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     The Bond of Family Life 
 

 We know for a fact that God’s greatest work is carried out within the 

family.  We know this because Jesus was born into a family, and that 
means that there can be no better school for us to grow in holiness 

and mature.  During his long pontificate, Pope John Paul II reflected 
much on the sheer dignity and grandeur of the family and he wrote: 

‘Our salvation was wrought in the context of the family; and it is 
thanks to this that all of us are saved.   
 

Today’s feast is of universal significance and the light of the Holy 

Family shines out to anywhere where there is a human family – which in fact means                         

everywhere.’  Of course, what is self -evident and striking about every family is that simple 

fact of its ordinariness.  The life of every family is built around the day-to-day realities of       

existence, the rough and tumble of daily life, and the tensions, hardships and suffering as 

well as the joy, tenderness, delight and fun of being part of a family.  Jesus lived in                    

obscurity for thirty-three years before his public ministry began.  We can be certain that 

during those years his life consisted of the mundane, the routine and the ordinary.                    

However, it was in the ordinary, mundane and routine that Jesus learnt to listen to his                   

Father and to delight in doing his will.  The same is true of us: it is within the family that we 

too learn the art of prayer, the skill of listening to the Lord and the discipline of putting to 

death our sinful nature, and where we learn day by day to walk in the power of the Holy 

Spirit.  
 

Today, thank God for your family, because it is truly the gift of God.  If we cannot love those 

within our immediate family, we will struggle to love those outside of this circle.  It is within 

the family that we learn to love.  It is within the family that we learn to serve.  It is within 

the family that we learn to pray.  The family then is a school of the gospel, the ‘domestic 

church’ where our Christian vocation is realised and fulfilled. 
 

Lord Jesus, today I praise and thank you for the Holy Family of Nazareth.                            

Fill my heart with gratitude and thanks for the family you have given me, and help 

me love and serve them as you would have me love and serve them, Amen. 

 

                Prayer For The Feast Of The Holy Family   
  

     Loving God, guardian of our homes,  

      when you entrusted your Son         

      to the care of Mary and Joseph,  

 you did not spare them the pains that touch the life of every family.         
 

 Teach us to rely on your word, that in our trials as in our joys 

 we may be clothed in gentleness and patience and united in love. 
 

 Make us ever thankful for the blessing you give us through Jesus Christ,  

 your Word make flesh, who lives and reigns with you 

 in the unity of the Holy Spirit, God for ever and ever, Amen. 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Irish Mass The regular Irish Masses have resumed on the first and third Sundays of every 
month at 12.30 pm in St Joseph’s Church, Galliagh.  The next Mass will be next Sunday, 2nd 

January.  All welcome. 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
                                                                                            

 
 



Searching for Jesus 
 

In today’s Gospel we get a glimpse of Jesus as a young boy as he                     
disappears for three days while the family are on pilgrimage to                

Jerusalem.  Searching for a lost child for even 20 minutes is a most nerve 
wracking event for a parent.  But to lose the Son of God for three days is 

something else.  You might think that Jesus is even being disobedient to 
his parents in this story.  We should remember that ancient writers often 

included a scene from the childhood of their hero in order to show the 

signs of great things to come.  Jesus is eventually found sitting with the 
teachers in the Temple and is revealed as a very wise teacher. 
 

While this Gospel passage gives us a glimpse of the young boy Jesus, it is also a                       

reminder of our own helplessness to do anything but let God’s dream be dreamed.                      
Jesus knew this in a way that his parents could not fully grasp: ‘Why have you done this to 

us?’  Mary and Joseph experience the tension between the anxieties of our world and the 
need to listen and live centred on God. 
 

Today we celebrate the feast of the Holy Family, we pray for families everywhere, for                 

parents and children and ask God to be with them, to guide them and protect them.                                          

 

______________________________________________________ 

 

 

Mass of Light On New Year’s Eve (Friday), we will gather in the last light of 2021 to go 

out with the light of Christ into 2022. 

Mass will be celebrated at  

4.00 pm in St Brigid’s Church, Carnhill,  

5.00 pm in St Patrick’s Church, Pennyburn and  

6.00 pm in St Joseph’s, Galliagh.  

We entrust ourselves and our loved ones to God for the year ahead.  All welcome. 
 

Mary, Mother of God  Solemnity 1st January  On this day, we are reminded 

of the role that the Blessed Virgin played in the plan of our salvation. Through 

the Holy Spirit, God the Father prepared Mary to conceive His Son so that he 
could live among people. Christ’s birth was made possible when Mary                      

embraced God’s will and freely chose to cooperate with God’s grace,                               
proclaiming, “Be it done to me according to thy word”. So it is that this feast is 

a celebration of Mary’s motherhood of Jesus. This, the most significant of her 
titles and roles – Mother of God – comes from the Greek Theotokos or “God-bearer”.  
 

Calling Mary “Mother of God” is the highest honour we can give her. The Church honours 

her as the Mother of God, looks to her as a model of perfect discipleship, and asks her to 
pray to God on our behalf. Just as Christmas honours Jesus as the “Prince of Peace”, the 

Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God, honours Mary as the “Queen of Peace.” New Year’s Day 
is also designated as the “World Day of Peace”, giving even more credence to the role of 

Mary throughout the world.  
 
 

In mid-December, Pope Francis released his message for the 54th World Day of 

Peace. Pope Francis appealed to the international community and every individual to foster 
a “culture of care” by advancing on the “path of fraternity, justice and peace between                   

individuals, communities, people and nations.” Pope Francis offers the Church’s social                 
doctrine as a “compass” to foster a culture of care for peace in the world.  
 

At the Beginning of a New Year .. I am the light of the world.  Whoever  follows me will 
never walk in darkness but will have the light of life.  (John 8:12) 
 

Dear Lord, when I have doubts and hesitations, act as my guide. 
When I am in darkness, shine like a lamp to light my path. 
When I am worried or troubled, help me to put all my trust in you. 
When I feel lonely, help me to remember that you are always with me. 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

http://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/messages/peace/documents/papa-francesco_20201208_messaggio-54giornatamondiale-pace2021.html
http://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/messages/peace/documents/papa-francesco_20201208_messaggio-54giornatamondiale-pace2021.html




We welcome people back to the public celebration of the Eucharist in the 
three churches of our parish. For those who prefer to do so, we invite you to 

join us via webcam in Three Patrons’ Parish by watching our live                   

streaming which can be viewed online at churchservices.tv/pennyburn, 
churchservices.tv/carnhill, churchservices.tv/galliagh or the parish website 

at www.threepatrons.org/webcam.       

ST PATRICK’S CHURCH, PENNYBURN  
 

Sunday 6.00 pm: (Sat) Vigil; 10.00 am & 12.00 noon: Mass  

Monday - Saturday 10.00 am: Mass followed by the Rosary 
Friday 5.00 pm: Mass of Light 
 

ST BRIGID’S CHURCH, CARNHILL  
 

Sunday 6.00 pm: (Sat) Vigil; 10.30 am & 12.30 pm: Mass  
 

Monday 11.00 am: Mass followed by Rosary 

Wednesday 11.00 am: Mass followed by Rosary 

Friday 4.00 am: Mass of Light  
Saturday 11.00 am: Mass 
 

ST JOSEPH’S CHURCH, GALLIAGH  
 

Sunday 7.00 pm: (Sat) Vigil; 9.00 am & 11.00 am: Mass 
 

Tuesday 11.00 am: Mass  

Thursday 11.00 am: Mass 
Friday 6.00 am: Mass of Light  

Saturday 9.00 am: Mass 
 
 
t 

Face Coverings: We ask and encourage all adults and children aged 14 years  
and over to please wear a face covering at all services of worship  

(unless they are exempt from wearing mandatory face coverings).    
 

Medical advice is that wearing face coverings is first and foremost about  

protecting others. Please continue to observe social distancing, to use the  
hand sanitiser on entering and leaving our churches.   

 

 

_____________________________________________ 
 

It is very important at this time that we pray asking God for protection. Perhaps                         
individuals or families could commit to praying the Rosary each day for relief of this crisis. 
 

A Prayer in the Time of the Coronavirus by Fr Brian Grogan S.J. 
Dear God, in 1879 the Apparition at Knock gave hope and courage  

to the people of Ireland in difficult times.  We ask that Our Lady  

may now protect your beloved people from the coronavirus.   
May its victims be strengthened by the spiritual support of the  

Christian community and restored soon to full health. 
We also pray for the medical personnel who deal with the virus. 

This we ask in confidence through Christ Our Lord. Amen. 
 

 

Our Lady of Knock, pray for us.  St Joseph, pray for us. St John the Evangelist, pray for us. 

 

Monthly Mass in honour of St Pio will be celebrated on Monday 3rd January at 7 pm in                 
St Patrick’s, Pennyburn. We ask God’s blessing on all through the intercession of St Pio.   

. 

PRAYER TO ST PIO  O Glorious St Pio, patron of those who are in need of                    

healing, I call upon you and seek your help. Please intercede for all those who 
are in need of spiritual, emotional or physical healing. Obtain for them comfort               

during their sufferings, strength when they feel weary, hope when they feel                        

discouraged and joy when they are down-hearted.  Help them know the peace of         
Jesus and the certainty of His victory in their suffering, through Christ, our Lord. 

 
 

PRAYER TO ST PIO  O Glorious St Pio, patron of those who are in need                     of 

healing, I call upon you and seek your help. Please intercede for all                      those 

who are in need of spiritual, emotional or physical healing.                         Obtain for 
them comfort during their sufferings, strength when they feel weary, hope when they 

feel discouraged and joy when they are down-hearted.                  Help them know the 

peace of Jesus and the certainty of His victory                                        in their suffer-
ing, through Christ, our Lord, Amen. 



AN ACT OF SPIRITUAL COMMUNION  

“My Jesus, I believe that you desire to make your home within me and 
that you are present in the Most Holy Sacrament of the altar.                            

I love you above all things, and I desire to receive you in my soul. 
Since I cannot at this moment receive you sacramentally, come                      

spiritually into my heart. I embrace your love as if you were already 
there, and I unite myself wholly to you. Never permit me to be                         

separated from you. Amen."    
 

                _________________________________________________________________________ 

Requiescant in Pace We extend our sympathy to the family and friends of Bridie 

McCafferty, Elmvale, Liam Campbell, Glendale Road, Raychel Smith-McLaughlin,  

Fergleen Park, Cyril Browne, Galliagh Park, Margaret McCarron, Slievemore Park, Margaret 

McGill, The Meadows, Jean Coleman (nee McClintock), formerly St Brigid’s Avenue                  
 

Anniversaries & Birthday Memorials Kathleen Martin, Tommy McGee, Frank McGinley, 

Eugene McLaughlin, Peter O’Donnell, Leo Casey, Kain McGinty, Willie O’Connell, Edward & 

Nora Mackey, Frank Semple, John & Mary McFadden, Annie & Paddy Mullin, Patrick Delaney 
  

 

 

 

 

Anniversary Masses and Prayers If you wish to have an anniversary Mass offered                                

or a Mass or prayers offered for any intention, please email the parish offices at   

stpatricks@threepatrons.org or stbrigids@threepatrons.org or phone the parochial             

houses at St Patrick’s (028 71262360) or St Brigid’s (028 71351261).   

 

 

____________________________________________________________ 

 

Supporting Your Parish Thank you for your ongoing generosity to the offertory               

collection through envelope, standing order, online payments and the ‘donate’ button on 

our parish website. Your support is greatly appreciated. Boxes are available in our three 

churches to return your parish envelopes. If you require information about any of the 

above methods of supporting Three Patrons Parish, please contact the parish office - 

stpatricks@threepatrons.org or 028 71262360. The bank account details for the parish  

are sort code: 90 49 74; account number: 51442271.    
 

     Saints of the Coming Week 

             Monday: St John, Apostle and Evangelist 

                 Tuesday: The Holy Innocents 

    Wednesday: St Thomas Becket 

                      Saturday: Mary, Mother of God 

___________________________________________________________ 

 

Accord Derry Marriage Preparation Workshops will take place on the 

following dates: March 8th/9th 2022,  March 22nd/ 23rd 2022, April 

5th/6th 2022.  All courses are Virtual Interactive courses.  They are held on 

Tuesdays and Wednesdays from 7 - 9 pm. Booking online www.accordni.com. 
 

Christmas Resources Available on the Derry Diocesan Website  

Prayers at the Crib A prayer card, poster and a booklet with a series of prayers 

and scripture for use at the Crib at home or in the church is available to download, to print 

or view on a mobile device at: https://www.derrydiocese.org/christmas.  

The 12 Days of Christmas A family prayer booklet has been specifically compiled with 

families in mind. The Gospel for each day of Christmas is accompanied by a Gospel                    

reflection and prayers. The booklet can also be downloaded at: https://

www.derrydiocese.org/christmas.  

Christmas Prayers for Children Thoughts, ideas and resources to help children and 

families to reflect on the true meaning of Christmas and to celebrate and share the gift of 

the Baby Jesus with others available at: https://catecheticalcentre.org/category/

christmas/ 

http://www.accordni.com
https://www.derrydiocese.org/christmas
https://www.derrydiocese.org/christmas
https://www.derrydiocese.org/christmas
https://catecheticalcentre.org/category/christmas/
https://catecheticalcentre.org/category/christmas/


 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Scripture, Prayer and Reflection for Christmas 
 

At Christmas we celebrate the gift of Jesus, our hope and 

peace, Jesus, the light of the world.   

A booklet of prayer for the twelve days of Christmas is 

available to download on the Derry Diocesan website. 
 

The booklet contains the Gospel of the day, a Gospel                  

reflection and prayers for each the twelve days of       
Christmas. 
 

The booklet can be viewed on a computer, tablet or                 
mobile. It can also be printed at home. 
 

You are invited to spend time with scripture, reflection and 

prayer. You may want to use this booklet in your              

private prayer or find a time to gather each day with your 

family.  
 

We pray this Christmas that each of us will rediscover the 

meaning of Our Lord's Nativity and the great hope that it 

proclaims for the world.  
 

Visit: https://www.derrydiocese.org/news/12-days-

of-christmas 
 

May you have a happy, holy, safe and peaceful Christmas and New Year.   

 

_____________________________________________________ 

 

Reflection for the Feast of the Holy Family  

On this Sunday following Christmas we celebrate the Feast of the Holy Family. Today, the 

Church encourages us to look to the family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph for inspiration and 

encouragement. Family is the place where we learn to love by first being loved ourselves. 

The family where love is found is a holy family. Holiness is being like God, and God is love. 

When we are loved, and when we love, we experience God in our lives. We know the Holy 

Family were not exempt from the hurts and challenges that face all families. They were a 

poor family who faced daily toil.  
 

They would have encountered misunderstanding and gossip from others. They would have 

encountered the death of loved ones; we know St. Joseph most likely passed away prior to 

Jesus’ public ministry. In today’s Scripture reading we see Mary and Joseph as worried              

parents in a crisis when their son is lost. When he is found they struggle to understand his 

reply when he is asked why he has done this. Mary devoutly ponders in her heart, and                     

Joseph silently provides for them in strong faith when he fails to understand what Jesus 

says to him. For the next eighteen years, until he began his public ministry, Jesus lived               

under their authority.  

On this feast of the Holy Family, it is good to pray in thanks for our own parents and family. 

No one’s family is perfect. All our family members, including ourselves have made mistakes 

and got things wrong. We have all done and said things that we have later regretted.                    

Regardless of this, we owe our family everything and for this we thank God.  

 

 

 

 

Three Patrons’ Parish Christmas Draw  

  Thank you for your support of the draw. 

   Prizewinners’ names will be in next parish bulletin. 



Readings for Sunday 2nd January, Second Sunday of Christmas 

First Reading: Ecclesiasticus 24:1-2, 8-12 

In praise of the wisdom that God has revealed to us 

Psalm: Psalm 147:12-15,19-20  

Response: The Word was made flesh, and lived among us.  

Second Reading: Ephesians 1:3-6, 15-18 

We are God’s adopted children, through his only Son, Jesus 

Gospel: John 1:1-18 

The eternal Son of God has become human for our sakes, full of grace and truth 

 

Readings for the Solemnity of the Epiphany of the Lord (6th January) 

First Reading: Isaiah 60:1-6  

Above you the glory of the Lord appears  

Psalm: Psalm 71(72):1-2,7-8,10-13  

Response: All nations shall fall prostrate before you, O Lord.  

Second Reading: Ephesians 3:2-3,5-6  

It has now been revealed that pagans share the same inheritance  

Gospel: Matthew 2:1-12  

The visit of the Magi  

 
Readings for Sunday 9th January, The Feast of the Baptism of the Lord 

First Reading:  Isaiah 40:1-5,9-11  

The glory of the Lord shall be revealed and all mankind shall see it  

Psalm: Psalm 103(104):1-4,24-25,27-30  

Response: Bless the Lord, my soul! Lord God, how great you are.  

Second Reading: Titus 2:11-14,3:4-7  

He saved us by means of the cleansing water of rebirth  

Gospel: Luke 3:15-16,21-22  

‘Someone is coming who will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire’   

 

 

_______________________________________________________ 

 
 

Irish Mass The regular Irish Masses have resumed on the first and third Sundays of every 
month at 12.30 pm in St Joseph’s Church, Galliagh.  The next Mass will be next                  

Sunday 2nd January.  All welcome. 
 

Blessing of New Mural of Sister Clare Crockett  The Carmelite Fathers,                                 

Termonbacca will bless the mural, which is located at Medicare Pharmacy, 68 Racecourse 

Road, BT48 8DZ, on Sunday 9th January at 5.30 pm.  Everyone is welcome to come along. 
 

Saints of the Week Beginning Monday 3rd January 

                 Monday: Holy Name of Jesus 

                     Thursday: The Epiphany of the Lord 

       Wednesday: St Thomas Becket 

                        Friday: Saint Raymond of Penyafort, Priest  

 

 

 

 



The Solemnity of the Epiphany of the Lord takes place on Thursday 6th January.        

Mass times are: 

St Patrick’s Church, Pennyburn:  

Vigil (Wednesday 5th January) at 6.00 pm; 7.30 am, 10.00 am and 7.00 pm 

St Brigid’s Church, Carnhill: 

Vigil (Wednesday 5th January) at 6.00 pm; 10.30 am and 7.00 pm 

St Joseph’s Church, Galliagh 

Vigil (Wednesday 5th January) at 7.00 pm; 11.00 am. 
 

The annual collection for the Franciscan Friars of the Renewal will be taken up at these 

Masses. 
 

Gospel Reflection for the Solemnity of the Epiphany 
 

The Wise Men were probably astronomers and                     

philosophers, but most importantly they were 

‘seekers’, looking to the skies for something that 

would bring them closer to God. They would have 

been familiar with the prophecy about a new King 

who would be a very powerful leader, and they may 

have been watching the skies for years, waiting for 

the right astronomical sign which would foretell His 

birth. Many astronomers have since tracked the skies 

from that period, to try to identify what ‘star’ the 

Wise Men could have seen. Some have                          

identified Jupiter, not a star, which in 6bc was following that correct trajectory across the 

sky over many months. One must admire the faithful and determined journey that these 

Wise Men set out on, a journey which involved many risks. The Wise Men represent all 

peoples of all cultures and faiths who make such journeys in search of God. 
 

We often look for signs in our own lives, especially when we are looking for answers. Let us 

have the courage to move out of our comfort zones in search of Jesus, just as the Wise 

Men did. They had no idea of what awaited them, but the Gospel speaks of their delight 

and joy when they arrived to that place. 
 

‘We often make do with looking at the ground … I wonder if we still know how to look up at 

the sky? Do we know how to dream, to long for God, to expect the newness he brings, or 

do we let ourselves be swept along by life, like dry branches before the wind?’ 

            (Pope Francis) Jane Mellett 
 

Lord, by your grace, help me to radiate the life and light of Christ. 

By the power of your Spirit make me a witness of love, truth and grace.   

 
 

 

 
 



Pray for vocations to the priesthood and  

consecrated life, especially for our Diocese.  
Are you being chosen by Christ to pour out your life’s work for souls 

with Him as a priest or in the consecrated life? Speak to your local 
priest, call your Diocesan Vocations Director (visit derryvoca-

tions.org) or email the National Vocations Office: info@vocations.ie. 
 

A Prayer for Vocations based on the words of Pope Francis  
 

LORD of the Harvest,  

BLESS young people with the gift of courage to respond to your call. 
Open their hearts to great ideals to great things.  

INSPIRE all of your disciples to mutual love and giving - for vocations 

blossom in the good soil of faithful people.  
INSTILL those in religious life, parish ministries and families with the 

confidence and grace to invite others to embrace the bold and noble 
path of life consecrated to you.  

UNITE us to Jesus through prayer and sacrament, so that we may                     
co-operate with you in building your reign of mercy and truth, of                  

justice and peace. Amen.  
 

Adapted from Pope Francis’ Message on the 51st World Day of Prayer for Vocations   _ 

 
 

____________________________________________________________________ 
 
The Diocesan Vocations Committee will hold a Holy Hour for Vocations in St Mary's 

Church, Creggan, on Friday 7th January 2022, from 8 - 9 pm.  Everyone is welcome,                      

especially those who may be considering a religious vocation.  Members of the Diocesan 

Vocations Committee will be present, and will be willing to hear Confessions or talk with 

those who wish to discuss their vocation with them.   
 

The Net Newspaper The December edition of The Net is now available online, on 
https://www.derrydiocese.org/news/the-net-december-2021  As always, it features a 

wide variety of news, interesting and inspiring interviews, articles and photos from                   
parishes across the diocese.  
 

St Joseph’s Young Priests will hold their monthly meeting on Friday 7th January after                   
10 am Mass in the Emmaus Room beside Pennyburn church.  New members welcome. 

Thank You  The Society acknowledges with thanks donations of £200 and £50. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

https://www.derrydiocese.org/news/the-net-december-2021
http://ocese.org/news/the-net-december-2021


Marriages Three months’ notice must be given to the parish before the date of marriage.  
 

Baptisms Please contact the Parish office by telephone.  At least one Godparent must be 

Catholic.  
 

Safeguarding If you have any concerns with regard to safeguarding children or adults in 

need of protection within the Church please contact Maire Gormley, Diocesan Liaison                  
Person, email: marie.gormley@derrydiocese.org, telephone: 07596 500 793 or PSNI 

(Police Service of Northern Ireland) 101 or Social Services: Gateway Services, Western 
HSC Trust, 71314090 and ask for the Duty Social Worker.  
 

Thank You We extend our thanks to those who volunteer as stewards in 

our three churches.  Thanks also to those who clean our churches every-

day and ensure they are safe spaces for all.   
 

Pray for the Sick  Join Hospital Chaplains, including Fr Sean                     
O'Donnell, Waterside Parish, as they leads prayers for the sick every 

Sunday at 8:30pm, live on SW Prayer channel. Prayers will be                   
followed by Eucharistic Adoration. Join the live broadcasts at  https://

www.shalomworld.org/swprayer 
 

Shalom World is an online channel dedicated entirely to prayer. Find 
an oasis in your busy day to pray psalms, hear and reflect on the 

scriptures and adore the living God.   
 

Send your Prayer Intentions Worried?  Stressed?  Feeling helpless? 

No matter what you are going through, be assured that the Shalom 
World intercessory team is here to pray for you around the clock.  Your 

intentions will be remembered during Mass,  Eucharistic Adoration, Rosary and Divine 
Mercy LIVE broadcasts.  Send your prayer intentions to https://

www.shalomworld.org/swprayer/prayerrequest 
 

GOAL Mile Walk takes place on St Stephen’s Day (Sunday 26th December),                 

departing Sainsbury’s car park from 11 am - 1 pm. GOAL carries out such                     
valuable work with the poorest and most vulnerable in our society.  GOAL is an                    

international humanitarian response agency established in Ireland over 40 years 
ago. The GOAL Mile is held throughout December, in villages, towns and cities across                  

Ireland and virtually throughout the world. The event sees tens of thousands of people run 
or walk a mile to raise funds for GOAL. One of Ireland’s most popular annual events, the 

GOAL Mile is a Christmas tradition for thousands of families. All welcome.     Visit: https://

www.goalglobal.org/goal-mile/ 
 

The Pope’s Monthly Prayer Intention for January You are invited to 

answer the Holy Father’s request and to join with many people  worldwide 
in praying for this intention: For true human fraternity  We pray for all 

those suffering from religious discrimination and persecution; may their 
own rights and dignity be recognised, which originate from being brothers 

and sisters in the human family. 
 

Matt Talbot Prayer Society St Eugene’s Cathedral launched the Matt Talbot Prayer                        
Society to pray for people suffering from, recovering from or affected by any form of                

addiction. To join the Matt Talbot Society, you are invited to enrol the name of the person 
to be prayed for and the addiction from which we pray they will be freed. Those enrolled 

will be prayed every day by members of the Society. Mass will be offered on the first                    
Monday of every month in St Eugene’s Cathedral at 7.30 pm. You will also receive an                

enrolment card to enable you to join in the prayer. To enrol please contact 71262894 or                         

steugenes@btconnect.com or private message St Eugene’s Cathedral Facebook page.  
 

All or Nothing  Starting on Sunday 16th January, the Carmelite Retreat Centre,                      
Termonbacca will hold a four week youth project looking at Sister Clare Crockett.  This is 

open to all young people of secondary school age.  For information please email                           
termonbaccaderry@gmail.com 

 

 
 

 
 

Lord, I believe. Strengthen my faith.   
 

mailto:marie.gormley@derrydiocese.org


AA Can’t Stop Drinking? Call Alcoholics Anonymous 90351222  

 

Gamblers Anonymous Is gambling affecting your life? Perhaps we can help.                              

Tel 71351329.  

 

C.A.L.M.S. (Community Action for Locally Managing Stress) Mental Health                     
Support Line is offering the following: providing support with anxiety, panic , insomnia, 

low mood, depression and stress; a listening ear; and relaxation / breathing techniques. 
The service is available via telephone or zoom free of charge.  Tel 079 0704 0568 or                 

028 71 268 698 Monday - Friday 10 am - 5 pm or leave a message out of hours. Visit 
www.calmsstresscentre.org. 
 

Foyle Foodbank, Springtown Industrial Estate, is open from 11 am - 3 pm Monday -                   

Friday to help those in food crisis.  No transport?  No problem. If you have no way of get-
ting to the Foodbank and would like to avail of our services, please do not hesitate to       

contact us - tel: 028 71263699 or foylefoodbank@gmail.com or send a private message 
on facebook. Donations can be dropped off at the Foodbank from 9 am - 4 pm Monday - 

Friday. Many myths exist surrounding foodbanks and often they prevent people from 

seeking the help they need.  Anyone can find themselves in need of emergency food, 
there is no specific ‘type’ of person who goes to a foodbank.  We help people who work 

full-time, part-time, zero hour, contracts or multiple jobs.  Anyone who is in crisis can get 
a foodbank voucher and come to us.  Please contact 028 71263699.  We are more than 

happy to help.  

 

Childline How are you feeling?  Good, Okay, Excellent, Bad, Horrible, Stressed,                          
Depressed?  We’re working a little differently because of coronavirus.  You can still start a 

1-2-1 chat with us from 9 am - 10.30 pm.  Or you can call 0800 1111 for free from                      
9 am - 3.30 pm.  You can also send an email using a Childline account any time, and we’ll        

usually reply within a day.  

 

Northlands  If you are worried about your own or someone else’s drinking, drug use or 
gambling, please contact Northlands in confidence on (028) 71313232 during office hours.  

There is no charge for our services which are open and available to all.  Northlands is in 
the business of ‘turning unhappiness into hope’. Northlands is based at Shepherd’s Way, 

Dungiven Rd, Derry, BT47 5GW.  Email info@northlands.org.uk 
 

Children in Crossfire You can buy face masks and help us make a difference for                          

vulnerable children.  Visit: https://www.childrenincrossfire.org/facemasks/ 
 

Disciples of Jesus - Filled With Joy 10th - 14th 
January 2022 10 am - 12 noon The Diocesan                       

Catechetical Centre will be offering another preparation 
programme in January 2022, to support parents, 

schools and parishes as they prepare the children in 

this very important stage of their faith journey. 

Preparation Programme Linking with Filled With 

Joy, pupil workbook and Disciples of Jesus, parent 
booklet (available from the Diocesan Catechetical                

Centre tel: 71264087) the programme will   consist of: 
four sessions, 10 am - 12 noon on 

thencatecheticalcentre.org/webcam/. Each day the 
sessions will include catechesis on different aspects of 

the Sacrament of Confirmation, prayer, creative                   
activities and music. A support pack for the four                       

sessions which will be emailed to schools and available 
on the Catechetical Centre Website. Short Video                  

reflections on the gift of the Holy Spirit and the impact 
Confirmation has made on different people. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://catecheticalcentre.org/webcam/


Lifeline If you are in distress or despair call Lifeline free on 0808 808 8000 and speak with 

a crisis counsellor. Lifeline is available 24/7 and is free to call from all landlines and                      
mobiles. You are not alone  

 

Children in Crossfire Camino de Santiago Friday 1st July - Friday 8th July 2022                         

Five days walking - 93 km.  Are you in?  Contact Shauna O’Neill - 
shauna.oneill@childrenincrossfire.org or tel 028 71269898 or PM on facebook.  Together we 

stand in solidarity with those for whom injustice, poverty, hunger and inequality are still a 
factor of daily life, both around the world and here at home. 
 

Mary’s Meals - Double the Love  Thanks to your support, Mary’s meals are now bringing 
joy to over 2 million children with a daily meal in their place of education.  Our Double the 

Love campaign runs until 31st January 2022.  All donations up to a total of £1.6 million will 
be matched by a generous group of private donors.  There are many ways to get involved.  

Find out more at www.marysmeals.org.uk. 
 

Aid for the Children of Yemen  Fr Neal Carlin’s new book, The Eagle, The Tiger and 
Covid, is now on sale at €10 / £10 and can be purchased by contacting goldenage                      

centre@hotmail.com.  All proceeds are being sent via a direct contact to aid the children of 
Yemen. 

 

Concern Worldwide People are starving in Afghanistan with more than                
8 million on the brink of famine as drought, conflict the Covid-19 pandemic 

cause a catastrophic rise in hunger.  The Disasters Emergency                         
Committee (DEC) are already on the ground, scaling up their                   

operations and are able to reach the people most in need. You can make a donation at 
www.justgiving.com/derryconcern or Concern Worldwide Books, 29 Ferryquay St.                         

Tel: 71367619. 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 



Be Ready To Get Off 
The Bus 
 

The Scripture for today tells 
us that on the bus journey of 
life we should: 
 

i) Be ready to get off the 
bus at any point, that 
is, be ready to meet 
the Lord whenever he 
calls us to himself, 
whether that be in the 
very near future or 
many years away.  The 
important thing is: be 
prepared. 

 

You are invited to pray these little prayers each day from 
Christmas Day.  You can do this individually in your quiet 

time or as a family devotional. 






