
ST PATRICK’S CHURCH, PENNYBURN 
Sunday 6.00 pm: (Sat) Vigil; 10.00 am & 12.00 noon: Mass  
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday  7.30 am: Mass, 10 am: Mass followed by Rosary 
Wednesday  7.30 am: Mass; 10.00 am: Mass followed by Rosary;  7.00 pm: Mass 
Saturday  10.00 am Mass  
ST BRIGID’S CHURCH, CARNHILL  
Sunday 6.00 pm: (Sat) Vigil; 10.30 am & 12.30 pm: Mass  
Monday , Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday 8.50 am:  Rosary; 9.15 am: Mass  
Thursday: 6.30 pm: Mass; Saturday 10.30 am: Rosary; 11.00 am: Mass  
Confessions:  after 11.am Mass on Saturdays 
ST JOSEPH’S CHURCH, GALLIAGH  
Sunday 7.00 pm: (Sat) Vigil; 9.00 am & 11.00 am: Mass; 6.30 pm: Youth Mass  
Monday - Friday 10.30 am: Rosary; 11.00 am: Mass  
Thursday 7 pm: Holy Hour for the Unborn & Expectant Mothers (in Our Lady’s Chapel).  

Marriages 3 months’ notice must be given to the parish before date of marriage.  
Baptisms Please contact the Parish office by phone to book. 
Safeguarding If you have any concerns regarding safeguarding children or adults in need of 
protection within the Church please contact Maire Gormley, Diocesan Liaison Person, email: 
marie.gormley@derrydiocese.org, tel: 07596 500 793 or PSNI (Police Service of N Ireland) 101 
or Social Services: Gateway Services, WHSC Trust, 71314090. Ask for the Duty Social Worker. 

                     Parish of the Three Patrons 
3rd Sunday of Advent (Gaudete Sunday) - Year A - 11th December 22 

       Parish Clergy                    
           Fr Michael McCaughey PP – 028 71262360 – stpatricks@threepatrons.org 
                  Fr Sean O’Donnell CC – 028 71351261 – stbrigids@threepatrons.org  

    Franciscan Friars of the Renewal - 028 71419980 - facebook: derryfranciscans 
                      www.threepatrons.org threepatronsfacebook 

      

                                    Thoughts on the Gospel 
Last Sunday we heard of John the Baptist’s preaching of              
repentance and of the coming Messiah.  In our passage today 
John is in prison.  He has been imprisoned by Herod Antipas 
and we know that death by beheading awaits him. 

Strangely, John now seems to have doubts about Jesus.  Is 
Jesus really the Messiah?  His former conviction seems to 
have gone.  He who so confidently proclaimed the imminent 
coming of the Messiah is now confused.  What has happened to John?  

John stressed the coming of judgement.  He believed that the Messiah would bring 
retribution.  He has heard, however, that the way of Jesus is different and this is the 
reason for his confusion and for his question.  In his message back to John, Jesus                
reassures him.  Jesus heals the blind, the lame, the lepers, the deaf, and the dead are 
raised.  Above all the good news is preached to the poor.  The message of Jesus 
stands in some contrast to that of John the Baptist. 

The Gospel passage, after this apparent reprimand to John, sees Jesus praise him.  
 

The final words of Jesus are very significant.  John is the greatest of the  prophets, and 
yet the least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he.  Those who welcome into 
their hearts the good news of Jesus know something which surprised John.  They 
know they are forgiven through the death of Christ.  They know that a new time and a 
new world has arrived.  Good news indeed, and good reason to celebrate the coming 
of Christ at Christmas!        

Lord, thank you for proclaiming joy in our lives. Help us to proclaim that joy in the world. 

 

Requiescat in Pace  John McDaid, Larkhill 
Anniversaries  Bridie Harvey, Kathleen Sweeney, Harry Doherty, John & Johnny                 
Breslin, Jim McLaughlin, Helen Boddington, Sammy Ferry, Teresa Ferry,                           
Hugh McMonagle, James Deeney, Joseph Molloy, Majella Martin, Rita McLaughlin, 
Frances O’Reilly, Dolly McKinney.  May they rest in peace. 
An Advent Healing Service will take place today and each Sunday of                 
Advent in St Brigid’s Church, Carnhill at 5.00 pm.  All welcome.   
Confessions Fr Sean and one of the Franciscan Friars will hear Confessions 
today, Sunday and Sunday 18th December from 3pm - 5 pm in St Brigid’s Church, 
Carnhill. All welcome. 
A Celebration of Carols will take place in St Patrick’s Church, Pennyburn on Tuesday 
13th December  at 7.00 pm.  Everyone is welcome. 
A Card with Times of Masses and Confessions in our parish over Advent and the 
Christmas Season is available this weekend. Please take one home with you.  
 

Three Patrons’ Christmas Draw Tickets are available after Masses at the sacristy in              
St Brigid’s, Carnhill, the office at the St Joseph’s, Galliagh and the Emmaus Room,                       

St Patrick’s, Pennyburn. We invite you, if you are able, to promote the draw locally, at 
home, among family and friends or in the workplace.  Thank you for your support. _ 

_______________________________________________ 
 
 
 

Saints of the Coming Week: Monday:               
Our Lady of Guadalupe, St Finnian, bishop; 
Tuesday: St Lucy, virgin and martyr;                    
Wednesday: St John of the Cross, priest and 
doctor of the Church. 
 

In Sunshine  And  In Shadow Fr Paddy O'Kane's  
poetry book is available at Holy Family Church. 
Cost £10.  All proceeds will go the Foyle                 
Hospice.  An ideal Christmas present. 
 

Christmas at Iosas Centre, Derryvane Wreath 
Making: Wed 14th Dec from 1.30 - 3 pm.             
Materials supplied. Tea/coffee/shortbread/
mince pies. Price €20.  A Gift of Hope Wrapped 
in Mystery - A Journey of Discovery for all the 
Family. Includes story-telling, craft-making, 
meet Santa and post your letter in our all new 
IOSAS post-box on Sat 17th Dec from 4.30 pm - 
6.30 pm. Price: Children €12, adults €10.         
Details on Facebook. To book contact 0035374 
9384866,  info@sanctuarydonegal.com. 

John the Baptist was the last in a long line of prophets who foretold the coming of the Messiah. He prepared the way for the Messiah by alerting God’s people to the Messiah’s im-
pending arrival and by challenging them to change their lives by repenting for their sins.  

John’s ministry focused on preaching conversion and proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sin. Repentance is a fundamental change of heart, or attitude, which results 
in leaving sin behind and embracing God’s freely shared life and love. Such change is only possible with the gift of God’s grace. There was urgency in John’s preaching about repentance. 
The time for repentance, he said, is now, not in the future. Repentance through prayer, fasting and charitable works leads to conversion, and conversion is an important aspect of people’s 
preparation if they are to meet Christ when he comes. 

John understood from his own experience in the wilderness, where he spent a long time in prayer and reflection, that repentance and conversion were absolutely necessary. Other-
wise their hearts would remain closed by sinful preoccupations and they would not be able to recognise the Messiah when he arrived. Without a ‘change-of-heart’ (metanoia in the 
original Greek), a turning back towards God, there could be no appreciation of the Messiah’s presence among them. 
We learn from the gospels that John fasted and did penance, wore camel hair and ate locusts and wild honey. So there was a strong witness dimension in his efforts to prepare the 
way for Christ to come into the people’s lives. He was courageous and unapologetic in how he spoke. This witness and courage provided him with great credibility and, consequently, 
many people felt invited to consider seriously the relevance of his message. 
A d v e n t  c h a l l e n g e s  u s  t o  b e c o m e  p e o p l e  o f  h o p e  a n d  e x p e c t a t i o n  a s  w e  a w a i t  C h r i s t ’ s  c o m i n g .  
As we prepare for Christmas, how will we prepare ourselves and help others to prepare for the arrival of the Messiah? If we follow the example of John the Baptist, we will truly be 
Advent people. 

Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is close at hand. (Mt 3:2) 
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Diocesan Vocations “It is to the glory of my Father that you should bear much fruit 
and then you will be my disciples.” Are you being called to love the Lord and His                               
people as a diocesan priest? If you are considering such a vocation, contact your local 
priest or the Diocesan Vocations Director, Fr Pat O’Hagan, PP Bellaghy, at 
pgoh2111@gmail.com or email the National Vocations Office: info@vocations.ie  
In our second reading, St James writes to the early converts to Christianity to give 
them encouragement saying: “You too have to be patient; do not lose heart, because 
the Lord’s coming will be soon”. We pray for all who are discerning a vocation to the 
priesthood, diaconate or religious life, that they will not lose heart and that they will 
be blessed with grace by the Lord’s coming. 
Monthly Mass in Memory of Sister Clare Crockett will be celebrated today, Sunday 
11th    December at 7.30 pm in Termonbacca.  All welcome. 
Termonbacca’s Annual Novena to the Divine Child Jesus takes place from  8th - 16th        
December. Each day the Child Jesus will journey to a church in our city. This will take 
place as a prayer walk. Upon arrival, Mass will be celebrated followed by Novena 
prayers. 11th:  St Joseph’s, Galliagh 6.30 pm;  12th: St Brigid’s, Carnhill 7.30 pm;  13th: 
Our Lady of Lourdes, Steelstown 6.30 pm; 14th: St Patrick’s, Pennyburn 7 pm;  15th:  
St Columb’s, Chapel Rd 7.30 pm; 16th:  Termonbacca 7.30 pm.  Everyone welcome. 
Life in the Spirit Seminars Sat 7th & Sun 8th January, led by the Apostles of Love, in 
the Carmelite Retreat Centre, Termonbacca.  Finishing with Mass on Sunday                       
celebrated by Bishop McKeown. Tel Mark: 07895003022 or Jenny : 07761248975. 
Public Living Room The Verbal Arts Centre,  Stable Lane, Bishop St is offering a                  
welcoming, warm space, providing tea and coffee from Monday - Friday 9.30 am -               
12 noon. Relax, read the papers, have a chat. Free wifi and internet access. Children’s 
playroom area available, parental supervision required. Tel: 71266946. All welcome.   
Walk in the Footsteps of the Holy Family this Christmas  An Irish Pilgrimage Guide to 
the Holy Land is a new book by Michael Kelly, Editor of The Irish Catholic newspaper 
which explores the places associated with the life of Christ. Michael, who has led 
many pilgrimages to the Holy Land, says he hopes the book can also act as an 
‘armchair retreat’ for people who cannot travel to the Holy Land bringing the Gospel 
to life for them. It is available now from bookshops, www.columbabooks.com, or tel 
003531 6874096 price €16.99 / £14.99. An ideal Christmas gift. 
Be Still and Know That I Am God An Adults’ Silent Retreat, Ards Friary, Donegal,                
Fri 3rd – Mon 6th February 2023. The Servant Brothers from the Home of the Mother 
will lead a series of Spiritual Exercises each day along with Confession, Rosary,                  
Adoration and Mass. Cost: £190 this includes private room accommodation in the   
friary and all meals / drinks. To book/for information contact Rory: 0035386 8231717. 
November Edition of 'The Net', the monthly publication sharing the fruits of the faith 
within the Diocese of Derry and beyond is available at https://
www.derrydiocese.org/news/the-net-november-2022 
Sean Davis “3 day Indoor Christmas Fun Soccer  Academy” takes place at              
Templemore Sports Complex from Wed 28th to Friday 31st December for boys and 
girls aged 5 to 18 years.  Times: 10 am  to 3 pm daily. For details tel Sean  71263044.  

St Vincent de Paul Annual Collection will be taken up after Masses this                    
weekend. Your generosity throughout the year and at Christmas is very much                   

appreciated and it is because of this that we can support those in need within our 
parish. If possible, we ask you to donate vouchers instead of toys / food items. Should 
you need help we are always here to help – please contact SVDP at 028 71265489.  
Readings for Sunday 18th December (4th Sunday of Advent) 1st Reading: Isaiah                          
7:10-14;  Psalm: 23(24):1-6; 2nd Reading: Romans 1:1-7; Gospel:  Matthew 1:18-24 
Eucharistic Adoration takes place on Mondays after 11 am Mass until 11 pm in                  
St Joseph’s Church, Galliagh.  Everyone welcome. 
The Annual Novena to Our Mother of Perpetual Help continues in St Joseph’s 
Church, Galliagh, at 11.00 am Mass on Mondays. Everyone welcome. 
A Holy Hour for the Unborn & Expectant Mothers takes place on Thursdays at  
7 pm in Our Lady’s Chapel, St Joseph’s Church, Galliagh.  All welcome. 
Christmas Mass Bouquets available in our churches after Masses. You and your loved 
ones will be remembered at a Triduum of Masses offered over the Christmas Season. 
Irish Mass The next Irish Mass will be celebrated by Bishop McKeown on Christmas 
Day at 12.30 pm in St Joseph’s Church, Galliagh. Everyone welcome.   
Thank You for your generosity to the offertory collection last weekend.   
Pilgrimage to San Giovanni & Rome As part of St Eugene’s Cathedral 150th                                      
Anniversary Celebrations, Bishop McKeown will lead a pilgrimage to San Giovanni & 
Rome from 25th – 30th September 2023. Price £879 pps (single room supplement 
£150).  For details, email info@marian.ie or call 028 956 80005 or 003531 878 8159. 

Accord Derry Marriage Preparation Workshops Jan - March 2023                
Jan 30th/31st; Feb 6th/7th; Feb 20th/21st; March 6th/7th; March 
27th/28th. These virtual courses can be booked at www.accordni.com.   

Ladies’ Advent Journey each Sunday of Advent at 8 pm in Termonbacca.  All welcome. 
Annual Solemn Novena in St Columba's Long Tower, this Sunday, 11th December, at 
6 pm, including Rosary, Novena prayer and Eucharistic healing ceremony with         
Benediction. The theme of this year's Novena is 'What do I believe? Exploring our 
faith in the Creed'. This week’s guest speaker is Fr Noel McDermot, PP of Faughanvale 
and Lower Cumber, who will reflect on our believe in 'Life everlasting'.  All welcome  
Prayers and Reflections for the Twelve Days of Christmas At Christmas we celebrate 
the gift of Jesus, our hope and peace, Jesus, the light of the world. We pray this 
Christmas that each of us will rediscover the meaning of Our Lord's Nativity and the 
great hope that it proclaims for the world. You are invited to spend time with                       
scripture, reflection and prayer. A Christmas prayer resource is available to download 
on the Diocese of Derry website for private prayer at the church or home, to share 
with a neighbour who may have no online access or for a time to gather each day 
with your family - https://www.derrydiocese.org/news/12-days-of-christmas-2022  

Foyle Hospice Lights of Love  Foyle Hospice invites you to visit their virtual Christmas 
tree.  You can honour a loved one with a light, picture and message of remembrance 
this Christmas. To dedicate a Light of Love visit: https://foylehospice.com/get-
involved/lights-of-love/.  Your dedicated light will glow on our virtual tree while your 
donation helps us to continue to care for patients during this festive season.  
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