
ST PATRICK’S CHURCH, PENNYBURN 
Sunday 6.00 pm: (Sat) Vigil; 10.00 am & 12.00 noon: Mass  
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday  7.30 am: Mass, 10 am: Mass followed by Rosary 
Wednesday  7.30 am: Mass; 10.00 am: Mass followed by Rosary;  7.00 pm: Mass 
Saturday  10.00 am Mass  
ST BRIGID’S CHURCH, CARNHILL  
Sunday 6.00 pm: (Sat) Vigil; 10.30 am & 12.30 pm: Mass  
Monday , Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday 8.50 am:  Rosary; 9.15 am: Mass  
Thursday: 6.30 pm: Mass; Saturday 10.30 am: Rosary; 11.00 am: Mass  
Confessions:  after 11.am Mass on Saturdays 
ST JOSEPH’S CHURCH, GALLIAGH  
Sunday 7.00 pm: (Sat) Vigil; 9.00 am & 11.00 am: Mass; 6.30 pm: Youth Mass  
Monday - Friday 10.30 am: Rosary; 11.00 am: Mass  
Thursday 7 pm: Holy Hour for the Unborn & Expectant Mothers (in Our Lady’s Chapel).  

Marriages 3 months’ notice must be given to the parish before date of marriage.  
Baptisms Please contact the Parish office by phone to book. 
Safeguarding If you have any concerns regarding safeguarding children or adults in need of 
protection within the Church please contact Maire Gormley, Diocesan Liaison Person, email: 
marie.gormley@derrydiocese.org, tel: 07596 500 793 or PSNI (Police Service of N Ireland) 101 
or Social Services: Gateway Services, WHSC Trust, 71314090. Ask for the Duty Social Worker. 

                     Parish of the Three Patrons 
The Nativity of the Lord - Year A - 25th December 2022 
       Parish Clergy                    

           Fr Michael McCaughey PP – 028 71262360 – stpatricks@threepatrons.org 
                  Fr Sean O’Donnell CC – 028 71351261 – stbrigids@threepatrons.org  

    Franciscan Friars of the Renewal - 028 71419980 - facebook: derryfranciscans 
                      www.threepatrons.org threepatronsfacebook 

      

                                    ‘Lead Kindly Light’ 

The journey towards Christmas is one we make at the darkest time of 
the year. The days are short and the evenings filled with shadows. For 
this reason the symbolism of light at Christmas time is very powerful. 
Today, we celebrate the birth of our Saviour – the light of the world, 
the ‘light that shines in the dark’. The candles we light in our homes 
and churches at Christmas time remind us also that we are called to 
shine the light of Christ in the world. 
The birth of Jesus is an event that echoes and ripples through the centuries right 
down to us today. Through the birth of Christ, God enters our time and history, and 
more importantly each of our lives. Christ is Emmanuel, God-is-with-us, and God is 
with each of us today. 
On 13th October 2019, Cardinal John Henry Newman was canonised. One of his most 
famous works was a poem called ‘The Pillar and the Cloud’, which is better known as 
the hymn ‘Lead, Kindly Light’. It contains some powerful imagery of light, including 
the lines ‘Lead, Kindly Light, amidst the encircling gloom, Lead Thou me on! The night 
is dark, and I am far from home, Lead Thou me on!’ 
At the canonisation Mass, Pope Francis called on us all to be ‘kindly lights’ in the     
darkness. When we light our Christmas candle today, let’s consider where we can be 
the light of Christ. When we place a light in our window, as is the tradition on                  
Christmas Eve and Christmas Day, do we live out the welcome and hospitality it        
represents? Do we shine the light of love in our families, and the light of compassion 
and kindness to all those we meet? How do we offer the light of hope to those who 
are less fortunate than ourselves? 
‘The Christian has a deep, silent, hidden peace which the world sees not … The                 
Christian is cheerful, easy, kind, gentle, courteous, candid, unassuming, has no        
pretence …’ (John Henry Newman). 

 

Family Table Prayer For Christmas Day 
Loving God, on this Christmas day we give thanks that Jesus, Your Son, has come into 
our world bringing us gifts of peace and joy. Bless us as we sit down together at this 

table for our Christmas meal. Bless the food we share and help us to remember those 
who are hungry. Be with our neighbours and our friends, those who are lonely, sick or 
away from home. We pray that our departed loves ones may now sit at your table in 

heaven. May the joy of this feast give us strength and light, now and in the days 
ahead. We ask this prayer through Christ, our Lord, Amen. 

 

Fr McCaughey, Fr O’Donnell and the Franciscan Friars of the Renewal wish all  
our  parishioners a holy and happy Christmas and a peaceful new year. 

A Card with Mass Times over the Christmas Season is available in our three churches.  
Please take one home with you. 
Three Patrons’ Christmas Draw Thank you for your support of this year’s draw.               
Prizewinners’ names will be in the next parish bulletin. 
St Joseph’s Young Priests’ Society will hold their monthly meeting on Friday 6th     
January at 10.30 am in the Emmaus Room, Pennyburn Chapel.  New members                  
welcome. The Society acknowledges with thanks a donation of £100.   

Sean Davis “3 day Indoor Christmas Fun Soccer  Academy” takes place at                      
Templemore Sports Complex from Wed 28th to Friday 31st December for boys and 
girls aged 5 to 18 years.  Times: 10 am  to 3 pm daily. For details tel Sean  71263044.  
Annual GOAL Mile Walk takes place on St Stephen's Day, Monday 26th December. 
Meeting at Sainsbury’s car park anytime between 11 am and 1 pm for a walk along 
the river, over the Peace Bridge to Ebrington and back to Sainsbury’s.  All welcome.  
Gamblers Anonymous Is gambling affecting your life? Perhaps we can help.  Tel 71351329. 
AA Can’t Stop Drinking? Call Alcoholics Anonymous 90351222.  
Lifeline If you are in distress or despair call Lifeline free on 0808 808 8000 and speak 
with a crisis counsellor. Lifeline is available 24/7 and is free to call from all landlines 
and mobiles. You are not alone . 
Life in the Spirit Seminars 7th & 8th January, in Termonbacca, led by the Apostles of 
Love. Mass on Sunday celebrated by Bishop McKeown. Tel  Mark 07895003022 . 
Diocesan Vocations “It is to the glory of my Father that you should bear much fruit 
and then you will be my disciples.” Are you being called to love the Lord and His                               
people as a diocesan priest? If you are considering such a vocation, contact your local 
priest or the Diocesan Vocations Director, Fr Pat O’Hagan, PP Bellaghy, at 
pgoh2111@gmail.com or email the National Vocations Office: info@vocations.ie  

 

mailto:marie.gormley@derrydiocese.org


At the Beginning of a New Year .. I am the light of the world.  Whoever  follows me 
will never walk in darkness but will have the light of life.  (John 8:12) 
 

Dear Lord, when I have doubts and hesitations, act as my guide. 
When I am in darkness, shine like a lamp to light my path. 
When I am worried or troubled, help me to put all my trust in you. 
When I feel lonely, help me to remember that you are always with me. 
On New Year’s Eve (Saturday), we will gather in the last hours of 2022 to go out with 
the light of Christ into 2023. Mass will be celebrated at 10am in St Patrick’s,                 
Pennyburn, 11am in St Brigid’s, Carnhill & 12 noon in St Joseph’s, Galliagh. Eucharistic 
Adoration will take place in St Brigid’s Church, Carnhill from 7.30 pm - 11.30 pm with 
a time of prayer to conclude 2022 and welcome 2023. We entrust ourselves and our 
loved ones to God for the year ahead.  All welcome. 

 

Mary, Mother of God  Solemnity 1st January  On this day, we are reminded of 
the role that the Blessed Virgin played in the plan of our salvation. Through 
the Holy Spirit, God the Father prepared Mary to conceive His Son so that he 
could live among people. Christ’s birth was made possible when Mary              

embraced God’s will and freely chose to co-operate with God’s grace,  proclaiming, 
“Be it done to me according to thy word”. So it is that this feast is a celebration of 
Mary’s motherhood of Jesus. This, the most significant of her titles and roles – 
Mother of God – comes from the Greek Theotokos or “God-bearer”.  
Calling Mary “Mother of God” is the highest honour we can give her. The Church    
honours her as the Mother of God, looks to her as a model of perfect discipleship, and 
asks her to pray to God on our behalf. Just as Christmas honours Jesus as the “Prince 
of Peace”, the Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God, honours Mary as the “Queen of 
Peace.” New Year’s Day is also designated as the “World Day of Peace”, giving even 
more credence to the role of Mary throughout the world.   

 

Monthly Mass in honour of St Pio will be celebrated on Monday 2nd January at                 
7.00 pm in St Patrick’s Church, Pennyburn.  We ask God’s blessing on all through the 
intercession of St Pio.  Everyone welcome. 
A Holy Hour will take place in St Joseph’s Church, Galliagh on Monday, Wednesday 
and Friday of this week & Tuesday, Thursday & Friday of next week after 11 am Mass. 
Thank You for your generosity to the offertory collection last weekend. 

 

Feast of the Epiphany Friday 6th January is the Feast of the Epiphany 
and is a Holy Day of Obligation.  Mission is at the very heart of the feast 
of the Epiphany because it reveals how those who do not know Christ 
can be moved, compelled and convinced by the gospel to bow down and worship.  In 
fact, every effort we make at mission - sharing our faith and giving witness by deeds - 
is nothing less than an epiphany.  Why? Because when we do this, God’s work is 
manifested and fulfilled in the world. Masses are as follows: 
St Patrick’s Church, Pennyburn: Vigil Thursday: 6.00 pm; Friday: 7.30 am & 10.00 am 
St Brigid’s Church, Carnhill: Vigil Thursday: 6.30 pm; Friday: 9.15 am 
St Joseph’s Church, Galliagh:  Vigil Thursday: 7.00 pm; Friday:  11 00 am. 

 

Lord, by your grace, help me to radiate the life and light of Christ. 
By the power of your Spirit make me a witness of love, truth and grace.   

 
 

 
 
 

Requiescat in Pace  Robert McGilloway,  St Mary’s Crescent 
Anniversaries  Barney Doherty, Tommy McGee, Johnny Patterson, Liam Thompson, 
Elizabeth Patterson,  Madge Rooney, Bill McKinney, Len McKinney, Owen Shields,  
Bernadette Freeman, Danny McGill, Gerard McGill, Margaret McCarron, Celine               
Martin, Kain McGinty, Eugene McLaughlin, Margaret Doherty, Jennifer Cowley,      
Virgi Kitson, Sandra Walsh, Rex Moyne, John & Mary McFadden, Paddy & Annie 
Mullin,  Bridget Fleming, Michael McGill, Paula Doherty, Kathleen Friel, Elizabeth           
Patterson, Johnny Patterson, Liam Thompson, Thomas Bradley, Joe Bradley, Frankie 
Bradley, Bella O’Donnell, Eileen Kerr, Rose Doherty, Margaret Burke, Ned & Ethna 
O’Leary,  Edward & Nora Mackey, Leo Casey, Willie O’Connell, Neil O’Connor,            
Peter O’Donnell, Mary Kelpie. May they rest in peace. 
Readings for Sunday 1st January: 1st Reading: Numbers 6:22-27; Psalm: 66(67):        
2-3,5,6,8;  2nd Reading: Galatians 4:4-7;  Gospel:  Luke 2: 16-21. 
Readings for the Epiphany (6th January): 1st Reading: Isaiah 60:1-6;  Psalm 71(72):             
1-2,7-8,10-13; 2nd Reading:  Ephesians 3:2-3,5-6; Gospel:  Matthew 2:1-12. 
Readings for Sun 8th January (Baptism of the Lord): 1st Reading: Isaiah 42: 1-4,6-7; 
Psalm: 28(29):1-4,9-10; 2nd Reading: Acts 10:34-38; Gospel: Matthew 3:13-17.  
Saints of the Coming Week  Monday 26th Dec: St Stephen, first martyr; Tuesday 27th 
Dec: St John, apostle and evangelist; Wednesday 28th Dec: The Holy Innocents,              
martyrs; Thursday 29th Dec: St Thomas Becket, bishop and martyr; Friday 30th Dec: 
The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph;  Saturday 31st Dec: St Sylvester 1, pope 
Saints of the Week beginning 1st January:  2nd Jan: St Basil, the Great & St Gregory 
Nazianzen, bishops and doctors of the Church; 3rd Jan: The Most Holy Name of  Jesus;  
6th Jan: Feast of the Epiphany; 7th Jan: St Raymond of Penyafort, priest. 
Irish Mass The next Irish Mass will be celebrated by Bishop McKeown today, Sunday, 
at 12.30 pm in St Joseph’s Church, Galliagh.  Everyone welcome. 
Prayers and Reflections for the Twelve Days of Christmas At Christmas we celebrate 
the gift of Jesus, our hope and peace, Jesus, the light of the world. We pray this 
Christmas that each of us will rediscover the meaning of Our Lord's Nativity and the 
great hope that it proclaims for the world. You are invited to spend time with                       
scripture, reflection and prayer. A Christmas prayer resource is available to download 
on the Diocese of Derry website for private prayer at the church or home, to share 
with a neighbour who may have no online access or for a time to gather each day 
with your family - https://www.derrydiocese.org/news/12-days-of-christmas-2022 
A Holy Hour for the Unborn & Expectant Mothers will take place on Thursday 29th 
December at  7 pm in Our Lady’s Chapel, St Joseph’s Church, Galliagh.  All welcome. 

 
 
 

                    Prayer For The Feast Of The Holy Family - 30th December 
                     Loving God, guardian of our homes, when you en-

trusted your Son  
to the care of Mary and Joseph, you did not spare them the pains that  
touch the life of every family.  Teach us to rely on your word, that in 

our trials as in our joys we may be clothed in gentleness and patience  
and united in love. Make us ever thankful for the blessing you give us  

   through Jesus Christ, your Word made flesh, who lives and reigns with you 

https://www.derrydiocese.org/news/12-days-of-christmas-2022

