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Asking the Wrong Questions
Today’s gospel is challenging. It contains two instances of Jesus
correcting a popular opinion of the time and offering an alternative way.
The first is one of the few times Jesus is presented as speaking about
marriage. The question asked by the Pharisees is whether it is ‘against
the Law’ for a man to divorce his wife. Note that they do not ask whether
divorce is right, or just - only whether it is legal. They are testing Jesus of
course. They know the answer and so does he: divorce was indeed
allowed under the law. Divorce was relatively common in the society of
the time, though there were different interpretations of the law.
But Jesus, as always, is less concerned about the law than the rightness of
a situation. He directs his questioners instead to God’s plan for marriage and the unity between a married couple. When he delivers his strongest words about divorce, it is in the
context of adultery; the sin is not the breaking of the legal agreement, but the betrayal of
one’s spouse. The Pharisees are asking the wrong question.
The second part of the gospel sees Jesus once again teaching people to look at things in a
new way. Children at the time of Jesus, not unlike wives, were often viewed as property,
without any rights of their own. The disciples fail to show any concern for them when they
turn them away. But Jesus welcomes them, blesses them, and treats them with love and
concern. He goes so far as to present them as teachers, on account of their faith and
openness. Another surprising attitude!
Tríona Doherty
Lord, may your love be upon us, especially in our commitments.
_________________________________________________________

Welcome We welcome to our parish Mr Stephen Ward, Stephen is a diocesan
seminarian, near the completion of his studies in preparation for priesthood. Bishop
McKeown has appointed Stephen to the parish for the coming months. He will assist at
various liturgical celebrations and sacramental preparation. We wish him every happiness
while he is among us and we pray God’s guidance on his continuing discernment towards
priesthood.
St Pio House, Galliagh On Monday 4th October we celebrate the Feast of
St Francis of Assisi, a significant date in the liturgical calendar of our local
Franciscan Friars.
On Sunday 3rd October at 7.30 pm, you are invited to St Joseph’s Church, Galliagh
to a time of prayer and reflection / Transitus. This liturgy is celebrated to mark the
Passion of St Francis of Assisi. (respectful of social distancing / face coverings).
On Monday, the Feast of St Francis of Assisi, we mark a significant event. Bishop
McKeown will celebrate 11 am Mass in St Joseph’s Church and immediately afterwards will
offer a prayer of blessing at St Pio House. This development is a remarkable achievement
for the Franciscan Friars, Three Patrons’ Parish and indeed our wider diocesan faith
community.
The Centre will be a place of prayer, welcome and study. To recall those words of Jesus,
“Where two or three are gathered in my name, there I am in the midst of them”.
The Centre has only been achieved, thanks to the great generosity of so many people, both
locally and afar. It is important to know that whatever your contribution to the St Pio
House, it has been greatly appreciated. We wish every blessing on all those who will be
associated with St Pio House in time to come.
__________________________________________________________

We welcome people back to the public celebration of the Eucharist in the
three churches of our parish. For those who prefer to do so, we invite you to
join us via webcam in Three Patrons’ Parish by watching our live
streaming which can be viewed online at churchservices.tv/pennyburn,
churchservices.tv/carnhill, churchservices.tv/galliagh or the parish website
at www.threepatrons.org/webcam.

ST PATRICK’S CHURCH, PENNYBURN
Sunday 6.00 pm: (Sat) Vigil; 10.00 am & 12.00 noon: Mass
Monday 7.30 am: Mass 10.00 am: Mass followed by the Rosary
7.00 pm: Monthly Mass in honour of St Pio
Tuesday - Friday 7.30 am: Mass 10.00 am: Mass followed by the Rosary
Saturday 10.00 am: Mass followed by Rosary

ST BRIGID’S CHURCH, CARNHILL
Sunday 6.00 pm: (Sat) Vigil; 10.30 am & 12.30 pm: Mass
Monday - Friday 9.15 am: Mass followed by Rosary

ST JOSEPH’S CHURCH, GALLIAGH
Sunday 7.00 pm: (Sat) Vigil; 9.00 am & 11.00 am: Mass
Monday - Friday 10.30 am: Rosary; 11.00 am: Mass
t

Face Coverings: We ask and encourage all adults and children aged 14 years
and over to please wear a face covering at all services of worship
(unless they are exempt from wearing mandatory face coverings).
Medical advice is that wearing face coverings is first and foremost about
protecting others. Please continue to observe social distancing, to use the
hand sanitiser on entering and leaving our churches.
_____________________________________________

It is very important at this time that we pray asking God for protection. Perhaps
individuals or families could commit to praying the Rosary each day for relief of this crisis.

A Prayer in the Time of the Coronavirus by Fr Brian Grogan S.J.
Dear God, in 1879 the Apparition at Knock gave hope and courage
to the people of Ireland in difficult times. We ask that Our Lady
may now protect your beloved people from the coronavirus.
May its victims be strengthened by the spiritual support of the
Christian community and restored soon to full health.
We also pray for the medical personnel who deal with the virus.
This we ask in confidence through Christ Our Lord. Amen.
Our Lady of Knock, pray for us. St Joseph, pray for us.
St John the Evangelist, pray for us.
.

_________________________________________________________

Monthly Mass in honour of St Pio will be celebrated on Monday
4th October at 7.00 pm in St Patrick’s, Pennyburn.
We ask God’s blessing on all through the intercession of St Pio.
PRAYER TO ST PIO O Glorious St Pio, patron of those who are in need of healing,
I call upon you and seek your help. Please intercede for all those who are in need
of spiritual, emotional or physical healing. Obtain for them comfort during their
sufferings, strength when they feel weary, hope when they feel discouraged and
joy when they are down-hearted. Help them know the peace of Jesus and the
certainty of His victory in their suffering, through Christ, our Lord, Amen.

Day for Life is celebrated annually by the Catholic Church in
Ireland, Scotland, England and Wales. It is a day dedicated to
raising awareness of the meaning and value of human life at every
stage and in every condition.
This year’s Day for Life will be celebrated in Ireland on Sunday 3rd
October on the theme ‘The Good Samaritan: A Model of
Compassion’.
In the context of the recent proposal to introduce assisted suicide,
both in Ireland and the UK, this year’s message invites Catholics to consider a more
positive and compassionate response to the care of people who are in the final stages of
life.
The Catholic Church’s approach to end of life care is well articulated in the recent Vatican
document Samaritanus bonus on the care of persons in the critical and terminal phases
of life. In that document we are reminded that Jesus gave us the image of the good
Samaritan as the model for our compassion and our solidarity with those who find
themselves vulnerable and who fear being abandoned in their final illness. The Good
Samaritan is one who “crosses over”, who “binds up wounds” and who, most important of
all “stays with” the person for as long as is required.
Day for Life Message of the Irish Catholic Bishops’ Conference: ‘The Good Samaritan –
A Model of Compassion’ can be viewed at https://www.catholicbishops.ie/2021/09/22/day
-for-life-2021-the-good-samaritan-a-model-of-compassion/

AN ACT OF SPIRITUAL COMMUNION
“My Jesus, I believe that you desire to make your home within me and
that you are present in the Most Holy Sacrament of the altar.
I love you above all things, and I desire to receive you in my soul.
Since I cannot at this moment receive you sacramentally, come
spiritually into my heart. I embrace your love as if you were already
there, and I unite myself wholly to you. Never permit me to be
separated from you. Amen."
_________________________________________________________________________

Requiescat in Pace We extend our sympathy to the family and friends of Dermot
Carter, Elaghmore Park
Anniversaries & Birthday Memorials Fr James McEvoy, Francis Raymond McClintock,
Jack Breslin, Frankie Campbell, Seamus Lynch, Mary Rose Breslin, Martin Higgins,
Nora Mullaney, Willie Carson
________________________________________________________________________

Anniversary Masses and Prayers If you wish to have an anniversary Mass offered
or a Mass or prayers offered for any intention, please email the parish offices at
stpatricks@threepatrons.org or stbrigids@threepatrons.org or phone the parochial
houses at St. Patrick’s (028 71262360) or St. Brigid’s (028 71351261).
____________________________________________________________

Supporting Your Parish Thank you for your ongoing generosity to the offertory
collection through envelope, standing order, online payments and the ‘donate’ button on
our parish website. Your support is greatly appreciated. Boxes are available in our three
churches to return your parish envelopes. If you require information about any of the
above methods of supporting Three Patrons Parish, please contact the parish office stpatricks@threepatrons.org or 028 71262360. The bank account details for the parish
are sort code: 90 49 74; account number: 51442271.
Thank you for your generosity to the collection for Parish Youth Ministry last week.
_______________________________________________________

Readings for Sunday 10th October 2021, 28th Sunday in Ordinary Time
1st Reading: Wisdom 7:7-11
Solomon praises Wisdom as more precious than gold, silver, health, or beauty
Psalm: Psalm 90: 12-13, 14-15, 16-17
Response: Fill us with your love, O Lord, and we will sing for joy
2nd Reading: Hebrews 4:12-13
The word of God is alive and active, bringing wisdom
Gospel: Mark 10:17-30
The rich young man declines to follow Jesus

Saints of the Coming Week
Monday: St Francis of Assisi
Tuesday: St Faustina Kowalska, virgin
Wednesday: St Bruno, priest
Thursday: Our Lady of the Rosary
Saturday: St John Henry Newman, priest;
Ss Denis, bishop and Companions, martyrs; St John Leonardi, priest
_____________________________________________________________

A Marriage Enrichment Programme takes place from 5th – 7th November, hosted by
Catholic Marriage Encounter. Restore communication, renew commitment and rekindle
romance. This is an online experience (using Zoom), starting on Friday evening at 8 pm
and ending on Sunday afternoon at 2:30 pm. Full details on: https://
www.marriageencounter.ie

Pray for vocations to the priesthood and
consecrated life, especially for our Diocese.
Are you being chosen by Christ to pour out your life’s work for souls
with Him as a priest or in the consecrated life? Speak to your local
priest, call your Diocesan Vocations Director (visit derryvocations.org) or email the National Vocations Office: info@vocations.ie.
A Prayer for Vocations based on the words of Pope Francis
LORD of the Harvest,
BLESS young people with the gift of courage to respond to your call.
Open their hearts to great ideals to great things.
INSPIRE all of your disciples to mutual love and giving - for vocations
blossom in the good soil of faithful people.
INSTILL those in religious life, parish ministries and families with the
confidence and grace to invite others to embrace the bold and noble
path of life consecrated to you.
UNITE us to Jesus through prayer and sacrament, so that we may
co-operate with you in building your reign of mercy and truth, of
justice and peace. Amen.
Adapted from Pope Francis’ Message on the 51st World Day of Prayer for Vocations

_

____________________________________________________________________

Pray for the Sick Live
Online
Join Fr Sean
O'Donnell,
Waterside
Parish
as
he
leads
prayers for the sick every
Sunday at 8:30pm, live
on SW Prayer channel :
h t t p s : / /
www.shalomworld.org/
swprayer. Prayers will be
followed by Eucharistic
Adoration.
Pray for Families Live
Online Join Fr Pat O’Hagan, Moville Parish as he leads prayers for families every Monday
at 8.30 pm, live on SW Prayer channel: https://
www.shalomworld.org/swprayer. Prayers will be
followed by Eucharistic Adoration.
Worried? Stressed? Feeling helpless? No
matter what you are going through, be assured
that the Shalom Intercessory team is here to pray
for you around the clock. Your intentions will be
remembered during Holy Mass, Eucharistic
Adoration, Rosary and Divine Mercy live
broadcasts. Submit your prayer requests to
swprayer.org.
A Guided Pilgrimage on the Lough Derg
Pilgrim Path will be offered on Sunday 3rd
October with Mass outdoors, weather permitting.
The full route is a 12km loop, with a shorter 8km
option. Advance booking is essential. For further
information
email
info@loughderg.org
or
telephone
(0353)
71
9861518
or
www.loughderg.org. Lough Derg Pilgrim Path,
Pettigo, Co Donegal. F94 N289.

Parish Offices If you require any of the following: to book a baptism, to book a wedding,
to request a baptism certificate or marriage certificate, to have marriage paperwork
completed or to have a passport form or driving licence form signed, you are asked to
contact the parish office during the following office hours:
Office opening times:
St Joseph’s, Galliagh & St Brigid’s, Carnhill 9.00 am - 1.00 pm Monday - Thursday
St Patrick’s, Pennyburn 9.15 am - 4.00 pm Tuesday - Friday
Marriages Three months’ notice must be given to the parish before the date of marriage.
Baptisms Please contact the Parish office by telephone. At least one Godparent must be
Catholic.
Safeguarding If you have any concerns with regard to safeguarding children or adults in
need of protection within the Church please contact Maire Gormley, Diocesan Liaison
Person, email: marie.gormley@derrydiocese.org, telephone: 07596 500 793 or PSNI
(Police Service of Northern Ireland) 101 or Social Services: Gateway Services, Western
HSC Trust, 71314090 and ask for the Duty Social Worker.
Thank You We extend our thanks to those who volunteer as stewards in
our three churches.
Thanks also to those who clean our churches
everyday and ensure they are safe spaces for all.
Derry Diocesan Pilgrimage to Lourdes 2022 Although mindful of all the uncertainties
we face at this time, the Pilgrimage Director and staff have begun planning for a return to
Lourdes in early summer 2022. While it is still too early to provide details, it is intended
that the date and duration will be as in recent years and hopefully these will be confirmed
and announced by the end of 2021. We ask for the prayers of the people of the diocese so
that, by the grace of God and intercession of Our Lady of Lourdes, we may return to
Lourdes once more.
________________________________________________________

Confirmation Enrolment Masses Three Patrons Parish is having an Enrolment Mass for
each Primary 7 class in the parish to begin their preparation for their Confirmation year.
Parents and guardians are invited to tune in via the webcam for these Masses.
St Patrick’s Primary School: St Patrick’s Church, Pennyburn
Mrs Adlard’s class - 10 am Mass Monday 4th October
Mrs Moore’s class -10 am Mass Tuesday 5th October
Mr Bradley’s class - 10 am Mass Wednesday 6th October
Mrs Callan’s class - 10 am Mass Thursday 7th October
Mrs Smith’s class - 10 am Mass Friday 8th October
St Brigid’s Primary School: St Brigid’s Church, Carnhill
Miss McDaid’s class & Mr O’Doherty’s class - 1:45 pm Mass on Monday 4th October
Greenhaw Primary School: St Brigid’s Church, Carnhill
Mrs Gallick’s class & Mr Martin’s class - 1:45 pm Mass on Tuesday 5th October
St Paul’s Primary School: St Joseph’s Church, Galliagh
Miss McGinty’s class - 11 am Mass on Tuesday 5th October
St Therese’s Primary School: St Joseph’s Church, Galliagh
Miss McCaul’s class - 11 am Mass Thursday 7th October
Mrs McCloskey & Mrs McCaul’s class - 11 am Mass Friday 8th October

We pray for each person preparing to celebrate the Sacrament
of Confirmation, that they may be strengthened by the Holy Spirit
to live as Jesus asked us to, Amen.

The Pope’s Monthly Prayer Intention for October You are
invited to answer the Holy Father’s request and to join with many
people worldwide in praying for this intention: Missionary Disciples
We pray that every baptised person may be engaged in evangelisation,
available to the mission, by being witnesses of a life that has the
flavour of the Gospel.
Mission Month of October Today marks the first Sunday of Mission Month
of October. “We cannot but speak about what we have seen and
heard,” taken from the Acts of the Apostles, is the theme chosen by Pope
Francis for World Mission Day 2021 which will be observed on October 24th.
The message is twofold. It is a message of hope: Jesus Christ is risen and we
cannot keep his love, compassion and mercy to ourselves. It also challenges
us to stand up and speak out on behalf of those whose voices are too small to be heard.
For them, we cannot remain silent. In his message, Pope Francis underlines that amid this
pandemic there is the need for a ’mission of compassion’.
World Missions Ireland is the Holy Father’s official charity for overseas mission. World
Missions Ireland brings the hope of the Gospel where there is turmoil, poverty or
uncertainty, and aid to where the Church is new, young or poor. World Missions Ireland
also empowers local people to form and sustain communities of faith. They also help to
train and nurture future leaders so the vital work of the Church can continue to take place.
The world is in crisis. In many poorer parishes in Africa, Asia, and Latin America it is
overseas missionaries who are on the front line. Show them your support. Donate €4.00 by
texting the word ‘Mission’ to 50300. Alternatively donate at www.missio.ie or call Missio
Ireland on 01 497 2035. To learn more go to www.missio.ie. Through your generosity they
support missionaries who are caring for some of the most vulnerable communities in the
world. (Texts cost €4. Missio will receive a minimum of €3.60.

October: Mission Month A series of presentations on Mission Today - what mission
means in today's society - will be available online, by Zoom, on the Tuesday and Thursday
evenings of the month of October. Each presentation is free and will consist of a short
talk, discussion on the topic and and chance to ask questions. For more information on the
individual presentations, the speakers and to receive the Zoom links, visit
derrydiocese.org/mission-month
Mary’s Meals - Good News to share! Thanks to
your prayers and generosity, Mary’s Meals are
now feeding over 2 million children in their place
of education every single school day. To find out
more about their work, how it has grown from
200 - 2 million in only 19 years or how you can
get involved locally , why not join us for one of
our online Zoom Talks which will be offered on
Tuesday 5th October and Thursday 14th October at
11 am or 7 pm on both days. Please contact
caoimhe.mccann@marysmeals.org or phone
Caoimhe on 07394564065 to register.

AA Can’t Stop Drinking? Call Alcoholics Anonymous 90351222
Gamblers Anonymous Is gambling affecting your life? Perhaps we can help.
Tel 71351329.
C.A.L.M.S. (Community Action for Locally Managing Stress) Mental Health
Support Line is offering the following: providing support with anxiety, panic , insomnia,
low mood, depression and stress; a listening ear; and relaxation / breathing techniques.
The service is available via telephone or zoom free of charge. Tel 079 0704 0568 or
028 71 268 698 Monday - Friday 10 am - 5 pm or leave a message out of hours. Visit
www.calmsstresscentre.org.
Foyle Foodbank, Springtown Industrial Estate, is open from 11 am - 3 pm Monday Friday to help those in food crisis. No transport? No problem. If you have no way of getting to the Foodbank and would like to avail of our services, please do not hesitate to
contact us - tel: 028 71263699 or foylefoodbank@gmail.com or send a private message
on facebook. Donations can be dropped off at the Foodbank from 9 am - 4 pm Monday Friday. Many myths exist surrounding foodbanks and often they prevent people from
seeking the help they need. Anyone can find themselves in need of emergency food,
there is no specific ‘type’ of person who goes to a foodbank. We help people who work
full-time, part-time, zero hour, contracts or multiple jobs. Anyone who is in crisis can get
a foodbank voucher and come to us. Please contact 028 71263699. We are more than
happy to help.
Childline How are you feeling?
Good,
Depressed? We’re working a little differently
1-2-1 chat with us from 9 am - 10.30 pm.
9 am - 3.30 pm. You can also send an email
usually reply within a day.

Okay, Excellent, Bad, Horrible, Stressed,
because of coronavirus. You can still start a
Or you can call 0800 1111 for free from
using a Childline account any time, and we’ll

Northlands If you are worried about your own or someone else’s drinking, drug use or
gambling, please contact Northlands in confidence on (028) 71313232 during office hours.
There is no charge for our services which are open and available to all. Northlands is in
the business of ‘turning unhappiness into hope’. Northlands is based at Shepherd’s Way,
Dungiven Rd, Derry, BT47 5GW. Email info@northlands.org.uk
Children in Crossfire You can buy face masks and help us make a difference for
vulnerable children. Visit: https://www.childrenincrossfire.org/facemasks/
Study Theology from Home, is this for you? The Priory Institute provides online
Theology courses to degree level. Attend Saturday lectures in Tallaght or from the comfort
of your own home. Register now for Autumn 2021. Find out more at prioryinstitute.com
Aid for the Children of Yemen Fr Neal Carlin’s new book, The Eagle, The Tiger and
Covid, is now on sale at €10 / £10 and can be purchased by contacting
goldenagecentre@hotmail.com. All proceeds are being sent via a direct contact to aid the
children of Yemen.
COVID-19 Support Line ALONE manage a national support line and additional supports
for older people who have concerns or are facing difficulties relating to COVID-19.
Professional staff are available to answer queries and give advice and reassurance where
necessary. The support line is open 7 days a week, 8am - 8pm, by calling 0818 222 024.
Sober October It’s not too late to get involved and give up alcohol in October and raise
much needed funds for Foyle Hospice. You can set up your own Facebook Fundraiser at
https://bit.ly/3DQJo5Q and your family and friends can sponsor you quickly and easily,
with all donations coming straight to Foyle Hospice with no fuss. Good luck.
IOSAS Centre & Celtic Prayer Garden Planning your week ahead? Why not include a
visit to our Peace Garden and café? Come and enjoy its beauty. The Sanctuary café is
open from 11 am - 4 pm Monday - Thursday, 11 am - 3 pm Friday and 10 am - 2.30 pm
Saturday and Sunday. All welcome.

The Sacred Heart Messenger is available online. You can subscribe at https://
www.messenger.ie/product/sacred-heart-messenger-subscription/
St Brigid’s Community Bingo takes place every Wednesday, Friday and Sunday at 9.00
pm at St Brigid’s Centre, Carnhill. Doors open at 7.30 pm.
Lifeline If you are in distress or despair call Lifeline free on 0808 808 8000 and speak with
a crisis counsellor. Lifeline is available 24/7 and is free to call from all landlines and
mobiles. You are not alone
Climate Change The Diocese of Derry has launched a consultative plan about climate
change and the environment . A draft of the Environmental Strategy has been posted on
the Derry Diocesan website, https://www.derrydiocese.org/diocese/environmenta strategy.
Accord Couples and Relationship Support Line & Online Counselling If you need to
speak to an experienced couples/relationships counsellor during this time of
unprecedented stress and pressure on family life contact 003531 5313331, 028 956800151
or 003531 9059555. Lines open 9am - 8pm Monday - Friday. All calls charged at local
rate. Accord is now offering an online counselling service. Online counselling appointments
can be accommodated every day from 9.30 am - 9.30 pm. Those interested in availing of
the service should access accord.ie or make contact with Accord CLG’s
administration team on onlinecounselling@accord.ie. For more see www.accord.ie.
Give Blood, Save Lives NI Blood Transfusion Service will collect donations of blood at
the Guildhall, Derry, BT48 6DQ on Wednesday 6th & Thursday 7th October from 12.30 pm
- 4 pm & 5 pm - 7.30 pm. Please note: you must wait 7 days after your Covid vaccine
before you can donate. To arrange an appointment to donate please tel 08085534666.
Dromantine Retreat Centre The following Retreat and Workshops will be offered by
Fr Hugh Lagan SMA: ‘Called by a New Na – Refocus, recharge and reconnect in a postpandemic world. Sunday 3rd October, 5pm – Friday 8th October, 9.30am. Cost £420/
€490. ‘Broken Open’ Workshop – How difficult times can help us grow. Friday 19th
November, 5pm – Sunday 21st November, 2pm. Cost £200 / €230. Enquiries and
reservations:
Tel
028
(048
from
ROI)
30821964.
Email:
admin@dromantineconference.com
‘Pause and Ponder’ is a series of reflections inspired by the Pilgrim Path at Lough Derg
with Fr La Flynn, Prior, which can be viewed at https://www.loughderg.org/the-pilgrimpath-at-lough-derg/
‘Blessed Is She’ invites ladies of all ages to join us once a month for a Blessed Brunch at
Termonbacca Carmelite Retreat Centre. The next meeting is on Saturday 23rd October
from 12 noon - 2 pm. A Blessed Brunch is a gathering of women ready to seek a deeper
relationship with Christ through community. These brunches are opportunity for women to
get together, eat, pray and journey through spiritual books together. For bookings or
queries please PM on facebook or email termonbaccaderry@gmail.com.
Foyle Hospice Coffee Mornings are Back! Raise a Cuppa
for Foyle Hospice and host your own coffee morning to raise
vital funds. It’s easy to do - get your friends, family or
co-workers together (socially distanced of course) and have a
cuppa. Sign up to our coffee morning by emailing
Noel@foylehospice.com or calling the Fundraising Office on
028 71359888. We will provide a FREE Coffee Morning pack
with a few coffee morning essentials including tea and coffee.
Get involved today and Raise a Cuppa for Foyle Hospice.
Termonbacca Derry From next week our shop will be open Monday - Friday from 11 am
- 5 pm. Thank you for your support.

The Season of Creation
Today we mark the end of the Season of Creation,
a time where we celebrate all that is part of our
beautiful world, God’s creation. It is a season
where we pray with and for creation and remind
ourselves that we are protectors of this earth,
given responsibility to ‘till’ and to ‘care’, not to
plunder and destroy. Yet we know that our world is
suffering. In Laudato Si, Pope Francis’ encyclical on
Care for Our Common Home, we are asked to hear
the cry of the earth, to awaken to what is happening to God’s creation and to take the urgent action
that is needed. Laudato Si describes the roots of
the environmental crisis as a deeply spiritual crisis
because we have forgotten who we are and where
we come from. We are called to reconnect with God’s creation and take example from
St. Francis of Assisi, whose feast day we celebrate tomorrow. St. Francis is the patron
saint of ecology and saw God in all of creation. He was a mystic and a pilgrim and had a
deep relationship with nature. St Francis saw the deep interconnectedness of all things
and experienced God’s creation as family, ‘Brother Sun, Sister Moon, Brother Wind,
Sister Water’. The COVID -19 crisis has reminded all of us of this deep interconnection;
that we share one common humanity and live together on a common home. We are now
urgently called to Restore Our Common Home.
As we bring this Season of Creation to
a close, let it be a beginning, a
springboard into contemplation and
action where our relationship with
God’s creation is concerned. This is an
urgent call. And one which faith
communities have a responsibility to respond to. Pope Francis is leading the way and is
inviting the church to join the Laudato Si’ journey. Over the next seven years, parishes
are invited to sign up to achieve seven Laudato Si’ Goals and become a Laudato Si’
Parish (www.laudatosiactionplatform.org ). We would like to invite a small group to
come together and explore this possibility. Much support is available from Trócaire and
Eco-Congregation Ireland and it is an opportunity to be a witness to helping to address
the environmental crises. This would be one clear way to play our part in Restoring Our
Common Home as a parish community. So, let us pray today that we might re-awaken
within us a sense of awe and wonder and strive to restore our world. Let us Live
Laudato Si. “Truly much can be done!” (LS, 180). “Just as happens when we fall in love
with someone, whenever St. Francis would gaze at the sun, the moon or the smallest of
animals, he burst into song, drawing all other creatures into his praise.” (LS, 11). “For a
long time, we carried on thinking we could be healthy in a world that was sick. But the
crisis has brought home how important it is to work for a healthy world… “To come out
of this crisis better we have to see clearly, choose well and act right. Let’s talk about
how, let us dare to dream.” (Pope Francis, Let us Dream). St. Francis of Assisi, pray for
us.
Jane Mellett
You can find this year's Season of Creation resources on www.catholicbishops.ie

Lord, we pray that we may gain a deeper appreciation of the beauty and
diversity of all that you have created and of how we are interconnected
with each other and with the natural world. Lord hear us.

Foyle Hospice is in urgent need of volunteers for their Hospice
Shops in Derry, Strabane and Limavady. Would you like to be
part of the Hospice Family and make a difference? Anyone can
volunteer if you are able to commit a few hours a week on a
regular basis and you are over the age of 16 years, we would be
delighted to hear from you. To get involved, please contact our
Volunteer Coordinator, Rachael Osbourne at 028 71351010 or
racehael@foylehospice.com.
Children in Crossfire Sunrise Cycle As part of
our silver anniversary celebrations, our Executive
Director, Richard Moore and our friend and
support, Dr Joe McEvoy will lead a 25 mile Sunrise
Cycle from Derry to Buncrana and back on
Saturday 30th October. If you’d like to take part,
please visit https://givepenny.com/events/sunrisecycle
Thornhill Ministries is offering ‘Beyond the
Bruising:’ An oasis hour for those seeking
serenity as they live with fractured relationships.
Available on zoom. Saturday
9th October at
11:00am.
For
details
contact
thornhillministries@derrydiocese.org
Matt Talbot Prayer Society St Eugene’s Cathedral launched the Matt Talbot Prayer
Society to pray for people suffering from, recovering from or affected by any form of
addiction. To join the Matt Talbot Society, you are invited to enrol the name of the
person to be prayed for and the addiction from which we pray they will be freed. Those
enrolled will be prayed every day by members of the Society. Mass will be offered on the
first Monday of every month in St Eugene’s Cathedral at 7.30 pm. You will also receive an
enrolment card to enable you to join in the prayer. To enrol please contact 71262894 or
steugenes@btconnect.com or private message St Eugene’s Cathedral Facebook page.
Padre Pio Prayer Group will hold their monthly meeting on Tuesday 5th October at Holy
Family Church, Ballymagroarty beginning with the Rosary at 6.45 pm and the celebration
of Mass at 7.15 pm and continuing with closing prayers at 7.45 pm. A first class relic of
St Pio will be available for veneration. Covid restrictions in place. All welcome.
Let’s Talk Church Music! For those involved in planning and supporting music in our
parishes there is an online gathering to consider ways of developing support for this vital
ministry. If you are interested and in order to obtain the details of the zoom meeting,
please send an email to Sister Perpetua at thornhillministries@derrydiocese.org. The zoom
meeting will be from 6:30 pm to 7:30 pm on Monday 11th of October. All welcome.
Anam Cara Donegal would like to invite you to a short morning workshop aimed at front
line professionals in the area. The overall aim of the morning is to introduce you, as a
frontline professional, to the differences between normal and complex grief.
While grieving is a normal response to death and loss, families who have experienced the
death of loved one during the Covid 19 pandemic may be struggling with their grief and
loss. With social restrictions easing in October 2021 and the return of face to face
meetings, those working on the frontline may encounter bereaved family members who
are suffering from disenfranchised grief or complex grief.
This event will take place on Tuesday 12th October 2021 from 10.30 am -12.30 pm
in the Raddison Blu Letterkenny. The key note speaker is Liam Cannon (New Dawn
Counselling). In order to reserve your free place please register your interest via the
Eventbrite link. https://bit.ly/2Xxm9ND

