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All That He Needed  
 

The character Bartimaeus leaps out from the pages of Markôs 
Gospel and stays with us as we go on our way from Sunday to 

Sunday. Bartimaeus wasnôt born blind, because he actually asks 
that he might see again .  Bartimaeus was no stranger to loss 

and suffering.  Going blind must have meant losing not only his 

independence and livelihood but being condemned to endure 
much suffering and humiliation.  
 

All through the Gospel the other disciples have been on the 

road with Jesus as he goes from town to town teaching and 
healing.  But they have failed to truly see him or understand his 

words.  All that time, Bartimaeus was sitting in the dust by the 
side of the road, day after day, going nowhere it seemed, yet 

he was in truth like a tree planted beside a flowing stream, the roots of his faith               
growing unseen until the day his Master came and said óGo your way, your faith has made 

you wellô.            Excerpt from a homily by Fr Dermot Morrin OP  
 

Lord Jesus, grant me a simple and humble faith which is                                                  

unashamed to approach you in need and humility.                                              

Give me the courage, perseverance and tenacity of Bartimaeus                                     

so I too may approach you with freedom and confidence .       

______________________________________________________________  

 

Forty Hours Adoration  The annual Solemn Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament  

begins today (Sunday) after 12.30 pm Mass in St Brigidôs Church, Carnhill.  

Exposition will close with Rosary and Benediction at 7 pm. Forty Hours will resume  
on Monday after 9 am Mass and will close with Rosary and Benediction at 7 pm.  

Everyone is invited to come and spend some time in the presence of  

the Blessed Sacrament over these days.  
 

The Annual Novena to Our Mother of Perpetual Help  will begin in                            

St Josephôs Church, Galliagh, on Monday 25th October at 11 am Mass and will                     
continue for nine Mondays ending on Monday 20th December.  Everyone is                 

welcome to join us for the Novena in St Josephôs or via the webcam. 
 

One Hour with God -  Monthly Eucharistic Adoration                     

Pope Francis is inviting the faithful all over the world to come with 
him óon a journeyô as a ñSynodal Churchò.  The word synod means 

ñwalking togetherò and ñindicates a way of being together as 

Church and ódiscerningô how best to spread the Gospel amidst the 
challenges of life in the 21st centuryò.  Bishop Donal will                         

celebrate Mass to launch the preparations for the Synod as 
a diocese in St Brigidôs Church, Carnhill on Saturday 30th 

October at 6.00 pm .  The Mass will be followed by a Holy Hour 

of Eucharistic Adoration, praise and prayer.  We pray for an                    
outpouring of the Holy Spirit to guide and direct the people of God 

who make up the Church, the Body of Christ on this synodal path 
of discernment in the years ahead.  

                                                                                            



Mission Sunday Today marks Mission Sunday.             

ñWe cannot but speak about what we have seen 

and heard,ò taken from the Acts of the Apostles, is 

the theme chosen by Pope Francis for World Mission 

Day 2021. The message is twofold.  It is a message of 

hope: Jesus Christ is risen and we cannot keep his 

love,  compassion and mercy to ourselves.  It also 

challenges us to stand up and speak out on behalf of 

those whose voices are too small to be heard.  For 

them, we cannot remain silent.   
 

óRivers do not drink their own water; trees do not eat 

their own fruit; the sun does not shine on itself and 

flowers do not spread their fragrance for themselves. Living for others is a rule of nature. 

We are all born to help each other. No matter how difficult it is . . . Life is good when you 

are happy; but much better when others are happy because of you.ô        Pope Francis  

 

    Prayer for Mission Sunday  
 

Father of all, you sent your Son to carry out your                     
mission of redeeming the world. Today, many still 
have not heard his message of truth and love. Our 
world is torn by war and conflict, by poverty and                    

injustice. Let the light of your Gospel of love so shine in the world that it may be 
transformed into a worthy home for all your children of every race and                  
country. Bless all missionaries throughout the world that their work may bear 
fruit. Together with them, may we too share in the missionary work of the 
whole Church that your Kingdom of justice, love and peace may come in all 
hearts and in all nations. We make our prayer through Christ our Lord, Amen.  
 
 

This weekend parishes worldwide 

celebrate World Mission Sunday. 

The kindness shown will help       

overseas missionaries to continue 

to share the love of God with some 

of the worldôs most marginalised 

and vulnerable people. Thank you 

for supporting in whatever way you can, and please remember it is more than an appeal 

for financial help. Missionaries also need spiritual support. On World Mission Sunday                      

missionaries take great strength in knowing that the faithful of the world are keeping them 

in their thoughts and prayers. Help right now. Donate ú4.00 by texting the word óMissionô 

to 50300. Alternatively donate at www.missio.ie or call Missio Ireland on 01 497 2035. To 

learn more go to www.missio.ie *  
 

We Cannot Remain Silent Every Thursday in the Mission Month of October, Noel Bradley, 

who worked as a missionary in Nigeria, will lead Mission presentations.  The next                          

presentation will be on Thursday 28th October at 7.30 pm. To take part, send an email to 

buncranafaith@gmail.com to receive link for Zoom call.   
 

For more information on the individual presentations, the speaker and to receive the Zoom 

link, visit derrydiocese.org/mission -month.  

 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

In his  message for World Mission Day , Pope Francis has  

underlined the need for a ñmission of compassionò, especially 
in the context of the Covid -19 pandemic. The theme chosen for  

World Mission Day, which is celebrated today, Sunday 24th  
October, is óWe cannot but speak about what we have seen and 
heardô, which is a phrase taken from the Acts of the Apostles. 

Pope Francis explains that Jesusô relationship with his disciples 
and his humanity, ñshows us the extent to which God loves our 

humanity and makes his own our joys and sufferings, our hopes  
and our concerns.ò  
He notes that ñEverything about Christ reminds us that he  

knows well our world and its need for redemption, and calls us  
to become actively engaged in this mission.ò  

Focusing his attention on the experience of the Apostles, Pope Francis writes that the Apostles tell 
us that ñThe history of evangelisation began with the Lordôs own passionate desire to call and enter 
into friendly dialogue with everyone, just as they are.ò 

Experiencing the Lordôs friendship, compassion and teaching, says the Pope ñleft an                    
indelible mark on them [the Apostles], awakening amazement, expansive joy and a                     

profound sense of gratitude.ò 
The Pope points out that ñWith Jesus, we too have seen, heard and experienced that things can be 

different.ò  ñThe ecclesial community reveals its splendour whenever it recalls with gratitude that 
the Lord loved us first.ò 
Challenges of the pandemic  However, Pope Francis stresses that life can be difficult. The Book of 

Acts, he says ñteaches us to endure hardship by clinging firmly to Christ.ò 
Referring to the current Coronavirus pandemic, the Pope writes that the virus has ñbrought to the 

fore and amplified the pain, the solitude, the poverty and the injustices experienced by so many 
people.   It has unmasked our false sense of security and revealed the brokenness and polarisation 
quietly growing in our midst.ò 

He goes on to say that ñThose who are most frail and vulnerable have come to feel even more so. 
We have experienced discouragement, disillusionment and fatigue; nor have we been immune from 

a growing negativity that stifles hope.ò 
He is not here, but has risen   Yet, Pope Francis says, ñwe can hear the powerful message of life 
that echoes in our hearts and proclaims: óHe is not here, but has risenôò. 

This message, comments the Pope, is one of hope that ñshatters every form of determinism and, to 
those who let themselves be touched by it, bestows the freedom and boldness needed to rise up 

and seek with creativity every possible way to show compassionéò 
Amid this pandemic, underlines the Pope, ñwhen there is a temptation to disguise and justify                        
indifference and apathy in the name of healthy social distancing, there is urgent need for  the                    

mission of compassion , which can make that necessary distancing an opportunity for encounter, 
care and promotion.ò 

In our present circumstances, he continues, ñthere is an urgent need for missionaries of hope who, 
anointed by the Lord, can provide a prophetic reminder that no one is saved by himself.ò 
A call to serve   In his message, Pope Francis describes the theme of this yearôs World Mission Day 

as a summons to each of us to óownô and to bring to others what we bear in our hearts.ò 
ñI like to think that óeven those who are most frail, limited and troubled can be missionaries in their 

own way, for goodness can always be shared, even if it exists alongside many limitations,ôò the 
Pope says.  
On World Mission Day, which is celebrated each year in October, Pope Francis observes that it is an 

opportunity to ñrecall with gratitude all those men and women who by their testimony of life help 
us to renew our baptismal commitment to be generous and joyful apostles of the Gospel.   Let us 

remember especially all those who resolutely set out, leaving home and family behind, to bring the 
Gospel to all those places and people athirst for its saving message.ò 
Courageous witness  When we contemplate their missionary witness, writes the Pope,  ñwe are 

inspired to be courageous ourselves.ò 
He also points out that ñthe call to mission is not a thing of the past, or a romantic leftover from 

earlier times.ò  Today too Jesus needs ñmessengers and agents of compassion.ò he says. 
Concluding his message, Pope Francis stresses that ñAlways, but especially in these times of                

pandemic, it is important to grow in our daily ability to widen our circle, to reach out to others who, 
albeit physically close to us, are not immediately part of our ñcircle of interests.ò 
To be on mission, he adds, ñis to be willing to think as Christ does, to believe with him that those 

around us are also my brothers and sisters.ò 

 

http://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/messages/missions/documents/papa-francesco_20210106_giornata-missionaria2021.html


We welcome people back to the public celebration of the Eucharist in the 
three churches of our parish. For those who prefer to do so, we invite you to 

join us via webcam in Three Patronsô Parish by watching our live                   

streaming which can be viewed online at churchservices.tv/pennyburn, 
churchservices.tv/carnhill, churchservices.tv/galliagh or the parish website 

at  www.threepatrons.org/webcam.       

ST PATRICKôS CHURCH, PENNYBURN  
 

Sunday  6.00 pm: (Sat) Vigil ; 10.00 am & 12.00 noon: Mass  
 

Monday -  Friday  7.30 am: Mass  10.00 am: Mass followed by the Rosary  
 

Saturday   10.00 am: Mass followed by Rosary  
 
 

ST BRIGIDôS CHURCH, CARNHILL  
 

Sunday  6.00 pm: (Sat) Vigil; 10.30 am & 12.30 pm: Mass  
 

Monday -  Friday  9.00 am: Mass followed by Rosary  
 

 

ST JOSEPHôS CHURCH, GALLIAGH  
 

Sunday  7.00 pm: (Sat) Vigil ; 9.00 am & 11.00 am: Mass  
 

Monday -  Friday  10.30 am: Rosary ; 11.00 am: Mass   
 
 
t  

Face Coverings:  We ask and encourage all adults and children aged 14 years  

and over to please wear a face covering at all services of worship  

(unless they are exempt from wearing mandatory face coverings).    
 

Medical advice is that wearing face coverings is first and foremost about  
protecting others. Please continue to observe social distancing, to use the  

hand sanitiser on entering and leaving our churches.   
 

 

 

 

_____________________________________________  

 

It is very important at this time that we pray asking God for protection. Perhaps                         
individuals or families could commit to praying the Rosary each day for relief of this crisis.  
 

A Prayer in the Time of the Coronavirus  by Fr Brian Grogan S.J.  

Dear God, in 1879 the Apparition at  Knock gave hope and courage  

to the people of Ireland in difficult times.  We ask that Our Lady  

may now protect your beloved people from the coronavirus.   

May its victims be strengthened by the spiritual support of the  
Christian community and restored soon to full health.  

We also pray for the medical personnel who deal with the virus.  
This we ask in confidence through Christ Our Lord. Amen.  
 

Our Lady of  Knock,  pray for us.   St Joseph, pray for us.   

St John the Evangelist, pray for us.  

 

 
_________________________________________________________  

 
 

Monthly Mass in honour of St Pio will be celebrated on Monday                         

1st November at 7.00 pm in St  Patrickôs, Pennyburn.  

We ask Godôs blessing on all through the intercession of St Pio. 
 

A Marriage Enrichment Programme  takes place from   5th ï 7th November, hosted by 

Catholic Marriage Encounter. Restore communication, renew commitment  and rekindle                 

romance.   This is an online experience (using Zoom), starting on Friday evening at                         
8 pm and ending on Sunday afternoon at 2:30 pm.  Full details on: https://

www.marriageencounter.ie  
 

Thank You for your ongoing support of our collections.  

https://www.marriageencounter.ie/
https://www.marriageencounter.ie/


AN ACT OF SPIRITUAL COMMUNION  

ñMy Jesus, I believe that you desire to make your home within me and 
that you are present in the Most Holy Sacrament of the altar.                            

I love you above all things, and I desire to receive you in my soul. 
Since I cannot at this moment receive you sacramentally, come                      

spiritually into my heart. I embrace your love as if you were already 
there, and I unite myself wholly to you. Never permit me to be                         

separated from you. Amen."    
 

                _________________________________________________________________________  

Requiescant in Pace We extend our sympathy to the family and friends of Eamon 

Doherty, 54 Ederowen Park, James Hannigan, St Francis Terrace, Ursula Doherty,                     
Duncreggan Road                  
 

Anniversaries & Birthday Memorials Kathleen Gallen, Fr Jim Hamilton, Rose Donnelly, 

Bobby Fitzpatrick, Jim Cartin, Rose McHugh, Gay Bracken    
 

________________________________________________________________________  

 
 

 

 

 

Anniversary Masses and Prayers If you wish to have an anniversary Mass offered                                

or a Mass or prayers offered for any intention, please email the parish offices at   
stpatricks@threepatrons.org or stbrigids@threepatrons.org or phone the parochial             

houses at St. Patrickôs (028 71262360) or St. Brigidôs (028 71351261).   

 

 

____________________________________________________________  
 

Supporting Your Parish Thank you for your ongoing generosity to the offertory               

collection through envelope, standing order, online payments and the ódonateô button on 
our parish website. Your support is greatly appreciated. Boxes are available in our three 

churches to return your parish envelopes. If you require information about any of the 
above methods of supporting Three Patrons Parish, please contact the parish office -  

stpatricks@threepatrons.org or 028 71262360. The bank account details for the parish  
are sort code: 90 49 74; account number: 51442271.    

 

 
_______________________________________________________  

 

 Readings for Sunday 31st October 2021, Thirty First Sunday in Ordinary Time  
           1st Reading:  Deuteronomy 6:2 -6 

You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart  

Psalm: Psalm 18: 2 -3, 3 -4, 47, 51  

       Response: I love you, Lord, my strength  

           2nd Reading: Hebrews 7:23 -28  

          Christ our high priest can never lose his priesthood  

                 Gospel: Mark 12:28 -34  

           Which commandment is the first of all?  
               

      Saints of the Coming Week  

                          Monday: Blessed Thaddeus MacCarthy, bishop  

        Wednesday: St Otteran, monk  

               Thursday: Ss Simon and Jude, apostles  

           Friday: St Colman, bishop  
            

The Every Voice Festival , managed by Allegri Arts Organisation and based in the North 
West of Ireland is a community - focused festival whose main objective is to celebrate local 

heritage, culture and the arts while promoting Derry City and Strabane District Council as 
a tourism destination. This year the festival marks 1500 years since the birth of Colmcille, 

patron saint of Derry, through music and prayer. This concert was filmed in the beautiful 
settings of St Columbôs Cathedral, St Columba's Church Long Tower and Ćras Cholmcille. It 

features Long Tower Folk Group, St Columb's Cathedral Choir and St Eugene's Cathedral 
Choir as well as a performance from an inter -denominational choir of community singers 

from throughout Derry and Donegal. The concert celebrates the city's shared heritage and 

early Irish Christianity. https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=7YfQdIIGxY0  



Pray for vocations to the priesthood and  

consecrated life, especially for our Diocese.  
Are you being chosen by Christ to pour out your lifeôs work for souls 

with Him as a priest or in the consecrated life? Speak to your local 
priest, call your Diocesan Vocations Director (visit derryvoca-

tions.org) or email the National Vocations Office: info@vocations.ie.  
 

A Prayer for Vocations based on the words of Pope Francis  
 

LORD  of the Harvest,  

BLESS young people with the gift of courage to respond to your call. 
Open their hearts to great ideals to great things.  

INSPIRE  all of your disciples to mutual love and giving -  for vocations 

blossom in the good soil of faithful people.  
INSTILL  those in religious life, parish ministries and families with the 

confidence and grace to invite others to embrace the bold and noble 
path of life consecrated to you.  

UNITE  us to Jesus through prayer and sacrament, so that we may                     
co-operate with you in building your reign of mercy and truth, of                  

justice and peace. Amen.  
 

Adapted from Pope Francisô Message on the 51st World Day of Prayer for Vocations   _ 

 
____________________________________________________________________  

 
 

Pray for the Sick Live 

Online  Join Fr Sean 
O'Donnell, Waterside 

Parish as he leads 
prayers for the sick every 

Sunday at 8:30pm, live 
on SW Prayer channel : 

h t t p s : / /
www.shalomworld.org/

swprayer. Prayers will be 

followed by Eucharistic 
Adoration.                

Pray for Families Live 

Online Join Fr Pat OôHagan, Moville Parish as he leads prayers for families every Monday 
at 8.30 pm, live on SW Prayer channel: https://

www.shalomworld.org/swprayer. Prayers will be 
followed by Eucharistic Adoration.  
 

Worried?  Stressed?  Feeling helpless?  No 

matter what you are going through, be assured 
that the Shalom Intercessory team is here to pray 

for you around the clock.  Your intentions will be 

remembered during Holy Mass, Eucharistic                   
Adoration, Rosary and Divine Mercy live                       

broadcasts. Submit your prayer requests to 
swprayer.org.  

 
Can you Foster?  Could you give a home to a 

vulnerable child when they need it most?  
Barnardoôs Fostering NI is looking for foster                 

carers.  Foster placements can be long - term, short
- term, emergency, short breaks and parent and 

child together.  To learn more, please tel 028 
90652288 or visit https://www.barnardos.org.uk/

foster.  
 

 


