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Thoughts on the Gospel 
 

The baptism of Jesus is an important event in each of the gospels, 

heralding as it does the beginning of Jesus' public life and marking 

him out as the beloved of God. Luke's account of the baptism does 

not focus on the event itself but on its aftermath, ie the descent of 

the Holy Spirit on Jesus while he was at prayer. In describing it in 

this way, the evangelist is highlighting two themes that are central 

to his gospel. These are the role of the Spirit and the importance 

of prayer in Jesus' life. For Luke the fact that they are important in 

the life of Jesus means that they must also be important in the 

lives of his followers. 
 

In remembering this incident, we are being asked not only to                 

believe it of Jesus but also to recognise it as our own 
story. Through baptism, each of us has become a beloved son or 

daughter of God and it is an awareness of this reality which becomes the driving force in our 
lives as Christians. The image of God as shepherd and defender is one that we need to                    

consider as we recall our own baptism, for the God who calls us is not some distant                        
disembodied voice but the parent, friend and guide who says to us 'you are my beloved'. It 

was while at prayer Jesus became aware of the power of the Spirit within him and today we 

too are invited to pray for an understanding of what the Holy Spirit is offering us and asking 
of us. 
 

In baptism, God gives us a mission.  It’s a mission to make God known to our world,                      

especially to those who do not know God.  While that mission is general to all baptised, the 
way we carry it out is specific to ourselves.  Realising we have it, and discovering how to 

carry it out, gives purpose to our life - and makes us the beloved son or daughter in whom 
the Father is well pleased.    
 

     Beloved Son of God, baptised by John,  

       we praise you and marvel at your humility. 

         You are one with us in humanity:  
         lead us into the love of the Father, 

         to whom be thanksgiving now and always, Amen.   
 

       
         ____________________________________________ 

 

Prayer of Blessing for Babies 
Lord, our God, out of the speech of little children you have                      
fashioned a hymn of praise.  Look with kindness on these                    
children whom the faith of the Church commends to your                   
tender care. Your Son, born of the Virgin Mary, gladly                      
welcomed little children.  He took them in his arms, blessed 
them, and held them up as an example for all. 
We pray that you, Father, will also send your blessing on them, so that they may 
grow in Christian maturity and, by the power of the Holy Spirit, become Christ’s 
witnesses in the world, spreading and defending the faith. We ask this through 
Christ, our Lord, Amen. 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
                                                                                            

 
 
As we celebrate the baptism of our Lord, we recall our own baptism and the promise of life we have gained 

through it. We pray that all would be given the opportunity to experience life in its fullness, both in this world 

and the next. Lord hear us.” 

 
 

 

 
 



We welcome people back to the public celebration of the Eucharist in the 
three churches of our parish. For those who prefer to do so, we invite you to 

join us via webcam in Three Patrons’ Parish by watching our live                   

streaming which can be viewed online at churchservices.tv/pennyburn, 
churchservices.tv/carnhill, churchservices.tv/galliagh or the parish website 

at www.threepatrons.org/webcam.       

ST PATRICK’S CHURCH, PENNYBURN  
 

Sunday 6.00 pm: (Sat) Vigil; 10.00 am & 12.00 noon: Mass  

Monday - Friday  7.30 am: Mass, 10.00 am Mass followed by the Rosary 
Saturday  10.00 am Mass followed by the Rosary 
 

ST BRIGID’S CHURCH, CARNHILL  
 

Sunday 6.00 pm: (Sat) Vigil; 10.30 am & 12.30 pm: Mass  
 

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday 9.00 am: Mass followed by Rosary 

Thursday 7.00 pm: Mass followed by Rosary 

Friday 9.00 am: Mass followed by Rosary 

First Saturday of the month 9.00 am: Mass followed by Rosary 
 

ST JOSEPH’S CHURCH, GALLIAGH  
 

Sunday 7.00 pm: (Sat) Vigil; 9.00 am & 11.00 am: Mass 
 

Monday - Friday 11.00 am: Mass  
 
 
t 

Face Coverings: We ask and encourage all adults and children aged 14 years  

and over to please wear a face covering at all services of worship  

(unless they are exempt from wearing mandatory face coverings).    
 

Medical advice is that wearing face coverings is first and foremost about  
protecting others. Please continue to observe social distancing, to use the  

hand sanitiser on entering and leaving our churches.   
 

 

_____________________________________________ 
 

It is very important at this time that we pray asking God for protection. Perhaps                         

individuals or families could commit to praying the Rosary each day for relief of this crisis. 
 

A Prayer in the Time of the Coronavirus by Fr Brian Grogan S.J. 
Dear God, in 1879 the Apparition at Knock gave hope and courage  

to the people of Ireland in difficult times.  We ask that Our Lady  
may now protect your beloved people from the coronavirus.   

May its victims be strengthened by the spiritual support of the  

Christian community and restored soon to full health. 
We also pray for the medical personnel who deal with the virus. 

This we ask in confidence through Christ Our Lord. Amen. 
 

 

Our Lady of Knock, pray for us.  St Joseph, pray for us. St John the Evangelist, pray for us.   

 
 
 

_________________________________________________ 

 

Irish Mass The regular Irish Masses have resumed on the first and third Sundays of every 

month at 12.30 pm in St Joseph’s Church, Galliagh.  The next Mass will be next Sunday, 
16th January.  All welcome. 
 

A Month’s Mind Mass for Fr John Ryder will be celebrated on Tuesday 11th January at 

7.00 pm in Sacred Heart Church, Muff.  The church webcam can be viewed on: https://

www.mcnmedia.tv/camera/sacred-heart-muff. 
 

The Thirty-Third Mass Praying With and For Sister Clare Crockett will be celebrated 

today (Sunday) at 7.00 pm in the Carmelite Retreat Centre, Termonbacca.  If you have any 

prayer intentions you would like included or if you wish to attend this Mass please get in 

touch.   Tel: 71262512.  Mass will be streamed live via Termonbacca YouTube channel. 

 
 

PRAYER TO ST PIO  O Glorious St Pio, patron of those who are in need                     of 

healing, I call upon you and seek your help. Please intercede for all                      those 

who are in need of spiritual, emotional or physical healing.                         Obtain for 
them comfort during their sufferings, strength when they feel weary, hope when they 

feel discouraged and joy when they are down-hearted.                  Help them know the 

peace of Jesus and the certainty of His victory                                        in their suffer-
ing, through Christ, our Lord, Amen. 

https://www.mcnmedia.tv/camera/sacred-heart-muff
https://www.mcnmedia.tv/camera/sacred-heart-muff


AN ACT OF SPIRITUAL COMMUNION  

“My Jesus, I believe that you desire to make your home within me and 
that you are present in the Most Holy Sacrament of the altar.                            

I love you above all things, and I desire to receive you in my soul. 
Since I cannot at this moment receive you sacramentally, come                      

spiritually into my heart. I embrace your love as if you were already 
there, and I unite myself wholly to you. Never permit me to be                         

separated from you. Amen."    
 

                _________________________________________________________________________ 

Anniversaries & Birthday Memorials John McCaul, Sharon Nash, Molly Quigley,                  

Esther McGovern, George Cregan, Hugh Gillen, Paddy Joe Doherty, Kathleen Dunne,                      

Mick Doherty, Margaret Doherty, John & Elizabeth Craig, Jean Quinn, Teresa Breslin, 

James & Jeannie McCarron, Michael Duffy, Conor Dunne, Eddie Curran, Sarah Gray,                     

Annie Clarke, Fr Adrian Porter, Breege McCaul, Billy Taylor, Christine Quigley, Johnny               

Patterson, David Patterson, Rosie McCauley, Rev Br Vianney Kerr (Jim), Jennie Friel,                  

Margaret McIntyre, Terry Doherty, Marie Higgins, Martin McCloskey, Paul Gallagher 
  

 

 

 

 

Anniversary Masses and Prayers If you wish to have an anniversary Mass offered                                

or a Mass or prayers offered for any intention, please email the parish offices at   

stpatricks@threepatrons.org or stbrigids@threepatrons.org or phone the parochial             

houses at St Patrick’s (028 71262360) or St Brigid’s (028 71351261).   

 

 

____________________________________________________________ 

 

Supporting Your Parish Thank you for your ongoing generosity to the offertory               

collection through envelope, standing order, online payments and the ‘donate’ button on 

our parish website. Your support is greatly appreciated. Boxes are available in our three 

churches to return your parish envelopes. If you require information about any of the 

above methods of supporting Three Patrons Parish, please contact the parish office - 

stpatricks@threepatrons.org or 028 71262360. The bank account details for the parish  

are sort code: 90 49 74; account number: 51442271.    
 

       Saints of the Coming Week 

              Thursday: St Hilary, bishop and doctor of the Church  

                       Saturday: St Ita of Limerick, virgin 

___________________________________________________________ 

 

An Accord Derry Marriage Preparation Workshop will take place on 

April 5th/6th 2022.  All courses are virtual interactive courses.  They are 

held on Tuesdays and Wednesdays from 7 - 9 pm. Booking online 

www.accordni.com. 
 

“Unlocking The Mysteries Of The Bible” with Jeff Cavins is an                 
8-week programme being offered by the Living Church Office 

(Down & Connor Diocese).  It is offered as a good opportunity for 
those interested in deepening their knowledge of their faith,                        

understanding the bible and its timeline, and learning how to                   
approach reading it.  Three separate times are being offered: 
 

Wednesday Morning, 11.00 am, starting           

Wednesday 12th January  
Wednesday Evening, 7.00 pm, starting  

Wednesday 12th January  

Monday Evening, 7.00 pm, starting Monday 17th January.   

 

To register for any one of these, please complete an online form                                         

https://forms.office.com/r/g3FWFK5x8w  or if you have any queries please email 
a.steen@downandconnor.org.  Course participants will receive a resource pack and 

connect online for a time of teaching, discussion and prayerful reflection.  

http://www.accordni.com
https://forms.office.com/r/g3FWFK5x8w
mailto:a.steen@downandconnor.org


Readings for Sunday 16th January, Second Sunday in Ordinary Time 

First Reading: Isaiah 62:1-5 

God has prepared joyful feast for his people 

Psalm: Psalm 95(96):1-3,7-10  

Response: Proclaim the wonders of the Lord among all the peoples.  

Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 12:4-11 

The many gifts that come from God’s Spirit are meant for the good of all 

Gospel: John 2:1-11 

Mary’s intervention at the marriage at Cana evokes Christ’s first miracle   

 

        _____________________________________________ 

 

 

Disciples of Jesus - Filled With Joy 10th - 14th                 

January 2022 10 am - 12 noon The Diocesan                       
Catechetical Centre will be offering another preparation 

programme in January 2022, to support parents, schools 
and parishes as they prepare the children in this very 

important stage of their faith journey.  

Preparation Programme Linking with Filled With 

Joy, pupil workbook and Disciples of Jesus, parent 

booklet (available from the Diocesan Catechetical                
Centre tel: 71264087) the programme will   consist of: 

four sessions, 10 am - 12 noon on 
thencatecheticalcentre.org/webcam/. Each day the 

sessions will include catechesis on different aspects of 
the Sacrament of Confirmation, prayer, creative                   

activities and music. A support pack for the four                       
sessions which will be emailed to schools and available 

on the Catechetical Centre Website. Short Video                  
reflections on the gift of the Holy Spirit and the impact 

Confirmation has made on different people. 
 

‘Pause and Ponder’ Lough Derg is offering a new theme in their ‘Pause and Ponder’ series 
each Monday until the beginning of Lent.  You are invited to pause with Fr La and ponder on 

one of their nine ‘Lough Derg Values’ each Monday evening.  The series can be accessed on 

any of Lough Derg’s digital platforms. 
 

Walk / Run 100 Miles in February  Children in Crossfire invite you to walk or run 100 
miles over the month of February, at your own pace.  You can do this challenge wherever 

and whenever suits you while you get support, tips and motivation from hundreds of others 
in Children in Crossfire’s Facebook Group, who will also be battling their way through this      

challenge.  Sign up today and we’ll send you a free t-shirt to wear while you build up the 

miles.  Visit: https://www.facebook.com/groups/403615728129133/.  Your support will help 
the most vulnerable children on the planet who suffer from the injustices of poverty by                 

giving them the best start in life - improving early childhood education services, providing 
nutritional support and health education to the most vulnerable families. Thank you. 
 

All or Nothing  Starting on Sunday 16th January, the Carmelite Retreat Centre,                      

Termonbacca will hold a four week youth project looking at Sister Clare Crockett.  This is 
open to all young people of secondary school age.  For information please email                           

termonbaccaderry@gmail.com 
 

Give It A Go Choir  Have you always wanted to sing but were reluctant to give it a go?  

We invite you to join us.  Why not try Libraries NI Give It A Go Choir over the next few 
weeks, beginning Monday 10th January at 12.30 pm?  All adults are welcome, regardless of                      

experience or ability but places are limited.  Visit https://bit.ly/LNIOnlineChoir  

 

https://catecheticalcentre.org/webcam/


Pray for vocations to the priesthood and  

consecrated life, especially for our Diocese.  
Are you being chosen by Christ to pour out your life’s work for souls 

with Him as a priest or in the consecrated life? Speak to your local 
priest, call your Diocesan Vocations Director (visit derryvoca-

tions.org) or email the National Vocations Office: info@vocations.ie. 
 

A Prayer for Vocations based on the words of Pope Francis  
 

LORD of the Harvest,  

BLESS young people with the gift of courage to respond to your call. 
Open their hearts to great ideals to great things.  

INSPIRE all of your disciples to mutual love and giving - for vocations 

blossom in the good soil of faithful people.  
INSTILL those in religious life, parish ministries and families with the 

confidence and grace to invite others to embrace the bold and noble 
path of life consecrated to you.  

UNITE us to Jesus through prayer and sacrament, so that we may                     
co-operate with you in building your reign of mercy and truth, of                  

justice and peace. Amen.  
 

Adapted from Pope Francis’ Message on the 51st World Day of Prayer for Vocations   _ 

 
 

____________________________________________________________________ 
 

Anam Cara, the support group for bereaved parents, extend a warm welcome to their 

next monthly meeting on Thursday 13th January in The Radisson Hotel, Letterkenny at 

7.15 pm. Support Services are open to all bereaved parents, regardless of the age of 

their son or daughter who died, or the circumstances of their death.  This support is                

provided free of charge and available for as long as parents need it. Registration is                   

required to attend the meeting.  Please contact 003531 4045378 or info@anamcara.ie 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 



Marriages Three months’ notice must be given to the parish before the date of marriage.  
 

Baptisms Please contact the Parish office by telephone.  At least one Godparent must be 

Catholic.  
 

Safeguarding If you have any concerns with regard to safeguarding children or adults in 

need of protection within the Church please contact Maire Gormley, Diocesan Liaison                  
Person, email: marie.gormley@derrydiocese.org, telephone: 07596 500 793 or PSNI 

(Police Service of Northern Ireland) 101 or Social Services: Gateway Services, Western 
HSC Trust, 71314090 and ask for the Duty Social Worker.  
 

Thank You We extend our thanks to those who volunteer as stewards in 

our three churches.  Thanks also to those who clean our churches every-

day and ensure they are safe spaces for all.   
 

Pray for the Sick  Join Hospital Chaplains, including Fr Sean                     
O'Donnell, Waterside Parish, as they leads prayers for the sick every 

Sunday at 8:30pm, live on SW Prayer channel. Prayers will be                   
followed by Eucharistic Adoration. Join the live broadcasts at  https://

www.shalomworld.org/swprayer 
 

Shalom World is an online channel dedicated entirely to prayer. Find 
an oasis in your busy day to pray psalms, hear and reflect on the 

scriptures and adore the living God.   
 

Send your Prayer Intentions Worried?  Stressed?  Feeling helpless? 

No matter what you are going through, be assured that the Shalom 
World intercessory team is here to pray for you around the clock.  Your 

intentions will be remembered during Mass,  Eucharistic Adoration, Rosary and Divine 
Mercy LIVE broadcasts.  Send your prayer intentions to https://

www.shalomworld.org/swprayer/prayerrequest 
 

 

North West Regional College Our short courses are now open to apply online.  Don’t   
delay, apply today!  To find out more about our short courses visit https://

www.nwrc.ac.uk/assets/files/Jan-Short-Part-Time-Course-Guide-2022-JAN.pdf 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

mailto:marie.gormley@derrydiocese.org


AA Can’t Stop Drinking? Call Alcoholics Anonymous 90351222  

 

Gamblers Anonymous Is gambling affecting your life? Perhaps we can help.                              

Tel 71351329.  

 

C.A.L.M.S. (Community Action for Locally Managing Stress) Mental Health                     
Support Line is offering the following: providing support with anxiety, panic , insomnia, 

low mood, depression and stress; a listening ear; and relaxation / breathing techniques. 
The service is available via telephone or zoom free of charge.  Tel 079 0704 0568 or                 

028 71 268 698 Monday - Friday 10 am - 5 pm or leave a message out of hours. Visit 
www.calmsstresscentre.org. 
 

Foyle Foodbank, Springtown Industrial Estate, is open from 11 am - 3 pm Monday -                   

Friday to help those in food crisis.  No transport?  No problem. If you have no way of                 
getting to the Foodbank and would like to avail of our services, please do not hesitate to       

contact us - tel: 028 71263699 or foylefoodbank@gmail.com or send a private message 
on facebook. Donations can be dropped off at the Foodbank from 9 am - 4 pm Monday - 

Friday. Many myths exist surrounding foodbanks and often they prevent people from 

seeking the help they need.  Anyone can find themselves in need of emergency food, 
there is no specific ‘type’ of person who goes to a foodbank.  We help people who work 

full-time, part-time, zero hour, contracts or multiple jobs.  Anyone who is in crisis can get 
a foodbank voucher and come to us.  Please contact 028 71263699.  We are more than 

happy to help.  

 

Childline How are you feeling?  Good, Okay, Excellent, Bad, Horrible, Stressed,                          
Depressed?  We’re working a little differently because of coronavirus.  You can still start a 

1-2-1 chat with us from 9 am - 10.30 pm.  Or you can call 0800 1111 for free from                      
9 am - 3.30 pm.  You can also send an email using a Childline account any time, and we’ll        

usually reply within a day.  

 

Northlands  If you are worried about your own or someone else’s drinking, drug use or 
gambling, please contact Northlands in confidence on (028) 71313232 during office hours.  

There is no charge for our services which are open and available to all.  Northlands is in 
the business of ‘turning unhappiness into hope’. Northlands is based at Shepherd’s Way, 

Dungiven Rd, Derry, BT47 5GW.  Email info@northlands.org.uk 
 

Children in Crossfire You can buy face masks and help us make a difference for                          

vulnerable children.  Visit: https://www.childrenincrossfire.org/facemasks/ 
 

Lifeline If you are in distress or despair call Lifeline free on 0808 808 8000 and speak 
with a crisis counsellor. Lifeline is available 24/7 and is free to call from all landlines and                      

mobiles. You are not alone  

 

Children in Crossfire Camino de Santiago Friday 1st July - Friday 8th July 2022                         
Five days walking - 93 km.  Are you in?  Contact Shauna O’Neill - 

shauna.oneill@childrenincrossfire.org or tel 028 71269898 or PM on facebook.  Together 
we stand in solidarity with those for whom injustice, poverty, hunger and inequality are 

still a factor of daily life, both around the world and here at home. 
 

Mary’s Meals - Double the Love  Thanks to your support, Mary’s meals are now bring-
ing joy to over 2 million children with a daily meal in their place of education.  Our Double 

the Love campaign runs until 31st January 2022.  All donations up to a total of £1.6 mil-

lion will be matched by a generous group of private donors.  There are many ways to get 
involved.  Find out more at www.marysmeals.org.uk. 
 

Aid for the Children of Yemen  Fr Neal Carlin’s new book, The Eagle, The Tiger and 

Covid, is now on sale at €10 / £10 and can be purchased by contacting goldenage                      
centre@hotmail.com.  All proceeds are being sent via a direct contact to aid the children 

of Yemen. 
 

Life NI  If you are pregnant or have a young child we can help with: a pram, a cot, baby 
clothes, etc. and also offer counselling for unplanned pregnancy or pregnancy loss.                  

Contact 07483027472. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



PARISH OF THE THREE PATRONS 

St Patrick’s  St Brigid’s  St Joseph’s 

Christmas Draw 2021 
 

Congratulations to all the Prize Winners and Promoters 

 
Day 1     Christmas Day – 25 December 2021 
1st Prize    £400     WINNER  Pat Keys      PROMOTER Fr Michael McCaughey 

2nd Prize   £300       WINNER  Mura Kirk       PROMOTER Martina Murray 

3rd Prize   £200  WINNER  Eileen Doherty      PROMOTER Mary Doherty 

4th Prize   £100  WINNER  Martin Gillen       PROMOTER Philomena Gillen 

5th Prize   Afternoon Tea for 2 at Bishop’s Gate Hotel, Derry 

      WINNER  Moira and Jim Campbell     PROMOTER Eileen Canning 

 

Day 2    St Stephen’s Day – 26 December 2021 
1st  Prize  £600  WINNER  Sean and Breege Collins     PROMOTER Helen Doherty 

2nd Prize  £500 WINNER  Margaret Kincaid      PROMOTER Kathleen Dunne 

3rd Prize  £400 WINNER  Séamus Doherty      PROMOTER Fiona Doherty 

4th Prize  £200 WINNER  Marie Kelly       PROMOTER Paula Kane 

5th Prize   Sunday Lunch for 4 at Strand Hotel, Ballyliffin, Co Donegal 

   WINNER  Sinead O’Hanlon      PROMOTER Bridie Taggart 

 

Day 3    Wednesday – 29 December 2021 
1st  Prize  £700 WINNER  Chris McLaughlin      PROMOTER Margaret Fisher 

2nd Prize  £500 WINNER  Mary & Michael Crossan     PROMOTER Helen Doherty 

3rd Prize  £400 WINNER  Linda McCormick      PROMOTER Eileen Canning 

4th Prize  1 night B&B and evening meal for 2 plus Spa Treatment 

     at the Ballyliffin Lodge, Co Donegal 
   WINNER  Mary Coyle       PROMOTER Eamon Molloy 

5th Prize  Lunch for 4 at City Hotel, Derry 

   WINNER  Bernadette Daly      PROMOTER Paul Gallagher 

 

Day 4    New Year’s Day – 1 January 2022 
1st  Prize  £1000 WINNER  Emmet Brogan        PROMOTER Kieran Logan 

2nd Prize  £  700 WINNER  Phyllis Mitchell     PROMOTER Phyllis Mitchell 

3rd Prize  £  500 WINNER  Karen McLaughlin     PROMOTER Michael McIvor 

4th Prize  2 nights B&B and evening meal for 2 at Great Northern 

      Hotel, Bundoran, Co Donegal 
   WINNER  Karen Gallagher      PROMOTER Brian Gallagher    

5th Prize   Sunday lunch for 4 at Caterina’s Bistro, Da Vinci’s Hotel 

   WINNER  Codie Crawford      PROMOTER Shauna Carlin 

 

Day 5                Feast of the Epiphany –  6 January 2022 
1st  Prize  £2022  WINNER  Chris Heaney       PROMOTER Edel Heaney   

2nd Prize  £1000  WINNER  Siobhan McMenamin      PROMOTER Annie Downey 

3rd Prize  £  750  WINNER  Veronica Hamilton                          PROMOTER Fr Michael McCaughey 

4th Prize  1 night B&B Break plus evening meal for 2 at Farnham 

      Estate, Co Cavan 
    WINNER  Rosemary McDermott      PROMOTER Annie Downey 

5th Prize  Sunday lunch for 4 at Everglades Hotel, Derry 

    WINNER  Donna Deery      PROMOTER Eileen Canning 

 

This draw is registered in accordance with the Betting, Gaming, Lotteries and Amusements 

(NI) Act 1985 with Derry City & Strabane District Council.  Registration Number – SL06 

 

Thanks to all who supported Three Patrons’ Parish 2021 Christmas Draw. 

Rev Michael McCaughey, PP,  St Patrick’s Presbytery,  Buncrana Road,  Derry. BT48 7QL 


