesus through prayer and sacrament, so that we may
co-operate with you in building your reign of mercy and truth, of
justice and peace. Amen.
Adapted from Pope Francis’ Message on the 51st World Day of Prayer for Vocations

_

____________________________________________________________________

Pray for the Sick Live Online Join Fr Sean O'Donnell, Waterside Parish as he leads
prayers for the sick every Sunday at 8:30pm, live on SW Prayer channel : https://
www.shalomworld.org/swprayer. Prayers will be followed by Eucharistic Adoration.
Submit your prayer requests to swprayer.org.

Thirty-Fifth Mass Praying With and For Sister Clare Crockett will be celebrated on
Sunday 12th September at 7 pm in Termonbacca. There are limited places for people to
attend. If you wish to book a place contact Termonbacca via facebook PM. Any prayer
intentions you wish to be included in the Mass can also be sent to us. Mass will be
streamed live via Termonbacca YouTube channel.
St Therese Triduum Termonbacca Carmelite Monastery will hold a Triduum of Prayer
to celebrate the feast of St Therese on Wednesday 29th, Thursday 30th September &
Friday 1st October, guided by Bishop Philip Boyce, O.C.D. Mass will be celebrated each
evening at 7.30 pm followed by prayers and blessing with the relic of St Therese. The
Triduum will be streamed live on our YouTube channel. There are also a limited number
of places for people to attend in person. If you wish to book a place, please contact us.
Guided Pilgrimages on the Lough Derg Pilgrim Path will be offered on Sunday, 12th
September, Wednesday, 15th September, Saturday, 18th September, Sunday, 26th
September and Sunday, 3rd October with Mass outdoors, weather permitting. The full
route is a 12km loop, with a shorter 8km option. Advance booking is essential. For
further information email info@loughderg.org or telephone 0(0353) 71 9861518 or
www.loughderg.org. Lough Derg Pilgrim Path, Pettigo, Co Donegal. F94 N289.

Parish Offices If you require any of the following: to book a baptism, to book a wedding,
to request a baptism certificate or marriage certificate, to have marriage paperwork
completed or to have a passport form or driving licence form signed, you are asked to
contact the parish office during the following office hours:
Office opening times:
St Joseph’s, Galliagh & St Brigid’s, Carnhill 9.00 am - 1.00 pm Monday - Thursday
St Patrick’s, Pennyburn 9.15 am - 4.00 pm Tuesday - Friday
Marriages Three months’ notice must be given to the parish before the date of marriage.
Baptisms Please contact the Parish office. At least one Godparent must be Catholic. To
help you prepare for the Sacrament of Baptism, you will be given the opportunity to
choose between coming to a meeting in or have a couple come to your home.
Safeguarding If you have any concerns with regard to safeguarding children or adults in
need of protection within the Church please contact Maire Gormley, Diocesan Liaison
Person, email: marie.gormley@derrydiocese.org, telephone: 07596 500 793 or PSNI
(Police Service of Northern Ireland) 101 or Social Services: Gateway Services, Western
HSC Trust, 71314090 and ask for the Duty Social Worker.
Thank You We extend our thanks to those who volunteer as stewards in
our three churches.
Thanks also to those who clean our churches
everyday and ensure they are safe spaces for all.
Aid for the Children of Yemen Fr Neal Carlin’s new book, The Eagle, The Tiger and
Covid, is now on sale at €10 / £10 and can be purchased by contacting
goldenagecentre@hotmail.com. All proceeds are being sent via a direct contact to aid the
children of Yemen.
COVID-19 Support Line ALONE manage a national support line and additional supports
for older people who have concerns or are facing difficulties relating to COVID-19.
Professional staff are available to answer queries and give advice and reassurance where
necessary. The support line is open 7 days a week, 8am - 8pm, by calling 0818 222 024.
IOSAS Centre & Celtic Prayer Garden Planning your week ahead? Why not include a
visit to our Peace Garden and café? Come and enjoy its beauty. The Sanctuary café is open
from 11 am - 4 pm Monday - Thursday, 11 am - 3 pm Friday and 10 am - 2.30 pm
Saturday and Sunday. All welcome.
The Derry Diocesan Catechetical Centre, working in Partnership with Saint Mary’s
University, Twickenham, offers the Masters in Catholic School Leadership. This is a
postgraduate degree dedicated to the professional development and spiritual formation of
Catholic school leaders. It is a great opportunity for those currently in leadership roles and
those who aspire to, or have an interest in, leadership roles within the Catholic School
system. Applications for the Autumn intake close 30th September 2021. If you
require any further information, please contact the Derry Diocesan Catechetical Centre on
004428 71264087 or email tferry@derrydiocese.org.
Anam Cara would like to invite you to join them for an online Bereavement Information
and Support Evening on 16th September at 7.00 pm. This event will give you an
opportunity to hear a bereavement professional talk about the difficult challenges and
many milestones grieving a child of any age has on you and your family. To join please
register at https://bit.ly/3Dzyphc or contact Anam Cara on info@anamcara.ie or 085 288
8888.
‘Pause and Ponder’ is a series of reflections inspired by the Pilgrim Path at Lough Derg
with Fr La Flynn, Prior, which can be viewed at https://www.loughderg.org/the-pilgrimpath-at-lough-derg/

AA Can’t Stop Drinking? Call Alcoholics Anonymous 90351222
Gamblers Anonymous Is gambling affecting your life? Perhaps we can help.
Tel 71351329.
C.A.L.M.S. (Community Action for Locally Managing Stress) Mental Health
Support Line is offering the following: providing support with anxiety, panic , insomnia,
low mood, depression and stress; a listening ear; and relaxation / breathing techniques.
The service is available via telephone or zoom free of charge. Tel 079 0704 0568 or
028 71 268 698 Monday - Friday 10 am - 5 pm or leave a message out of hours. Visit
www.calmsstresscentre.org.
Foyle Foodbank, Springtown Industrial Estate, is open from 11 am - 3 pm Monday Friday to help those in food crisis. No transport? No problem. If you have no way of getting to the Foodbank and would like to avail of our services, please do not hesitate to
contact us - tel: 028 71263699 or foylefoodbank@gmail.com or send a private message
on facebook. Donations can be dropped off at the Foodbank from 9 am - 4 pm Monday Friday. Many myths exist surrounding foodbanks and often they prevent people from
seeking the help they need. Anyone can find themselves in need of emergency food,
there is no specific ‘type’ of person who goes to a foodbank. We help people who work
full-time, part-time, zero hour, contracts or multiple jobs. Anyone who is in crisis can get
a foodbank voucher and come to us. Please contact 028 71263699. We are more than
happy to help.
Childline How are you feeling?
Good,
Depressed? We’re working a little differently
1-2-1 chat with us from 9 am - 10.30 pm.
9 am - 3.30 pm. You can also send an email
usually reply within a day.

Okay, Excellent, Bad, Horrible, Stressed,
because of coronavirus. You can still start a
Or you can call 0800 1111 for free from
using a Childline account any time, and we’ll

Northlands If you are worried about your own or someone else’s drinking, drug use or
gambling, please contact Northlands in confidence on (028) 71313232 during office hours.
There is no charge for our services which are open and available to all. Northlands is in
the business of ‘turning unhappiness into hope’. Northlands is based at Shepherd’s Way,
Dungiven Rd, Derry, BT47 5GW. Email info@northlands.org.uk
Children in Crossfire You can buy face masks and help us make a difference for
vulnerable children. Visit: https://www.childrenincrossfire.org/facemasks/
Accord Derry Virtual Interactive Marriage Preparation Programme The next course
date is December 7th/8th. Booking now online at www.accordni.com. Cost: £135 per
couple.
Children in Crossfire invite you to walk 100 miles in
September and raise vital funds for the most vulnerable
children on the planet who suffer from the injustices of poverty. To
take part tel 71269898 or visit their facebook page. Join Our
Workplace 100 Mile Challenge
Are you and your work
colleagues up for some exercise and activity? Team Charity Challenge invites you to walk,
run or cycle. Contact us on facebook, email shauna.oneill@childrenincrossfire or tel
71269898 during office hours.
Ladies Only Cycle takes place on Sunday 26th September in aid of Foyle Hospice.
Choose from one of three routes: cycle path 20 miles, path / road £25 miles, road 50
miles. Registration £15. Commemorative certificate for all cyclists. Why not get on your
bike this September for Foyle Hospice Visit https://eventmaster.ie/event/QD2kInKSOy
and get on your bike for Foyle Hospice this September.
Study Theology from Home, is this for you? The Priory Institute provides online
Theology courses to degree level. Attend Saturday lectures in Tallaght or from the comfort
of your own home. Register now for Autumn 2021. Find out more at prioryinstitute.com

Citizens’ Survey Boomhall Trust invites you to share your views on the restoration and
regeneration of Boomhall Estate & Gardens. To take part in the online survey click on this
link https:// www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/ YCF8Z3W.
The Sacred Heart Messenger is available online. You can subscribe at https://
www.messenger.ie/product/sacred-heart-messenger-subscription/
St Brigid’s Community Bingo takes place every Wednesday, Friday and Sunday at 9.00
pm at St Brigid’s Centre, Carnhill. Doors open at 7.30 pm.
Lifeline If you are in distress or despair call Lifeline free on 0808 808 8000 and speak with
a crisis counsellor. Lifeline is available 24/7 and is free to call from all landlines and
mobiles. You are not alone
Irish Language Diploma Part time undergraduate course at Ulster University, Magee
starting in September.
Visit https://www.ulster.ac.uk/courses/202122/irish-language26829.
Coffee Dock and Gift Shop at Ards Friary are open. The Coffee Shop is takeaway only
for now. Everyone welcome.
Climate Change The Diocese of Derry has launched a consultative plan about climate
change and the environment . A draft of the Environmental Strategy has been posted on
the Derry Diocesan website, https://www.derrydiocese.org/diocese/environmentalstrategy.
Irish Volunteer Agency Creates Online Global Network Viatores Christi, a
faith-based development organisation has specialised in the recruitment, training and
deployment of overseas volunteers since 1960. VC have just launched, along with our
partner agencies in Volunteering for Humanity, a new Online Discussion Forum that is open
to all! The forum is an online community that is free for everyone to join and to start
discussions about volunteering - how to become a volunteer; to share stories and to find
volunteering opportunities such as the #EUAVI. To learn more about the forum go to our
website www.vcvvolunteers.ie.
Accord Couples and Relationship Support Line & Online Counselling If you need to
speak to an experienced couples/relationships counsellor during this time of
unprecedented stress and pressure on family life contact 003531 5313331, 028 956800151
or 003531 9059555. Lines open 9am - 8pm Monday - Friday. All calls charged at local
rate. Accord is now offering an online counselling service. Online counselling appointments
can be accommodated every day from 9.30 am - 9.30 pm. Those interested in availing of
the service should access accord.ie or
make
contact
with
Accord
CLG’s
administration
team
on
onlinecounselling@accord.ie. For more
see www.accord.ie.
New Play, ‘Fall from Grace’ written
and directed by Mary McLaughlin:
Waterside
Theatre, 30th September
& 1st October, at 8.00 pm.
Tickets
available
online
https://
watersidetheatre.cloudvenue.co.uk/
fallfromgrace

St Columba’s Long Tower Parish Retreat 12th-15th September, led by Fr Pat Collins.
Theme: Called and Sent ‘Go out to the whole world; proclaim the Good News to all
creation.’ Mark 16:9-15
Sunday 12th September Introduction, Evening Prayer & Talk at 6.00 pm
Monday 13th September Mass at 6.30 am & 10 am, Evening Prayer & Talk at 7.30 pm
Tuesday 14th September Mass at 6.30 am & 10 am, Evening Prayer & Talk at 7.30pm
followed by Confessions
Wednesday 15th September Mass at 6.30 am & 10.am, Evening Prayer & Talk at 7.30 pm
___________________________________________________________

Dromantine Retreat Centre The following Retreat and Workshops will be offered by
Fr Hugh Lagan SMA: ‘Called by a New Na – Refocus, recharge and reconnect in a postpandemic world. Sunday 3rd October, 5pm – Friday 8th October, 9.30am. Cost £420/
€490. ‘Broken Open’ Workshop – How difficult times can help us grow. Friday 19th
November, 5pm – Sunday 21st November, 2pm. Cost £200 / €230. Enquiries and
reservations: Tel 028 (048 from ROI) 30821964. Email: admin@dromantineconference.com
World’s Biggest Coffee Morning Why not sign up to host a Coffee Morning on 24th
September? From a group in your garden, a virtual coffee or takeaway cake, you’ll help
Macmillan do whatever it takes for people with cancer. Once you’ve registered we’ll send
you your free fundraising kit. Visit www.coffeeregister.macmillan.org.uk
Derry Hearing Aid User Support Service The next support session will take place on
Thursday 16th September from 11 am - 1 pm at Carnhill Resource Centre, 42 Racecourse
Rd, Derry, BT48 8DA. We can provide new batteries, cleaning and retubing for NHS hearing
aids. This is a socially distanced drop off and pick up service.
Please follow the instructions below to help us keep everyone safe.

Hearing aids must be placed in a labelled envelope with name and contact details.

They will be collected at the entrance and brought inside for maintenance.

Users can wait in their car or return later to collect hearing aids.

Hearing aids can be dropped off by friends or family members.
Sessions are held every quarter. Upcoming date: Thursday 16th December 2021.
Alzheimer’s Society Memory Walk Why not take on your own Memory Walk on 19th
September or whenever suits you from 1st - 30th September? Choose the location, the
route and who you walk with. Whether you walk on your own or with friends and family,
Whether you walk on paths, pavements, parks or pebbles, every step you take helps
provide vital dementia support for those who need it most. By pledging to raise £160 or as
much as you can, you will change the lives of people affected by dementia. Visit:
www.alzheimersevents.org.uk
Aileen’s Gentle Yoga Class starts back on Thursday 16th September from 12.30pm –
2.00pm in the Bishop’s Field Sports Centre, Central Drive, Creggan. £3 per class. Please
bring your own mat and blanket.
The Every Voice Festival, managed by Allegri Arts Organisation and based in the NW of
Ireland is a community-focused festival whose main objective is to celebrate local
heritage, culture and the arts while promoting Derry City and Strabane District Council as a
tourism destination. This year the festival marks 1500 years since the birth of
Colmcille, patron saint of Derry, through music and prayer. This concert was filmed in the
beautiful settings of St Columb’s Cathedral, St Columba's Church Long Tower and Áras
Cholmcille. It features Long Tower Folk Group, St Columb's Cathedral Choir and
St Eugene's Cathedral Choir as well as a performance from an inter-denominational choir of
community singers from throughout Derry and Donegal. The concert celebrates the city's
shared heritage and early Irish Christianity. Visit https://m.youtube.com/watch?

The Northern Catholic Bishops have announced that they will host an online webinar
series of historical talks marking the centenary of Partition and the establishment of
Northern Ireland. These talks will be led by Dr Éamon Phoenix, political historian, columnist
and broadcaster, who will be joined by a number of academic historians from the North
and South over four Monday nights from 13 September to 4 October 2021. To register
email cjp@iecon.ie.

QUESTIONS PEOPLE ASK Q. What did Peter
mean when he called Jesus the Christ?
A.
Jesus was the personal name of the
Saviour given after his birth. Christ is not so
much a name as the title with which Peter
professed his belief that Jesus was the Anointed
One of God, the promised Messiah. Prophets,
priests and kings received special anointing with
sacred oil to prepare them for their tasks. All
three vocations are united in Jesus the Anointed
One, the Christ. As prophet he is the revealer of
God’s message; as priest he is the mediator
between God and people; as king he proclaimed
the kingship of God.
At baptism and
confirmation Christians are Christened, that is,
anointed with the oil of chrism to unite us with
Jesus Christ in his teaching, his worship of the
Father and his kingdom. Fr S O’Flynn

This month, Pope Francis has asked us
to pray that all will strive to live an
environmentally sustainable lifestyle.

‘By

my words, I will show you my faith’

In the second reading today from St James we read,
‘What good is it, my brothers and sisters, if you say you
have faith but do not have works?’ And in our Gospel
reading we hear: ‘The way you think is not God’s way
but man’s…’. These are challenging texts which remind
us to reflect on what path we are walking as followers of
Jesus. Jesus’ path was radically different to what people
of his time expected of a Messiah. It was a path that
would lead to much sacrifice. Being a Christian today
means following Jesus’ example, being counter-cultural
and making sacrifices for a greater good.
Today is also the second Sunday in the Season of
Creation, a time we are called to explore our relationship with nature, God’s creation. Pope
Francis reminds us in Laudato Si’ – On Care for Our Common Home that ‘We are not
God’ (LS, 67). He challenges us to re-examine our vocation to care for creation. In the past
we misinterpreted God’s words in Genesis to mean that we could have dominion over all of
creation, own it and plunder it for our own use. Pope Francis invites us instead to explore
our role as carers of creation and reminds us that the very first commandment we were
ever given was to be protectors of this beautiful world. Yet, we know the earth cries out to
us and that we are living through the sixth mass extinction of life on this earth due to
human activity. Ecosystems are collapsing; biodiversity is in crisis. Laudato Si’ is a
hope-filled document, reminding us that we can set out on a new path, that we are capable
of turning things around. One key action each of us can take this Season of Creation is to
plant a native Irish tree. Each parish, diocese, family, school, university can engage in this
symbolic action to help Restore Our Common Home. This week, gather two or three people
and explore what can be done, mindful that our Gospel today urges us to walk God’s ways
not man’s.
Jane Mellett
___________________________________________________________________

The Feast of the Triumph of the Cross takes place on Tuesday
14th September. There are a number of Scripture verses which are
really important for believers to know - and even know by heart. And
one of these we find in today’s Gospel reading.
‘God so loved the world that he sent his only Son, that whoever
believes in him should not perish but have eternal life’ (v 16). This
verse is important because it contains what Pope Francis might call the ‘initial
proclamation’, the basic gospel message. If this were the only Scripture we managed to
learn by heart we would do well. For it encapsulates the very essence of the Christian
faith, that God, the Creator of the whole universe, sent his Son, God made man, to die on
the cross, so that every single human being might inherit the gift of eternal life. The
beauty about this message is that it lays low the idea that we can save ourselves - we
cannot. Not one of us can enter the joy of heaven on our own merit - we enter the joy of
heaven on the merit and through the righteousness of God’s only Son.
Our Lady of Sorrows 15th September The feast of the Holy Cross is celebrated
each year on 14th September. The following day we honour Mary, the woman
who stood at the foot of the cross as her son died. She knows what it’s like when
‘a sword of sorrow’ pierces the heart. Yet she was her son’s first and best
disciple, an example for us to copy.
Mary, Mother of Sorrows,
you suffer with us when we endure the cross:
pray for us.

