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Thoughts on the Gospel 
 

As they approached Jerusalem, the apostles sense the mounting                                   

opposition to the master’s mission and feel isolated.  They are tempted 

to despair.  In a conversation with Jesus, they ask for an increase in 

faith in order to accept his words more easily and obey them more                               

readily. Jesus emphasises the explosive power of the smallest possible 

amount of faith and uses the image of the tiny mustard seed uprooting a 

mulberry tree to express it.  A faith that is deep-rooted can achieve the 

impossible, because life takes on a new significance when the power of 

God is at our disposal. 
 

The tragic happenings that are part of our daily lives call us to share in suffering, but 

prompt us to question the ways of God.  At times, as we seek instant solutions to our                  

problems, we bitterly complain of his absence.  God so often seems to be silent and we are 

left dumbfounded.  The challenge is to remain faithful to God and religious values                              

especially at moments when they do not make sense.  Whatever the evils of the world the 

person of faith will always emerge victorious because he or she is in communion with God.  

For that reason we can join the apostles in their request to Jesus for an increase in faith.      
 

Lord Jesus, through the power of your Holy Spirit, deepen within me  
the gift of faith and help me to serve you as a grateful but unworthy servant,                      

        the recipient of your bountiful grace and mercy.        

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Enrolment Ceremonies for children in Primary 7, who are                                               

preparing for the sacrament of Confirmation in our parish this year,                                           

will take place next weekend. 
 

Saturday 8th October Mass at St Joseph’s Church, Galliagh for children from 
7.00 pm     primary seven at St Paul’s PS & Nursery (1 class) 
 

Saturday 8th October Mass at St Patrick’s Church, Pennyburn for children from 

6.00 pm     primary seven at Greenhaw PS & Nursery  (2 classes) 
 

Sunday 9th October  Mass at St Patrick’s Church, Pennyburn for children from 
10.00 am     primary seven at St Patrick’s PS (2 classes) 

 

Sunday 9th October  Mass at St Brigid’s Church, Carnhill for children from 
10.30 am    primary seven at St Brigid’s PS & Nursery (2 classes) 
  
Sunday 9th October  Mass at St Joseph’s Church, Galliagh for children from 

11.00 am     primary seven at St Therese’s PS & Nursery (2 classes) 

 

Sunday 9th October  Mass at St Patrick’s Church, Pennyburn for children from 
12.00 noon     primary seven at St Patrick’s PS (3 classes) 

 

Sunday 9th October  Mass at St Brigid’s Church, Carnhill for children from 
12.30 pm    Ardnashee School and College 



We welcome people to the public celebration of the Eucharist in the three 
churches of our parish. For those who prefer to do so, we invite you to join 

us via webcam in Three Patrons’ Parish by watching our live                   

streaming which can be viewed online at churchservices.tv/pennyburn, 
churchservices.tv/carnhill, churchservices.tv/galliagh or the parish                     

website at www.threepatrons.org/webcam.  
 

ST PATRICK’S CHURCH, PENNYBURN 

Sunday 6.00 pm: (Sat) Vigil; 10.00 am & 12.00 noon: Mass  

Monday  7.30 am: Mass, 10.00 am: Mass followed by the Rosary; 

7.00 pm: Monthly Mass in honour of St Pio  

Tuesday, Thursday, Friday  7.30 am: Mass, 10 am: Mass followed by the Rosary 

Wednesday  7.30 am: Mass, 10.00 am: Mass followed by the Rosary  

7.00 pm: Mass 

Saturday  10.00 am Mass followed by the Rosary 
 

 

ST BRIGID’S CHURCH, CARNHILL  

Sunday 6.00 pm: (Sat) Vigil; 10.30 am & 12.30 pm: Mass  
 

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday 8.50 am:  Rosary; 9.15 am: Mass  

Thursday: 6.30 pm: Mass 

Saturday 10.30 am: Rosary; 11.00 am: Mass  

First Saturday of the month after 11 am Mass:  Adoration and Rosary ending 

with Divine Mercy and Benediction at 3.00 pm.  

 

ST JOSEPH’S CHURCH, GALLIAGH  

Sunday 7.00 pm: (Sat) Vigil; 9.00 am & 11.00 am: Mass; 12.30 pm: Irish Mass 
 

Monday - Friday 10.30 am: Rosary; 11.00 am: Mass  

Thursday 7.00 pm: Holy Hour for the Unborn & Expectant Mothers (in Our Lady’s 

Chapel.        ______________________________________ 

 
 

Irish Mass The next Irish Mass will be celebrated today, Sunday                                             
at 12.30 pm in St Joseph’s Church, Galliagh. Everyone welcome.   
 

A Holy Hour for the Unborn and Expectant Mothers takes place on Thursdays                         
at 7 pm in Our Lady’s Chapel, St Joseph’s Church, Galliagh.  All welcome. 
 

The Monthly Matt Talbot freedom from addiction Mass will take place in St Eugene’s 

Cathedral at 7:30 pm on Monday 3rd October. At this Mass we pray for all those battling                                                       
addiction, their families and all those affected by addiction. We also pray specifically for all 

those enrolled in the Matt Talbot Prayer Society. We welcome you to join us at this Mass to 
pray for yourself or somebody you may know who has an addiction. To enrol someone in the 

Matt Talbot Prayer Society please email vita@matttalbotprayersociety.com or call                                        
(028) 71262894. 
 

A Celtic Journey with St Francis  Vox Hiberniae contemplate the life of St Francis of Assisi 
with harp, voice and strings.  Performance can be viewed at https://www.youtube.com/

watch?v=iev6-moczwQ 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

.  
 

 
 

 

 

 

Safeguarding Information Evening Fr McCaughey kindly invites all                                    
sacristans, assistant sacristans, Eucharistic Minsters, readers, those providing 

music within the parish, Pope John Paul Award Leaders, volunteers involved with 

the upcoming Primary 4 and Primary 7 Masses, parents of children within                   
ministry (altar servers, children’s choir members), secretaries, cleaners, grounds 

workers and all those interested in safeguarding to an Information Meeting in                                         

St Brigid’s Parish Hall, Carnhill on Tuesday 18th October at 7.30 pm. 

mailto:vita@matttalbotprayersociety.com


Saints of the Coming Week 

Monday: Blessed Columba Marmion, priest 

Tuesday: St Francis of Assisi, religious 

Wednesday: St Faustina Kowalska, virgin 

Thursday: St Bruno, priest 

Friday: Our Lady of the Rosary   

 

Monthly Mass in honour of St Pio will be celebrated on Monday 3rd October at                  

7.00 pm in St Patrick’s, Pennyburn. We ask God’s blessing on all through the                                   

intercession of St Pio. 

PRAYER TO ST PIO  

O Glorious St Pio, patron of those who are in need of healing,  

I call upon you and seek your help. Please intercede for all  

those who are in need of spiritual, emotional or physical healing.  
Obtain for them comfort during their sufferings, strength when they  

feel weary, hope when they feel discouraged and joy when they are  

down-hearted. Help them know the peace of Jesus and the certainty of  
His victory in their suffering, through Christ, our Lord, Amen.  

 

____________________________________________ 

 

Healing Night with the Franciscan Friars of the Renewal will take place in St Joseph’s 

Church, Galliagh on Friday 7th October at 7 pm.  Everyone welcome. 
 

Concern Derry Donations to the Pakistan floods emergency appeal may be made at the 

Concern Bookshop, Ferryquay Street, Derry or online at; https://www.concern.org.uk/
donate/pakistan-floods-appeal-community 
 

Pilgrimage to the Holy Land Bishop Donal McKeown will lead a pilgrimage to the Holy 

Land from February 13th – 21st 2023. Visiting Bethlehem, Nazareth, Jerusalem, the Sea of 
Galilee and other important sites, this is an opportunity to walk in the footsteps of Jesus. 

Price is €1,895 / £1,655 pps including taxes and tips.  For more details, email 
info@marian.ie or call Belfast on (028) 956 80005 or Dublin on (01) 878 8159. 
 

Melodies & Memories, a music group for people living with dementia, their family                          

members / friends and also for older members of the community who like to sing and enjoy 
a bit of craic – have resumed their sessions in The Acorn Centre (in the grounds of St Peter’s 

Church, Culmore Rd. The group meets each Monday from 2.30 pm - 4.30 pm. Please tel 
07561706815 or email melandmem@icloud.com for details. 
 

Marriage & Relationship Counselling ACCORD NI counsellors are professionally trained in 

the complex specialism of Couples Counselling.  They draw on the latest thinking in this 

growing field to enable couples and individuals to identify the underlying causes of their                             

relationship distress, and to discover how they can build closeness, trust and commitment 

while reducing conflict and learning how to understand and work with their differences.                                       

For further information or to make an appointment with a counsellor, please contact:        

ACCORD DERRY - email derry@accordni.com or tel:  (028) 71362475 (option 1). 
 

October - The Month of the Rosary  By tradition, the Catholic Church 
dedicates each month of the year to certain devotion. Of course, the                

Rosary belongs to every month, but in October the Church celebrates 
this prayer in a special way: reminding us of its simple beauty and                        

gentle power.  It is a time of grace for us to return to this prayer if we 
have let it slip away: or perhaps to discover for the first time, in the 

company of Mary, how the Rosary can guide us into humble prayer.                   
October includes the Feast of Our Lady of the Rosary (October 7th). The 

best way to  celebrate the month is, of course, to pray the Rosary. 

Lord, I believe.  Strengthen my faith. 

https://www.concern.org.uk/donate/pakistan-floods-appeal-community
https://www.concern.org.uk/donate/pakistan-floods-appeal-community
mailto:info@marian.ie
mailto:melandmem@icloud.com
http://www.accordni.com/couples-counselling
mailto:derry@accordni.com


 

Readings for Sunday 9th October, Twenty Eighth Sunday of the Year 

First Reading: 2 Kings 5:14-17  

Naaman the leper returned to Elisha and acknowledged the Lord  

Psalm:  97(98):1-4  

Response:  The Lord has shown his salvation to the nations.  

Second Reading: 2 Timothy 2:8-13  

If we hold firm then we shall reign with Christ  

Gospel: Luke 17:11-19  

No-one has come back to praise God, only this foreigner    

 

 

_________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

 

Mary’s Meals is now offering Christmas cards on their online shop.  Every day, they reach 

more than 2.2 million hungry children with a nutritious meal. You can help them keep their 

promise to these little ones by sending one of their lovely cards or gifts. 

From Christmas cards to t-shirts, and pin badges to stove sets… every purchase from 

their shop helps them serve school meals to children living in the world’s poorest countries.   

Visit: https://marys-meals.myshopify.com/ 
 

Coastal Rosary for Faith & Life in Ireland On Sunday 

October 9th, the annual Coastal Rosary will take place 

at 2.30 pm.  Join thousands of people from around                    

Ireland to pray the Rosary for Life and Faith at our coasts, 

grottos, rivers, churches, and other suitable places. Simply 

s i g n  u p  a  R o s a r y  l o c a t i o n  a t 

www.coastalrosaryireland.ie or  text your location to 

087 278 6552. 
 

The next Youth 2000 Ulster retreat will take place in 

the beautiful and tranquil surroundings of Lough Derg,                      

Co Donegal from 14th —16th October 2022. This retreat is 

for anyone aged 16-35.  Great CRAIC!!, Excellent                  

Speakers, Inspiring Talks & Workshops, Fantastic music, 

Group activities, Youth Masses, Adoration, Reconciliation, 

Prayer, Drama, Games & plenty of time to chill out, meet 

new people and find out what it means to be young & 

Catholic today!! Suggested donation £35/€40. Register 

now on www.youth2000.ie  

 

The Pope’s Monthly Prayer Intention for October You are invited to                

answer the Holy Father’s request and to join with many people  worldwide in 

praying for this intention: A Church Open to Everyone. 

We pray for the Church; ever faithful to, and courageous in preaching the 

Gospel, may the Church be a community of solidarity, fraternity and welcome, always living 

in an atmosphere of synodality.  

 

Anam Óg On Sunday 2nd October Termonbacca  

will resume their Youth Group for 10 - 14 year olds,                                

from 6 pm - 7.15 pm. They meet on the 1st and 3rd Sundays                                    

of each month for fun, friendship and faith.  

If you would like further information, please visit                                     

https://www.termonbacca.org/about-4  

https://marysmeals.us18.list-manage.com/track/click?u=71642ed3d70deb2b1c25da8f0&id=8c1b99b75d&e=332dfe67a5
http://www.coastalrosaryireland.ie/
http://www.youth2000.ie
https://www.termonbacca.org/about-4


AN ACT OF SPIRITUAL COMMUNION  

“My Jesus, I believe that you desire to make your home within me and 
that you are present in the Most Holy Sacrament of the altar.                            

I love you above all things, and I desire to receive you in my soul. 
Since I cannot at this moment receive you sacramentally, come                      

spiritually into my heart. I embrace your love as if you were already 
there, and I unite myself wholly to you. Never permit me to be                         

separated from you. Amen."    
 

                _________________________________________________________________________ 

Requiescant in Pace John Mallett, Whitehouse Park; Maurice Dalzell, formerly 

Glengalliagh Park; Neil McGilloway, Earhart Park. 
 

Anniversaries, Birthday and Wedding Anniversaries  Philip Barnfield, Nora Mullaney, 

Frankie Campbell, Michael Kerlin, Rosily Parokkaran, Martin Higgins, Lily Whoriskey,                                   

Roy McMonagle, Elizabeth Patterson, Liam Thompson, Kathleen & Patsy Bradley.                    

May they rest in peace. 
 

 

 

 

 

Anniversary Masses and Prayers If you wish to have an anniversary Mass offered                                

or a Mass or prayers offered for any intention, please email the parish offices at   

stpatricks@threepatrons.org or stbrigids@threepatrons.org or phone the parochial             

houses at St Patrick’s (0281 71262360) or St Brigid’s (028 71351261).   

 

 

____________________________________________________________ 

 

Supporting Your Parish Thank you for your ongoing generosity to the offertory               

collection through envelope, standing order, online payments and the ‘donate’ button on 

our parish website. Your support is greatly appreciated. Boxes are available in our three 

churches to return your parish envelopes. If you require information about any of the 

above methods of supporting Three Patrons Parish, please contact the parish office - 

stpatricks@threepatrons.org or 028 71262360. The bank account details for the parish  

are sort code: 90 49 74; account number: 51442271.    

        

    ___________________________________________________________ 

 
 

Right to Life, UK ask that you could remember their intentions in your 

prayers during the month of October. 2nd: “We pray for all unborn chil-
dren diagnosed with disabilities, we pray for protection for them and 

their mothers from the pressures of society to have an abortion, and that they would in-
stead experience overwhelming support by all who surround them. Lord hear us.” 
 

Foster Carers urgently required in the Western Trust area.  There is an unprecedented 
need for foster carers, due to a high rise in the numbers of children and young people who 

have come into care recently.  Fostering Information Events will be held o Tuesday 8th                          
November 7.30 pm – 9.00 pm in Silver Birch Hotel, Omagh.  There are also some                                     

upcoming ‘Virtual’ Evenings: Thursday 6th October & Tuesday 11th October, 7.30 pm – 
8.30 pm.  Details: https://www.microsoft.com/.../microsoft.../join-a-meeting...  Meeting 

ID: 348 912 789 183. Passcode: hcWUQC 

   Prayer for Peace 
Loving God, We pray for the people of Ukraine and  all parts of the world  

where there is conflict and strife, for all those suffering or afraid, that you  
will be close to them and protect them. 

We pray for world leaders, for compassion, strength  
and wisdom to guide their choices. 

 

We pray for the world  that in this moment of crisis,  
we may reach out in solidarity to our brothers and sisters in need.   

 

 

        May we walk in your ways so that peace and justice become a reality  
    for the people of Ukraine and for all the world. Amen.  

https://www.microsoft.com/en-gb/microsoft-teams/join-a-meeting?rtc=1&fbclid=IwAR0xrNgehFcI6bZ1MAGXbwfMPgrYrj6CFAuMCo5BMv8Vkm3F4GMFhe6SOI4


Day for Life 2022 – Caring for the Older Person 

Day for Life is celebrated annually by the Catholic 

Church in Ireland, Scotland, England and Wales. It is a 

day dedicated to raising awareness of the meaning and 

value of human life at every stage and in every                                    

condition. This year’s Day for Life will be                                

celebrated in Ireland on Sunday 2nd October on the 

theme ‘Caring for the Older Person’.  We invite people 

to think again about the value and worth of older                      

persons in families and in society, and to make                                        

practical choices to build bridges between the genera-

tions. We call for people and parishes to devote quality 

time, energy and creativity in caring for the older persons in our communities. We invite                         

engagement in political debate on providing adequately resourced care of older                                              

persons so that no-one feels like a burden in our society. St Joachim and St Anne – Pray 

for us!  To read the pastoral message for Day for Life in full, visit www.councilforlife.ie   

 

 

__________________________________________________________ 
 

AA Can’t Stop Drinking? Call Alcoholics Anonymous 90351222.  

 

Gamblers Anonymous Is gambling affecting your life? Perhaps we can help.                              

Tel 71351329.  
 

Lifeline If you are in distress or despair call Lifeline free on 0808 808 8000 and speak with 

a crisis counsellor. Lifeline is available 24/7 and is free to call from all landlines and                      
mobiles. You are not alone.  
 

Marriages Three months’ notice must be given to the parish before the date of marriage.  
 

Baptisms Please contact the Parish office by telephone.  At least one Godparent must be 

Catholic.  
 

Safeguarding If you have any concerns with regard to safeguarding children or adults in 

need of protection within the Church please contact Maire Gormley, Diocesan Liaison                  

Person, email: marie.gormley@derrydiocese.org, telephone: 07596 500 793 or PSNI (Police 

Service of Northern Ireland) 101 or Social Services: Gateway Services, Western HSC Trust, 

71314090 and ask for the Duty Social Worker. 

 

Living in DIVINE WILL takes place at the Carmelite Retreat Centre, Termonbacca on the 

first Monday of every month at 8 pm. All welcome.  
 

C.A.L.M.S. (Community Action for Locally Managing Stress) Mental Health Support 

Line is offering the following: providing support with anxiety, panic, insomnia, low mood,                           

depression and stress; a listening ear; and relaxation/breathing techniques. The service is 

available via telephone or zoom free of charge. Tel 079 0704 0568 or 028 71268698                         

Monday to Friday 10.00 am to 5.00 pm or leave a message out of hours.                                   

Visit www.calmsstresscentre.org.    
 

 

CALLING ALL MEN...CALLING ALL MEN...100 PLUS IRISH MEN NEEDED The Men's 

Global Rosary Crusade invites 100, and hopefully more, men to meet and say the Rosary in                                     

reparation, repentance and conversion at 1 pm on Saturday 8th October opposite the Star 

of the Sea Church, Portstewart as part of the Crusade. We need as many men from this                                 

parish to attend this wonderful event and pray the Rosary as Our Lady has asked us to do 

repeatedly. Please come along and invite your family and friends as well. Let's make this 

something beautiful for Our Lady, Our Lord, Ireland and the world. For details, ring 

07730330028. 

http://www.councilforlife.ie
mailto:marie.gormley@derrydiocese.org


Year of Prayer for Vocations 2nd October:                     

Our response to the psalm today is "Oh that today you 
would listen to his voice! Harden not your hearts". 
 

We pray that those whom the Lord calls to follow him, 
as a priest, deacon or religious, may make space today 

to listen with their hearts to the voice of the Lord. 
 

St Paul in our second reading reminds us to "fan into a flame the gift God has given us". 
 

We pray that those who are being called to a religious or priestly vocation will respond with 

generosity, Lord, hear us. 
 

Discerning What is God’s Will for your Life? To discern a vocation is to discover the 

person God wants you to be.  The first step is to take seriously that God has called you 
through being baptised.  He called you to baptism so that you could grow in love and in                                    

holiness of life, not only for your own sake but for the sake of others to whom you are 
sent.  There comes a moment in a life of faith when a person takes seriously their personal 

call to holiness. 
 

“It is to the glory of my Father that you should bear much fruit and then you will be my 

disciples.”  Are you being called to love and serve the Lord and His people as a priest,                                         
sister or brother?  If you are considering such a vocation, speak to Fr Pat O’Hagan, the                              

Diocesan Vocations Director, Bellaghy, Lavey and Greenlough. Email: 

pgoh2111@gmail.com or the National Vocations Office: info@vocations.ie 
 

Diocesan Prayer for Vocations 
God our Father, 

You call us by name, and ask us to follow you. 
Help us to grow in the love and service of your Church today. 

Grant us the courage to embrace Christ’s mission of love and justice. 

Bless the Church here in the diocese of Derry 
By raising up generous and dedicated leaders from among our families 

and friends, 
Who will serve your people as priests, sisters, brothers, deacons and lay 

ministers. 

Bless those who have already answered your call 
And who are now preparing for service in your Church. 

Inspire us to know you better, 
And open our hearts and minds to the guidance of your Holy Spirit. 

We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen.   

 
_________________________________________________ 

 
 

Synod Pathway The final versions of the National Synthesis for the Church in Ireland, 
which is the fruit of the recent process of listening and consultation, based on the                           

syntheses produced by the 26 dioceses in Ireland, as well as those submitted by religious 

congregations and other interested groups is available to view at www.synod.ie 
 

IN SUNSHINE  and  IN SHADOW A book of poetry written by Fr Paddy O'Kane, RIP  is 
available to buy at Holy Family Church, Ballymagroarty, Veritas  or Foyle Hospice. Cost 

£10.  All proceeds will go the Foyle Hospice. 
 

Job Opportunities  Derry Diocesan Trust invites applications for the posts of                                      

Housekeeper at Dungiven Parish - 15 hours per week,  4 days per week - Tuesday, 
Wednesday, Thursday and Friday.  Also, Organist & Choir Director at Clonmany Parish 

-  2 ¼ hours per week. For a job description and application form please write 
to Personnel, Derry Diocesan Office, St Eugene’s Cathedral, Francis Street, Derry,                                

BT48 9AP or email: payroll@derrydiocese.org or telephone: 028 7126 2302. Closing date: 

7th October 2022.   

 

Derry Diocesan Trust is an Equal Opportunities Employer.  We welcome applications                                                                        

from all men and women and from members of all communities. 
  

 

 

mailto:payroll@derrydiocese.org


World Youth Day Pilgrimage - LISBON 2023 The Diocese of Derry is 

inviting any young person who is over 18 or will be 18 by July 2023 to 

join us on Pilgrimage to Lisbon for World Youth Day. World Youth Day 

(WYD) is the gathering of young people from all over the world with the 

Pope. It is also a pilgrimage, a celebration of youth, an  expression of the 

universal Church and an intense moment of evangelization for the youth 

world. This pilgrimage will take place in August 2023. 
 

For now, we are taking expression of interest until we have more information on dates, 

times and prices. We have limited space so signing up is essential. You can register your 

interest on the derrydiocese.org website or on the @derryyouth Facebook page. If you 

have any questions regarding this pilgrimage, please email Lizzie Rea, Youth Coordinator 

at: lizzie.rea@derrydiocese.org 
 

Prayer by Telephone The Sisters of Mercy, Bethany House of 

Prayer, Dundalk, welcome any person who may wish to                                                    

request prayer. All requests are confidential.  Tel 0035342 9331602 

between 9 am and 9 pm every day.  One of the Sisters will be happy 

to listen and pray with you. 
 

Studio2 Our creative youth drop-in runs every                            
Friday. New member always welcome 11+. Come 

and  explore your creative side at Studio. Register 
at https://www.studio2derry.com/registration 
 

 

Growth in Prayer and Reflective Living Do you feel                                                            

restless, do you sense there is a deeper meaning to life, that God is out there but you 

feel disconnected.  The Growth in Prayer and Reflective Living may be for you.  This 20 

session course via Zoom between September and March is based on the insights of             

Ignatian Spirituality.  For further details, have a look at the Drumalis Facebook page or 

website or contact Drumalis during office hours (Monday  -                                                 

Friday, 9 am – 5 pm) –  028 28276455 / 28272196  or email drumalis@btconnect.com 
 

LIFE N.I. If you are pregnant or have a young child we can help with: pram, cot, baby 

clothes etc. and also offer counselling for unplanned pregnancy or                                  

pregnancy loss.     Tel:  07483027472. 

 

 

 

 

Foyle Hospice Coffee                              

Morning The Foyle Hospice 

invites you to the Foyle                           

Hospice Coffee Morning to 

celebrate World Hospice 

Day.  Come along on Saturday 

8th October, 2022, to the Day 

Hospice, 61 Culmore Road, 

Derry, between 10am and 

2pm. Bring your family and 

friends to raise a cup and raise 

awareness. Thank you. 

mailto:lizzie.rea@derrydiocese.org


The Season of Creation is marked throughout the                                 

Christian world from 1st September (the World Day of 
Prayer for Creation) to 4th October (the Feast of St Francis 

of Assisi). It is a time to celebrate the joy of creation as 
well as raising awareness on what is happening to our                   

common home. The theme for the Season of Creation 2022 is “Listen to the Voice of                                                       
Creation” and the burning bush is the symbol.  

 

In Laudato Si’ - On Care for Our Common Home, Pope Francis 

calls our attention to “the three fundamental and closely                                  

intertwined relationships with God, with our neighbours and 

with the earth itself” (LS 66). A constant theme throughout, 

Laudato Si’ is the interconnection between all of life (notably, 

LS 70 and LS 138). Indeed, Pope Francis, states that the                                  

connection between God and all beings is intimate and that our 

encounters with the beauty of creation lead to mystical                              

experiences that reveal God to us (LS 233/4). It is appropriate 

that on this Day for Life as we raise awareness on the dignity of human life that we             

situate it within the context of care for all of life. Our particular focus on this Day for Life 

this year is ‘Caring for the Older Person’. It is our opportunity to raise awareness upon the 

provision of adequate care for our older people in settings that foster their ongoing               

inclusion and an appreciation of their place in the life of our communities. Pope Francis 

speaking to this theme of Care for the Elderly for the Day for Life states, “A greater 

awareness of the essential contribution the elderly make to the well-being of every society 

will help counter the throwaway culture”. Pope Francis in Laudato Si’ makes it clear that 

our preoccupation with progress based solely upon technology and productivity is futile 

(LS 78). It can lend to the elderly being regarded as dispensable and deem them victims 

of our throwaway culture. In celebrating our Day for Life this year, we give thanks for how 

the elderly have nurtured life in the past and on how they continue to be a source of                           

wisdom for us today.  
 

Today, we give thanks for the contribution of our elderly to the well-being of our society. 

Our Gospel of today highlights the value of service as expressed in the concluding verse, 

“we are merely servants: we have done no more than our duty”. Our older generation 

have contributed and have been of service to our society. Further, in appreciation of our 

elderly, we must create opportunities for                                    

intergenerational dialogue which will have the beneficial 

effect of reducing the isolation of our older generations. 

We have much to learn from our older people who are 

of a rhythm of life that was not as preoccupied with the 

frenzy of progress. In entering their rhythm of life, we 

can be guided in how to live in an                                                    

appropriate relationship with God, with each other, and 

with the earth itself. In listening to our older people, we 

can come to appreciate them as ‘living signs of the 

goodness of God who bestows life in abundance’.   
Bishop Martin Hayes 
 

Lord, may we have the courage to give expression 

to our faith with practical actions for the                     

betterment of each other and of your creation             
to ensure the rejuvenation of our common home. 

Lord hear us.  
 



Queen’s University Catholic Chaplaincy The Chaplaincy at Queen’s University Belfast 

has reopened for the new academic year from.  Open during term from 10 am to 10 pm 
Monday through Thursday and Fridays 10 am to 3 pm. The Chaplaincy provides vital 

pastoral and faith supports to students, offering them a home-from-home during their 
time at University.  More on what’s on offer can be found at qubcatholic.org  Mosaic 

Café is open Monday through Friday from 10 am to 3 pm and the ever-popular Sunday 
evening Mass, open to the University community and wider public, have resumed on                

Sundays at 8 pm.  Spread the word, especially with any incoming or returning students! 
 

Trócaire is looking for people to join our team of Christmas 

fundraisers to help respond to the urgent need of poor                                    
communities around the world, especially the millions of 

people affected by the hunger crisis in East Africa. You can take action and make a                                
difference through a range of activities, including the promotion of our Gifts of Love – 

training and support will be provided. If you would like to find out more about what you 
can do to help now or over the Advent and Christmas period, then please email Mark 

McMahon at infoni@trocaire.org or call 028 9090 8030. 
 

NI Blood Transfusion Service will collect blood donations at                                           

Kilfennan Presbyterian Church, Rossdowney Road, BT47 6FP on 
Monday 3rd October from 12.30 pm - 4 pm & 5 pm - 7.30 pm. To 

maintain social distancing requirements and improve waiting times, 
all donation sessions are by appointment only.  To make an appointment call 08085 

534653.  If lines are closed, please call back.  New donors needed. 
 

Host a Coffee Morning for Foyle Hospice this October and raise                                 

essential funds for Foyle Hospice all while catching up with friends, family and 
colleagues.  Hospice Coffee Mornings, big and small make a difference To get 

involved please contact fundraising@foylehospice.com or tel 71359888. 
 

Derry Youth are now taking expressions of interest in the Derry Youth Scholarship                                                         

Programme. This is a year-long programme for young people in 6th Form or doing their 
Leaving Cert. The programme provides opportunities for young people to meet others 

from across the diocese, to come together to explore their faith, to meet new friends, gain 
training and learn new skills, and work with a charitable organisation. If you are                                    

interested in this programme or would like more information, please message us 
@Derryyouth on social media or email Niamh at niamh.mclaughlin@derrydiocese.org  
 

Fr Joseph K Bill 5 Day Healing & Faith Renewal Retreat, given by Fr Anthony Saji, 

VC will take place at Knock from 3rd - 7th October.  Contact 07815319710 for details. 
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On 27th September,  the Feast Day of Saint Vincent 

de Paul, the Northern Catholic bishops issued a                                 
statement in urgent concern about the challenges                           

facing the most vulnerable in society. Multiple                           
economic pressures have converged to create life 

threatening levels of deprivation and fear for                                                     
individuals and businesses across the island of                               

Ireland.  To read the statement in full visit: https://
www.catholicbishops.ie/2022/09/27/statement-by-the

-northern-catholic-bishops-on-the-current-economic-
crisis-for-the-feast-of-saint-vincent-de-paul/   

 

 
 

______________________________________________________ 

 

Mission Month of October Today marks the 
first Sunday of Mission Month of October. 

“You Will Be My Witnesses,” taken from 
the Acts of the Apostles, is the theme chosen 

by Pope Francis for World Mission Day 2022 
which will be observed on October 23rd. 

Every Christian is called to be a missionary and witness to Christ. The Church, the                           

community of Christ’s disciples, has no other mission than that of bringing the Gospel to 
the entire world by bearing witness to Christ. Each baptised person is called to mission, in 

the Church and by the mandate of the Church. 
 

World Missions Ireland is the Holy Father’s official charity for overseas mission.  World        

Missions Ireland brings the hope of the Gospel where there is turmoil, poverty or                      

uncertainty, and aid to where the Church is new, young or poor.  World Missions Ireland 
also empowers local people to form and sustain communities of faith.  They also help to 

train and nurture future leaders so the vital work of the Church can continue to take 
place.  
 

The world is in crisis. In many poorer parishes in Africa, Asia, and Latin America it is                   
overseas missionaries who are on the front line. Show them your support. Donate €4.00 

by texting the word ‘Mission’ to 50300. Alternatively donate at www.missio.ie or call                         
Missio Ireland on 01 497 2035. To learn more go to www.missio.ie. Through your                                    

generosity they support missionaries who are caring for some of the most vulnerable                                  

communities in the world. 
 

 


