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The Elder Son 
 

Sometimes we can be so familiar with a Gospel passage we tend 

to switch off after the first few sentences. That would be a 

shame, especially when the Gospel is one of the great block-

buster parables. The real challenge in today’s Gospel is what 

happens after the lost son returns. The elder brother has ‘worked 

like a slave’ all those years and is understandably upset. The            

Father’s welcome of the younger son would have been                           

considered extremely foolish by those listening to this story. 

However, the Father makes it clear that his outreach to the younger brother will not 

change his love for the older brother. It will cost the elder brother nothing to reach out. We 

have nothing to lose in welcoming home the lost. 
 

Today, we can try to place ourselves somewhere in this narrative: where do you stand? 

This Gospel shows us that God returns the lost to the community, regardless of the 

boundaries that we might put in place. Jesus teaches us a lesson in radical hospitality. No 

matter how far we wander from home, God is still a loving God. The elder brother has a 

choice: to come to the party or to sulk in the corner. Luke, excellent story-teller that he is, 

leaves the reader to decide the outcome. 
 

‘God of love, show us our place in this world as channels of your love for all the 

creatures of this earth, for not one of them is forgotten in your sight. Enlighten 

those who possess power … that they may love the common good, advance the 

weak, and care for this world in which we live’ (Pope Francis, Laudato Si, 246) 
 

Confirmation Please remember in your prayers the children from  

Ardnashee School and College will who will receive the Sacrament of  

Confirmation on Monday 28th March at  1.00 pm in St Patrick’s, Pennyburn  

administered by Fr Michael Canny, PP, VG 
 

___________________________________________________ 

 
 

Equestrian Order of the Holy Sepulchre of Jerusalem - Annual Spring Mass                            

Celebrations in Derry Over the weekend of Saturday 2nd April and Sunday 3rd April 
2022, Knights and Dames from this prestigious Catholic Order will travel from all over                 

Ireland to Derry. They will attend a special Mass on Saturday 2nd April at 4.30 pm in                    
St Columb's Church, Waterside and will also be present at 12.30 pm Mass on Sunday 3rd 

April in St Eugene's Cathedral.  Everyone is welcome to attend in person or virtually via the 
parish webcams.  The Equestrian Order of the Holy Sepulchre of Jerusalem has                          

approximately 30,000 members worldwide organised in 60 Lieutenancies, including                      
Ireland.  It works to support the 150,000 Christians remaining in the Holy Land.  Each 

year, the Order contributes approximately €3 million towards capital investment projects, 
humanitarian aid initiatives and pastoral support activities.  Donations go to support poor 

families, an orphanage, crèches, health care institutions, homes for the elderly and                   
disabled, 40 primary and secondary schools, staff and clergy in 60 parishes of the Latin                     

Patriarchate of Jerusalem, and most recently refugees displaced from Syria and Iraq who 

are resident temporarily in Jordan.  Further information is available on the Lieutenancy of 
Ireland website HolySepulchre.ie and Facebook page EOHSJ IRELAND   



During the Season of Lent we ask you to note 
 

Weekday Masses are celebrated as follows: 

St Patrick’s, Pennyburn Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday: 7.30 am, 10 am 

Wednesday: 7.30 am, 10.00 am, 7.00 pm 

Saturday: 10.00 am 

St Brigid’s, Carnhill Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday: 9 am, 12.30 pm 

Thursday: 12.30 pm, 6.30 pm; First Saturday of month: 9.00 am 

St Joseph’s, Galliagh Monday: 11 am, 6.30 pm; Tuesday - Friday: 11.00 am 
 

Rosary 

St Patrick’s, Pennyburn before weekday Masses 

St Brigid’s, Carnhill after weekday Masses 

St Joseph’s, Galliagh before weekday Masses 
 

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament: 

St Joseph’s, Galliagh Monday:11.30 pm - 6.30 pm  

St Patrick’s, Pennyburn Wednesday: 10.30 am - 6.30 pm 

St Brigid’s, Carnhill Thursday: 1.00 pm - 6.30 pm 
 

Morning Prayer 

St Brigid’s, Carnhill Monday, Tuesday & Wednesday: 8.40 am 
 

Stations of the Cross  

St Joseph’s, Galliagh Tuesday: 11.30 am 

St Patrick’s, Pennyburn Wednesday: 6.40 pm 

St Brigid’s, Carnhill Friday: 9.30 am 
 

Lenten Eucharistic Healing Service 

St Brigid’s, Carnhill: Sunday at 6.00 pm 

‘Come to me all who labour and are overburdened and I will give you rest’. 
 

Lectio Divina: Praying with the Scriptures this Lent  

will take place on Monday 28th March, following 11 am Mass in St Joseph’s, 

Galliagh, you are invited to a one-hour time of prayer with the scriptures in the 

St Pio Centre, Galliagh, (11:45 am—12:45 pm approx).  The focus will be 

on the gospel for next Sunday.  The gospel reading and instructions will be    

provided. All are most welcome! 
 

Do Something Special this Lent! Many people choose to abstain      

from alcohol for the duration of Lent. Take this opportunity to help 

someone you know with an alcohol or drug problem by offering up 

your sacrifice as a prayer for their freedom and well being.  

Take the short-term pledge and make a difference to someone’s 

life. For information, contact one of the priests or visit 

www.pioneerassociation.ie. 
 

Renew us , O Lord, in love, in hope and in joy in your care for us.  



 

Cemetery Sunday  The annual Service of Intercession for the Dead  

will take place on Sunday 26th June at 6.00 pm in the City Cemetery. 

 

Stories of Hope   

You are invited to Our Lady of Lourdes 

Church, Steelstown on Tuesday  

at 7 pm to listen to a local person 

share his personal journey of faith: 

         Tuesday 29th March              

           Paul O'Hea 

There will be music and tea / coffee  

afterwards. All are welcome.  

 

_____________________________________ 

 
 

Give Blood, Save Lives NI Blood Transfusion Service will collect                  

donations of blood on Friday 8th April from 12.30 pm - 4.00 pm &                    

5.00 pm - 7.00 pm at Kilfennan Presbyterian Church Rossdowney 

Road, Derry, BT47 6FP and on Thursday 14th April from 12.30 pm to 

4.00 pm, and 5.00 pm to 7.30 pm and Friday 15th April from 10.00 am to 3.00 pm at                   

St Mary's College, 35 Northland Road, Derry, BT48 0AN.  Text ‘BLOOD’ at 60081 or freecall 

us on 08085534666. New donors needed.   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lough Derg  

We look forward to welcoming all  

who come our way to Station Island  

this summer. You can view our list  

of dates here and on our website.  

Blessings.  



When you give to Trócaire’s Lent Campaign now or by                  

1st June 2022, the UK government will generously match 

your donation up to £2million, to double the good you do. 

Here’s why that matters: 

If you asked the families we work with – families like 

Thandekile’s – what they value, they’d say the same things 

as you: Hard work, compassion, education, the chance to 

chart their own course, the chance to provide for the ones 

they love. 

But the situations in which they are trying to survive 

are truly desperate.  

Deprived of the most basic land, water, and human rights 

due to climate change, poverty, conflict, and Covid.                   

Displaced in refugee camps, exploited by private interests, 

subjected to violence because of their gender, race, income 

status or perceived social standing. Working harder than 

almost anyone you know to get through even one day. 

 

Give to Trócaire’s Lent Campaign and through the UK Aid 

match programme, the UK government will double every 

pound you give now, or by 1st June 2022, up to £2million.  

 

Together we can ensure that success and self-sufficiency – and a better tomorrow – come to 

families like Thandekile’s in Zimbabwe.  

This year Trócaire has wonderful resources, prayers and videos available on 

www.trocaire.org and donations can be made to the Lent campaign in the following ways:  
 

1. By collecting a Trócaire box  
 

2. Online at www.trocaire.org  
 

3. By phone: 0800 912 1200 (NI) or 1850 

408 408 (ROI) The contents of each and 

every Trócaire box, no matter how small, 

come together to make a significant                   

difference. This virus knows no borders, 

but neither does our compassion.  
 

Trócaire is delighted to offer its Lenten                     

workshops this year again.  Please register so 

we have knowledge of numbers attending. You 

can register at this link for our workshops - 

https://forms.gle/jbb8mxLt8t1NpSzU8  In 

preparation for these workshops, please have a 

look at our resources for Lent on our parish 

page;  https://www.trocaire.org/our-

work/working-in-ireland/parishes/lent-

2022/ 
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Lenten Prayer Cards You are invited to join in prayer each day of Lent,  

praying for various areas, schools, ministries, etc associated with Three Patrons’ Parish. 

Cards are available at the church doors. 
 



We welcome people back to the public celebration of the Eucharist in the 
three churches of our parish. For those who prefer to do so, we invite you to 

join us via webcam in Three Patrons’ Parish by watching our live                   

streaming which can be viewed online at churchservices.tv/pennyburn, 
churchservices.tv/carnhill, churchservices.tv/galliagh or the parish website 

at www.threepatrons.org/webcam.       

ST PATRICK’S CHURCH, PENNYBURN  
 

Sunday 6.00 pm: (Sat) Vigil; 10.00 am & 12.00 noon: Mass  

Monday, Tuesday  7.30 am: Mass, 10.00 am Mass   

Wednesday  7.30 am: Mass, 10.00 am: Mass, 7.00 pm: Mass 

Thursday, Friday  7.30 am: Mass, 10.00 am Mass   

Saturday  10.00 am Mass  
 

ST BRIGID’S CHURCH, CARNHILL  
 

Sunday 6.00 pm: (Sat) Vigil; 10.30 am & 12.30 pm: Mass  
 

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday 9 am: Mass followed by Rosary, 12.30 pm: Mass 

Thursday 12.30 pm: Mass, 6.30 pm: Mass 

Friday 9.00 am: Mass, 12.30 pm: Mass 

First Saturday of the month 9.00 am: Mass followed by Rosary 

Sunday 6.00 pm: Lenten Eucharistic Healing Service 
 

ST JOSEPH’S CHURCH, GALLIAGH  
 

Sunday 7 pm: (Sat) Vigil; 9 am & 11 am: Mass 

Monday - Friday 11.00 am: Mass followed by Rosary 

 
 
 
t 

Face Coverings: We ask and encourage all adults and children aged 14 years  

and over to please wear a face covering at all services of worship  

(unless they are exempt from wearing mandatory face coverings).    
 

Medical advice is that wearing face coverings is first and foremost about  
protecting others. Please continue to observe social distancing, to use the  

hand sanitiser on entering and leaving our churches.   
 
 

_____________________________________________ 

 

It is very important at this time that we pray asking God for protection. Perhaps                         

individuals or families could commit to praying the Rosary each day for relief of this crisis. 
 

A Prayer in the Time of the Coronavirus by Fr Brian Grogan S.J. 

Dear God, in 1879 the Apparition at Knock gave hope and courage  

to the people of Ireland in difficult times.  We ask that Our Lady  

may now protect your beloved people from the coronavirus.   

May its victims be strengthened by the spiritual support of the  

Christian community and restored soon to full health. 

We also pray for the medical personnel who deal with the virus. 

This we ask in confidence through Christ Our Lord. Amen. 
 

 

Our Lady of Knock, pray for us.  St Joseph, pray for us. St John the Evangelist, pray for us. _ 

 

______________________________________ 
 

 

Irish Mass The regular Irish Masses have resumed on the first and third Sundays of every 

month at 12.30 pm in St Joseph’s Church, Galliagh.  The next Mass will be next Sunday, 3rd 
April.  All welcome.   



AN ACT OF SPIRITUAL COMMUNION  

“My Jesus, I believe that you desire to make your home within me and 
that you are present in the Most Holy Sacrament of the altar.                            

I love you above all things, and I desire to receive you in my soul. 
Since I cannot at this moment receive you sacramentally, come                      

spiritually into my heart. I embrace your love as if you were already 
there, and I unite myself wholly to you. Never permit me to be                         

separated from you. Amen."    
 

                _________________________________________________________________________ 

Requiescat in Pace Louise McGranaghan, Glenabbey Crescent 
 

Anniversaries, Birthday and Wedding Anniversary Memorials Mary Downey,                      

Arthur Carter, Daniel Gallagher, James Duffy, Seamus McDowell, Celine Doherty, Bill Keys, 

Teresa McGuinness, Beatrice Duffy, Georgie Murray, Eddie McAteer, Molly Dunne,                     

Joey Molloy, Brian Grant, George Downey, Adrian Boddington, Colm Curran, Billy Doherty. 

May they rest in peace. 
  

 

 

 

 

Anniversary Masses and Prayers If you wish to have an anniversary Mass offered                                

or a Mass or prayers offered for any intention, please email the parish offices at   

stpatricks@threepatrons.org or stbrigids@threepatrons.org or phone the parochial             

houses at St Patrick’s (028 71262360) or St Brigid’s (028 71351261).   

 

 

____________________________________________________________ 

 

Supporting Your Parish Thank you for your ongoing generosity to the offertory               

collection through envelope, standing order, online payments and the ‘donate’ button on 

our parish website. Your support is greatly appreciated. Boxes are available in our three 

churches to return your parish envelopes. If you require information about any of the 

above methods of supporting Three Patrons Parish, please contact the parish office - 

stpatricks@threepatrons.org or 028 71262360. The bank account details for the parish  

are sort code: 90 49 74; account number: 51442271.    

        

           ___________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Monthly Mass in honour of St Pio will be celebrated on Monday 4th April at 7 pm 
in St Patrick’s, Pennyburn. We ask God’s blessing on all through the intercession of 

St Pio.  
 

St Joseph’s Young Priests will hold their monthly meeting on Friday 1st April after                   

10 am Mass in the Emmaus Room beside Pennyburn church.  New members welcome. 
 

Healing Night with the Franciscan Friars of the Renewal  The monthly Healing Night 

will take place on Friday 1st April at 7 pm in St Joseph’s Church, Galliagh.  All welcome.  
 

Catholic Engaged Encounter Are you preparing for marriage?  Catholic Engaged                  

Encounter is offering a Marriage Preparation Course on 9th / 10th April in the Drummond 
Hotel, Ballykelly.  This two day course is a positive way of preparing for marriage where 

you will discover how you can enrich your future                          
relationship.  For information or to book please visit                    

marriageencounter.ie or  tel  27638512. 

 

Pause and Ponder  Fr La welcomes you to a new Pause 

and Ponder series for Lent. “I hope you might join us week 

by week on this pilgrimage journey in the company of                  

Jesus, as he makes his way to Jerusalem and the great 

event that is his death and resurrection. There is so much 

that the Master can teach us along the way.” Let us pause 

and ponder the Gospel word. The series can be viewed at 

https://www.loughderg.org/ or any of Lough Derg’s social 

media platforms. 



Readings for Sunday 3rd April, Fifth Sunday of Lent 
 

First Reading: Isaiah 43:16-21  

See, I am doing a new deed, and I will give my chosen people drink  

Psalm: 125(126)  

Response:  What marvels the Lord worked for us! Indeed we were glad.  

Second Reading: Philippians 3:8-14  

I look on everything as so much rubbish if only I can have Christ  

Gospel: John 8:1-11  

‘Let the one among you who has not sinned be the first to throw a stone’  

 

          Saints of the Coming Week 

         Saturday: Saint Francis of Paola, hermit  
                                                                                             
        _____________________________________________ 

 
 

Three Patrons Parish Monthly Draw 

We hope to hold a Monthly Draw beginning April 2022.  Tickets will be available soon.   

We would greatly appreciate the support of anyone wishing to promote the draw locally,  

at home, among family and friends or in the workplace.  Thank you for your support. 

 



Year of Prayer for Vocations The Diocese of Derry 

Diocesan Vocations Council, with the blessing of 
Bishop McKeown, wishes to promote a Year of Prayer 

for Vocations, from 17th March 2022 until 17th March 
2023. The Council would like to promote a culture of 

prayer for Vocations throughout the diocese.  
 

Discerning What is God’s Will for your Life? To discern a vocation is to discover the 
person God wants you to be.  The first step is to take seriously that God has called you 

through being baptised.  He called you to baptism so that you could grow in love and in   
holiness of life, not only for your own sake but for the sake of others to whom you are 

sent.  There comes a moment in a life of faith when a person takes seriously their personal 
call to holiness. 

Are you being called to love and serve the Lord and His people as a priest, sister or 
brother?  If you are considering such a vocation, speak to Fr Pat O’Hagan, the Diocesan 

Vocations Director, Parochial House, Moville, Co Donegal.  Email: pgoh2111@gmail.com.  
Tel: +353 749382057 or +44 77 03444280.  
 

Diocesan Prayer for Vocations 
God our Father, 

You call us by name, and ask us to follow you. 

Help us to grow in the love and service of your Church today. 
Grant us the courage to embrace Christ’s mission of love and justice. 

Bless the Church here in the diocese of Derry 
By raising up generous and dedicated leaders from among our families and friends, 

Who will serve your people as priests, sisters, brothers, deacons and lay ministers. 

Bless those who have already answered your call 
And who are now preparing for service in your Church. 

Inspire us to know you better, 
And open our hearts and minds to the guidance of your Holy Spirit. 

We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen.   

 

27th March: During this Year of Prayer for Vocations we pray for all those called to serve 

the Good Shepherd who came to seek out and find the lost sheep. We pray to the Lord.  
 
 

_________________________________________________________ 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Carmelite Retreat Centre, Termonbacca  

invites you to join them for a day  

of prayer and reflection on the events of Holy Week on  

 Saturday 9th April from 10am - 3pm.  

  To book a place please get in touch.  

 



The Pope’s Monthly Prayer Intention for April You are invited to                

answer the Holy Father’s request and to join with many people  worldwide in 

praying for this intention: Health Care Workers We pray for health care 

workers who serve the sick and the elderly, especially in the poorest                   

countries; may they be adequately supported by governments and local communities.  
 

The Net – March 2022 Sharing the fruits of the faith in the Derry 

Diocese, the March 2022 edition of ‘The Net’  is now available on the      
Diocesan website – https://www.derrydiocese.org/publications/                    

the-net/the-net-march-2022.pdf.  For coverage of faith stories just 
email editorthenet15@gmail.com. 

 

HSC NI Foster Care is urgently appealing for 
more foster carers and supported lodgings hosts 

who can provide homes to young refugees who 
arrive in Northern Ireland without a parent or 

carer.  For more information on becoming a fos-
ter carer or supported lodgings host, contact 

HSC NI Foster Care on 0800 0720 137 or visit adoptionandfoster-
care.hscni.net/young-refugees/ 
 

Bus to Knock on Saturday 23rd April overnight stay for Divine 
Mercy 24th April. Cost: for accommodation, bus and meals €120 or 

£98 to be paid one week before. Contact: 07856427403 or 
00353749320734.  
 

The Derry Diocesan Catechetical Centre, working in Partnership with Saint Mary’s             

University, Twickenham, offers the Masters in Catholic School Leadership. This is a post-

graduate degree dedicated to the professional development and spiritual formation of 

Catholic school leaders. It is a great opportunity for those currently in leadership roles and 

those who aspire to, or have an interest in, leadership roles within the Catholic School        

system. The Derry Centre to date has 42 graduates and 30 more students at different 

stages of the programme. Applications for the Autumn intake close 30th September 

2022. If you require any further information, please contact the Derry Diocesan                           

Catechetical Centre on 004428 71264087 or email tferry@derrydiocese.org. 
 

Matt Talbot Prayer Society St Eugene’s Cathedral launched the Matt Talbot Prayer                     

Society to pray for people suffering from, recovering from or affected by any form of                     
addiction. To join the Matt Talbot Society, you are invited to enrol the name of the person 

to be prayed for and the addiction from which we pray they will be freed. Those enrolled 
will be prayed every day by members of the Society. Mass will be offered on the first                  

Monday of every month in St Eugene’s Cathedral at 7.30 pm. You will also receive an                
enrolment card to enable you to join in the prayer. To enrol please contact 71262894 or                                 

steugenes@btconnect.com or private message St Eugene’s Cathedral Facebook page.  
 

The COVID-19 Memorial Prayer Garden, which is located behind the Grotto in the 

grounds of St Eugene’s Cathedral was officially opened and blessed by Bishop McKeown on 
Sunday 20th March. The Prayer Garden names all the parishes of the Derry 

Diocese and   includes prayers for those who died during the pandemic. 
Fifty-one rose plants have been planted to remember those who died from 

each parish in the diocese since March 2020 when there were restrictions 
on wakes and funerals.  Bishop McKeown also unveiled and blessed an icon 

written by Clare McReynolds which has been placed at Our Lady’s Altar in 

the cathedral as a constant reminder of the pain that many people suffered 
over the last two years. 
 

A Candlelight Vigil for the people of Ukraine and for peace will take place 

on Tuesday 29th March from 7 - 8 pm at Guildhall Square. 

https://www.derrydiocese.org/publications/the-net/the-net-march-2022.pdf
https://www.derrydiocese.org/publications/the-net/the-net-march-2022.pdf
mailto:editorthenet15@gmail.com
http://adoptionandfostercare.hscni.net/young-refugees/
http://adoptionandfostercare.hscni.net/young-refugees/
mailto:tferry@derrydiocese.org


Prayer for Ukraine 
 

Loving God, 
We pray for the people of Ukraine, for all those suffering or afraid, 

that you will be close to them and protect them. 
 

We pray for world leaders,  
for compassion, strength and wisdom to guide their choices. 

 

We pray for the world  that in this moment of crisis,  
we may reach out in solidarity to our brothers and sisters in need. 

 

        May we walk in your ways so that peace and justice become a reality  
     for the people of Ukraine and for all the world. Amen.   

  

            Archbishop Eamon Martin 

Thank you for your generosity to the Ukraine Emergency Appeal.   

Please continue to pray for peace in Ukraine and in the world. 



     Parish of the Three Patrons 
   Summary of Financial Statement – Year ending December 31st 2021 

 

               25th March 2022       

In accordance with diocesan best practice I am publishing an extract from the financial        
statement of the Parish of Three Patrons for the last financial year, ending December 2021. 
 

In spite of all lockdown and extensive restrictions to community and parish life, you have                
continued to be so generous to the Parish of Three Patrons. 
 

I take this opportunity to thank all who contribute in any way and your ongoing generosity to 

our parish.  I acknowledge the ongoing commitment of people to the weekly envelope, other 
donations and the great support of our Christmas draw. Your kindness and support enable                 

financial commitments to be honoured, as well as necessary maintenance and development 
work to be done.  As a result of your ongoing generosity, tremendous work has been carried 
out at our churches and grounds.  Every contribution is valuable and appreciated. 
 

I also acknowledge the management of parish finances by staff, as well as the guidance and 

assistance of our Parish Finance Committee. 
 

The statement of income and expenditure for the year ending December 2021 is a great         
testimony to parishioners’ generosity in many ways in such challenging times.  I thank you and 

trust God will reward your generosity. I do ask for your support in the coming year to our             
ongoing envelope collection and other fundraising initiatives. God willing, we propose to hold a 

five month draw and our annual Christmas draw.  I wish you every blessing at this time and 
assure you of my prayers. 
 

As we approach Easter time, we trust in the presence, guidance and love of Jesus himself who 

journeys with us each day. We invoke the intercession of St Patrick, St Brigid and St Joseph 
and in a particular way we pray for peace in our world at this time. 
 

With every blessing. 


