
ST PATRICK’S CHURCH, PENNYBURN 
Sunday 6.00 pm: (Sat) Vigil; 10.00 am & 12.00 noon: Mass  
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday  7.30 am: Mass, 10 am: Mass followed by Rosary 
Wednesday  7.30 am: Mass; 10.00 am: Mass followed by Rosary;  7.00 pm: Mass 
Saturday  10.00 am Mass  
ST BRIGID’S CHURCH, CARNHILL  
Sunday 6.00 pm: (Sat) Vigil; 10.30 am & 12.30 pm: Mass  
Monday , Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday 8.50 am:  Rosary; 9.15 am: Mass  
Thursday: 6.30 pm: Mass; Saturday 10.30 am: Rosary; 11.00 am: Mass  
Confessions:  after 11.am Mass on Saturdays 
ST JOSEPH’S CHURCH, GALLIAGH  
Sunday 7.00 pm: (Sat) Vigil; 9.00 am & 11.00 am: Mass; 6.30 pm: Youth Mass  
Monday - Friday 10.30 am: Rosary; 11.00 am: Mass  
Thursday 7 pm: Holy Hour for the Unborn & Expectant Mothers (in Our Lady’s Chapel).  

Marriages 3 months’ notice must be given to the parish before date of marriage.  
Baptisms Please contact the Parish office by phone to book. 
Safeguarding If you have any concerns regarding safeguarding children or adults in need of 
protection within the Church please contact Maire Gormley, Diocesan Liaison Person, email: 
marie.gormley@derrydiocese.org, tel: 07596 500 793 or PSNI (Police Service of N Ireland) 101 
or Social Services: Gateway Services, WHSC Trust, 71314090. Ask for the Duty Social Worker. 

                     Parish of the Three Patrons 
     Second Sunday of Advent - Year A – 4th December 2022 

    Parish Clergy                    
Fr Michael McCaughey PP – 028 71262360 – stpatricks@threepatrons.org 

     Fr Sean O’Donnell CC – 028 71351261 – stbrigids@threepatrons.org  
Franciscan Friars of the Renewal - 028 71419980 - facebook: derryfranciscans 

                      www.threepatrons.org threepatronsfacebook 
      

            Prepare the Way for Christ 
John the Baptist was the last in a long line of prophets who  foretold 
the coming of the Messiah. He prepared the way by alerting God’s 
people to the Messiah’s impending arrival and by challenging them 
to change their lives by repenting for their sins.  
Repentance is a fundamental change of heart, or attitude, which     
results in leaving sin behind and embracing God’s freely shared life and love. Such 
change is only possible with the gift of God’s grace. There was urgency in John’s 
preaching. The time for repentance, he said, is now, not in the future. Repentance 
through prayer, fasting and charitable works leads to conversion, and conversion is an 
important aspect of people’s preparation if they are to meet Christ when he comes. 
John understood from his own experience in the wilderness, where he spent a long 
time in prayer and reflection, that repentance and conversion were absolutely                      
necessary, otherwise people’s hearts would remain closed by sinful preoccupations 
and they would not be able to recognise the Messiah when he arrived. Without a                 
‘change-of-heart’ (metanoia in the original Greek), a turning back towards God, there 
could be no appreciation of the Messiah’s presence among them. 
We learn from the gospels that John fasted and did penance, wore camel hair and ate 
locusts and wild honey. So there was a strong witness dimension in his efforts to               
prepare the way for Christ to come into people’s lives. He was courageous and         
unapologetic in how he spoke. This witness and courage provided him with great 
credibility and, consequently, many people felt invited to consider seriously the                
relevance of his message.  
Advent challenges us to become people of hope and expectation as we await Christ’s 
coming. As we prepare for Christmas, how will we prepare ourselves and help others 
to prepare for the arrival of the Messiah? If we follow the example of John the                
Baptist, we will truly be Advent people. 
 

Lord, thank You for the gift of St John the Baptist.   
May his witness of humility inspire me on my Christian path.  Help me, Lord,  

to always point others to You rather than to myself.  Jesus, I trust in You.  
____________________________________________________ 

 

 

Anniversaries  Philip McCauley, Michael McCauley, Dan Lyons, Rose Moran,                      
Denis Kerr, Chris Francis, Patrick O’Donnell, Liam McLaughlin, Ella Doherty,                             
Thomas Cuddihy. Anna Boyle, David Simpson, Margaret Dunne, Beatrice McCann,     
Joseph McCauley, Jim Harkin, Dermot O’Leary, Sheena O’Leary Gallagher, Roger 
Duffy, Dan McNally, Isobel Clarke, Margaret Kelly. May they rest in peace. 
An Advent Healing Service will take place today and each Sunday of                 
Advent in St Brigid’s Church, Carnhill at 5.00 pm.  All welcome.   
Confessions Fr Sean and one of the Franciscan Friars will hear Confessions 
on Sunday 11th December from 3.00 pm - 5.00 pm in St Brigid’s Church, Carnhill. 
 
A Holy Hour for the Unborn and Expectant Mothers will take place on                         
Thursdays at 7.00 pm in Our Lady’s Chapel, St Joseph’s Church, Galliagh.  All welcome. 
 
 
 
 
 

Three Patrons’ Christmas Draw Tickets are available after Masses at the sacristy in              
St Brigid’s, Carnhill, the office at the St Joseph’s, Galliagh and the Emmaus Room,                       

St Patrick’s, Pennyburn. We invite you, if you are able, to promote the draw locally, at 
home, among family and friends or in the workplace.  Thank you for your support. _ 

_______________________________________________ 
 

Saints of the Coming Week: Tuesday:               
St Nicholas, bishop; Wednesday: St Ambrose, 
bishop and doctor of the Church; Thursday: 
The Immaculate Conception of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary; Friday: St Juan Diego       
Cuauhtlatoatzin; Saturday Our Lady of Loreto.   
 

In Sunshine  And  In Shadow Due to  popular 
demand, Foyle Hospice has reprinted Fr Paddy 
O'Kane's  poetry book - available at Holy    
Family Church. Cost £10.  All proceeds will go 
the Foyle Hospice.  An ideal Christmas present. 
 

Iosas Centre, Derryvane Upcoming events:  
Christmas Party Dinners, Afternoon Teas, 
Wreath Making, Card Making and Children’s 
Story-Telling & Craft Making, with a chance to 
meet Santa.  Details on Facebook @ IOSAS 
Centre & Celtic Prayer Garden. Tel  0035374 
9384866. Email info@sanctuarydonegal.com. 
 

Thank You for your generosity to the                                  
offertory collection last weekend.   

John the Baptist was the last in a long line of prophets who foretold the coming of the Messiah. He prepared the way for the Messiah by alerting God’s people to the Messiah’s im-
pending arrival and by challenging them to change their lives by repenting for their sins.  

John’s ministry focused on preaching conversion and proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sin. Repentance is a fundamental change of heart, or attitude, which results 
in leaving sin behind and embracing God’s freely shared life and love. Such change is only possible with the gift of God’s grace. There was urgency in John’s preaching about repentance. 
The time for repentance, he said, is now, not in the future. Repentance through prayer, fasting and charitable works leads to conversion, and conversion is an important aspect of people’s 
preparation if they are to meet Christ when he comes. 

John understood from his own experience in the wilderness, where he spent a long time in prayer and reflection, that repentance and conversion were absolutely necessary. Other-
wise their hearts would remain closed by sinful preoccupations and they would not be able to recognise the Messiah when he arrived. Without a ‘change-of-heart’ (metanoia in the 
original Greek), a turning back towards God, there could be no appreciation of the Messiah’s presence among them. 
We learn from the gospels that John fasted and did penance, wore camel hair and ate locusts and wild honey. So there was a strong witness dimension in his efforts to prepare the 
way for Christ to come into the people’s lives. He was courageous and unapologetic in how he spoke. This witness and courage provided him with great credibility and, consequently, 
many people felt invited to consider seriously the relevance of his message. 
A d v e n t  c h a l l e n g e s  u s  t o  b e c o m e  p e o p l e  o f  h o p e  a n d  e x p e c t a t i o n  a s  w e  a w a i t  C h r i s t ’ s  c o m i n g .  
As we prepare for Christmas, how will we prepare ourselves and help others to prepare for the arrival of the Messiah? If we follow the example of John the Baptist, we will truly be 
Advent people. 

Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is close at hand. (Mt 3:2) 
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Diocesan Vocations “It is to the glory of my Father that you should bear much fruit 
and then you will be my disciples.” Are you being called to love the Lord and His                               
people as a diocesan priest? If you are considering such a vocation, contact your local 
priest or the Diocesan Vocations Director, Fr Pat O’Hagan, PP Bellaghy, at 
pgoh2111@gmail.com or email the National Vocations Office: info@vocations.ie  
Just as John the Baptist answered the call to be a “voice in the wilderness” to “prepare 
a way for the Lord”, we pray for those who are called to be the voice in the wilderness 
of our modern society by living their lives in service as a priest, deacon or religious. 

The next monthly Holy Hour for Vocations will take place in St Eugene’s Cathedral, 
on Friday 9th December, at 8 pm, and will be led by the Diocesan Vocations Director, 
Fr Pat O’Hagan, PP Bellaghy and Greenlough. Those unable to attend are invited to 
follow the service on the Cathedral webcam at www.steugenescathedral.com 
The Matt Talbot Prayer Society (Praying for those suffering from Addiction) was     
created to pray for people who are suffering from any form of addiction, for those 
recovering from addiction, and those affected by addiction, especially families. To 
join, you are invited to enrol the name of the person to be prayed for and the         
addiction we pray that they will be freed from. Those enrolled will be prayed for every 
day.  Mass will be offered for those  enrolled on the first Monday of every month. You 
will also receive an enrolment card to enable you to join in the prayer. To enrol  
someone in the Society please email vita@matttalbotprayersociety.com or private 
message St Eugene’s Cathedral Facebook page or tel 71262894/71365712.  Next Matt 
Talbot Mass will be celebrated in St Eugene’s Cathedral on Mon 5th Dec at 7.30 pm.  
Youth 2000 Christmas Retreat takes place in Newbridge College, Newbridge from 9th
- 11th Dec for those aged 16-35. Donation only. Free buses. Visit www.youth2000.ie 

Give Blood, Save Lives   NI Blood Transfusion Service will collect blood 
donations on 5th & 6th December from 12.30 pm - 4 pm & 5 pm -                                       
7.30 pm in the Guildhall. Tel 08085534653 to arrange an appointment. 

Job Opportunity Housekeeper – Retired Priest at Sappagh, Co Donegal. 7 hours per 
week (Friday 10 am - 5.30 pm). For an application pack please contact  Bishop’s 
House, St Eugene’s Cathedral, Derry, BT48 9AP, tel 028 7126 2302 or email  payroll@ 
derrydiocese.org.  Closing date: 9th December 2022 at 4.30 pm. 
Holy Family Padre Pio Prayer Group will meet on Tuesday 6th December in Holy  
Family Church, Ballymagroarty. Rosary at 6.45 pm, Mass at 7.15 pm. All welcome. 
Monthly Mass in Memory of Sr Clare Crockett will be celebrated on Sunday 11th    
December at 7.30 pm in Termonacca.  All welcome. 
Termonbacca’s Annual Novena to the Divine Child Jesus takes place from  8th - 16th        
December. Each day the Child Jesus will journey to a church in our city. This will take 
place as a prayer walk. Upon arrival at the church, Mass will be celebrated followed 
by Novena prayers. 8th: St Mary’s, Creggan 7.30 pm; 9th: St Columba’s, Long Tower 
7.30 pm; 10th:  Holy Family, Ballymagroarty 6 pm; 11th:  St Joseph’s, Galliagh          
6.30 pm;  12th: St Brigid’s, Carnhill 7.30 pm;  13th: Our Lady of Lourdes, Steelstown 
6.30 pm; 14th: St Patrick’s, Pennyburn 7 pm;  15th:  St Columb’s, Chapel Rd 7.30 pm; 
16th:  Termonbacca 7.30 pm.  Everyone welcome. 
 
 

 

Feast of the Immaculate Conception Thursday 8th December is the Feast of 
the Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary and is a Holy Day of  
Obligation. On this day we celebrate that “The most Blessed Virgin Mary was, 
from the first moment of her conception, by a singular grace and privilege of 
Almighty God and by virtue of the merits of Jesus Christ, Saviour of the human 
race, preserved free from all stain of original sin."  Holy Day Masses are as follows:  
St Patrick’s, Pennyburn: Wednesday Vigil Mass 7.00 pm*; Thurs: 7.30 am & 10.00 am 
St Brigid’s, Carnhill: Thursday: 9.15 am & 6.30 pm 
St Joseph’s, Galliagh: Wednesday: Vigil 6.00 pm*; Thursday: 11.00 am 
*PLEASE NOTE THESE TIMES  

Mass & Confession Times for Christmas in our 3 churches will be printed next week.  
Readings - Feast of Immaculate Conception (8th Dec) 1st Reading Genesis 3:9-15, 20; 
Psalm: 97: 1-4;  2nd Reading: Ephesians 1:3-6, 11-12; Gospel: Luke 1:26-38 
Readings - Sunday 11th December (3rd Sunday of Advent) 1st Reading: Isaiah      
35:1-6, 10; Psalm: 145: 6-10; 2nd Reading: James 5:7-10; Gospel:  Matthew 11:2-11 
Eucharistic Adoration takes place on Mondays after 11 am Mass until 11 pm in                  
St Joseph’s Church, Galliagh.  Everyone welcome. 
Evening of Reflection All Eucharistic Ministers (those who assist at Mass and who 
bring Communion to the sick) are invited to an Evening of Reflection and refresher 
training on this beautiful ministry on Monday 5th Dec at 7 pm in St Joseph’s, Galliagh. 
The Annual Novena to Our Mother of Perpetual Help continues in St Joseph’s 
Church, Galliagh, at 11.00 am Mass on Mondays. Everyone welcome. 
A Holy Hour for the Unborn & Expectant Mothers takes place on Thursdays at  
7 pm in Our Lady’s Chapel, St Joseph’s Church, Galliagh.  All welcome. 
Christmas Mass Bouquets are now available in our churches after Masses. You 
and your loved ones will be remembered at a Triduum of Masses offered over the 
Christmas Season. 
Irish Mass The next Irish Mass will be celebrated today, Sunday, at                                      
12.30 pm in St Joseph’s Church, Galliagh. Everyone welcome.   
 

Monthly Mass in honour of St Pio  will be celebrated on Monday 5th December 
at 7.00 pm in St Patrick’s, Pennyburn,  We ask God’s blessing on all through the 
intercession of St Pio.  Everyone welcome. 

St Paul’s Primary & Nursery School, Slievemore will host their complimentary 
Senior Citizens’ Christmas party on Friday 9th Dec. Dinner will be served at 7.30 
pm followed by music & dancing.  Transport available.  Tel Paula on 71352485.  

Pilgrimage to San Giovanni & Rome As part of St Eugene’s Cathedral 150th                                      
Anniversary Celebrations, Bishop McKeown will lead a pilgrimage to San Giovanni & 
Rome from 25th – 30th September 2023. Price £879 pps (single room supplement 
£150).  For details, email info@marian.ie or call 028 956 80005 or 003531 878 8159. 

Accord Derry Marriage Preparation Workshops Jan - March 2023 Jan 9th/ 
10th; Jan 30th/31st; Feb 6th/7th; Feb 20th/21st; March 6th/7th; March 
27th/28th. These virtual courses can be booked at www.accordni.com.   

Ladies’ Advent Journey each Sunday of Advent at 8 pm in Termonbacca.  All welcome. 

Living in the Divine Will in Termonbacca on Monday 5th Dec at 6 pm.  All welcome. 
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