
ST PATRICK’S CHURCH, PENNYBURN 
Sunday 6.00 pm: (Sat) Vigil; 10.00 am & 12.00 noon: Mass  
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday  7.30 am: Mass, 10 am: Mass followed by Rosary 
Wednesday  7.30 am: Mass; 10.00 am: Mass followed by Rosary;  7.00 pm: Mass 
Saturday  10.00 am Mass  
ST BRIGID’S CHURCH, CARNHILL  
Sunday 6.00 pm: (Sat) Vigil; 10.30 am & 12.30 pm: Mass  
Monday , Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday 8.50 am:  Rosary; 9.15 am: Mass  
Thursday: 6.30 pm: Mass; Saturday 10.30 am: Rosary; 11.00 am: Mass  
Confessions:  after 11.am Mass on Saturdays 
ST JOSEPH’S CHURCH, GALLIAGH  
Sunday 7.00 pm: (Sat) Vigil; 9.00 am & 11.00 am: Mass; 6.30 pm: Youth Mass  
Monday - Friday 10.30 am: Rosary; 11.00 am: Mass  
Thursday 7 pm: Holy Hour for the Unborn & Expectant Mothers (in Our Lady’s Chapel).  

Marriages 3 months’ notice must be given to the parish before date of marriage.  
Baptisms Please contact the Parish office by phone to book. 
Safeguarding If you have any concerns regarding safeguarding children or adults in need of 
protection within the Church please contact Maire Gormley, Diocesan Liaison Person, email: 
marie.gormley@derrydiocese.org, tel: 07596 500 793 or PSNI (Police Service of N Ireland) 101 
or Social Services: Gateway Services, WHSC Trust, 71314090. Ask for the Duty Social Worker. 

                     Parish of the Three Patrons 
Fourth Sunday of Advent - Year A - 18th December 2022 
       Parish Clergy                    

           Fr Michael McCaughey PP – 028 71262360 – stpatricks@threepatrons.org 
                  Fr Sean O’Donnell CC – 028 71351261 – stbrigids@threepatrons.org  

    Franciscan Friars of the Renewal - 028 71419980 - facebook: derryfranciscans 
                      www.threepatrons.org threepatronsfacebook 

      

                                    Thoughts on the Gospel 

We’re almost there! The run-up to Christmas can sometimes feel like 
exactly that - a run, or even a marathon.  No matter how much we try 
every year to pay attention to Advent and focus on the important 
things in our Christmas preparation, the last few days can pass in a bit 
of a blur.  We want our Christmas dinner to be just right.  We like to 
put a lot of thought and preparation into our gifts for loved ones.  
Many of us are on the move over these few days, perhaps visiting friends with cards 
and gifts and Christmas wishes, or preparing to return home to our families.  There 
are parties, concerts and carol services.  This fourth Sunday of Advent is the perfect 
time for a time out. 
 

Today we find ourselves at the heart of the Christmas story.  ‘This is how Jesus Christ 
came to be born,’ the Gospel tells us.  In the midst of the festive frenzy, it can be easy 
to lose sight of how our Advent preparation is going.  Why not take the time for some 
quiet prayer today?  Spend a few moments in silence reflecting on today’s readings, 
get away from it all with a walk in the great outdoors, or take the younger members 
of the family to your local church to visit the crib.  A pre-Christmas break can help  
focus your heart and mind. Perhaps it is a good time to remember the wise words of 
Max Ehrmann’s Desiderata: ‘Go placidly amid the noise and haste, and remember 
what peace there may be in silence.’             

In preparation for Christmas, here’s a fitting prayer from Fr Henri Nouwen:                      

‘Lord Jesus, master of both the light and the darkness, send your Holy Spirit upon our 
preparations for Christmas.  We who have so much to do, seek quiet spaces to hear your 
voice each day.  We who are anxious over many things, look forward to your coming 
among us.  We who are blessed in so many ways, long for the complete joy of your      
kingdom.  We whose hearts are heavy, seek the joy of your presence.  We are your                  
people, walking in darkness, yet seeking the light.  To you we say, “Come Lord Jesus!”, 
Amen.’        __________________________________________ 

 

                                                  - MASS TIMES FOR CHRISTMAS - 
St Patrick’s - Christmas Eve (Saturday): Vigils at 6 pm & 8 pm 

Christmas Day (Sunday): 8 am, 10 am & 12 noon 
St Brigid’s - Christmas Eve (Saturday): Vigils at 6 pm & 8 pm   

Christmas Day (Sunday): 8.30 am, 10.30 am & 12.30 pm 
St Joseph’s - Christmas Eve (Saturday): Vigils at 6 pm & 8 pm  

Christmas Day (Sunday): 9 am & 11 am; 12.30 pm (Irish Mass) 

Three Patrons’ Christmas Draw Tickets are available after Masses at the sacristy in              
St Brigid’s, Carnhill, the office at the St Joseph’s, Galliagh and the Emmaus Room,                       

St Patrick’s, Pennyburn. We invite you, if you are able, to promote the draw locally, at 
home, among family and friends or in the workplace.  Thank you for your support. _ 

_______________________________________________ 
 
 
 

Saints of the Coming Week: Tuesday:               
St Fachanan, bishop; Wednesday: St Peter 
Canisius, priest and doctor of the Church;                    
Friday: St John of Kanty, priest. 
 

Foyle Hospice is offering a free park-and-ride 
service for their Christmas Lights of Love               
ceremony on Tuesday 20th December at            
7 pm.  Thanks to the kindness of Reddin’s 
Coach Hire and Thornhill College, anyone            
attending the interdenominational service at 
Foyle Hospice can park at Thornhill College and 
Reddin’s shuttle bus will take attendants to the 
ceremony. Foyle Hospice  ask attendants to 
park at Thornhill College and you will be               
transported to the Hospice grounds from              
6.30 pm onwards. Shuttles end at 8:30 pm.  
Gamblers Anonymous Is gambling affecting 
your life? Perhaps we can help. Tel 71351329. 
 AA Can’t Stop Drinking? Call Alcoholics                   
Anonymous 90351222.  

John the Baptist was the last in a long line of prophets who foretold the coming of the Messiah. He prepared the way for the Messiah by alerting God’s people to the Messiah’s im-
pending arrival and by challenging them to change their lives by repenting for their sins.  

John’s ministry focused on preaching conversion and proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sin. Repentance is a fundamental change of heart, or attitude, which results 
in leaving sin behind and embracing God’s freely shared life and love. Such change is only possible with the gift of God’s grace. There was urgency in John’s preaching about repentance. 
The time for repentance, he said, is now, not in the future. Repentance through prayer, fasting and charitable works leads to conversion, and conversion is an important aspect of people’s 
preparation if they are to meet Christ when he comes. 

John understood from his own experience in the wilderness, where he spent a long time in prayer and reflection, that repentance and conversion were absolutely necessary. Other-
wise their hearts would remain closed by sinful preoccupations and they would not be able to recognise the Messiah when he arrived. Without a ‘change-of-heart’ (metanoia in the 
original Greek), a turning back towards God, there could be no appreciation of the Messiah’s presence among them. 
We learn from the gospels that John fasted and did penance, wore camel hair and ate locusts and wild honey. So there was a strong witness dimension in his efforts to prepare the 
way for Christ to come into the people’s lives. He was courageous and unapologetic in how he spoke. This witness and courage provided him with great credibility and, consequently, 
many people felt invited to consider seriously the relevance of his message. 
A d v e n t  c h a l l e n g e s  u s  t o  b e c o m e  p e o p l e  o f  h o p e  a n d  e x p e c t a t i o n  a s  w e  a w a i t  C h r i s t ’ s  c o m i n g .  
As we prepare for Christmas, how will we prepare ourselves and help others to prepare for the arrival of the Messiah? If we follow the example of John the Baptist, we will truly be 
Advent people. 

Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is close at hand. (Mt 3:2) 
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Diocesan Vocations “It is to the glory of my Father that you should bear much fruit 
and then you will be my disciples.” Are you being called to love the Lord and His                               
people as a diocesan priest? If you are considering such a vocation, contact your local 
priest or the Diocesan Vocations Director, Fr Pat O’Hagan, PP Bellaghy, at 
pgoh2111@gmail.com or email the National Vocations Office: info@vocations.ie  
The child to be born will be called Emmanuel, a name that means “God-with-us.” We 
pray for those called to the priesthood and religious life in their mission to proclaim 
the Good News of God’s love and of the presence of God in and with His people.  
Lourdes 2023 The Derry Diocesan Pilgrimage, led by Bishop McKeown, will go direct 
from City of Derry Airport.  3rd - 7th July, 4 nights full board in the Hotel Agena: £745 
sharing, £35 single supplement.  Travel insurance up to age 79 - £39. Age 80 - 94 - 
£78.  Further details and payment arrangements available in the new year via the    
Pilgrimage Office, 164 Bishop St. Email: derrypilgrim@outlook.com, tel 02871260 293. 
Life in the Spirit Seminars Sat 7th & Sun 8th January, led by the Apostles of Love, in 
the Carmelite Retreat Centre, Termonbacca.  Finishing with Mass on Sunday                       
celebrated by Bishop McKeown. Tel Mark: 07895003022 or Jenny : 07761248975. 
An Advent Encounter takes place from Monday 19th - Wednesday 21st December at 
Columba House, 11 Queen St.  Meditate, contemplate and fill your heart  with hope 
this Advent  as we await the birth of the Christ Child.  Includes interactive Stations of 
the Cross.  Contact 71262407 or columbacommunity@hotmail.com.  All welcome. 
Pilgrimage to San Giovanni & Rome As part of St Eugene’s Cathedral 150th                                      
Anniversary Celebrations, Bishop McKeown will lead a pilgrimage to San Giovanni & 
Rome from 25th – 30th September 2023. Price £879 pps (single room supplement 
£150).  For details, email info@marian.ie or call 028 956 80005 or 003531 878 8159. 
Accord Virtual Marriage Preparation Workshops Jan 30th/31st; Feb 6th/7th;                
Feb 20th/21st; March 6th/7th; March 27th/28th. To book, visit  www.accordni.com.   
Public Living Room The Verbal Arts Centre,  Stable Lane, Bishop St is offering a                  
welcoming, warm space, providing tea and coffee from Monday - Friday 9.30 am -               
12 noon. Relax, read the papers, have a chat. Free wifi and internet access. Children’s 
playroom area available, parental supervision required. Tel: 71266946. All welcome.   
Walk in the Footsteps of the Holy Family this Christmas  An Irish Pilgrimage Guide to 
the Holy Land, a new book by Michael Kelly, Editor of The Irish Catholic newspaper, 
explores the places associated with the life of Christ. Available from bookshops, 
www.columbabooks.com or tel 003531 6874096 price £14.99. An ideal Christmas gift. 
Sean Davis “3 day Indoor Christmas Fun Soccer  Academy” takes place at              
Templemore Sports Complex from Wed 28th to Friday 31st December for boys and 
girls aged 5 to 18 years.  Times: 10 am  to 3 pm daily. For details tel Sean  71263044.  
Annual GOAL Mile Walk takes place on St Stephen's Day, Monday 26th December. 
Meeting at Sainsbury’s car park anytime between 11 am and 1 pm for a walk along 
the river, over the Peace Bridge to Ebrington and back to Sainsbury’s.  All welcome.  
Give Blood, Save Lives  NI Blood Transfusion Service will collect donations of blood at 
Kilfennan Presbyterian Church, Rossdowney Rd, BT47 6FP on Monday 19th December 
from 12.30 pm - 4 pm & 5 pm - 7.30 pm. Tel 08085 534 653  to make an appointment. 
 
 

-  SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION -  
Confessions in preparation for Christmas will take place on  
Sunday 18th December from 2.00 pm - 3.00 pm in St Patrick’s, Pennyburn. 
Sunday 18th December from 3.00 pm - 5.00 pm in St Brigid’s, Carnhill. 
Monday 19th December from 6.30 pm - 7.30 pm in St Joseph’s, Galliagh. 
Wednesday 21st December from 6.30 pm - 7.30 pm in St Patrick’s, Pennyburn 
2 or 3 priests will be available at these times.   

Requiescant in Pace  Catriona Johnston, Altcar Park, John Curran, Donal Casey Court, 
Hugh Barr, Caw Hill Park, Ann Herron, Lindenwood Park. 
Anniversaries  Michael McGonagle, John McElhinney, Majella Martin, Hugh Herron, 
Brian McLaughlin, William Dunn, Bridie McCafferty, Sophie McBride,                         
Maureen Harvey, Jim Monaghan, Harry Francis, Joseph McClafferty, Betty Shannon, 
Mick Quigley, Tony Byrne, Nan Cartin, Sally Fraser, Joe Cartin, Frank McCay,                     
Sinead Wallace MacCafferty, Virgi Kitson, Margaret Doherty, Brigid Davis. May they 
rest in peace. 
An Advent Healing Service will take place today in St Brigid’s Church,               
Carnhill at 5.00 pm.  All welcome.   
Readings for Saturday 24th December (Vigil for Christmas) 1st Reading: Isaiah 9:1-7; 
Psalm: 95: 1-3, 11-13; 2nd Reading: Titus 2:11-14; Gospel: Luke 2:1-14;                     
Readings for Sunday 25th December (Christmas Day) 1st Reading: Isaiah 52:7-10;       
Psalm: 97(98):1-6; 2nd Reading: Hebrews 1:1-6;  Gospel:  John 1:1-18.   
Eucharistic Adoration takes place on Mondays after 11 am Mass until 11 pm in                  
St Joseph’s Church, Galliagh.  Everyone welcome. 
The Annual Novena to Our Mother of Perpetual Help continues in St Joseph’s 
Church, Galliagh, at 11.00 am Mass on Monday. Everyone welcome. 
A Holy Hour for the Unborn & Expectant Mothers takes place on Thursdays at  7 pm 
in Our Lady’s Chapel, St Joseph’s Church, Galliagh.  All welcome. 
Christmas Mass Bouquets available in our churches after Masses. You and your loved 
ones will be remembered at a Triduum of Masses offered over the Christmas Season. 
Irish Mass The next Irish Mass will be celebrated by Bishop McKeown next Sunday, 
Christmas Day, at 12.30 pm in St Joseph’s Church, Galliagh. Everyone welcome.   
Thank You for your generosity to the offertory collection last weekend.   
Ladies’ Advent Journey each Sunday of Advent at 8 pm in Termonbacca.  All welcome. 
Prayers and Reflections for the Twelve Days of Christmas At Christmas we celebrate 
the gift of Jesus, our hope and peace, Jesus, the light of the world. We pray this 
Christmas that each of us will rediscover the meaning of Our Lord's Nativity and the 
great hope that it proclaims for the world. You are invited to spend time with                       
scripture, reflection and prayer. A Christmas prayer resource is available to download 
on the Diocese of Derry website for private prayer at the church or home, to share 
with a neighbour who may have no online access or for a time to gather each day 
with your family - https://www.derrydiocese.org/news/12-days-of-christmas-2022 
The Rosary Coasters will meet today, Sunday, 18th December, at 3 pm on Benone 
Strand, left hand side as usual. There MAY be a Christmas cupcake or two for afters. 
Everyone welcome, bring a friend and wrap up warm! Details 07730330028. 
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